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Mra John Roberton, of Bydney, is
at present in Aucklsnd:

Mres F. NHroaks and fumily, of Cam-
Liridgre, liave gone 1o spendd  part of
the Christimas holidays w-Auckland,

fhe Misses J. and . Chaytor,
‘Marshlands,” Spring Creek, drove in-
o Picton on Wednesday to meet their
winter, Miss Constunce (Thuytop re-
jurning home for the holidays.
Misses Huotherford (2} and Allen (2)

ure nlso home again for the holidays.

Miss Gannaway, of .\'elslv\n.n, has gone
to visit friends in the Yairarapa.

Miss Seymour, Mr A. P. Seymour,
and Mr F. Seymour returned to Pie-
ton from the Sounds on Buturday for
the Christmas holidays. Mr Walter
Qeymour is also in Picton.

Mir and Mrs T, Gresham and family,
of ‘e Awamutu, are spending three
weeks in Auckland.

Miss Empson, Cambridge, has been
on a flying visit of a week to Auck-
Land, -

Mre Rutherford, Ficton, spent a
few days in Wellington last week.

Mre MeLaughlan, of Waitekauri,
has been staying with her mother,
Mrs Banks, at ‘Gwynnelands,” Cam-
hridge.

Mr H. Baillie, Bank of New Zea-
land, Carterton, is in Picton for the
Christmas holidays,

Mr and Mrs F. C. Drown, of Ko-
mata, are spending a week in Cam-
Lridge,

Among the numercus Wellington
visitors to Picton just now are Mr
and Mrs Menteith and family, Miss
Allen, Mr R. Laery.

Miss Amy Jones has left Cam-
bridge on a visit to her sister, Mrs J.
. rrahian, of Gisborne.

Miss (Gibson (Girls' College, Nelsen)
has wone to her home in Christehureh
for. the holidays.

Miss Freda Downes, Dunedin, is in
Picton for » month or so visiting her
relations at ‘Brooklyn,”

Mrs Pearson, of Wellington, is stay-
ing with Mrs Pitt of ‘Muritai,” Nel-
SO

Alr and Mrs Gilfillan and family, of
Parnell, Auckland, are staying in
Cambridge at present.

AMr and Mrs Robert Scott, Spring
Creck. are spending ihe Christmas
holidays in Pictom with Dr. and Mrs
Heatt.

AMrs Bweet {Nelson) and her little
boy have gone to visit the Auckland
Lixhibition.

Mr W. Carey. of the Loan and Mer-
cantile Company's attice. Wellington,
arvived in Picton on Salurday, and
coeded down the Sowud to enjoy
np life for a brief holiday.

Mrs I R, 8. Richardson, of Cam-
bridge, iz spending the ohristmas
holidays in Auckland.

Miss Livesay, Kaikoura, speut u few
duys in Picton with,Mra Robertshaw
on hor way to Nelson.

Mr and Mrs Rout, of Cambridge,
hnve been visiting Auckland.

Mrs A. H, Thorpe and her daughter
et Auckland for the South last week.

Mr and Mrs W. Bireh of ‘Erehwon,’
Hawke's Bay, returned to New Zea-
land by the Mokoia and are staying
in Wellington with Mrs William Pha-
rozynh  in Hobson-street, for some
weeks prior to returning to their sta-
tion in Hawke's Bay.

The Right Hon. R. J. 8eddon, with
his wife and daughters, waa in Christ-
church for the New Year, After vis-
iting Temuks, thence the Premier re-
turns to his West Cosast home to en-
Joy a briet family holiday.

Misa Cunpingham (New Plymouth)}
has gone for a trip to Auckland.

Mr and Mras Ernest Jzard (Hnwera)
are paying o short visit to My Tzard's
parents, My and Mrs Charlen Izard, in
Wellington.,

Misg E. Spencer, of Napier, has gone
into the country for a few weeks'
visit.

Mrs Hursthouse_(l\'ew Plymouth) ia
visiting her sister, Mra Luttey, of
Aucklad.

The Rev. W. Colenso, F.R.S., of
Napier haz been wmzde an honorary
member of the Royal Geographical
Saociety,

Misa Edith Ball, who has been stay-
ing in Christechurch for some time,
returned to Blenheim this week.

Mr J. Hourignn is staying in Auck-
land. He has come over from New
South Yales for a visit und to appre-
ciate the milder New Zealand climate.

Miss Webb-Bowen and Miss Leggait,
of Nelson, have gone to spend Christ-
mix and New Year with Mrs W.
Adams, ‘Langley Dale, Marlborough.

1t iz much regretted that the health
of Father Luck is in such a dangercus
state that the last rites af his charch
were administered to him at the resl-
dence of Bishep Lenihan, Ponsonby,
Auckland, last week,

Miss Hilda Moorhouse (Wellington)
is the guest of Mr and Mrs W. Bidweil,
Pahiatia, for the Wairarapa races,

Mr Thomas Buddle, of Auckland, hag
returned from hiz trip 1o Sydney.

Mr and Mrs Wood, of Napier, are at
present in Wellington and have taken
o house there for several weeks.

Mr and Mrs E. W. ilills (Welling-
ton) are paying a short visit to the
South Island.

Mr Jourdain, of Napier, has gone up
to Aucklund to see the Exhibition.

Miss Hewlings (Christchurch) is the
guest of Mrs Rhodes, at the ‘Grange,’
Wellington.

Mr and Mrs Turnbull, of the Dluff
Hill, Napier, have gone for a visit to
XNelson.

Mrs Ferguson and Miss Meorhouse
{Wellington) are paying a short visit
to Otaki.

Mrs Jumes MceLean, of Napier, is
staying al Wairoa,

Mr and Mrs Cranstoun Wigley
(Christchurch) are the guests of Mrs
Tthodes, at the ‘Grange,” Wellington.

Mrs P. H. Lowry, of Havelocle, has
been staying in Napier and spending
Christmas with her mother, Mrs J. H.
Coleman, of Napier,

Mr and Mrs Arthur Green, Mr anid
Mrs Henry Howard, Mrs Carey, Miss
Waddy {Blenheim), Mr aud Mrs John
Duncan {Mahakipnuwa), Miss F. Tur-
ner  {Queen Charlofte Sound), and
many athers were in ietan for the
Christmas holidays,

B. Comins arvived in
Norfotk Islaml lasi

The Rev, .
Auckland  from
week.

Miss Mules (Australia), n niece of
the Bishop of Nelson, is staying at
Rishopdate, Nelson,

On the cccasion of his transference
to Wellington, Mr ‘Phomas Tillman
was presented with an address and
purse of sovereigns by the employees
of the "ublic Works Department and
the siaff of the Asylum. at Perirna.

Mr Fraser, New Plymouth, is stay-
ing for a short time in Auckland.

Mrs Thompson, wife of the Minister
for Justice, is still so unwell that she
cannot leave Wellington. Mt Thomp-
»on, after visiting Masterton, returned
to the Empire City last week,

Mr and Mrs Alfred Ranson. of Syd-
ney, are paying a heief visit to Auck-

Lind. Mr Ranson ise a brother of Mr
Chartes  Ranson, of the Northern

Steamship Company.

T'rior to the departure of Mr John
Fisher, of the Pukekohe ["ublic 8¢hool,
to his new reene of lubour at the Kau-
aerangn School, Thames, he win pre-
sented with o silver ten-pot anil eream-
jug. two pilver aerviette rings. and a
cut-prluss dom dish mounted in silver.
The seheal children gnve Me Fisheg n
gold searf-pin,

The French Consul in Wellington,
Count de Courte, secompanisd by the
Countess de Courte, is paying a visit
to Musterton and Otaki this week.

‘The Bishop of Wainpu, the Right
Rev. W. L. Willinms, wus in Aanckland
last week. o

Mr Charles Grittiths has returned to
Aucklamd from Euglund,

Mrs W, Carlisle (Napier) retnrosd to
New Zealand by the Mokoio, vin Aus-
tralin, last week,

Mr James
on Mondoay

The Oficinl  Assignee,
Asheroft, left Wellington
for a trip 1o Canterbur

Mr Charles Macfarlane, well known
in the mu cireles of Napier, is ar
present in Aucekland, and will play
banjo anik mandolin soles at some of
the Exhivition concerts,

Mrs MeKallar wix, of Wellington,
spent a few days in Nelson this week
with her mother, Mrs Dodson.

Mr G. M. Burness, Remuoern, Auck-
land., gave chase the other night in a
most plucky manner o a suppozed
burglar.  The Iatter. however, de-
¢lared e was un innovent iner,
tratping to Howick in the cool night
hours, and had only stopped at this
house to get a drink of water. Mr
Burness and Mr Lo A, Tondd let him off
with u caution.

The many friends of Mr J. B. Hey-
waood, Seceretary to the Treasury in
Wellington, will regret 10 hear that he
is confined to his bed with an atinck
of jaundice,

Preparations nre being made in
Nelson for the (iovernor's visit on the
12th of January.

Miss Hilda Moorhouse, Wellington,
is visiting Mr and Mrs W, Bidwell,
ahiatna, for the Wairasnpn race weel
festivities,

The Government Mining Tnspector,
Captain Nichards, was in Auekland last
week, having left the West Const for a
tew weeks,

Mr W. 8. Moerin presided on Wed-
nesdny night at a dinner given by the
students of the Thames Mehool of
Mines tn the Royal Mail Hotel,

The Hlon. John MceKenzie, Minister
of Lawds. is about o pay a visit of a
fow months’ durntion to his ITighland
Tinme, which he has not visited for 39
Buring his absence from the
¥ his ministerinl work is to be
nndertalken By his eolleagues.

1. and Mrs Moore, of Xapier, have
returaned after a very pleasant it tn
Wellington.

NEWS JOTTINGS.

A pair of handsome hrass vases have
Taen presented o Moly Trikity
Chureh hy the hulics of Picton, whe
snhseriber 1/ each o purehaxe them.
Thoy were much needed in the ehureh,
where a pair of black bottles did duty
for vases.  Mrv Dobbie carved and pre-
sented the rere table for Tnlding 1he
Vikes,

To give an instance of the strong
winit felt in Auckland on Monday
Basl. o farmer residing in Mt. Albert
vhile erossing o pauddock with a lead
of hay hwd bhiz horse and cart over-
turned. A sudden gust of wind eateh-
ing the off wheel turned it completely
over. Happily neither borse nor driver
wns hurt,

‘'ne members of the Wellington
Gurrison Bamd left for the South Inst
week to compete tn the brass band
contest at Dunedin,

Mrs Brett, of Luke Takapunn. pre-
sented &, Panl’s Chareh, Auckland, of
which sbe was for a long time n
member, with a pair of very hand-
gome brogs vases  for o Clhiristmas
wift.

My Alfred Seott, n xon of Dr. Seott,
of Picton, har hat the misfortune to
Bove his eottage at Kaiurna, Telorns
Seund, borned down daring his nl-
senre I Picton, He i gust Tuid in
w quuintity of atorea aml other ne-
corxuries from Wellington, and every-
thing was destroved.  There was no
insiteanee on anxthings, so Mr Scott’a
Inss iz a very henvy one.

A presentation of a silver tea pep-
vite han been made to Mizs Hichards.
of Auckland, who hag so ably filled
the position of organist of St. John
the DBaprizt’s Church, P'arnell, nnd
who is now about to be married.

‘'he porveving work in Norfolk Is-
land by a New South VWales tiovern-
ment surveyor is cansing rome inter-
erf In the izland. Mr Murphy has a
wonderful knnck of keeping his own
eonnsel as 1o the object of his work,

The Blenheim Operatic
practising ‘Rip Van Winkl
meeting held after the lust practice,
Mr L. Grifliths wns elected stuge man-
ager. The seenery for the opers,
which has been speeially puintod by
Messrs Hutelhing and Ward, has been
tried on the stage of Kwart's Hall
undl Tound very satisfactory,

In Tlawke's Bay the coidlin moth hax
hiegen 1o show a preferenve for piams,
many of the trees in the orchards nt
Hastings having boen atkweled by the
rapacions maoth, )

SOCIETY ON DITS,

‘That Hix Excellency the Governor
amd the Conntess of Ranfurly enter-
tuined the following g at dinner
at Government House on Priday nigrht:
The Very Rev. hor A\Inor«.’)h’ and
Mrs Riddiford, Mr I Riddiford, Mr,
Mrs, and Miss Stowe, Mrs and Miss
Aalge Douglas, the Right 1on, 1. J.
Beddon, Mrs and Miss Sedidon, Col.
il Miss Pearce, Mres and Miss Pharo-
zyn, Sir Walter and Miss Ruller, and
Miss Hichmoat.

TThat on Boxing Duy numbers of
pleasnre-seekers werps present at the
sports  held  at Tlumpton  Park,
Meanee, Hawke's Bay, and many of
them  took ont refreshments from
town el hadl pienics on the ground.
The tinveison Band was in attendance
at the Park and added muel to the
visilors' enjoyment.  The races, whieh
ineluded  hicyele rnees, cross-euiting
competitions, running  anl  leaping
voutests, ete., were well contested and
watvhed with great interest,

F

That the programme for the coming
championship regatta is Leing cirenla-
ted in Picton by lovers nf the sport.

That the Hon, E. W. Parker, so long

known in connection with Messrs Tal-
ty and Co. Christehtrel, is not re-

ictan is lively just now, being
‘isitors for the holidays, be-
fes which, the stenmers calling every
are crowilded with visitors,

That the prizes for the best kept
gardens at the Picton Borough Schoels
wore awarded to Maggie Helberley 3;
Olive Cragg 2; Annje Clinch 33 and
Sarah Searle 4. The Chictnan of the

‘hool  Commiitee  presented the
Prises, .
That the Auvceklnnd  Exhibition is

atfracting an immense crowd of vis-
itors,

That, Thanks 1o the promoters of an
open-uir coneert in Clive Squave, the
proveeds af which amounted to ten
1he inmates of the Napier
Honee enjoyed n snmptu-
vies Cheistmas dinner, amd had 0 very
happy time indeed.

7.

That steamers have been plying to
antd fro hetween Pivton, n, aml
Wellington at a fost amt Tarions rate
Tately.

That a strongy gale. aveompaniced by
clowmls of lust. was blowing in X
on Hoxing Day, and groatly sp
the pleasure of many of the varions
A mnnber of peopke who
dedl o join in the Nopicer
Club's  pienic  were  disap-
peintedk, for it was jmpossible to con-
vey them in the yochts neross to
Maraefara, the spot selected for the
piemie. fmwe boat managed fo resch
its destinniion, bt was  shipping
water Il the way, and severn]l nthers
which startel were obliged to turn
vk, e of the day's events was
10 hwve *h e yieht 1 fram Muoroe-
ten, b of ecourse 1his had 10 e
abamdoned. Severnl exelimz pi
nl=o fimd Ao be griven np on o
ul the sirong windl.

This evening (Werdnerday) the
Fard’s Caompany will stpme "'Djin-Nj
fol four nights,



