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AUCKLAND,

iar Nee, December %,

There was o very large attend-
ance on Tuesday evening in St. Bene-
diet’s Hall, to witness the presenta-
tion of certiticates awd wedallions eb-
fained by the Aovckluned Centre pupily
of the

S, JOHN AMILULANCE ASS0CIA-
TION. .
Hiz Excellency the Governor narrived
punctually at eight o'clock, accom-
panivd by the Countess of Ranfurly,
Lady Constance Knox, and Lord
Northland, aud attended by Captain
Duelley  Alexander and Mr Garland.
Twenty-five members of the Mediceal
staff Corps made quite an imposing
guard of honour cuwiside the building.
At the door the distinguished visitors
were received hy His Worship the
Mayor, Mr I'. Diggnan, who is also pre-
sidlent of the Auckland Centre, and
severnl of the Executive Committee.
The platform was prettily decorated,
the Howers and Lunterns being lefs
fram the previous evening, amd var-
ious Hags being added, lLady Ran-
furly was presented with a bouquet
srranged in the form of a cross, of
searlet danble  geraninvms on 4
ground of white roses, by the wife ot
the secretary, whilst the daughter of
the Lieut.-Col. Burgeon, Miss Ethel
Irxwson, preseated TLady Constance
Kuox with n dainty lirtle bouguet.
The whole affair was very well man-
aged. and the evening's work was at-
't The secretary, Mr W, Rat-
, read a satisfaetory report, and
Lord Runfurly gave a very interest-
ing account of the origin of the 8.
Jahn Ambnlance Assoviation and its
history. His Excellency was fre-
quently applauded. The Countess of
Runfurly gracefully handed the certi-
ficates and medallions to their var-
jous recipients, and evidently took a
renl fnterest in the several specimens
of ambulanve work given by wmembers
of the Assoeiation and pupils. The
three (apparently) drowned men who
were Tesuscitated by three ddifferent
methods eyvoked some amusement, bnt
the (apparently) wounded on the
field of Dbattle, bundaged and borne
awily on stretchers by the Ambulance
Carps painfully recalled the sad side
wf war. The wonderful perfection at-
tained in moving the sick and wound-
ed wos  demonstrated to everyone's
satisfaction.  Miss Searle and
ro Hlustrated practically the

-uhle of m-nl l]-lll[l(l"lng learnt in the
left

nursing chiss,  As Lady Ranfurly
the platform. she said courteousl)
the secretary: 1t has been n
pleasant evening, The XN
them was played by AH e Hol-
tawd, daughter of Mr ). Holland,
AL 'H K., nid one of the committes nud
young Luly alse accompanied
h owther, Mr Kissling, aud Mp
Gooch in fheir songs. Alr Bonk gave
ation. The Countess of Ran-
looked very pretty in a blick
< bodiee of aceord-

farly
stk skirt, and loos

ean-pleated  emerald-green silk, tin-
ished with lovely lace, and roxes in
the  corsagre,  diamond  ornaments;
Lutdly  Constance  Knox  looked  ver;
sweet  in soft wlhite muslin over
pale pink silk, the muslin being
arranped  pinafore  style. (Hhers

pre

wnt were—Lr. and Mrs Duwson,
the former in his

uniform, the latter
in black silk; Miss HEthel Dawson,
white muslin. with green silk sash
and yoke; Mrs Cowie, dark eostume;
with her were the two AMisses Wil-
li Dr. and Mrs King, the Intter in
hlack, brocaded with red and gerey,
Bluck bounet, with coloured ribbon
nmd ornaments: Dr. nnd Mrr SBeott,
the lutter in fawn, striped with paler
and  darker shudes, trimamed  with
brown guipure, vest and neek hand
of pink  ruckel ehiffon, toque of
Brawp oud nk, ete.s Dr, and Miss
tiirdler. the lntter in Moinenu cont
and skirt, white hat, with binck band;
Mr aml Mra Hollnml, the latter ware
bLinck silk; Rev, H, R, Dewsbury, Mra
. Pewsbury, in black silk, blnck hat.
with sunwet-slinded rores under black

net and black feather; the Rev. Scott
West, Mre West, wore black silk,
black and white bonnet; Mra Rice,
bluck silk; Conon and Mrs XNelson,
the lutter in black &ilk, black bonnet
touched with scarlet; Mra Mcelean,
black silk, purple in her black bon-
net; Lr. Walker, uniform of naval
surgeon; Mrs Walker; Miss Essie Hol-
Tadd, pink Ottoman silk, the bodice
swuthed in muslin; Miss Crowther,
white mousseline bodice, white eilk
skirt; the Misses Coffey, pretty sum-
mer  costulnes;  Mrs Ltoach, lilae
silk blouse, blanck skirt; Mrs Churton,
crenm gown, white hat; Mrs Hay,
Black swud white check blouse, dark,
skirt,black Bounet,with white flowers;
AMrs Hughes-Jones, green and black
brocvhe Ixkulice, dark skirt, black
toque; Mrs (Hev.) Sommerville, Tich
black silk, white sillk front under
eream luce, black bonnet, with white
forget-mme-nots;  Miss  Weston, blue
{ white stripe Dblouse, dark skirt;
AMiss F. Hart, white pique skirt, helio-
trope silk blouse; Miss Rattray; Mrs
and Aliss Conolly; Mrs Grant, ete.

KNOX CHURCH.

This weels festivities will mark au-
other era in Auckland’s history. An
adiditionad feature of interest is the
City of the North's welcome to llis
Excelleney  the Governor and  the
Countess of Lanfurly, who .favoured
us with their presence at the opening
ceremoenies of our first Colonial Ex-
hibition, On Tuesday afternoon lnst
a very interesting ceremony took
place, when Lord Raniurly laid the
foundation stone of Knox Church,
arnell, which is numed after Lord
Ranfarly’s illustrions Kinsman. His
Excellency was accompanied by Lady
Banfurly and Lady Constance Wnox,
A platform was erected under an
uwning, and was prettily decorated
with palms and flags. Upon the ar-
rival of the vice-regul party, little
Miss Marjory Clark presented a beau-
tiful Lovguet of white flowers, maiden
blush roses, and maiden-hair fern, to
Lady Runfurly, and Mrs Eelly, wife
of the minister, was also presented
with a bouguet from a baby in arms,
the first child christened in the tem-
porary church. Everyone was wear-
ing their smartest toilettes, and the
afterncon was sufficientty warm to
muke light gowns things to be desir-
ed. Lady Hanfurly wore a black silk
check prenndine on the hias over n
lovely eau de Nil s8ilk, the bodice re-
vealed a vest of plain silk, 8 oarrow
frill finishecl the skirt headed with
rows of narrow blaek velvet to form
vundykes, the same trimming being
on the sleeves, bluek chip hat, with
very broad erown, edged with gather-
ed green and black  ehiffon, and
enught up at the side with erect
plumes and green chiffon rosettes
resting on the hair; Lady Constance
Knox looked very pretty in a silver
grey Sicilian lustre froek, the ste jac-
ket had revers and saiior eollar of
white silk, edged with three rows of
silver hrald, large grey chip hat, with
a loosely twisted fold of white lisse,
and pale grey plumes on one side;
Mrs (lev.) Kelly, pale green gown,
with crenli: insertion lace. with nar-
Ttow black velvet laced through, white
Bond-street  hat, with black

|(L Alrs Matthew Uurk‘ silver grey
spotted silk gown,  trimmued  with
cregin lnee msertion and narrow bluek
velvet, white silk tucked pouched vest,
large black chip hat, with a huge
white ribbon bow in front; Miss Mar-
jury Clark laoked very pretty in a
white embroidered eambrie frock, and
white bonnet; Misses Keir were gown-
ed in fawn lustre, with brown silk
vests, brown chip hats, frimmed with
eream lace and brown ribbon: 3Aiss
Mary Maenicol, pale grey lustre, with
black =«ilk facings, large Leghorn
hat with bLlack velvet band, and ruch-
ing of white chiffon; Miss XNorrle,
tubue brown skirt and eoat, white
vest, white sailor hat; Mrs Haslett,
green and white silk grown, bonnet en
suite; Mrs Carrick, black gown; Mrs
I*nton, brown surnh silk gown, black
hat, with crenm and brown striped
ribbon rRnd yellow roses; Mrs T, F.
Itobertgan, Tich hlack Ottomun silk,
with jet, black chip bonnet, with pos-
jes of violets; Miss Robertson (Scot-
land), white Swiss muslin  blomwe,
with tonches of heliotrope, blnck cre-
peen skirt, large white chip hat, trim-
med with heliotrope ribbon and white
quills, nnd Ted poppies resting on the
hair: Mra (Dr.) Hayuton, black silk
Trepon  gown, bluck  bounet, with
bluck  wequinedd  ribbon  Dbow; Mra
Stevenson, bluick brocude, hlack hon-
nety Mins  Ntevenson, white  pique
Llouse, blaek skirt, black picture hat;
Mra Sormmerville, Dluck  #ilk  gown,
binek bonnet, with white forget-me

nots; Mrs A. Stewart, black silk, lace
cape, black bonnet, with purple flow-
ers; Mixe Stewart, fawn cloth skirt,
and coat, white poffered silk chiffon
vert, white hut; Mrs T. Baxter, black
awd grey check gown, black togue
with yellow ropres; Miss Winks, white
and black =triped pique, fawn toque,
trimmed with green; Mra de Montalk,
hlack silk. black honnet, with yellow;
Mre Graves Aickin, black silk, black
bonnet, with pink flowers; Miss Aic-
kin, Nenpolitan bine cloth ekirt and
Eton jucket, white and black check
vest, white gsailor hat, with black
band; Afiss ¥Philson, green cloth cos-
tume, pink vest, white hat. with clus-
ter of pink roses: Mrs Dacre, black
gown, trimmed with satin ribbon;
Miss V, Dacre, pule bloe eambrie; Mre
Thorne, brown costume; Miss Jessie
Savage, grass lawn blouse, tucks edg-
ed with white, eream skirt, Panama
Int, with huge cluster of roses; Mrs
Frater, grey rown, trimmed with grey
silk, Llack hat with pink flowers; Mrs
Hughes-Jones, pretty amethyst gown,
with trimmed flounce =kirt. black
tonue; Mrs Atkinson, green and white
floral gown, Mack and green bonnet;
Miss Atkinson, white and heliotrope

checlk costume; Miss Gilbert, white
pique;  Misses Bell, mourning cos-
tunes,

There was a very large aitendance
of invited guests nnd the general pub-
lic at the ceremony of

OPENING THE CHILDREN'S
HOSP1ITAL.

This long-felt want, viz., the need of
a separate bnilding for the treatment
of onr sick little ones, is at length
satistied. All that now remains is
for some pgencrous friends to come for-
ward and supplement the £1500 al-
ready in haed for furnishing the same.
One wing of the new building is for
convalescent patients. The day was
beantifully fine, tempered by a breeze
from the sea, and the Hospital grounds
with the magnificent view of the har-
bour theuce obtainable locked iheir
best. A guard of honour formed by
the King's College Cadets, was drawn
up tu receive His Exeellency and the
Countess of Ranfurly. These unfortu-
nate bads had to stand in the blazing
sun for some time, and despite the
large force of medieal men and trained
nurses no notice was taken of the
very evident suffering of many of
them from the heat until sever had
one after nnother fainted from its
effects. Then the military surgzeon
(I)r. Leger Erson} ventured to suggest
that the circumstances of the cuse
might allow of & relaxation of di
cipline and order, and the cadets.
many of them very white, were moved
forward a few paces into the shade
and permitted to stand at ense.

The vice-reyal party was, of course,
puncinal, and at three p'clock they
arrived, and were receiveild during the
playing of the National Anthem by the
Maxor (3 Dignan), the Chairman of
the Hpspital and Charitable Aid Bonrd
{Mr J. Stichbury), representatives of
various societies, Dr. Baldwin (Hos-
pital medical superinteadent), Mrs
Wooten (matron), and all the available
staff of nurses, ete. The Countess of
Ttanfurly wes stylishly  gowned in
navy eclath faced with white, white
vest, white bhat with white fearhers
and erintson roses at the sideandunder
the brin. Lady Constance Knox wore
a soft dove-grey coat and frock, pretiy
grey hat with feathers to mateh, Cap-
tain Alexander and Mr Garland aceon-
panied them.  Miss IResa Stichbnry
presented Laldy Ranfurly with u hand-
some bouquet, and Lady Constance
Knox with a pretty basket of flowers.

There were some very pretiy dresses
worn, especinlly by the invited gmests,
Mrs Raldwin, wife of the resident
medical man, was becomingly dressed
in fawn spotted muslin over swhite
sille, the skirt had two flounces edged
with Ince, blnck hat with chitffon and
feathers; Mrs Woolen (matron), blue
wergre with red cross band on the arm;
Mrs Masefield, very handsome black
sntin, with deep yellow insertion, iace
across the bodice ani lace on the skirt;
blnek bounnet with chiffon how, black
plumes and mandarin yellow flowers,
Miss Masefield, n pretty shade of elond
grey, pink chiffon plostron and meck
Bnnd, white hat with feathers; Mra
Hurrop, black rkirt, blue naml white
atripedl blonse; Mrs Haines, an ele-
gant summer cosiume of fawn spotted
minsusseline (e soie over nilk, striped
milk rosh, blaek fancy togque  with
shades of magenta floral trimming;
Mra Dignan, an effective mixture of
fawn muslin and green silk Swiss belt,
binck hnt with cerire trimmming: Mra
Guttridge, nli Mlack: Mra (Dr.) Walk-

er, pale lilac, blue eornflower in her
bonnet; Mre Darby, white muslin pver
biue; Mrs Erson, a deft conmbination
of blue and green shades in her dress,
npstand bows to match jn her hat;

Mre J. J. Dixon, black; Mrs Pea-
cocke, yellow muslin flowered
with ecrimsgon, Dblack hat with

Mrs J. J. Dixon, bluck; Miss 1*ea-
s grey mixture with horizontal rows
of pink chiffon edged with primrose
lace, .bonnet of tulle with green and
roses; Mrs J. W. James, handsome
black silk spotted crepon trimmed
with jet beads, lace and chiffon ruffied
shoulder cape, black honnet; Miss
Jumes, very becoming lilac muslin
with narrow striped yoke and trim-
mings, with funcy straw  hat
with feathers and ribbon; the Misses
Garland, white; Mrs Millar, green and
red tigured silk, white hat with bulg-
ing erown, covered with gold barred
chiffon, feather and white silk aide
bows; Mrs J. J. Holland, rich black
silk nond green, black bonnet with
green touches; Miss Hollund, white
picque with pink; Mrs Alfrel Nathan,
a lovely cream silky materinl, faintly
figured in colours, black toque; Miss
Hooper, blue flowered muslin: Mrs
Horace Walker, electric blue bengaline
trimmed with rows of narrow black
satin ribbon on skirt and bodice, white
vest, straw hat with feathers and pa'e
buff satin under spotted net; Mrs
Devore, French grey coat and skirt,
crushed strawberry silk vest kilted in
vellow lace appligue, very handsome
black bonnet with a quantity of gold
embroidery, pearls, and fenthers; Mrs
F, Barnard, black and white checl,
black chapeau; Mrs Nicholls, purple
lilae, cream plastron, blkack hat; Miss
MeMtillan, cream muslin; Miss Horne,
pink and blaeck; Miss Tole, white, blue
senrf, blark hat with yellow roses;
Mrs Goldie, slate grey coat ane skirt,
blzek hat with feathers and blue trim-
ming; Mrs King, small check silk with
handsome bead embreidery facings,
cream silk vest, purple and blue bon-
net; Mrs Dnere, green shot silk, bon-
net to mateh; Miss Girdler, white
pigue, white hat; Mrs Brabant, block,
white plastron, pale yellow roses in
her bonnet; Mrs Rlose, brown costume,
eream trimming; Mrs Hope Lewis,
grey; Mrs Bedlington, black, moauve
andd black bennet; Mrs Robson, white:
Miss King, pink cembric with inrer-
tion, white hat; Mrs A. 5. Russell,
small-patterned  pigesn  grey  silk,
black bonnet relieved with pink; Mra
Upton, a grey and brown check, grev
=ijk rucked plnstron, jet bonnet with
shatded roses; Miss Shepherd, petunia
voslume; Mrs Townsend, grey with
black trimming, variegated bonuet;
Miss May Sellers, fawn, hat to match
with crimson silk  rne inl.r:; Mrs
Rishop (Christehureh), mourning cos-
tume; Mrs Crowiher, black, black bon-
net with roses; Mrs and Miss Udy
Mrs Nicholson, pale green, bluck hut
with yellow roses; ,\Iiss Crust, black,
green in her bennet; Mrs Garland,
black, pretty chapeau; Mrs Sydnex
Nathan, handseme pale green  silk
under fing black lace grenadine, black
kilk sash, benferl green ssementerie
trimming, and bonnet with red anid
pink shades of flowers, chiffon and
feathers; Miss Rattray, Dblack; Mrs
Jefferson, white pigue coat and skirt,
summer hat; Mrs Goadall, black dress;
hlack bonnet; Mrs Chambers, black;
Mrs Rattray, black; Miss Watson,
white pique, white hat with flowers;
one Miss Keesimr in blue cambric skirt,
blue siriped blonse bodiee, hat trim-
med with darker blne and foliage; ithe
other in white pique skirt, pale green
and white striped blouse, hat to har-
monise; one lady whom 1 did not
know wore a pretty faney silk with
narrow  velvet ribben  trimming,
cream hat laden with roses.

At last the long-expected day fixed
for the

OPEXNIN(G OF THE EXHIBITION
arrived andd last Thursday saw erowds
of people  wending their way te
I'rinces-street to see or Le aeen, or
perhaps to combine both, There was
no difficulty in naking through the
Exhibition buildings nlong the pas-
sages, lined with soldiers of various
s6T1R, to the Choral Hall doer, awl
there the erush began. Everyone was
anxions to get in at once, so that it
was ditticult to see the smart frocks
which had been epecialiy made for thia
auspicious oeension. Full particulars
of the opening ceremonies will e
given elwewhere, ac that conly gowns
need coine under present considera-
tion. The Countess of Ranfurly wae
very handsomely dressed in rich blue
Rilk, brocaled with a small black and



