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GOUT

readers of this paper shoula
knaw that to effectually curs
Gout the great thing to do is
to eliminata the urates from the
system, which are tha cause
of the malady, and nothing

does this so effectually as
Bishop's Citrate of

Lithia,
which is strongly recommended
by the ' Lancet,” and * British
Medical dournal.” Supplied oy
all Chemigla 1n  1wo  sizes,

Australlan 0ffices
18. O'CONMELL.GTREET, SYONEY

TOPIG§;§;%_WEEK.
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AUCKLAND EXILIBITION,

ibition will be
to-imorrow  (Tharsday)
relleney the Governor, Ex-
have been roised very high
wrd to i, and the Exee
Copnni < everyone who foels
any vesponszibility for s suceess, hace
been liibouring hard to raixe the 2how
up o the sarme level, But it is always
a ditfenlt bhusiness to ra anythiny
up o the pitch of expeetation. The
naturad law of attraction is reversed
these cases, and the foree of wiavity
clresses instead of decreases with dis-
tunce. The experience of our remote
farefaibhers on the pliios of Chaldea
when they ser themselves to bhuild a
tawer whose top wolld reach to hea-
ven, hax been that of theic descend-
ants ever since. Nobody coan reason-
expect 1lien that the Auckland
bition will e a brilliant excep-
v ihe rule,  Let it be ays fine as it
t will do well if it comes up to

siputious it hax created. ¥or
fancey now-a-days hias been
such rich food that it is

the popula
nonrished
well nigh impossible to surprise it. We
bave grown so familiar with marvels
througrh readimr about them. even if

we have not xeen them all, that our
ygrination, starting from that van-
1age prround, hax sourerd away into the
vmpyremm, o the natter of exhibi-

tions, Paris ol wlnn have shown
ux such  wong that  poor littte
fledgeling cities, fuar away from the

heart of civilisntion, have no chanee to
startle the publie with the splendour
itwde of their industrial and
tisptays.  Yet, though such an
an as this of Anckland can
ke no pretence to rival the wonders
= next vear, the Ancklnibers
ves [eel oo small cdegree of
pride in the show. Probabily i oar
little communitios uclh an event oeen-
pie= w much lurger proportion of the
public attention than similar shows do
in the morve pepulons centres of the
Ol World.  The people of Darix
identify themselves to a Rurprising
extent with any exhibition that may

s r on in their city; but we

kodo it not a whit less. but
rather more, If it should be your
wowd  fortune. dear reader, to be a

visitor to Auckland duaring the next
two manthi—whick, next to being an
Aucklander, is the hest fute | can wish
you for that time—yon will not fail to
remark that the whole population of

the ety feels itself parct nod parcel of

the wxhibition,  Fyvery man. woman,

wheh childl is, »0 to speak, on exhibi-
tion, wl they Jet you koow it ton, A
poor Boutherner or 4 visitor from Aus-
tralusia ennnot but feel his inferiority
il Aueh n period an he meets in the
Atrect those crawads af fuces all wenr-
ing

that
riarit)

self-complacent look of
which distinguishes ‘ex-

It in a look which saysx
% the things in the Museurna
regurd nnd admire me as
rych an yan pleare, it you must not
toneh me” 1t would be folly to feel

any annoymue on that seore. Yom
st take it un part of the show, and
subanit abro t0 have the beauties of
the Queen of the North recited to you
Ly every Aucklunder youy meet, In-
if you wouhld like to pass as an
hunk of more than nsusl sagacity,
iid e well to have a pocketful
of notes of ailmiration with yon with
whicvh 1o sprinkle your conversation,
AMuo, it will it he amirk te guote
Kipling’s apostrophe to Auckiand, be-
givning *Last, loneliest, loveliest® at

e dal:gu"fm ,3-.'::.-/7;- ex/tna
g A‘ﬁ‘ﬁ(leﬂn‘ﬂ e far "

=huet Tntervals during your stay in
the city; nnd above ull things, de not
furget that the citizen who takes you
ip inte the mountain (Mount Eden)
and shows vou all the glories of Auck-
lund, expects you to fall down and
worship—not him precigely, but the
knlsenpe, and him indireetly as part
proprietor of that wonderful scene.

A HAVEN OF REST.

R we going mad? This uvgly
qnestion hay been forced upon

the people of the neighbouring col-
ony of Victoria by the statistieians,
whe declare that during the last 12
years the number of lunatics in Vie-
torin hus steadily increased at
in  alarming rate, and In  spite
of a falling off in the popu-
lation. With a little koowledge
of simple proportion it is easy for
anyone to calculate how this condi-
tion of lhings must end nnless it is
clhiecked. Of comrse the counversiom
of the entire colony inte a race of
blithering idiots—which i3 the ulti-
mate logical outcome of such a tend-
eney—is likely to be hindered in many
ways; and in any ease it could be ar-
rived at only after such a lapse of
years thatl it need not greatly trouble
the present generation.  DBut long
before that time the prevalence of a
irge insane element in the com-
¥ would produce marked re-
sukts and oxercise unmistakable in-
Huenee, The trouble and difficulty
would probably reach its most acute
phase when half the population was
tegarded by the other half as non
vompos mentix, Then as public opin-
jun would be equally divided on the
yuestion of what constituted ranity
aml what  insanily, fituers for amn
asyium and fitnesa to move abroad
free from restraint. soeial conditions
wanld present strange contradictions,
You know what it is when a gentle-
man who has imbibed too freely is
uncerelmonionsly dragped off to the
=tation in spite of his solemn asser-
tionx that he is *p'fec’ls shoher.” He
naturally believes that he .5 a much
injured and totally misunderstood in-
dividual, but as  unfortunatety for
him the largely prepondering physical
and moral force is on the side of so-
liriety he has to submit. Under such
vonditiona us we are supposing mipght
arise M Victoria the position of the
man who wag ‘off hir head’ wonld be
much the same an thot of the com-
taeh drunk with this preat difference
that he would have on his side quite
ar muelt puhblic opinion and phyrical
foree s those who sought to inear-
cerate hine in the asxlone But long
before it eame to anythinge like o
strupgele between the two classen idean
an 1o what was insanity and what
win not wanld have beon greatiy
mlified, The wtandarls by which
we judge of A man's capability to
ok after himaelf would be very
mtich lowered from whnt they now
nre, and even now they are not so
absolute ar they might be, It is gen-

mun

ernlly wiuspected that most of us have
a little mental flaw komewhere, a rift
within the lute; and probably in a
mich higher siate of eniture and elvi-
lisation -than the present thousgmia
who now paas ax perfectly sane indi-
vidiala would find themselves in luna-
tie asylumx, How many of us have
canse to be thankful that the stand-
ard of sanity is not higher than it is.
Aned if any of ‘us have any fear that
it is inclined to De too high for us
the soouner we move our houzehold
wods to Victorin the better. It is in-
evitable that the standard of sanity
there will become more easy to pass
as time goes on until at last the man
who ix regarded as o doddering sim-
pleton here may pass as o moderntely
shrewd member of society in the
neighbouring colony. In the hurey
and sivess of modern life when the
strongrest may bave a break down it
is certainly comforting to think that
there exists 1 haven to which we can
retire if anything should happen to ws
— a haven where our little mental
deficieuvies will be generonrly ig-
nored if indeed they do not actually
bring distinetion and honenr.

THE QUALITY OF MERLY.

1'1‘ is rumoured that the Prevention

of Cruelty to Animals Society
is going to bring n csse against an
othcer of a Union steamer for shooting
u porpoise in the French Pass. I had
no idea that the society carried itz
tutelary functions so far. I always
imagined that its control stopped with
the shore, or ut least was only ex-
tended to certain ocean birds. That it
tnkes under its care the denizens of
the vasty deep is prebably news to
most people, and many will be inclin-
el to smile unsympathetically at the
notion of the socjety constituting
itself the protector of all the whales
and little fishes. The general impres-
sion is that the inhabitapts of the
watery world lie entirely without the
scope of its benevolence. To speak of
eruelty on the part of man towards
any memher of the finny tribe sounds
absurd. Does it ever ceccur to any
of the disciples of Izaac Walton, nsu-
ally the gentlest of men, that they are
guilty of a want of consideration for
the feelings of the salmon when they
rnn him with hook and line up and
flown his native stream for hours at u
time? T have seen the dying schoap-
per with gasping mouth and fixed
ever ynake most eloquent appeal in
vain to Christian and philanthropic
gentlemen to put an end to its misery.
Naturally, we terrestrial mammals
have little sympathy with the true
fishes; and the fact that we are more
egkin to such creatures as the whale,
the dolphin, the porpoise, which are
not true fishes, does not seem to beget

The cofiien who thhes you ap fa the
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any particular feeling of compassion
for them in our bosom. The poet
unilerstooul this wher he made the
shooting of the allatrass the canse of
all the disaster that overtook the
Ancient Mariner. Picture to yourself
how euperlutively Tudicrons it would
have been had the destruction of a
mullei ar a fiat fish been represented
ar the cnnne of all the trovbls, T vield
to no one in my admiration of the
wark unidertnken by the Boviety for
the I'revention of Cruelty to Animalg,
smd I have not the least objection
that it rhould protect the porpoires,
though there are deacribed as ‘the

most. dreaded enenrdes of our fomd
fishen.! The chief objection | see in
the langer of the orgunisation extepd-
ing ita funciions too far and bhecom-
Ing too senxitive in regard to aniwnl
tife. 1t i not impossible to enltivaie
yuite & Huddhistic reverence in that
respect. My Unele Toby, you remneni-
ber, wonld not x0 much ar kill a Llue-
bottle, a particulnrly irritating inkect
on warm summer afternoons, if you
happen to be bald or enjoyving forty
winks, Unele Tohxy chased the beast,
andd opening the window set it free
with these memorable worda, *There
is room in the world, little iy, for
both you and we.” 'This is very beau-
tiful to read of in eolid weather when
there are no flies, bat T wonld not
likt to hear that the pociety had re-
solved to prosecute fly killers. T it
went 8o far it might as well o n step
further aml take undes itw arm—
I pity the arm--that much-unbused in-
sect the common flea.

WHAT WE MAY EXPECT.

HE prohibitionistr intend to make

a big fight next election. Tt s
rinmonred that they will ran a candi-
date for almost every constituency in
the colony, Of course if they have
even & moderate degree of suecess it
will mean the establishment of an-
nther party—a prohibition party—in
the House, with persistent efforts after
maore liquor legislation. Shonld they
prove very successful the result may
bhe that we shall have very little but
litynor legislation in Parliament. One
uhmest trembles at the thoughi of
with a strong anti-lignor party in
Parliament would be like. We have
prohibitionists in the House already.
io be sure, but they confess ic other
political interesis besides a desire to
{imit or anmihilate the liquor trade.
BRut the man who gets into Parliament
on the prohibition ticket exclusively
will be a prohibitionist and nothing
more; and that will be more than
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enough. His whole heart and soul,
and head and tomgue will be devoted
exclusively to the ome ebject. No
weak npostles of water will the men
be who get into the Hopuse on ihe
prohibition ticket; they would be ure-
less in en election campaign—the
party kmow that full well. 5o only
the most uncompromising and milit-
ant advocates of total abstinence will
be put forward. The aggressive in-
ilividluals of the party, the faddisis
who fur vears have been soaked and
stewed in their fpds, the men to whoke
minds  anything is justifiable that
Tavours or helps their own narrow
way of thinking—these will be the
candlidates at the hustings. Judging
from what 1 have heard from the lips
of the most prominent of the class, 1
imagine thai their advent en masse
on the pelitical field will scarcely
improve the tone either at election
meetings or in the House; and it may
be guestioned whether the entire al-
sence of alcoholie persmasion from
their candidature, or of aleocholic
stimnulus from their speeches in Par-
linment will atone for everything that
they do give us. 1 pity those pour
members who are not of their way of
thinking if a strong prohibition party
gets into the House, for it is there
thut these partisans of oqua pura will
feel in duty bound to wapre relentless
war with liquoer under nny shape ot
waikteont or in any  human  form,
Ielliny*s, ar Bt har been known, will
have to go, Tt will Aurely beeome n
mere place of coffee and fizzing drinks.
Tkut even hefore that the life of the
member who takes ‘a drop of summat®
when so dispored” will become B burs
den to him.  ITe will have to walk
maort warily, lest he ahould stumble,
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