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RALPLS TAUPIRE COAL
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hank of the river, where the company
jre-rsesses a mile frontage and 36 aeres
of virgin ground. This ground over
the river has been bored 45 [=et in twa
different holes. and no bottom was
f(-und at that depth. The bores were
it voal when the boring
ed, so there is every to
k that the big seam on whirh the
conrpany are mow working under the
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r rer will eoontinue in this new wroaael
iei the river the roal Is § nir:z
1 devpening as progres: bring
male. sl this is a2 pood sign. The
seata is apparently dipping warth ol
we w. The strara whirh oveclays the
coal seam is esiimated in some parts to
b 60 feet thick and in other parts 100
feret. This strata is composed of hard
sandstone and layers of white fire
clay rock.

A great feature about the eoal is the
tven gquality in all of the faces. It s
of the brown oriler. and soljd andlean.
The faces vary from =ft by 1ift to
13fr by 16ft and 15ft. and those faces
are to be enlarged, for the coal stands
well und wmakes splendid working
pillars aml roofs. The deprth and
width of the seam is said 1o be the
largest this side of the line. An in-
spection of the coal after burning
shows that it burns to a cleanm ash.

there bwing no “clinker” or conglomera-
tion left in the grate.

¢in the seore of safety to the miners
nothing has heen lefs undone. The
men are working under most favour-
able eonstitions. for there is plenty of
room, and the mine is particularly
wall ventilated, and nice and open.
There is no fonl gas in the mine. and
it izs free from water. Some forty
vigurous yeung men are employed in
th= workings, all being on piece work,
ihe hours of toil being from 5 a.m.
until 3 pom A few of the most expert
men, it is stated. earn as much as €4
per week, and others £3. The hanl-
age armangements for ggetting the
skips of coal from the workings to
the bottom of the shafr are most com-
plete, and everything in this connec-
tion works smoothly. Mr V. .1, Ralph
is general manager and Mr M. A,
Thilips secretary of the mipe.
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