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GOUT

eadera of this paper shoula
know that to effectually cure
Gout the great thing to do iz
to eliminate the urates from the
aystem, which aré the causa
of the malady, and nothing
doen this so effectually as
Bishop’s GCitrate of Lithia,
which is atmng|¥ recommended
by the "*Lancet,” and * British
Medical dournal.” Suppli
all Chemigis n  iwao sirea.
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TIE TERRIBLE KUMI

( Ul New Zealind tresh has been

ted with o mew  inderest,
mintls with a desid terror
the stary of the discovery
in the bush soma fifty
ick: has Dbeen
sulated throughout the length and
(dth of the coleny, 1t wis only
the ather day thut our little scientitic
worll here was preatly excited over
the capture of a Notor thut peculi-
arly rara avis; but the discovery of the
Kumi. if it proves to have been dis-
covered, is an event ealeulated to ex-
cite rmt merely naturalists, but eve
wamnn sukl ehild in the com-
For the Kumi stands in guite
rent cate zory to the Notormis.
lutier is after all but a hit of
and bwesides the one recently

s of the family in Kurapean
fut the Kumi is a cold.
sanvian menster  that  has
noalive or desd By aoy-
one now living, OFf Dis  apperance
sl huabits we know nothingrn except
what *he Maoris were told by their
mreat  gramilnthers, whe, it seems,
had et the Kumd, though they never
cultivated very intinuite redations with
And Tittle does one wander
unneighbonrly  attitnde.,  The
was not an animzl to maks

- with, ling  to  the
Maetis, he was huge  lizaed,

clammy
nev e deen se

like a

The q“escd. dl‘:ct’cr" of the Mumi
near Geshorne |

witle Terier Begrs, = D @ preent head
Tilwe a0 blldoge, ol jaws filleel with
curved et ol © bwislae feet
[ FEYTET A | FE TV 1T b, sl gl

B sl fer bi
till hin

{RIRs
Moa aml e were great chos; o fact,

the Maori idea wus that be used to
protect hia feathers] friend; and so
when the moa disuppeared the Kumi,
having, so to sapenk. ne more ohject
in hie, wos supposed to have become
extinet also. It may turm out, how-
ever, that he has only been lying low
all these generntions. At presemt his
existence hangs chiefly on the word
of 1 bush-feller of Arowhana, who wys
he s&aw & strange animal answering
the Maori description of ile Knmi run
into & hole in & ruta tree. Other bush-
fellers who were summoned at ones
by the discoverer, allege that they
could trace footprints of un altogether
unknown appearmnnce to the hole, and
round the tree they could see the track
worn by the claws of the creature. 1
confess the chain of evidence is not ot
the strongest. We are ndl awnre that
it is on record that scores of bush men
and men not connected with the bush
have seenr snakes in this  colony,
while, as a faet, we are entirely free
froan such vermin.  But still the evi-
dence is almnst as pood as that on
which the great @es serpent. has estab-
fishexl o stromr niiment in favonr

ter than that on whivh some friends of

the Taniwha nttempted to n for
him a standi in the colony. If not
enough to make s actually believe
that the Kumi is =till with us, thar

Bushman's story will he quite snih-
cient to mive us the creeps xt time
v oa stranpe sondd when we are
hted in the bush, Further, it
will e somnething to frighten onr dis-
obedient ¢hildren with; nml. bottoer
still, ta startle the girls at bhush pic-
nivs. The vague terrors that may e
evelvedl out of that litthe story. the
stimulus to i ation it can affard
o the provender for hungry mipht-
mares mike the incident. of the dis-
¢ of thw Kumi—whetk it Tenlly
s to the category of discoveries
v to that of inventions—a valu.
able mklition to that steek of half
beliefs on which to o laTge extent we
depend for a living. When all that
sciemee  amdl seepticism  enn suggest
has been said, it still does not folloaw
that such an animal as the Kumi does
not exist in New Zealand., T own it is
strange that no ane has come: arross
him tiH now. and T don™t repnied the
fact that the Government has recently
taken under its protection the Tautara
—that distant relation of the Komi—
as explanatorv of the latter's Te-ap
e That. would Iy-tokem =a
range of intelligence and a knowledge
of the world generally which is not to
he lauked for even in a sanrian thatsad
nf the feet of the Mea andd eakles that
riant nornis friend. But in o new
country Tike this there must sorelv e
i feny surprises in store for vs yet. 1
manrish a hope that some one may
come aeross the Moa seome <kay.

STATE

THE ACME OF PATER-
LISM.
FIY HE legislators of France, face to

face with the problem of how to
arrest the decline in popuniation which
menns an annual loss to the countey
of 20,000 persens, have lghted on a
new deviece. Ilitherto they hava heen
endenavouring to populirise marTinge
by taxing the hachelors, and encourag-
inyr large families by giving ‘specinl
jndneements' to  the fathers
mothers of snch. Tiut all thes
have had only a very moder
ve and now the (-mernmenf tles-
piring of heing able to appreciably
inerease the nmmmber of its bahies, hos
determined ta take special care of (he
ones it has, Every one ia faw r with
the fact that the rate of infioct mor-
tulity is enormously larger thaa that
which prevails among adults. For in-
stunce, even in healthy New aad,
which boasts of the lowest de nh Tile
in the world, the number of children
whe die before they reach [ive years
iz twelve timwes larger than the -
ber of those whao die hetween {ive und
te and three and o half RIS
higr as the number of those who dic
between thirty and forty or fors amd
fif1y. Bearing this general fact in view
the Governtment of Fruopee Bos peesed
i kw eanbun 1r o number of regala-
« for the eure und upbringinzg of
tender infants. One provisien of this
menstire forbids anyvone to give solid
firs® of any kined to bubics under one
yenr withom the writt
a qualitied physicineg
hibits the use

Decaiise
g The vt
hl that the lot of ha
v wie o truly en-

preferred to remain n long clothes
all my life with a bottle and 2 ‘prawm’- -
the admired of all admirers—in prefer-
ency to growing up through a df
pointing  childhood and 8 thwarted
boyhomd to mon's weary estate, |lut
in France under thiz new arrangrmeat
the condition of babydom is womethisg
infinitely auperior to anything any of
us have ever expericnced. These little
crumbs of humanity, so fo & %,
which we by our VOV excess of kind-
ness and gener'ﬂ ipnorance snffer to
fall from our tables, Fromee proposes
to economicnlly guroer. She has to be
thrifty with her population in these
duys has France, and hence she means
to save the scraps. One smiles at such
care us is hetokened in the provigions
against solil food and long tubed
feeding bottles. but the day may come
when we shall not despise such de-
vires. Statistics tell ns the birth rate
of the colony is decreasing, and with
a diminished production of bhubies the
3 of the ontput must be increased.

a charming outlook for pos-

¥! The baby of to- is doubt-
dear  enough to his immediate
pPegenitors and relations, BLut  the

baby of the futvere will be a national
treasure.  Yes, irstoad of being as he
i, the terror of most people out-
hl\ ovwn family cinvle Lt
of current humowur, the ave
bachelors, e will rank as th
precious of our national pers

HING, BOYS, SINGS

B ROMUTL. of the Aockbloal Eduea-

tion Tkl will not Improbably
achieve for a time o more envieblo
fate than Lemuels mother assigned
tn the virtuows woman in the last
chapter of Proverbs. Not only will his
awn ehildren arise up and eall him
blessed, but the whole children of the
colony must feel inclined to bless o
magnify his name.  Il'or it is to Mr
Muir that they largely owe various
suggrestions calenlated 1o lessen the
buriden of schoot life. Mr Muir re -
ly advocaied the abolition of th i-
vidnal examination system—a olorions
reform 1 funey in the eyes of every
schoolboy  and  schowlgirl, and the
Chief Taspeetor, though he would not
guo 5o far as that, went to lengihs fhat
cenipletely upset all the pupilaty pre-
coneeptions of that augnst  embodi-
ment of pedagopic omnipotence. lie
said that the scholars were overloared
with work. le virtually concedod the
truth of three-fourths of that rhymne,
fiom which I remember T used to draw
some solave, which Legins by eciar-
inx that multiplication is a \'ex;ltion.
andd ewts by attributing the inerense
in juvenile insanity to the teaching of
fractions, What precisely is likel, 1o
vome put of all this no one can pre-
ten! to foresve, but I am inclined to

» attribuflés fhe increase (n J.uven;'lc.
m:.a.n‘-fi ﬁ‘ﬁu_ﬁuhmg of

Tans .

regare it as a premounition of the total
upticval of our present educntionzl
syetem, which is largely made up of
crin and sham, T understamd that in
the schools some sense of a change
is dimly felt, anid warmly welconunl,
bur from what I hear our  young
friends are seaceely well informed on
the matter, There in o growing con-
vietion in some sehool circles that the
sehool sxllibus is to bo enormonsly
. corpotal punishment sutire
4 ished, holtidays Largely extends
oel, and nlt Aher o sort. of milien-
i, inow)
muster will Jis down peacefully with

t lnmh of & pupil, ia to dawn over
1 sehonl  world,  Now  thess ure
vikionnry hojwer which one cannot cu-
vonrage. 1 oenn aesore

temlers that there is no tounh Lion

for their entertaining such guixotic
dreams. Mr Muir and the Chiet In-
Apector, though evidenily much more
like the school master in Benu Bolt,
thun the traditional dominie, scarcely
contemplate a revelution of that kiml:
and what they deo contempiate must
certainly prove a disappointment to
8!l wha are expecting the millenmum.
For even their ideas on the zubject of
education, liberal and enlightened
men a8 they are, must Btill he zome-
what behind the schoolboy’s ideas.
TLey still believe that it is neressury
that youth should be taught some-
thing—antiquated Jdelusion thowrh it
may be—und if they counsel contract-
ing the area of study it is only that
what s taught may he taught nore
thoroughly. At the tisk of -ll-prnm,.,
them of their present popolarity, 1
mnst unmask their real purposcs. That
confluence of pedagogic and pupilury
opinion which is the vain dream of
boyhool, may never happen, In the
wature of things they are ns opposcd
as the poles.

THE TRANSMIGRATIONS OF LL
QOR old Li Hung Chang!  This
partilion of China hosiness seems
Comingg very near uw partitien of him
tuo. The other day he was Vieeroy of
China, bt thanks te British jnfluenee
hie has aow been dismissed from that
Ligh nlitude. Appsrently, however.
he has ibe powertul friendship of Ros-
sin on his side, gl the Museovite s
tloing #ll he can to get Li back intu
his okl post, and may suceeed. Al
the smine, the mwortmnty of things in
this mutable world m have heen
boine home on the great Chinaman
with miinful forve in the last year or
s Defore the foreign devils took it
infe their heads to worry over China,
1he pusition of LI Hong Chang mnst
have partaken in a f r degree of that
stendfast conser etor which
helongs o most thm,u's in thellowery
Lard. Throwgh his own talents aned
Ly taking aclvaimtage of tha
systemn of Iegalised plunder and bri-

“The career of sath men ay L) Hung
u wven Bun Tuck 13 not by any means
afl beer and skittles

bery which prevails in his country, the
Viceroy had gathered to himself ao in-
considernhie amwount of gear. Some
sy he is the richest man in the world.
rver thal muy e, he s cert
und he doubtless tooked forward
to enjoying his wealth in his declining
years ufter the most H[)])l‘l)\i‘(] fashion
of his mee. But Fate in the shape of
the foreign devils has intervensib, ana
now he finds himselfl little more than
a footimll—a costly one, no rlunht et
s3] a Tootledl—For  the
Kick, To say the least of i
of a football ix ot & v
ey, and it must e par
Hating, one would say, to a M
of the first degree, who hax 1

-
ratel with peacock feathers aml erim-
I wous, to have perforee o il

the bill. OF course, the moral of Li
Mung Chang’s story is obyvious, wil s
alle o il Colestinds amnt
nx wlike. e eonsiil o it
rugrests to obacure preople like yon
wd e Jx that after ali we my nnt
have the worst of the bargoain, The
enreer of suel men nx Li Hong or even
Lun Tuek i nl Ly uny amcuns ull
beer and akittles,




