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Bir G. M. O'Rorke waa a passenger
to Auckland from Wellington by the
Takapunu, which arrived on Saturday,

Captain Rus=zell, M.H.R., came up
from Wellington the other day and
paid & short visit to Hastings.

Mr Cyril Towsey was presented by

Mr M. Fountain on behalt
of the wmembers of the Auck-
land Banjo, Guitar, and Mamdolin

Club, with a silver matchbox, on the
occagion ot his leaving Auckland.

The Count and Countess de Courte
have taken Mrs Levins' residence in
Wellington, recently occupied by the
Hon. Mr Arkwright, M.LL.C., and his
family, while in Wellington.

It speaks well for Auckland that Mr
C. J. A. Haselden (ex-Under-Secretary
for Justice} and Mrs Haselden have
elected to settle down in Auckland
after having paid visits of inspection
to the chief cities of the colony.

Mr Ruddock, of Auckland, has been
paying a visit to Napier.

Misges Hatherley and Dampier were
the guests of Mr and Mrs Kinsey, Pa-
panui Road, Chrirtchurch, from Satur-
day till Monday. They returned to
Dunedin by express on Tuesday.

Archhishop Ttedwood has been pay-
tng =a visit to Hastings, Hawke's Bay.

Tr. De Clive Lowe has started prae-
tice in Auckland, and has settled him-
self in one of the handsome new
houses in Symonds-street, oppusite St.
Paul’'s Church.

Mr R. S. Mestayer, who has so skil-
fully carried out the drainage scheme
of Wellington, goes to Dunedin to re-
port on the drainage question of ihat
city about the middie of September,
and prior to leaving Wellington Mr
Mestayer will take a fortnight’s well-
earned holiday.

Misses Celiae Dampier and Constance
Hatherley returned to Christeburch
from Dunedin on Wednesday week,
and both took part in the orchestra at
the Musical Union Concert on Thurs-
day. Miss Hatherley's harp greatly ad-
ding to the effeat of the orchestration.

Mr H. D. Bsker, of Wellington, has
presented four Matara lizards to the
Opawa fish breeding establishment,
near Christechurch, where a suitable
habitation has been set apart for
them, hopes being entertained of their
hreeding there in eaptivity.

‘The Rev, Wm. Day, of Carliale, has
accepted by cable an invitation from
the Mount Eden Congregational
Church, Auckland, to fill its pulpit
for a year with a view to ultimately
obtaining the pastorate. Mr Day for
eight years had a charge in Brisbane,
Queensland, but he left Brisbane some
years ago for England on account of
his wife’s health. Mr Day, who is a
very able man, is expected to preach
his first sermon in the Mt. Bden Con-
gregational Church probably on the
first Sunday ir the coming December.

The Hon. Mr Peacock, M.L.C., and
Mre Peacock, are amongst the South-
ern visitors staying in Wellington for
the session, and are lodging at Misa
Malcolm's, on the Terrace,

Mr R. E. Tsaacs left Auckland on
Saturday morning by H.Ms. Tau-
ranga as a passenger by invitation of
the Captain an< ofticers.

Messra Colling, Flower and Rlunden,
of Christehurch, went. North on Tues-
day night with 2 team of College foot-
ballers.

Mrs Dr. Colling and her sister, Mrs
Arthur Pearce, had a narrow escnpe
from a serious accident while driving
out to the golf links in Wellington last
week. Their pony cart collided with a
enb, ang both ladies were thrown out,
but beyond being slightly bruised and
shaken, sustained no injuries, but the
pony cart was not so fortunate how-
ever, being very much domaoged. No
blame was attached to the driver of
the cab, as the accident was purely
accidental.

Mrs and Migs Riddiford, of the Hutt
(Wellington) who went to Wanganul
to be present at the school football
tmateh, have returned, and are enter-
taining the teams at A dance next
week.

Mi=s 8t. Hill (Hawke'a Bay) in the
guest of Mrs W. Pharazyn in Welling-
ton,

Misa Balfour (Napier) Ia staying
with Mra Gore, in Wellington.

Mr A. Stapp, who has heen in
Auckland for some months, has re-
turned to New Plymouth.

Mra Newman, of Wellington, ia
with her son, paylng a visit to Mr and
Mrs I"at Campbell, at ‘Islam,’ Christ-
church.

Miss Studholm (Christchurch) ie the
guest of Mra Tolhurst, in Wellington.

Mr John Fairchild, son of the late
Captain Fairchild, who recently went
Home to England to complete his
menial course, is expected out again
by the Gothie, which is due in Welling-
ton on the 18th September next.

Mr B. Fookes, who has been paying
New Plymouth a visit, returned to
Auckland last week.

The Countess of Ranfurly takes a
keen and kindiy interest in the Alex-
andra Home, and the Girls’ Friendly
Society Lodge, in Wellington, and paid
a visit to both those institutions dur-
ing last week, being secompanied by
the President of the Society, Mrs J. LI
FitzGGerald.

The Misses Nedwill (Christchurch)
are now the guests of Mrs Harry Gore
in Wellington.

Mr H. D. Bell has heen elected Fresi-
dent of the Stur Boating Club in Wel-
lington, having been a member of the
Club sinee 1875, and is ulso one of the
Club’s trustees.

Miza E. Williams (Hawke's RBay)
who has heen stuying in Wellington
with her aunt, Mrs J. C. Willinms, has
teturned to her home.

H.M.s. Torch, Commander Henry
Trealy, arrived in Wellington on the
2th from Auckland, euncountering
very heuvy weather in the Straits, and
will probably remain in that port un-
til the end of this week.

Mr Joe Ward, who has been on a8
visit to the 0ld Country, has returned
to his home in New I'lymouth,

The Mayor of Wellington (Mr Blair}
has received =an official invitation
from Auckland to attend the opening
of the Industrial Exhibition, which is
to be held there in Pecember.

The Bishop of Wellingion and Mrs
Waltis, returned to Wellington from
their visit to Taranaki and Auckiand
on Tuesday last.

Mr JF. Anwlerson, who resided in Pie-
ton a few years ago, has returned once
more to that favoured locality. He is
now staying at the Craddock Beau-
champs, at *Anikiwa,’” Queen Charlotte
Sound.

The Hon. Mr Reynolds, M.L.C., ac-
companied by Mrs and Miss Reynolds,
returned from Wellington by the Ro-
tomahana on Monday, having received
leave of absence for the rest of the
session, owing to indisposition.

The Misses Harding., of Wellington,
have gone to stay with friends in the
Wairarapa.

Missa Seymour and the Misses Fell
{2}, of Pictom, cycled up to Meadow-
hank to spend n few days with Mrs Q,
B. Richardsan, Inst week.

The ymny friends of Vicomte Jouf-
froy IYAbbans, formerty French Con-
sul in Wellington. will be interested
to hear that he hns been appointed
Freneh Consul in Singapore.

Misa Moran, Tun Marina, ia visiting
AMrs Western at “The Lindens,” Mount
I"leasant, Ficton.

Mira Hordern (Canterbury) has
been the guest of Mre Medley, in Wel-
lington, leaving for Christchurch last
week,

Mr A. I). Riley. the Director of the
Wellington Technical School. returned
from a five montha" visit to England
by the %5.8. Maorl, on Tuesday last,
having henefited greatly in health ow-
ing to the trip, and bringing back a
very large atore of lmowle#a of the

English technical systein, which will
prova of great help and walue in his
New Zealand work. While away Mr
Riley visited the technical institutions
of London, Glasgow, Manchester,
Edinburgh and Birmingham, and is
now engaged upon an exhaustive re-
port for submission to the Wellington
Educution Board and the Uovernment,
which should prove of great interest
to all lovers of art.

Mr A. W. McKEellar, who is a son of
the Wellington Collector of Customs,
and who formerly belonged to Auck-
land, is mentioned as one of the sub-
lientenants appointed to the R.N. Re-
serve. Mr Mckellar is at present chiel
officer of the $5.8. Otarama, which is

now making the voyage from the
LBluff to London,
Mrs Gregg. Mahakipawa, Ficton,

has returned from Wellington after a
visit of a few weeka,

Mrs Charles Johnston (Wellington)
paid 2 short visit to Wanganui last
week, being present at the football
match there between the Collegiate
School of Wanganui and the Welling-
ton Cellege Boys.

Lientenant Colomel Gudgeon, the
new British Resident for the Cook
Group, left Auckland on Saturday
mmorning by H.M.s. Tauranga. The
warship, after making & short stay at
Rarotonga, wilk return 4o Auckland,
calling in at Tonga on her way back.

Mr Alfred Brandon (Wellington)
is visiting her sister, Mrs Tilly, in
Wanganui, for a few weeks.

Mr H. Clarke, who has been stay-
ing in New Plymouth for some time,
has now gone to Wellington.

Mr M, Maher, who has for the past
five years performed the duties of
stationroaster at the UUpper Hutt, was,
on his retirement last week, presented
by the employees on the Wellington-
Woodville section, with whom he has
always been immensely popular, with
a very handsome tea and coffee ser-
vive, as a mark of their friendship and
esteemn, The relieving ofticer (Mr Day
viade the presentation on beball of
the employees, who were present in
large numbers, and in the course of &
very happy speech, referred to Mr
Maher's very long connection with the
Ltailway Department, and on behalf of
all present wished him every happi-
ness in the future. Mr Maher joined
the Ruailway Service as long ago as
1474, being the first goods’ clerk at
Pipitea Point, and after 15 yomrs ser-
vice in Wellingion, was transferred to
Ekatahuna, where he remained 5 years,
when he was again transferred to the
Lower Hutt, where he remained until
his retirement last week. Thronghout
his long connection with the Railway
Service Mr Maher has carried out his
duties with unfailing efficiency and
courtesy, and his retirement will be a
subject of regret to his superiors and
the travelling publie. Mr Maher in-
tends spending his retirement in the
Maunawata district, probably near I'al-
wmerston North.

ft will be news to most people that
Eugland has o lady who is o Univer-
sity Fellow. Nevertheless, such is the
The lady in guestion is Miss
ipps, a daughter of the Rer. Sir
James  Philipps, Rart., and sister
of AMr Wyntford Philipps, M.P.

The Empercor and Empress of Russia
(suys “I'ruth’) are to speud a fortnight
in Denmark in August, after which
they will go to Germany for severul
weekr, mnost of the time being possed
at or renr Dormeiadt. It is probable
that the Empress will go to England
for short time in September in the
very strictest incognito, in order that
rhe may pay an entirely privoate visit
to the (ueen nt Dalmernl. The Em.
preas of Russin wna greatly benetited
some yeare ago by a conrse of waters
nt Harrogate, anil there has heen soime
talk nf her paying ancther ririt to
that pluce, ag she has been very much
out of health for the last six monrihs.

It ie not generally known that
Queen Victoria har m Jewish niece,
The laily in the daughter of o musi-
ciun who lived at Viennn, mnd was
well-known as a singvr and n planiat
in that city, when prince Lenpold of
Saxe-Uobitrg, nephew to the Prince
Consort, married her.

SOCIETY ON DITS.

That Mr Seddon thinks it would
be wise for l'nrlinment to give the
Government power to purchase and
the means of puchasing specinwna
that were of scientific interest awd
rire value to the colony—such as the
Notornis Mantelli (takaha), that rure
bird of which a specimen was lotely
found in the South Island.

Tivui an interesting lhtle coronneny
was witnesse:, in the yards of Messrs
C. " and W. Jailey, Awcklund, on
Saturday merning, when the new
oil engine launch, built by these
gentlemen  for the Auckland Naval
Artillery Volunteers, was launched. A
great number of spectators, many of
them lacdies, were present , and the
little vessel was christened the “Alert’
by the Countess of Seafield, whose
youny son, the Hon. Trevor Grant, is
one of the lieutenants of the Naval
Company. The Countess then deliver-
ed u short speech. Captain Commamdl-
ant Le lloy and Mr Mualcolm Niecol,
Chairmun of the llarbour Board, also
spoke, and cheers were given for the
bujlders, enginevrs, and the Countess
of Seafield, The *Alert,” which is a
vory smart looking littfe vessel, can
Lol 80 men, aad, at bher preliminary
trinl on Batarday afterncon, registercd
a speed of 10 knots an howr,

That Waikato farmers favour the in-
troduction of bats and toads to com-
bat the insect pests which so handi-
cap agriceliuml pursuits.

‘That the mnorthern districts are
going to combine with the view of
getting themselves worthily represent-
ed at the Auckland kxhibition. Seve-
ral of the local bodies have already
voted sums of mouney for the purpose.

That Mr Tom Taylor seems to have
& very poor opinion of the body to
which he helongs, since he deciares
that the New Zealand Parliament is
the most cffete orgamisation in the
eolony, and that the struggle poing
on in Parlinment is mereiy for pariy
supremacy, not for the interests of
the country.

That Auckland volunteers thorough-
iy appreciate the prompt generosity
of the Auckland Gas Compuny, who
have lost no time in fulfilling their
promise to gratnitously erect lamps
on the anllottuent at the rear of the
Drill Hall.

That the Engineers of New Zealand,
boith men and employers, are highly
indignant with Mr A, Morrison,
M.H.R., for stating that not twenty-
five of New Zealand trainel enginvers
could hold their own in Kngiish shops,
and they have called upoen Mr Morri-
soie to withdraw his stutement, which
he refuses to de.

That it is not improbable that
Devonport may rejoive w8 seon nx
Auckland, or sooner, in 2 system of
eleetric trama within the borough and
extendiagy to Lake Takapuna, An
application for permission to supply
Devonport with electric troms  and
also with electric light has been me-
eeived Ly the Council amd referred to
a commitlee.

That Hoating coral is so very seldom
encountered that it is interesting to
learn that a monster Llock, floating
like pumice, has drifted on to the
quarantine island, Fiji, and has becn
promptly secured,

That the hented discussion between
the Nelson Edwucation Bouard and ity
town schools committee on the ever
dispu le point of giving religious
instrnction in sehools, stems no nearep
a convlurion now than it was when it
first started.

That the collection of extinet birds
of the Chatham Tslunds in the pallery
of the New Zealind room of the
Christeharch Moseum has now been
almost completed by the recent addi-
tion of a skeleton of the extinet crow
of the Chatham Islonds—a bird as
large as the European raven.

That at n meeting of the Women's
Reform Lengue, held in Auckland Inst
week, a rewolution “That in view of
the alarming  increaging  gnmbling
spirit of the commsnity and its ntten-
dant evils the city membera e re-
yuested to support the Restraint of
Wagering Lill nuw before Padinment®
was mved by Mra Johnaeton, seconded
by Mra Hobb, nod passed by the meet-
ing.

‘I'hat Auckinndd volunteers hnve heen
complaining of the long delay in com-
mepeing the work of repairs nnd ime
provements at the Mount Eilen Rifle
Hange, anet the eonnequent incon-
venient extension of  time  during
which the rifle moge will e unavuii-
able for shooting practice.




