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ter-lie from the merchant prince down
to the coffee-stall keeper? Not a bit
of it. They may and do permit them-
selves to diverge a little from the
straight and narrow way. There are
husiness liem jnrt aB there are socinl
lirs. But colossal lying is bot ths
fashion in the one sphere any more
than in the other. No business and
no society could exist in auch anr ar-
mnaphere. The realm of colossal
lying belengs to the company promo
ter, In a larger proportion of cascas
than one cares to think a lie is the
most valuable of all instruments in
his hands, and the power of systemna.
tic falsehood the surest key to wenalth.
In his case you have the apotheosis of
the lie. He has found in it a sure
rescurce in every time of need. Great
is the lie proper in the hands of the
man who iz expert in its use Your
clumsy liar, of course, comes to grief
sooner cor later — though generally
much later than one looks for; bnt
the adept at the business may go
down to the grave wept, honoured,
and sung,

THE FINANCIAL DEI'ATEF.

NYONE who has any knowledge
to speak of about the inside nf
P'arliament knows that the Financixl
Debate is lenst of all & dehate o
firance. Why this is the case can b
easily  demonstrated. Inm  the firse
place. although the Financial State-
ment is taken by the outside world
to be a truthful exposition of the
juvernment's financial poliey, a Iarge
section in the House refuses to aceept
it as such, and the Government, know-
ing the utter hopelessness of trying to
convinee that section of unbelievers,
do not greatly try. but content them.
selves with the faith of those whe
undoubtingly accept their word for ir.
Then agnin, you must consider how
small comparatively is the mumber iv
the House of those who have really
any bead for figures and how diffculs
it is for those who have some faculty
in that direction to Toaster in their
entirety all the tables and statements
in the Budget. 1 guestion whether
there is ten per cent. of our represen-
tatives capable of passing a very
gImple examication on the Budger.
After gll, they are men very much like
ourselves; and like ug, so fur as the
Eudget is concerned, they live mainly
by faith or by scepticism. I am sure
that not one man in the whole
assembly, the Treasurer himself in-
cluded, ever goeta the hang of every
one of the figures, and the rank and
file stick to such leading features as
the surplus, the debt, and the borrow-
ing proposals without going too deep-
1y intn details. This being the posi-
tion, you can understand how, when
debite comes on, finaneial eritl-
a plays but a small part in it. How
enn you talk about s thing of this
kind if you know next to nothing con-
cerning it. Other matters lend thern-
selves readily to the discursive loqun-
city of ignorance, but you ean’t o
much with fipures in that way. Long
ara this was recognised, and thns
arose that almost unlimited latitude
which is allowed speakers in the
Finanvial Drebate. As the rules of the
House now stand a member is at 1fl-
erty to talk of anything he likes
under cover of the Financial State-
ment, and if you could follow their
remarks you would find that most nf
them take full advantage of the
license. The debate offers the oppor-
tunity of the mession to & very larie
numier of members of all kinds.
Thase men whose ideas are limited
nnd who in spite of their adopted
voeation have but a very loose grasp
of political questions, have now o
c¢hanew of telling the House what they
do know. As T raid hefore, you are
free to talk about anything while the
Finanvial Debate i= on. You may
range far and wide in pearch of =sub-
jret, air your pet theories on soeinl nr
commercial, literary or aporting topics.
If you have any Bpecial knowledmpe on
any matter under the sun now's your
{ime ta bring it to the lipht and make
the moert of it. For thia reason siupid
members often appear quite brilliant
<during the time this debate is in pro-
yrress. I have known representatives
wha in their so-onlled Budget crifi-
clum rore like & rocket out of the
dark of low level mediocrity. Certain-
1y they dercended agmin alinoat ns
q'ui(-k]_\-. but they corruscated for »
mowent in the irmament of Darlia.
ment, which they would uever have
dnne hnd [t not been for the livenss
alloweldl in the debate.

THE LATEST "WANTED.'

READ the pther day in an Auck-

land pnper the following adver-
tisement:—‘Wanted, an elderly gentle-
man for houvsework; amnll wages,
gnod home.” My first thought was
that the traditional newspuaper scape-
gnat, the poor compositor, had Iwen
at it again, and had unwittingly sub-
stifuted gentleman for gentlewoman;
but, prompieds? by curicsity to inquire
into the matter, T founil that there
had been no mistake, and that what
the advertiser really cesired was a
mun, not & woman, And, after all,
why not? Throw aside your preju-
dices in the matter, if you can, nnd
you will find there is nothing extraor-
dinary in such an arrangement, even
if it has a novel appearance con the
ontside. Nay, the very novelty should
be an attraction rather than the re-
verse. To be waited on by an elderly
gentleman, if he were up to the busi-
ness, would be something so entirely
new to most of us that at the cutset
1 think we would enjoy the chanyge
till we became accustomed to it, and
then in all likelihocd we would find
that it was preferable to the old plan.
The great difficulty to the scheme in
general does not lie in any objection
that might be entertained against el-
derly gentlemen as elderly gentlemen,
bnt in the scarcity of ellerly gentle-
men able and willing to tuke the posi-
ticn. Gentlemen  have' not as a
rule a pronounced faculty for house-
work, amnd they do not naturaily ae-
quire it with increasing years; and,
even if possessed of it, it is question-
anle whether you would find many of
them prepared to exercise it in Lhe
service of another on the conditions
we are supposing. But perhups we
are putting $00 marow a construction
on the use of the term gentleman, as
used by the advertiser. Does not the
kindred term lady enjoy in this deme-
eratic land a range of application thai
practically knowsnolimits? Isit not be-
coming more and more difficult to find
a woman among the adult females of

octrail’ of the ™ “dy wal* does
the wathen' for the woman as
lves down The rocd h
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‘hm-m-ng' mere and. more d:lffc:eldf‘ﬁ
Fod o woman eernmg the adult female
populalion . AreThey netall ladies now ’

our population? Are they not all lad-
ies nowarlays? Dy the same process
probably the men are becoming all
prentlemen, amd the mdvertiser mny
huave worded his request for the el-
derly gentleman out of deference to
the changre that is creeping over us,
1f that is so, we may expect similar
requests for ‘wentlemen’ to mend our
romuis, ‘ladies’ to milk our cows, und
50 on. This politeness may seewn dis-
tinetly commendakle to some people.
To me it seems only detestably snob-
bish., Of course, any working man or
woman may be much more of a pentle-
mnan or lacly than hundreds who withe
out guestion are accordwet thar title,
The wonis are shamefully misused as
it i3, but I don't see how you will
mund matiers by an enlurgement of
ihe area of distribution.

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION,

Apply Hnlpholine Letion. It dlrives
pway [rinples, blotcliea, rougtiness, redness,
nnd all disliynrementsa.  Sulpholine dev-
clopa m lovely skin. 18 bottiew Made in
Lonidon, — Advt.

ANSWERS TO
CORRESI"ONDENTS.

Notlco ta Contrihutorh—Auy keitars or MaS.
received by the Editor of the “Now Zenlnnd
Graphic * will be hnmudiately wcknowledgnd
i this column,

‘Heartbroken Maisie!—{iive him a
chame ta expluin. Appenrances are
aguinst him, but euch heartilessnesa
would seareely be natural in the man
vou deseribe,

“X.Y."—Try this lotion for the =car
of which you ecomplain: Alechol, i2
grams; tincture benzoin, 2 grams;
liguid storax, 2 grams. Add five drops
of this wmixture to half a glasa ot
water. Use at night, letting it dry on.
‘An Unsuecessful Coinpetitor!--Try
again. Take grent care with your writ-
ing and put your heart into it, and
vou may succeed next time.

‘Apollo’s Lyre'-—Judging from the
specimens of your verse which you
send me, you certainly have got noth-
ing to do with the nom de plume you
hnve chosen.

‘Oftended Dignity.’—No, you could
not accept an invitation given under
such circumstances without a loss of
self-respect.

*Jane!—Pour vinegnr over fish to
make the scales come off easily.

‘Newly Wexl—All grease spots can
be ensily removed from upholstered
furniture by using ether or chloro-
form for silk, an:d the best spirita nf
turpentine for woollen stuffs.

tTames R.—1 should téerm your re-
quest amazingly inselent did not the
whole temor of your letter show me
clearly that you are a very ignorant
young man, to whom the first prin-
ciples of gowd breeding are unknowrn,
Plense da not write me again until
vou have tuken the trouble to acquire
those firgt prineiples.

‘Amatenr (Gardener—Yes, they
would be best kept in pots all the
year tound.

‘Gernldine,—1 have already compli-
el with your requesat.

“Stage Struck.—Your guestion
to me quite ridiculous. How
tell whether you are likely to
your mark on the stage or not?

“Wandering Sunbeam.'—This is not
the best time of the year for making
the trip. Yon sbould wait now till
the spring.

‘In g Dilemma.'—Write at once and
confesis the whole truth to her.

‘Newly Married.—Choose your furni-
ture with carcful deliberation since
vou are richer in leisure thun money.

‘Edith W.)'—Let your searf simply
encircle the waist, form a large bow
at the back somewhat to the left, and
then full down to the edge of the skirt.

Julin,'—Orammar and algebra are
not essentinl for A wife. Cooking and
domestic duties are.

‘Young Lady.!—Your bedroom must
be budly ventilated.

WLAR'—There is no objection to
a club for women, always provided it
does not interfere with home duties.

‘Iteta’—There ars only spelling
faults in every line of your letter, even
ineluding the date ‘Jully.)”

M —You eannot hope for happi-
ness in the conrse you are pursning.

‘Pansy.'—(ruesxts should leave o
pnrty at the hour specified in the in-
¥itaution, unlesa spevially pressed o
UEINEITE.

‘D —Danp your paper first.

‘Howtess.™ -Arrunge some old fash-
ionmt parlour games for the children.
Hupper may be covon, sumucdwiches,
eakes, buns, hananas and orangres.

‘Kitie,” 'IR.B.," 'Llla,'—Returned, with
thunks.

seems
can 1
make

It wonld be ridiculous to assert that a
redl, rongh hand was evillence of a iery amil
uneouth disposition 3 bat it might be wig-
niticnnt of & want of due atteution to jur-
sonal wppearwnce.  Naturnlly this aftectn
the gentler, rather than Lhe steruer, rex,
rince it ia demanded of the formar that
the hands uhoull be whapely, soft, white
andd eanl. Now Wilton's Hand Emollient
will secure all thess uttributen Lo those whn
ukg 1. Pries 1. per jar. Sold by all
Chemints.  Ons pot will be seut by pont an
receipt of 14 in Rtamps.—4G W Wilum,
Adelaido Load and Willin 5t., Wellington.

*  ANECDOTES

SENSIBLE ARRANGEMENT.

What Sir Daniel Lysons believes to
have been the first case of & settlement
af an ‘affair of honour” on the Duke
of Welliington's phin is described by
him in his ‘Earfy Reminiscences,” [t
oeeurred in Halifax about the middle
of the present centnry.

One day Captain Evana came to me
bailing over with wrath and indigua-
tion. e said he had BLeen erossly
ingulted by Cnaptain Harvey, the Gov-
ernor's son, and beprged me to net as
hiz friend, I agreed, provided he pro-
mised to da exactly as I toll him.
He consented.

I calleit on Onptain Harvey's friend.
Cuptain Dourke, and we apreed tn
abide by the Dnke of Wellington's
order alout duellingr, which had just
then heen promulgnted at Halifux.

We carried ent our intentions s
follows: We math: ench of aur princi-
ptls write out his owan version of
what had occurred. We then choas
an umpire. We seleeted Colone]l Horn
of the Twentieth Hegiment, a clear-
headed and mnceh respeeted officer.
With his appreval we sent him the
two staterments, and he directed us to
come to his house the following morn-
ing with our principals.

At the appointed time we arrived,
aivl were shown into the dining-room.
We bowerld formully to each other
across the table, and awaited the ap-
prarance of our referee. Calonel Horn
soon  entered, and  alddressing our
principals, said:

‘thentlemen, in the fint place, I
must thank you for having muade my
duty so light, Nothing could be more
open, generous or gentlemunlike than
your statements, The best adviee T
can give you is that you shake haunds
and forget that the occurrence haa
ever happened.’

They at once walked up to each
other and shook hands cordially.
They were the best of friends ever
rfter.

LIJECTING A T'ATIENT.

The following story, told by the
poet Tennyson, is a graphie illustra-
tion of Abhernethy's manners toward a
certain 5 of patienta who vexed
his professional spirit:

A farmer went to the great doctor,
complaining  of disenmfort in  the
heaed, sweight anpd pain. The docter
asked, “What quantity of ale do you
talce

*0Oh, I taaks mn vale pretty well!

Apernethy, with great puatience and
gentleness: ‘Now, then, begin the day,
brenkfast, What time?

‘Oh, at haafe past seven'

“‘Ale then? How much?

‘T tuaks my quart,’

‘Luneheon

‘At eleven o'vlock T grets ancther
snack.

“‘Ale then?

*Oh yees, my pint and a haafe?

‘Dinner?

‘Tiaafe past one!

‘Any ale then?”

I"' .
“T'ea?
‘My tea’s at haafe pnst five!

‘Ale then?

*Non, noalt

‘Supper?

“Nine o'rlockt

*‘Ale then?

‘Yees, yees. I taaks my fill then, [
goes asleep afterward.”

Like a lion aroused, Abernethy wns
up. npened the street door, shoved the
farmer out, und shouted, home,
air, nml let me never gee vour face
agnin! o hame, drink yonr nle, and
die!* The farmer rashed ont aghnst,
Abernethy ]mrslling’ him down the
street with shouts of, ‘Go home, sir,
antd <lie!”

——

The ‘Pall Mall Gazette’ mays:—>Mr
Gludstone wis no Lardator femporis
actl, Mr Depew tells n eharacteristic
storv of hizn which brings this out. v

. yees, unother quart then.
.

wis a dinner party st Loml Rose
Lery's. Mr o Glsistone risel the
guestion  at which  period  of  the

worll's history one woulil choese to
live, He went  over nll the great
epovhR— Ry pt, with  her wonderful
civilisntion; Grecee nt her prime, with
her wenlth and learning, her winpli-
city, and her beauty; HRele ot the
hour of her greatesl streageth, when
abie wis mistress of the world:s aly

nt the time of the Renaissanee; nnd
wiy on dewn ta to-tday. LE 1 hl my
choice of them ofl' he snid, 1 wenld

wnleet the peried coversd by the Lt
filly yenrs, beemuse f hos heen the
Imifcentinry of emuneipation,'




