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‘Oh, no; T feel pretty well to-day.”

'l should like to hear it then”

‘Perhaps not, as it concerned your-
self?

‘Concernett me!”  exclaimed  Fde
cumb; ‘I an all the more anxious to
hear it then'

‘Well,' suid Jurmyn, turning himsel?
alightly teo one side to ebtain a more
comfertalile position, ‘these cots ares
<leucw! uncemfortable to one who has
Liren ured to sle¢ping on & hair mat-
fress. What have you been used to
slerping on?”

Edgeutnb was so surprised by th-
yuestion that he betrived net a 1it1l .
confusion for & moment; but, quickly
recovering his wits, he replied: *The

Twest  that circumstances  would
afford.’
‘Well, T started ocut to tell thut

dream, but in turning over there enme
forcible recollections of my hnair mat-
tress that I forgot what T was going
to say, The dream wux so wrird, so
sivgular, aml mude snch an impres-
sion upon e thut I awoke with u
sturt.  Everything apprared to bv in
pantomime, not a syllable being spo-
ken by the actors, It seerned that T
wias passing along a loncly road in
the night. The moon was shining
bLrightly, giving the shadows of the
trees by the roadside the appearancs
of  prodigious  silhauettes of mep,
Fimlly I came to a «declivity in the
ramd, where a narrow gorge had been
cut through a hill By natural pro-
cesses, I odrewded te pass through
thisx garge, tnt did so, and as I emer-
ped ut the foot there seemed to be a
small platean with a mighty lake just
beyond. As 1 stepped upon the pla-
teian n strange sight met my eyes.
The moon shining upon the lake sil-
vered the pilneld waters with 4 sheen-
like lustre. Upon the pleatenu there
were two dark objects enguged in u
strugrle. Stepping behind a rock
which luy at the month of the gorge
[ wutehed the combat. It was a des-
perite one, and the combatents kept
drawingr closer and closer to me. At
laxt I discovered them to be two large
#ncl ferocious lions, at which I started
to run away. but tripped und fell; but,
upon regaining my feet, the two lions
seemed to have turned into twe men
——you know how rapidly drenms will
semetimes change in form. Well, T
wius not so mach frightened at the
men a5 1 had been at the lions, so 1
stepinsl Back uwder cover of the roclk
gy The striyrrle continued and
they ecame very close to me. [iy the
light of the moon, which wns now
shining full in their faces, I saw that
one of them wias you -only you ap-
peared to have long hair, the other a
man with black hair and moustache,
abent your own age and size.” Then
Jamnyn pave an accurate description
of Coulter, opining. as he watched
the result, thet Edjgpeumb evinced an
unusunl degree of nervousness. His
lipw were compressed and it appeared
to be am effort for him to maintnin
compasure,

Jurmyn eontinued: ‘The other man,
whoever he was, seemed to have the
bLrst of it, for you were down and he
wasg on top, trying to stranple you.
Then there come a loud peal of thun-
der aml a blinding flash — a queer
thing to come from a olear sky, with
the moon shining, wns it wot? Iut
only shows the albsordity of
dreams. The man seemed to loosen
his hold st this, nnd you were quicl
to tnke ad tagre of it, Throwing
off your antagonist, you mude a desh
toward the precipice nnd jumped into
the Inke; bnt you svon reappeared
again, atd 1 saw you then, as 1 see
You now, with short hair.  Then,
seening Lo renew the attuck yourself,
you pushed your amtagonist desperate-
Iy townrd o great dark object which
stood upon the ploteau, 1 walked to-
wird it with morbid curiosity, and,
behold, it was a seaffold, with the trup
vt wncd the noose nuspended, rewdy to
reveive the neck of the vietim. Yon
funght one ancther up the steps af
the seatfuli, and then ensueit 0 most
Hespernte striggrle, ench trying to
foree the others hewd inta the noose.
Budldenly | henet noerasb; the trap
had Tullen, and o boldy was dangling
frem the seaffold. 1 aaw the vietor
spring to the grouod sonl run away
in the datkness, I ecoull not tell
which it was until T approneled the
renffold ol turnaed the oy townrd
the mounsg then 1 saw thnt it wan you,
amd boanwoke with a start, the pers-
pirution standing out ou my brow.'

The resder will rendily surmise that
Jurmyu's dreatn was o myth, A myth

It wag, in reality, but the Ingenuity
and purpose of it are apparent. It
was one of his preuliny waya of get-
ting mt the truth of a matter, end it
had the desired effect, for it was ob-
vious that Edgeumb wae in a state of
pertnrbation.

‘What's the matter? nsked Jarmyn.
‘You appear to be very uneasy about
my story.'

‘The thought of =uch horrible
dreame makes me shudder,” Edgeunb
replied, endeavouring to appear more
composed, ‘The fact is that a scaffoll
or anything suggestive of one hax
uiways been a hideous subject te my
mind.”

‘You cho not approve of capital pun-
ithment then?

‘Nt by hanging., Neo sir; it’s sim-
ply barbarous. The world has pro-
Fressed in avery respect excepting its
methods of execution. In that respect
it stunds where it did centuries apo.
I ean coneeive of nothing more brutal
than execution by hanging. It is so
frequently performed in a bungling
wiy, and it is an outrageously inbu.
min methad of punjshment.'

‘But what plan do you prefer?
There mnust be some wuy of making
the law terrible to the eyes of offen-
ders,”

‘If you must have executions, per-
torm them in a more eivilised manner,
by elecirieity or even poison. When
ikrre are auch powerful agencies of
death available as hydrocyanic acid,
o few drops of which pluced npon the
tangue will produce death quite as
speedily as by a bullet, and much
moere &0 than by strangulation, why
resorl to such methods as banging?
You may tlerrorise the victim, but
what goad is nccoraplished? He oes
nat live to profit hy it. 1f you had a
dog or a cat which you wished to
dispose of you would never persunde
vourself to tie a rope around its neck
and druw it up for strangulation. No,
sirs you would sitmply give it a dose
aof poigon. Why should you be more
hminine to the dog than the man?
Thoxe who coinmit murder are in-
slinetively buad.  They have vicious
hearte and will commit snch acts
regardlesa of consequences. The law
cao never devise o penalty which wiil
prevent erime. T believe, sir, that
srme men ars bern with ewvil hearts,
ns same are born with o wonderful
talent for mmsic er a marvellous
genins for invention. In either case
they are abnormal developments, one
in a good direction, the other in a
badl. The one cannot help becoming
i aront inventor, and the other can-
not help hecoming a t criminal.
Yo, us long as the world must be bur.
dened with such creatures, work them
uff in 1he easiest way possible, and in
that which will be the most humane.'

‘I am quite of the opposite opinion,’'
saitl Jarmyn, after Stanley had finish-
&1 his remarks. ‘T de not think a
criminal deserves one-half the con-
gisleration which should be shown ta
A dog. The latter is an irresponsaihle
unreasoning animal, which deoes not
kumv right from wrong, while man,
heing mentally endowed by the Crea-
tor. is a responsible ereature, and iT
he takes the life of another ha should
be disposed of in A manner which will
prodice 8 wholesome dread of the law.
Why, neighbour, T tell you hanging in
too good {or some men.

“Yau have very radical views, I see,’
veplied Edgeumb.

‘T am unrelenting toward criminals.
Seeiety must be protected and the law
upheld if the gallows must be worked
might and day to do it’

“Jarmyn had become so interested
in his argument, that he had raised
his hemd, supporting himself with his
elivow, but os this last sentence es-
eaped his lips be sank back upon the
pillow thoroughly exhausted. A comn-
plets prostration  followed, lasting
several days, during which Edgeumib
wus untiring in his attentions to the
rick man. Day after day as he =it
by his bedside. the singular dream
which Jarmyn had related hauntad
him..  Did it portend some cnlamity,
some witugele hetween Conlter sl
himself, in which one of them woulid
perikh?  The gnllows! The thought
of the gallows catisid o shclder to
necenfunte hin nnxiety, How strunge-
Ty the dream bad portrayed the reo-
lity, for the struggle hnd commonced
1 which he or hin mortal envany must

trinmph. Cauld it be possible that
the man had bad such o wonderful
drenm? Or dlid he wsuspeet him of

being= & fugritive, and had he discov-
ered bis identity? 1t was quite im-
proltmble thnt Le woa o detective, for
why chould a detective be there with

8 genuine ocase of mmall-pox simul-
toucaously with himself., There wua
spniething inexplicable about it all
whielh caused feelings of doubt and
uaeertainty  to  coustuntly pervade
in,

&itunley had been in the hospital five
werks when the doctor proncunced
hin 16 be entirely well, and gave him
j«rmisgion ta depart, returning the
nioney and papers which he bad found
in hiz elothing, Entering the rovn
where Jarmyuo wae still lying ill, he
told him that he had just received hia
dischurge amnd would be off in the
morning, Jarmyn expressed regret;
he was loath to lose S0 agree-
able a companion.
dewd, but for reasons altogether dif-
ferent from those immplied in looks
atrd demeanonr. He was sorry that
he could not lay his hands upon him
and say: ‘You are Stanley Edgeumb
and T am Jarmyn. Come along with
me. for the law claims you and I am
the agent of the law.” Much aa he
had come to regard Edgeumb by the
wxs=oelations of the past few weeka,
still dnty was paramount to friend-
+hip; and there was undoubtedly, tou,
thut steret pride of & fithful dog
ihat siands before its master, wag-
{ringe its tail, ready to execute some
unnsual feat nt his commmnd. The
pride and the desire were apparent,
hut the ability was lacking. The law
wus his master: he knew no other:
and he was faithful to his master's
trust.

Jdarmyn lay in bed and watched
Frdzeumb’s movements the rest of the
dayv. and finally, when evening came
anid the latter went out to take an
Hiring, he called the nurse to his bed-
wirle and asked: ‘Who is the young
Tellow that comes in every morning
to do the chores?

“Al, that’s Larry.’ the nurse replied.

‘Lnrry, eh? A likely fellow I shonld
say.’

‘1.ikely enough,’ answered the nurse,
with a coyness which was quite re-
freshing.

‘“Well, it he is lkely, then in all
likelihood you like him, replied Jar-
nyn smilingly. .

‘A like is a likely likeliheod when
the liker l'kes the liked,” the nurse
replied, in a rather pergplexing and
decided]ly non-committal, philander-
ing tone.

“Very likely,” said Jarmyn, much
amused nat this alliteration, ‘but I
shauld like to ask a favour of Tarry.*

‘And Tarry would like to do it T am
rure.”

‘In which ease T should like to Te-
wwrd him, De you think that T eould
frust him to do an errand, and wonld
he do it well? Tt i something of
oreat importance and extremely con-
fidential.”

‘Larry’s honest and faithful, and he
will do it rircht, T am sure of that.’

“What ig the hour, and can T eee him
at ouce?

‘It's a quarter after seven, sir. You
can see him this minute if you wish.'
*All right: have him ¢ome
once. I wish to see him alone.

The nurse disappeared, and & mo-
ment later Tarry was at the bedside.
Aldter imposing the strictest secrecy
upon him, Jarmyn proceeded to tell
him what he wished him {0 do: ‘After
yvou  have thoroughly disinfected

in at

He wae eorry, in-

yoursel, T wish you to go to the
oltive. of the Chief of Police and in-
quire for him. You must not conflde
thia imatter to anyone else, under any
¢ir¢unstances, unless the Chief should
be sick or absent trom the city, then
inauire for Captain Black. If the
Chief im not there, then go to his
house; you must find him, ab all
events, and deliver thia message to
lim. I can't write it down: you must
remember {t, Tell him that Jarmyn
-—l¢ sure and rememnber the name—
Jlurmyn wants him to send two
officers who have had the small-pox
here at day-light to-morrow morning,
to mwake an arrest; to have themn
dress in citizen's clotheq, and to in-
guire for the nerse. Do you under-
stand ¥

‘I do,” replied Larry.

‘Yery well, then; hurry aleng and
tell the nurse to come back; I desire
to ee¢ her & minute. Remember and
keey @ elose mouth.’

Larey  quietly signified that he
necded ne cautions and retired.

Exigeumb hald been strolling upon
the walks around the hospital. He
hud reached the rear end of the house
and torned the corner, when the door
cpened, and he heard the sound of
volees. The doorway was hidden by
lattice-work, so that he could plainly
hear the eonversation without being
pereeived. The voices were those of
a mmin and & woman—Larry and the
nurse. The latter had followed her
lover to the steps, and, closing the
door behind her, asked: ‘What's up,
Tarry? What are you goin’ to do?

‘(ioin” on an errant, Betty. What
d’ye suppose?” .

‘T thought as much, but tell me
where and what for?"

‘Oh, don't be curious, Betty.
goin’ down to the city.”

*Rut what did the man want of yon?
There's somethin’ very strange about
it

‘Now, Betty, yon know more'n 1
do about it, for he told me to have
the two rcops come and ask for you.

‘Cops! Cops ask for me? Why,
what da¢ you mean, Larry? I'm sure
[ den't want to have anything to do
with the cops.

‘Well, if yon don’t know, just go in
und ask Mr Jarmyn.’

‘Mt who?

Mr Jurmyn, to ba sure:
you brought me in to see.’

‘Why, that's not his name, Larry;
his name is Mr Brown.'

‘Wall, mebbe {t is, Betty; but that
is the name he told me to give to the
Chief of T'olice; and he tolit me to be
sure and remember it

‘An’ it's the Chief of I'olice you'ra
goin' to see? Oh, T know what he’s
up to now. Hes goin' to have ‘em
tuke Mr Smith off to prison, I know
it's that. for he was askin® i~ s0 Tnamy
quuestions about him the other day.
When are the cops comin’'?

‘At darlight to-morrow morning.
Now, Hetty, you must keep still. |
promised to keep it te meself, but you
wimmin have sich 8 way of maKing
a fellar talk when he cughtn't to. By
the way, Mr Jarmyn, or Mr Brown,
or whatever his nnme is, wants to ree
yoi right away. You had better go
in while I go about me errant. He's
poin’ to pay me well, so T must hnrry
away.’
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