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the eunring detective had a most de-
cidek opinion, nevertheless, of that
Granger street affair, and it was far
different from the views entertained
by 2ny of the others, and by the Chief
of Police 1n particular,

In gifting all the circumstances
which had any possible bearing upon
fuch a ecase, Jarmyn firat scught for a
motive to inspire the act. MHe ecould
see none on Edgcumb’s part, for the
commission of such & ¢rime, He eculd
not have expected to find a large sum
of money on Mancel Tewkes' person,
and the mere fact of having been dis-
charged by him would never have in.
cited thoughta of murder, he argued.
He regarded Edgceumb as either a
victim of eircumstantial evidence, or
of a plot to throw the responsibility
of the erime upon his shoulders. As
to circumstantial evidence, Jarmyn
was a iman of too much good sense to
be deceived by ‘illusions,” as he termed
them. Therein is where he differed
from the majority of his eraft, for he
did not accept such evidence when it
could not be substantiated by positive
and convincing proof. He was honest
in his convictions and his profession.
He recognized the fact that every man
is amenable to the law for his actions,
but that he should be held account-
able for unlawful acta by direct and
positive proof, not by mere compro.
mising circumstances. He was dis-
posed to give every person his due,
even those against whom his suspi-
cions were arousged, and whom he waa
shadowing with fidelity: but not the
alightest act, movement, word or look
esciped him, and when once he had
established by undisputable proof the
fact that he was a eriminal, or when
the law had proncunced him such, he
would pounee upon him as mercilessly
as a cat upon a mouse, and his eyves
would glearn with the same satisfac-
tion, for he loathed a eriminal as he
luathed a snake.

Jarmyn was inclined to believe that
the evidence against Edgeumb was
wholly the result of a design or a con-
spiracy. ['nderneath the coarse ex-
terior of the mantle of compromising
evidence which the police had woven
around the prizoner, his practised cye
seemed to detect the flne handiwork
of some one who had committed the
erime, aud had sought to thus guistly
conceal his own connection with
it. As yet it was indefinable.
He alone felt inclined to give credence
to the story which the prisoner had
told of having received the money in
such a mysterious manner, of finding
the lost message, and the way in which
he accounted for being upon the scene
of tke murder. ‘It is all perfectly
plausible,’ he argued, ‘and if true, it
supports the theory of a conspiracy,
If it is such, then surely Edgeumb
must have an enemy lurking some-
where near’ And he kept a close
watch upon the ease, determined to
locate that enemy if one existed. At
different times he wmade inqgniries
among the employvees of the telegraph
oftice, but he failed to find any one
who had aught to say apuinst Edg-
cumb. Thus matiers remained for
several months. The detective was
puzzled to his wits’ end to find any-
thing tanpgible to work upon, but he
persistently held to his theory and
purpase. Finally one day, as he sat
with the Chief of Police, conversing,
in an informal manner, the subject
of Edgcumb’s approaching trial wnas
touched upon. The Chief was con-
gratulating himself and his burean
upon the speedy manner in which this
murderer had hren apprehended. ‘For
a case which promised to be a maost
complicated one it was the neatest
pieme of work T have ever known,'
he =said, 'and thanks to Director-in-
Chief Coulter of the telegraph office,
or we might be locking for the mur-
derer still’ .

‘How po?" asked Jarmyn.

‘Well, confidentially, he gave us the
tip. That fellow i3 as keen os a car-
penter’s broad-axe, no mistake opbont
it. You =see, the morning after the
murder he sent me this note—I have
never shown it to you before—and 1
lost no time in taking him in.” Here
the Chief drew from a drawer in his
desk the note which Coulter had writ-
ten him advising Edgeumb's artrest,
and paseed it over to Jarmyrn for
perusal,

Jarmyn took the paper and examin-
ed it eritieally. e did not verbally
dissent from the Chief's ohbwervation
that Fdgeumb was the right man
beyond the ahadow of & doubt, Tmit
mentally he did. The note, however.
appeared to mngyest to hia uind the
very cliue which he had so long nnil
hopeleasly mearched for, but he knew
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that he would have to be cautions, for
it was evident that the man Coulter
and the Chief of Police were on the
best of terms. The more he thought of
it the more it became apparent that
Coulter was mixed up in the case.
‘Who could have made such haste to
dencunce a brather workman to the
authorities other than the man who
wias most interested himself in haviug
him denounced? Was there not a
trace of anxiety or of overdoing the
thing in that note? he questioned
himself. ‘Is it not also probable that
he is the mao who sent the anonymous
letter, with the twenty-dollar bill, to
Edgeumb? And had he a motive for
committing this crime? he queried,
further. ‘Let's see. Well, he seems
to bave stepped into the murdered
man’s shoes very easily. I don't know
much about the position or the nature
of the man, but we will not lose sight
of this fact for & while, as there is
something very obhvious about it.' He
mused long and earnestly over the
matter. He did not positively assert
that Coulter was guiity, but he was
suspicious, and, deeming it expedient
tno keep an eye om him, he engaged a
room where he might have a con-
venient paint of obaervation.

Later on, when the trial commenced,
Jarmyn was an interested attendant
whenever his duties would permit,
The brilliant speeches of the lawyers
had no attraction for him. In his
original way of ccining expressions,
he would say: ‘It's only dolt's-bane;
it poisons the mind with prejudice,
unseats the judgment, and sets it to
vacillating Tike a weather-vane on a
church spire.” But to all the evidence
he gave the closest attention, and when
Coulter took the stand there was not
a word, look, or movement which es-
caped him, He followed the cross-
examination with the keenest interest,
and when Coulter had finished he
found his suspicions still more Aceply
rooted. At last, when Ifumphrey
Davids in his closing arpument pro-
voked the dignity of the ceourt by
saying, ‘If I oceupied the seat upon
the bench and saw such a palpable
conspiracy, I would discharge the
prisoner and order the arrest of
Jarmyn lowered his eyes to the floor
and exclaimed sotto voce: ‘Amen!”
well knowing whom the lawyer had
in mind.

Jarmyn also imagined that he saw a
collusion between the principal wit-
nesses for the prosecution: Couiter,
Pintard, and Louis Carrol. When the
latter testified. the falsity of the evi-
dence appeared to him as transparent
as a fabrie of gauze. There was
something clumsy, awkward, and far-
fetehed, ta his practical eye, which
leuked like a connivance. As she
(Chloe) left. the room, Jarmyn follow-
ed her, determined to sift the matter,
but he was cunningly foiled, for she
steppedl inte @ earriage which stoad
in waiting, and was rapidly driven
away. Then commenced a systematic
search for the driver of the vehicle,
bt he never succeeded in finding him.
Nat heing able to trace this witness,
he then turned his attention ta Kve,
in a futile attempt to discover his
whereabouts.

After the tragic ending of the trial
which resulted in Edgeumb’s escape,
Jurmyn was summoned immediately
jutn the presence of his ehief for con-
sultation. He was peremptorily in-
structed to loeate Edgeumb’s family,
and to bring in the delinguent, dend
pr alive. Although he had many mis-
givings us to the justness of the ver-
dirt, vet his duty wns imperative.
He was an agent of the law, and it
had declared Edgeumb guilty. There
was no ajternative but to keep faith
with the Inw and to execente its de-
crees, for Jarmyn had such an hon-
ournable regard for the duties devolv-
jng upon him that had the fugitive
heen his own brother he would have
fdelivered him to the authorities cauld
he have laid handa upon him, and in
rloing so woukl have said: ‘T am nn
otticer: an etficer can have ne choier;
the lnw claims him and I must cbey;
here my Tespansibility ends’

Tt wna a matter of smme difHeulty
to loente the ladpings of this unfortus
nate family, but Jarmyn knew just
hoew to pracesxl. 1n the afteruoon of
the following dny he appeared Lefore
his echief with the desired informa.
tion, but wan told that it was too lnte
na Kdmeumb®s elothes hat just been
Broiyrht in with a note attachwl ad-
dressed ta higs wife: that he had ended
the matter by throwing himself Into
the Tnke. .

‘What do you think of it? gqneried
the Chief. na he tosaed the furewell
note to Jarmyn for an opinion.

‘It i about an even guess that he
has, and that he hasn't,’ the latter
replied, upon reading it

‘Quite probuble thut he haa,' sug-
gested the Chief; ‘that aote sounds
iike the pitiful aguenk of a rat in the
terrier's jaws. He knew that he hod
to die, bBut he wanted to cheat some-
thing or vomebody; and, finding thut
he vould not cheat the jury, he con-
cluded to cheat the gllows.”

Jurmyn wus silent after the Chief
had delivered himself of his convie-
tions. He was weighing in his mind
the probabilities of the mntter, whet-
her Eedprumb had, in  reality, de-
rtrovedl himnself, or whether he hwl
adopted this as a ruse to elude the
police, The Chief waited, indifferent-
1y, for the detective’s reply; finally it
cenme: ‘I dou’t believe that Edgeumlb
is dead any mare than I believe him
puilty of murder.”

The Chief looked very much sur-
prised, “Jurmyn, I den't understand
you,' he said: ‘what shall I infer from
your remark?

*That Jarmyn thinks he is neither
dead nor gwilty,' the detective calmly
replied, looking steadily at the Chiet
with his keen gruy ecyes.

‘Jarmyn, 1 have niways considered
you n man of most execllent juedg-
ment, but I confess that I am greatly
rurprised by your declaration.  Yow
longr hive you held sueh an opinion®

*Never had any other, sir.”

‘It is strunge that 1 have never
kneown it before”

‘Not nevessarily; we have mnever
tatked much upon the subject, and I
had nothing to do with the case.
Why should I intrude my opinion
when 1 knew that you held a contrary
one?

“Yes: and I still stick to it.”

‘Well, you may be right and 1
wrong.’

‘L think that is about the size of it.
Jarmyn; but tell me what theory yvou
hold, and, in your opinion, who killed
Mancet Tewkes if Edpeuamb did not?

‘T am not prepared to say. I never
charge any one with a crime when T
cannot substantiate it with an abun-
dance of proof”’

‘But you may have an opinion never-
theless.”

‘Possibly, but none to offer.

The Chief of Police frowned as he
saw how determined Jarmyn was fo
evade his guestions; but he knew his
sterling worth and peculinrities, and
he did not deem it prudent to repri-
mand him. ‘T'll let him alone’ he
thought, *and if there is auy game
abroad he'll surely come home with
it in hix mouth. Bui he could not
comprehend how Jarmyn could enter-
tain such ideas; they were so totally
at variance with his own.

‘Now, Jarmyn,” returned the Chief,
‘the nuestion before ns is whether
Edgenmb hag destroyed himsell or
not. T am inclined to think that he
has, but you hold a different opinien,
There are the identica! clothes that
he wore---even to the hat, you see.
A man conld not go very far in a
large city like this. divested of hat
and clothing, swithout being noficed.
Tt is not probable that he would have
gone directly home, as he had no
means of knowing that we were ipg-
narant of the location.”

‘Very true; but he may have friends
who would harbour him, and, besides,
there is one great fact waonting -n
eause, or a motive for his self-destrie-
tion, A deduction of fucts 8 priori is
as necessary to the sueeess of a de-
tective’s work as to the scientifiv
theorist’s, Every man's acts are im-
pelled by some motive, and he whn
fails to grasp this idea in his =carch
for the mysterious willanty grope like
a Dblind man without hope of ever
seeing a ray of light phead.”

‘Ilit in our affairs we ure frequenily
forced to jump at conclusions.’

‘Yex; and illnsions, too. We often
think we have cuught a “possum when
it turns eut to be a skunk. No, «ir,
Felgeumb is not dead, depend upnn it
He had no ciauxe to ecommit suicide.
It i well enangh to let the pohblic
think s ol to let it be understosd
thut yon think =o yourself; it will
runder his apprehension all the ens-
jer?

“Weil, for onee we differ
Neverthetesas we will tnke the ncees-
KTy precautions to eapture him if he
is yet alive. 1 will send some men to
senrvh the house and Keep wateh of
the loeality.  You can proceed o the
apot  w there rarments  wers
found and mnke an examination of
the  surercumdings, T will hove the
aflicer wha Lhranght themn in nevam-
Py yod. 1 think  he 1 1len-
ved that it wue near a large bLrewe
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at any rate you will have ne trouble
in finding the plave under his gruid-
unce.”

As Jannyn nkbded  ussent  there
cume a sound of langhter from an ad-
joining roam.

*Let's see what's the riacket,”
the Chief, mnotio g Jarmyn to
low: nad the two mmen passel! into the
room from whence the soumd  had
vonle.

“Ha, hai, ha,” agmin rang out a chorus
of voices s they entered.

‘He flounidered nbout in the dark
and yelled Jike a Sioux Indian,” were
the first words which full upon th
cars, and whivh was spoken by a w
with a blue coat amd brass buttons.

‘It mnst be something very entee-
taining,' said the Chief. *What is it
all abaut?

‘Ofticer Mulliman®™s buth,” answered
several voeives, silmultancously.

‘Let’s have the story,' demanced the
Chief.

The =stary, which was then petold
for the benetit of the Chicf of Toli
wis listened to attentively by Jdar-
myn. It proved to be the exprerience
of the two ofticers in following (€ .
MeGuire, which rezulted in O BT
Mulligan being thrown into the river,
and of his reseue from his perilous
situntion.  The Chicf soemed very
much amuswl over the atfair. but
Jarmyn appearsd to be anxious for
the details,  He wianted to know
where they had Inst seen Metioire,
over what route the chase was mle,
and a deseription of Lis person, as
near as possible,

T'he otheer mave the desired infor
mation, adding incideataliy that the
man carried something i aArms
which he could net make ount. lle
haed probably been np to his old tricks
—haed burglarized a house and was
nutking off with the plunder.”

‘Probubils, snid the detective, ns he
swing open the onter door to tnke
his departure: but it was an ewnply
remark, without a mental acquies-
cenee.

As he proceeded on his way, Jar-
myn’s mind seemed to be pecupied
with the =zdventure just related. *It
may have been FEdgenmb after all” he
soliksinizedl, ‘theres no telling what
cunning schemes will enter a man's
head while being pursued by an affi-

ver. He had  evidently secured a
chiange of clathing somewhery, and
was making for the lnke with the

purpose af leaving the vld ones where
they would be found. From the mo-
ment he was first seen and followed,
hit kept his course stewdily  towarmd
the lake: that is one support to the
theory, Then had it Deen rit
MceGuire, as they say, he would never
have shouted] his name in such a man-
ner. Nor Grit Metinire is an old
affender nud as cunnine us a fox. He
knows better than to de such a thing
He would much  rather the polic
wonll think bim a thousand miles
away: but they uare too stupid to see
throngh all this. 'l keep my idews
to myself. Time will show whether
¥ am right or wrong.”
At length they renched the brewery
where Edgeumh was at wark, As
they ecame tn the arcale the officer
stapped, and looking through into the
Buxy establishment, said to Jarmyn:
Wait a1 moment; T want to find the
Ind who gave nie the clothes and have
hitm show me where he found them.”
Just us the officer was ahout to turn
inta the areade, a boy cimne out of the
ottice anil mave a shirill whistle, o sip-
nal to the foreman that he was
wanted within. -
"Ihere he I8 now; UL ea?l hio®
siitl the o flicer. §le did so.  Upon
npproaching he  guestioned him
“Whaere il yon find that bundle which
yon turned over to me this marning;
down near the luke, eh?
3 sir, on the Dweach

near the

wnter,
“I'h

‘s near enoyrh for oll purposes.
Then, show this poentleman the place,
and whenever yonl et arrested for
Foing in swimmingr send for me and
"Il help you out’

The youth smiled and led the woy.
Tnider  his  puidance Jarmyn  roon
shoeel bl spot where the banedle
it found, and nmande an exoanination
of the loenlity, e saw footprinta in
the sl Tesulings from the spot where
the elothing was fomed to the water's

‘heex swere peculiae footprints,
vil that the right ahoe wos
run aver at the heel, e then seandh-
ed for traeen of returning footprinta
up and down the heneh. ot none
were ta be seen, e knew that Edge-
el hnd pither climlwd the hireak-
witber nnd Teapwed inte the Inke or had
erept along over the rough stone to a




