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‘I'hose who look for coincidences wilk
be interested in knowing that the day
before the burning of Spurgeon's
Tabernacle, during the Pastor's Col-
lege Conference, Mr Charles Spurgeon
rend the twelfth chapter of Hebrews,
containing the phrase, ‘For ye are not
come unto the mount that might be
touched and that burned with fire
wnd concluding, ‘For our God is a con-
suming fire.” His brother, Mr Thomus
Hémrgf‘on. entitled his presidential
adidress, *No Strange Fire,” while one
of the questions that had been ad-
dressed to the conference in a cireu-
lar had Dbeen, ‘Doee the fire burn
brightly on the sitar?’ The Bev. John
ANeill, the missioner, wiho was due
at the Taburnacle next week, used as
nLifs motto for his last Sunday’s lee-
tare, “Turn and burn,’ a phrase bor-
rowed from Diaxter. But perhaps the
mast extraordinary caincidence of all
is the apparent fnlftlment of the pre-
diction in Okl Moores Almupack—
*Ahout the middle of the month
(April) the destruetion of a famona
buikling by tire may be expected. In-
surunves will cover the actual cost,
Lut historical associations, alas! have
1o money equivaleat’—Daily Chroni-
cle,

A French newspaper has discovered
that there was no such thing as a
DLattle ut Atbara, that the story of the
fight was a wmere invention. This
journal, which is very widely read in
I’ranece, remmarks:—'How very annoy-
ing knglish papers ure, with their
lang glowing descriptions of the
Eng-lish sofdiers’ vietories over the
Dervishes. Tlo they imagine that any-

oue helieves them capable of killing

Dervishes and woumndiog four
times us many? Nonsense. This is
absolutely untrue. The story was
simply got up in order to satisfy the
nmour propfreyf the nation,which could
not get over the ignominious defeats
inflicied on its army by a handful of
savage Afridis. It i8 easy enough to
explain how such incredible hoaxes
can be palmed on the Hritish publie.
As no corresponilenta are allowed to
accompany the Sirdar‘'s army, and the
Itervishes have no wires of their own,
John Bull ean say anything he likes,”
The throne room of Spain ia des-

1,000

crived s a magnificent apartment of

crimson and pold, with colossnl mir-
rors and a chandelier of rock crysial
thuat is cousidered the finest example
of the kiud in the world. Under the
gorgeous vanopy are two large chairs,
handsomely earved and gilded, and
upholstered in crimson brocade. Upon
these the Queen Regent aud the boy
King sit upon oceasions of ceremany.

1t isfpaid that the last persom in Bog-’
lanel t o wenr that curious fashion of
head dress common in George TLl'a
time, a pigtail, was an old gentleman
(a centenarian), who died hut a fesw
mnnths agro in the East End of Lon-
tdon, With his queer little queue of
white hair, nattily tied behind with a
knot of bLlue ribbon, his corded knoee-
Lrevehes, und  low  buckle rshoes, &
Iarge Howered walsteoit down to his
hips,and plum-galoured open cont  that
rhowed the big frilled shirt and tight
atock, the okl mau was a picturesque
feature a mid  squalid surrounings.
He had been conwidered quite a dandy
in his youth, He was very vain of his
tail, and often prided himself, in his
wenk, ¢uavering veive, of being ‘the
only gentleman left that was dressed
a8 4 real gentleman should be”

The muking of cigarettes has alwuys
been an occupation suited to feminine
fingers, and a greatmany women have
achieved in private life much skill in
the rolling of these articles for their
hushanids and brothers long hefore
they Lepun to think of making them
for their own use. This  sugwested,
smne ten or twelve years po, to o
vertuin huly well-known  in  society,
the possibility of turning her =kill in
tlix natter in a direction which would
prove  useful.  Rhe stacted  ciprrette
manking ona smalk seale, and peeonrved
the promise of putronape from w nom-
Ter of 1he West Snd e¢lubs, as well na
trom certain co-operative  societien.
Her cirnrettes were well and carefully
wmcte, Bhe begon to get n remdy mars
kit for them, nnd to employ (he ser-
vives of other women inmnking thene.
I the cvmrse of u very few years she
wiw tnking an excellent income Ly
her husinesa, nwd other Indies wll over

- the eountry were fast followlng her

examplie. Cigarette making is an ex-
cellent home money-making occupa-
tion, because it can be carried on with
eire in any house, however small, and
requires no enpitst for machinery, im-
plemeants, etc.

In Germany, the man who loses bath

his handa accidentally ean claim the
wholg of his life insuraoce money, if
he be inmured, on the ground that he
has lost the mesuns of maintzining
himeelf. A loms of the right hard re-
duees the claim to from 50 to B0 per
cent. of the total. :
. Three years ago (says an American
journal) we didn’t know what golf was
in thiz country.’ In Seotland they
have played it for 450 years. They are
playing it this season with elubs made
in America. A single Chicago firm
hns shipped to Scotland 10,000 golf
sticks in a few months, and has ordera
far 15,000 wmore, Cricket—well, we
have played cricket more or less for
some years, but never with the true
British zest. Nevertheless, the best
cricket bats and balls are now made
in the United Statea and shipped to
the tight little island.

The average Boer seeins to be a pain-
fully polite sort of person, if we may
judge from an advertisement which
appears in a rtecent issue .of the
‘Krugersdorp Sentinel.! It is placed
under the heading of ‘Death—8mit,’
and runs thus:—0On the 25th inst.,
Amy Jane Mary 8mit, aldest daughter
of Jane and Willlam Smit, aged 1 day
2% hours. The bereaved and heart-
broken parents -heg te tender their
hearty thanks to Dr. Jones for his
unremitting attention during the ill-
ness of the deceased, and for the maod-
erate brevity of -his bill. Also to Mrs
Willinms for the loan of clean sheets,
to Mr Wilson for running for the doe-
tor, and to Mr Kobinson for recom-
mending mustard plaster?’ Such com-
prehensive gratitude is not often met
with.

A German doctor ha% stnried B

theory that mest drunkards can be
cured by 8 very simaple and pleasant
course of treatment, namely, by eat-
ing apples at every meal. He says
that apples, if eaten in large quanti-
ties, possess properties which entirely
do away with the eraving that all con-
firmed drunkards have for drink.

Mr Ceeil Rhodes, says ‘“Cassell’s
Saturday Journal, considers himself
g very good characted-rezder from
facial esxpression, and bas declared
that he hardly ever varies his first
opinion of a person. Neot many montha
ago # friend of his presented a young
man to him in the hope that the youth
might find favour and so secure a good
post of some kind or other. The
youth was considerably gratified by
Mr Rhodes” reception of him, but the
friend was not satisfied. *The chief
never smiles like that at a face he
fanvies,” was his comment. And it
subsequently proved a true forecast.

Unguestionably the army of ladies
who smoke cigarettes is & rapidly-
increasing one, and we have been at
some pains this month, says an Eng-
lish Exchange, to secure expert evi-
dence on the matter—by ‘which we
meun testimony of mannfacturers who
have devoted specinl attention to the
subject. They are unanimous on the
general question, viz., in teatifying to
the rapidity with which the practice
has spread, but there are differences
of opinien on points of detail. Bome
believe that feminine eiparette smok-
ers are s=ldom to be found outside the
higher eclasses of society, while others
consider that there is a goodly percen-
tugre of femnale workers who smoke.—
‘Tobucco.”

Haden-Niaden, once the great gamb-
ling resort of Europe, since abolishing
her gambling tuhles has rebounded to
the other estreine and is offering ‘blue
Inws' as an attraction to visitors, twa
of whom were recently stopped by
the police from purchasing flowers on
Bunday. | N A
" ‘Tersonal aohrervation has taught
me,’ suill o Cuban cigar dealer, ‘that
not one persan in A hundred knows
haw to smoke n cigur to enjoy it
thuroughly, For inatance, miost men,
after Luying their cignra, wtick them
Letween  their tecth amd gnaw  the
emids oft recklossly, thereby tearing
and  lookening  the wrapper. Then
they light their cigars and puff awuy
tin ' their very lives depended upon
finishing them in a Lurr_v. Thus
trented, the fuest eigar will burn ir-
regularly, and the smokers will, nine
thmen out af ten, lay the blaane on the
vignr. The cigur mny be to blame,
bt in most cusex the fault lles in the
way it has been houdled.

"MEN " AND - WOMEN.

At s womnn’s congress held in Farin
resplutions have been adopted to tha
effect that all familier must =secure
certificates of health from intending
{sons-in-law in onder to guard the
duughters of the Republic from risk
and to prevent hereditery maladies in
the fathers of a later generation.

Americs is undoubtedly the happy
hunting-ground of the woman doctor.
The increase in her numhers has with-
in the last twenty years been pheno-
menal. It is estimated that there are
now abont forty-five hundred women
practitioners in that country aa
against five hundred and twenty-seven
in 1870. The majority of these are
of course general practitioners, but
there are as well homoeopathists, hoa-
pital physicians, and surgeons, profes-
sors in schools, specialists for diseasea
of women, alienists, orthopuedists,
oculists, aurists, and electro therapeun-
tists. - Doubtless, like their brothers,
they suffer from the stress of keen
competition, but it is ztated that most
of them succeed in making good head-
wiy, while one or two of the leading
lighta are credited with . amassing
the rcminently satlsfa(_tury income of
£ 5,000, T . B

Medical mmleﬂ in Berlm are much
agitated over & statement made by a
prominent physician of that ecity to
the effect that the purses in the pri-
vate hospitals are in league with the
uundertakgre, who distribute among
them cirenlars offering as much as
£5 by way of gratuity for a good job.

Mr Chamberlain, when a little boy,
was playing one day with his sister
at a game of ‘battle’ — each child
having a regiment of toy soldiers and
a popgun to fire at the enemy.

The little girl’s soldiers went down
very quickly, but his stood firm, and
he was proclaimed the vietor. -

He had glued his men to the ficor!

—*Pearson’s Weekly.’ -

‘T am tired at the close of the day,
"tis true, but I always try to remem-
ber that my wife may be tired as my-
self’ 1f all husbands would not only
think this, bui act upon it, many
weary women would smile, and feel

_half their burdens rh‘np at once from

their shoulders.

A hand or boidy warmer which ean
be earried in the pocket is one of the
novelties of the season. The pocket
‘Instra,” as it is called, is the first
practical means by which slow burn-
ing fuel has been made available for
heating the human body in a safe and
c¢leanly manner. Ho small an amount
of fuel is used that a refill, which
lasts three or four hours, weighs only
one-seventh of an ounce. To show
their safety ‘Tnstras’ have been habit-
ually earried in the same pocket mix-
ed up with gunpowder cartridges, and
they are equally effective i their
cleanliness. Possibly the pocket ‘In-
stras’ will be most popularly ecar-
ried in the Jady's muff, or in the
pocket to give warmth to the body;
but we can alse imagine them to be
very useful to travellers by road or
rail, particularly as they are qmte
free from smell. -

So many engag'ements are made on
board ship, and 80 many happy mar-
riages result from them, that a cap-
tain of one of the largest Atlantic
liners states that men, whe, for some
reason or other, are unable to secure
wives at home, take a trip over to
America on the chance of mectm.g
a girl on the boat.

The Bupreme Court of Genrgm. TE-
cently passed upon the novel question
whether the contract of marriage ia
such & contract as is contemplated by
the law which provides that contracts
entered into and signed on Sunday
shall be illegal and void. In 1850 a
Mrg Cone married a Mr Underwood,
and in her marriage contract reserved
her estute for herself and ber children.
Mrg Cone's grundson, in a suit for the
ownership of the property, was pot
permitted to introdiuce the marriapge a8
evillence, the defence showing that it
wns concludet on A Sunidny. Tha
lower court held that & Sunday mar-
ringe contraet was as void, 8o far as
ita effects on property rirhts was con-
ceries], ug any other Bumdny contract
in regnrd to lnbour or employment,
This decision was reversed by the
Supreme Court, which held that the
Jegislnture, in enancting Sunday lnwa,
cun regulnte only orndinary employ-
ment, ‘while entering into a marriags
controct Is not ordinary employment.’

PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS

Among the pazsengers of the Roto-
iti frum Wellington to Auckland last
wtrk was Mr Kanson, Auckland man-
ager of the Northern 8.8. Company,

Itev. Mr and Mrs Ilcbertson, A\le:.k-
lund, accompanied by their niece Miss
Robertaon, of Seotland, left by the

- Wakatere an Monday on a trip t o the

Thames.

Miss Lulu Brandon, of Wellmgmn.
is about to pay a lengthy visit o
Napier. - (

Misa Bezzie Jones, from Parnell,
Auckland, is staying ot the Sanator-
i:“n]ﬂ?ambridge, for the benefit of her
ea

Mis=z Mildred Rees, of Wellington in
viriting Blenhﬂm and is st,aymg wlfh
Mrs Grffiths. . j

Dr. Williams, of the the Thames Hospl-
tal, who has been travelling in the
Australian colonies for the benefit of
his health, returned to the Thames on
Thurslay ver_y much the beﬂer Iar
his travels, .

'Mr and Mrs R. H. Rhodrs Otahuhu,
Tai Tapu, have gone to the North
Island for two or three weeks' change.

i
Miss Parkes, of Wanganni, who has
Lerr on a visit to Auckland, left for
her hote on Menday by the Rotoili.
Colonel Btapp, who has been for a
trip down South, has returned to New
'lymouth. - i
H

- Mr and Mrs Heaton Rhodes, Chiist-
chnmh were the guests of Mrs 5. A.
Rhodes at the ‘Grange,” Wellington,
for the Steeplechase Meeting on the

" 16th and ]elt for Anckland gn Mondﬂ_y

last.

K

- Mrs Ernest Gray intends 1o t.nke np
]'n_,)' residence in Christchnreh, where
she has alrendy secured a honse 211
Worcesber—stmet West.

Mre Kennedy, of “’t'llmgtnn is amy-
ing in Napier on a visit. i

Miss B. Renne]], “whohas been for
some time on a visit to Dunedin, has
returned to her home in New l’ly-
mouth, 4

i

Archbishop Redwood has been visit-
ing Blenheim and ~hed both
morning and evening in St. Mary's
Chureh last Sunday. At the evening
service the Archbishop played Cpu-
nod’s ‘Ave Maria’ splendidly on his
violin, Miss McCabe acting as accom-
panist. Mrs Marks sang ‘(3 ba]utares
very pleasingly.

Mr and Mrs C. W. Adams and Miss
Adams, of Blenheim, have been visit-
ing Mrs J. Bell, at Illll(‘n.dn,n Walmu
Valley.

Mrs Frank Lawry was a passcuger
from Auckland to Wel]mgton by the
Takapuna last Thursday. i

Mr 1. C. Seymour, Tyntesfield, has
gone for a trip down the Sounds with
Captain Harris, of Picton. - :

Mr Lonissen, Mavor of (‘hrmt«.huﬂ‘h
i= at present paying a visil to the
Empire City. i

Miss Mabrl Tendall, elidest danghter
of Mr G. Tendall, of Christchurch,
has returned from England with very

high honours and a diptoma from the
National Training School of Cookery,
South Kensington, where she has been

studying for two or three years. i

Mr Hyde, of the Public Trust Office,
nf New 1* lvmonl]: has been H'nns-
ferred to \Vl-llmgjnn and will be sue-
reeded by Mr Oswin. Defore leaving
Wellington Mr Oswin wis presented
by his fellow clerks with o handxome
¥ilver mounted travelling bag und a
eake of razors.

Mms Elworthy (Timaru) in staying
with Mrs Wallis, in Wellington, -

Miss Roberteon nnd Miss Pitt (Nel-
:mn) have gone to Wellingion !'Dr [
rip.

Mr A, B, Wright, Government Sur-
veyor, residing in Mt Albert, Auck.
lawl, s pone to Sydney for a fort
night's holiday,



