
SNAKE SURE ENOUGH.

On a. night express recently a man
who had the appearance of an ama-
teur naturalist, was a passenger in
the smoking carriage. He got on at a
hack country station carrying a heavy
box, which he deposited on the seat

beside him and promptly fell asleep.
Among the other passengers were

two commercial travellers who reliev-
ed the tedium of the night by fre-
quent nips from a black bottle. One
of the two soon fell asleep, but the

other, who evidently possessed a more

formidable capacity for stimulants,
clung to the bottle till his wandering
gaze attested his condition. Just as

the train passes a station the travel-
ler who was awake suddenly emitted
a howl and grasped his companion
by the shoulder.

‘Great' heavens, Charley, did you
see that?’ he asked in terror, as he

crept up on the car seat with both
feet.

‘Ugh,’ remarked Charley, nonchal-

antly, half opening his eyes.
ake up, for God's sake,’ the other

went on terrifiedly. ‘There's a snake
under the seat. I think it’s a snake,
anyhow, and I want you to tell me

whether it is or not.’

*TTI wish snakes,’ said Charley, with
one eye entirely open. ‘You got ’em,
Luke. Tol* you what’d happen if you
didn’t quit-.’

‘Don’t kid me, Charley,’ said Luke,
imploringly. ‘Wake up and see him
for yourself.’

But Charley by this time felt a

yielding substance passing over his
shoes, and with a wail of terror he
rose to the occasion and joined Luke

on top of the car seat. Aroused by the

noise, the other passengers rubbed
their sleepy eyes and. once awake, be-

gan making jests at the expense of

the terror stricken travellers.

‘I thought them fellers would be

seein’ things afore long.’ remarked a

farmer.

‘Snakes is so common.’ put in an-

other. ‘Why don’t you spring a croco-

dile or two on us?’

‘Well, I never saw a man with the

rams before,’ a third began, but just
then he felt something crawling over

his feet, and with a snort of fear, he

crept up on the window sill.

One by one the other passengers

joined the minority on the carriage
seats, till at length a vote on the

snake question would have resulted
unanimously in the affirmative. The

sleepy brakeman, who was dozing
near the stove, finally awoke, and

catching a glimpse of a dark object
wiggling across the aisle carpet, he
opened the door with a whoop and

disappeared. The brakeman told the

conductor that a snake was loose in

the forward carriage and that official

went to the carriage door demanding:
•What’s the matter in there? You're

spoilin’ them seats. Git down.’

‘There’s a snake loose in here,' came

back the unanimous response. ‘Come

in and catch him. That's what you

get your salary for.’

‘Catch your own snakes,’ he retort-

ed angrily at the wild-eyed commer-

cials. T ain’t in the snake catching
business.’

Despairing of succour from this

source the passengers turned their

atttention to their own number. By
this time there was but one person
in the car who was not up on his seat,

and that was the man with the box,
who still slept peacefully in his cor-

ner. All sorts of devices were tried

to wake him up. Hats, newspapers
and books were tossed at him, and
finally a well-directed umbrella hit

him in the eye. and made him jump
to his feet with an oath.

‘Great blazes!’ he roared, as he rub-

bed his injured eye and caught a

glimpse of the passengers standing on

their seats. ‘ls this a branch office

of a lunatic asylum, or simply a gang

of drunken fools?’

‘Get up on your seat,’ he was ad-

jured. ‘There’s a snake loose in the
carriage.’

‘Snake loose!’ he exclaimed. ‘Guess

it’s my Jim. Rattler is he? About five

feet long? Yes. that’s him. Had him

in the box. you know, but he must

have crawled'out while I was asleep.’

‘You’re an infernal idjit,’ shouted

the farmer, ‘l’ll have the law on you.’
‘Throw him out.’

‘Push him off.’

‘Squash his old tame snake.’

The man who owned the box silen-

ced the outcry with a wave of his

hand.
‘Gentlemen,’ he remarked, ‘l’m sor-

ry this isn’t a tame snake, but as a

matter of he fact, still has his eye

teeth, and you’ll find him ready for

business. Better stay up on your

seats till I find him.’
Slowly and methodically he prod-

ded under the seats till a warning
rattle located the frolicsome Jim.

Then, reaching recklessly under the

seat, he grasped and hauled out a

five-foot rattler, which he lugged
back to the box in the corner. After

securely clamping the box. he sat

down again and quickly fell into a

doze. One by one the passengers
came down from the carriage seats,

but few could sleep while the threa-

tening box was in the car. When the

next station was reached the man with

the box woke up and started for the

door.
‘Sorry my Jim disturbed you, gen-

tlemen,-’ he'called back from the plat-
form. Fact is, I forgot to say he is

only a toy snake, made up largely of

spring and India rubber. One simply
winds the spring and he will crawl

around till he’s run down. If I had

time I would explain this ingenious
device which I have just patented.
But I get off here. Au revoir.’

After that the silence was not brok-

en until the train reached the termi-

nus.

CHARGE OF THE BARGAIN BRIGADE

‘Bargain sale! Bargain sale!’

Newspapers thundered.

Up to the Palace of Trade
Strode the Six Hundred.

‘Forward! Our fortune’s made!
Charge on the clerks!’ they said.

Into the Palace of Trade

Rushed the Six Hundred.

‘Goods sold for half their worth,’
Was this a cause for mirth?

Women who saw the sign
Not even wondered.

Theirs not to make reply.
Theirs not to reason why.
Theirs but to simply buy.
Buy in the Palace of Trade—

Thought the Six Hundred.

Bargains to right of them.
Bargains to left of them.
Front of them—back of them—

Volleyed and thundered.

What they bought none knew well.
Weak ones grew faint and fell.
Tho’ dresses ripped, ker-r-r-rack!
Into the crush pell-mell

Dove the Six Hundred!

Boldly and well they fought:
Then home her spoil brought

Bach woman willing.
this be their defence.

All saved at least sixpence—
Some saved a shilling.

—Puck.
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POWELL’S
BALSAM or ANISEED

WILL CURE YOUR COUGH.
All the world over, the recog-

nised COUGH REMEDY. Itsimmense sal®
thro i?hout the w. rid indicates its inestimablevalue.

UNSOLICITED 1ESTIMONIALS.

The Deax of Westminster's Verger writes:—"l
was advisedto try the Balsam of Aniseed; I did, and
havefoundvery great relief. It is most comforting in

allayingirritation andgiving strength tothe voice.”

Lioxel Brough.Esq., the eminent actor writes:—
“ I thinkit an invaluable medicinefor members of my

Erofession, and have always recommended it to my
rotherand sister artistes.”

Mr. ThomasHughes, Chemist,Llandilo. OctoberIst,
1866, writes“ Singularly, I have commenced my
fiftv-sec nd vear in business to-day. I remember my
mother giving me yonr Balsam for coughs and colds
nearlv 70' years ago.’ My chest and voice areas sound

as a bell now.”
_

Loosens the phlegm immediately.
NIGHT COUGH QUICKLY RELIEVED.

SEE TRADE MARK AS ABOVE ON EACH
WRAPPER.

See th« words
“

Thomas Powell. Blnckfria’S Road,
London,” on theGovernment Stamp.

Refuse Imitations. Established 1824.

OQUATTERS and FARMERS WHEN ORDER.
n TiIEIR STORES SHOULD NOT OMIT

THIS TIME-HONOURED COUGH REMEDY.

FOR A COUGH.

poWELL'S BALSAM OF AXIbEED.

pOR ASTHMA, INFLUENZA, 4c.

SOLD BY CHEMISTS and STOREKEEPERS
THROUGHOUT the AUSTRALIAN, NEW

ZEALAND, and CAPE COLONIES.

BottlesU. IM-. ta M-. svd ta. M.

American Organs £6
and upwards.

FACTORY TO FIRESIDE
At Wholesale Prices.

We have one of the largest Organ Manufactories in the World.

Capacity, two thousand Organs a rrenth. From this im-

\ mense riant we sell direct to the consumer at a small pront
over the cost of manufacturing. For instance, we can sell

Tovi our beautiful style Celestial, as shown in cut, for only
* **r i iTfBmFMrT 1OS*> °« b- vessel New York. Cost of carriage, about

] £2 10s. Description: Case, Solid Walnut or Oak, highly
polished and handsomely carved, 80 inches high, 48inches,

long and 22 inches deep. Action, 5 octave manual of keys.

jag-WqMWIMHHKLKiMM 5 sets, 10 octaves ofour beautifulgelden-tcned neds. 13stops.

Right and left knee swell. Free with each Organ, Stool

FandInstructor. Each Organ warranted 25 years. Safe de-

f livery at destinationguaranteed. Fifteen other styles shown

our large catalogue, which
we send free on application.

From £6 up to £l9. Reference, First National Bank here,
2,cfMD tbLR ORDER TO-DAY. National Shoe andLeather Bank, New York City.

Wewill more than please you.

BEETHOVEN ORGAN Co., VAS
F
H^ION’

In all parts of the World

THE NATURAL FOOD FOR A BABE —

la ....

MOTHER’S MILK

And thia Does NOT contain Starch.

YOUNG INFANTS

CANNOT DIGEST STARCHY FOODS

A perfect Artificial Food for Infanta must, therefore,

NOT CONTAIN STARCH.

1
FOOD

CONTAINS NO STARCH

But makes a PERFECT FOOD for the YOUNGEST CHILD.

MELLIN’S FOOD for Infanta and Invalids may be obtained

ofall dealers throughout the World.

MELLIN’S Food Works, Peekham, London.

milkmaid
condensedMilk

SThe
••Milkmaid” Brand la guaranteed tc

contain all the cream of the original milk. In

the process of manufacture nothing but water

is removed, nothing but tho best refined

sugar added.

Avoid low-priced brands from which the

cream has boon abstracted, and ask for

tho •• Milkmaid ” Brand, tho boot for all

purpoeoo.
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