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‘That & mesating of “’n;nen'l Politi-
cral Socicties was held last week in

17 T™Auckland Y.M.C.A Rooms. The meet-

.ing wua called for the purpose of al-

} lowing the local delegates to the re-

cent Women's National Council in
Wellington an opportuaity to explain
what was done at the Conventibn.
This very necessary explanation ab-
sorhed sume time.

‘T'hat another bush felling mccident
case, which hoppened to Mr Jeffs, of
Whangamomona, was taken to the
New Plymouth Hospital for treat-
ment on.Sunday afterncon. Mr Jeffa
un the prerious day waa cutting a
tree when Jt fell on him, and fractur-
ed his leg. The case {8 rendered more
unfortunate, as Mr Jeff's wife is also
in the hospital,

That Miss Benjamin, ‘the tull-blown
Jbarrister,” wrate a paper on the ‘Equa-
litiea of the law regurding men and
wemen! But as ghe did not suffici-
ently bring out the terrible wrongn
under which her sex groan, the paper
was rejected by the Councik

That Aucklanders can now indulge
In the luxury of private bathuaud that
during Thuraday night, when the first
heavy rain ell, Beveral citizens
thought of going outside Bnd mecur-

ing 4 clean douche, for fear the water

woTks committee wauld not  deem
the snppl{ nufficient to warrant turn-
ing on the bath taps in the morn-
ing. . .

That a feature of the concluding
perforinance by the Pollerd Com-
pany in New Plymouth was the gum-
ber of floral centributions handed to
the various performers, two or three
bounguets being passed up at a time.

That the Basket Fair to be held in
4. Sepuichre’s Scheolroom, Auckland,
on Thursday, June 2nd, and two fol-
lowing days, promises to be an extre-
mely attractive affair. Mr Boult haa
charge of Thuraday evening, amd his
very inviting musical TORramIng
compriaes severnl unigue ftems, such
as A quadrille from ‘Alice in Wonder-
thod.” Red and White Queen, Duch-
vss  and  Carpenter, Tweedle Dum,
I'weedle Dee, Alice and Mad Hatter:
Fablesn, Dream Faces, with verse of
sang.  Tableau, Ten Little Niggers,
with soug. Mr Cecil Sharp’s three
sets of Nursery Rhymes in four part
harmony. These were written for the
Adeluide Cathedral Choir whilst. it

wus under Mr Boult's charge, and .

were performed by the choir ab the

Adelnide and afterwards at the Mel-
Lourne Exhibition, with Immense suc-
eSS, .

‘That ou Thursday, June 2nd, a
sacial will be held in. the Theatre
Royal, New Plymouth, in aid of the
Cricket Cluhb. : -

That the flagship H.M.s.  Hoyal
Arthur arrived in Wellington on
Thursday morning. The upual salute
wias fired by the Permanent Militin,
and a gnard of honour for His Excel-
leney the Admiral of the Australusian
Synuudron was furnished by the Wel-
lington volunteers;, aceompanied by
the Garriton Band, on hid landing in
Wellington. H.M.s. Torch, fromm One-
hunga, and H.M.s. Tauranga, from
Napier, are also lnh Wellington, and
will remain vntj] after the Birthday
Rall on the 26th,

That a8 very enjoyuble social was
held on Thursday last in the Ingle-
wood Wesleyurn Church, to welcome
the Rev. H. Williatme, who has taken
the place of the Hev, Blamires, -

‘That a shooting party from Christ-
chureh was entertained at
tirey by Mr and Mrs Ensor ia their
most  hospitable manner. Athongst
the pnrty were Messrs (3. Humphreys,
Turnbull, J. J. Kinsey, F. H. Fisher,
I. Gibbga, Jameson, Eneor (Temuka),
and several mmore. Capital aport wus
found and a thoroughly enjoyable
time was wpent. : .

That the arrangements for the New
"lyvmouth Yolunteer Ball, held on
24th May, are progressing favourably,
atud the Drill Hail Committee have
decided vo line the hall, which will
mnke it more comfortable, nned will
he much nppreciated by the duncers,

That the Birthduy DNall ot Govern-

© ment House is to e on a scile of un-

wonted Juxurinnee. Rumour says
there ure to be three ball rooms, ond
a large marguee erected in the
grounds ax a wUpper room, and with
no less than three men-of-war in the
harbour to furnish additionul part-
nery, und such A perfect honters  mnd
orguniser as Laldy Ranfurly at the
helin, the lucky GO0 gueats who are
juvited cun surely find no just couxse
of complaint.
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MR GLADSTONES DEATH.

HE world-wide interest attaching

to the life and work of the late

Mr OGladetone is greatly intensified
at this moment when the whole Em-
pire is deploring the loas of that great
wtateaman ard unigue charscter. The
lineamenta of the deal map are wo
familiar te liritons that it is almoat
unnecesanry to reproduce photo-
graphse of him in thess pages; but, on
the other hand, now more than at any
other time, perhapa, any presentment
of the foremcsr atatesman of cur time
as he appesred when among us will
be puzed on with a deep interest.
Among thc pletures we give, one
represents Mr (iladstcne in the hey-
day ot his iatellectual and political

MR GLADSTONE ZMAKING

power speaking In that august sssem-
bly whose npinicns ke has so often
directed by lie wisdom and eloquence;
snother iB one of the latest portraita
taken of the right hon. gentleman.
We also repr.riuce from the *Strand
Mugazine' a ecrles of pictures of M
(Hndstone, ta%en at various times of
ler life, a picture of Misa Jlelen Glad-
utone, their fourth daughter, who was
for many years connected with Newn-
ham Collegre, Cambridge, whers she
wiR lutterly head of one uf the two
hatls; a photogravure of the ltight
Hon. Herbert J. Gladatone, M.P., who
v a fawilinr figure in politica. [n
many reapects Mra Gladutone has been
wenrvely & less remarkoble flgure than
her great huslsnd. Hers is 2 eharac-
ter of simpulnr pweetnesn and waorth,
and her devation to Mr Gludstone and
her family hae pamsed jnto a house-

" who never mareied,

hold word. They were married on
the 23th of July, 1839, in the village
of Hawarden, At the same time Lord
Lyitelton wns married lo Mrs Glad-
stone's sister, Mias Mary lilyone. Both
&inters were known for their siongular
beauty and lovableneas uv! character.
“T'his wedding," says Mr Hroadwell, in
the ‘Strand.’ “waa eventful for Hawar-
den, for, nt the invitatlon of his
brotherin-law, 8ir' Stephen Glynne,
Mr Gladatone
made it his bome. Hawarden wan
chosen because Mr Gladstone hed no
call for resilence elzewlere, except.
perbaps, at hils father's eslate, Fusque,
in Kircardinenhire, where he paid
regular visity with his family wuntil
Sir John Glndstone’s death, in 1831,
‘Mr Gladstone's brother-in-law, the
Tate Sir Stephen R. Glynne, then owner
of the Hawarden -Entate and Castle,
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had very eurly to face the changes and
vhunces of life. His agent of the
duy, to whem everything was intrus-
ted, brought, by rash Hpeculations in
jron. the estele to the verge of rain,
which it wiil yet take renerationwn to
repuir.  Mr Gludatole was able to give
great Bariatunce in weerluyg this crisis.
He himself nlwa purchmsed properties
in the vieinity, but, as is well known,*
he made over all his own property
to his eldeat ron, not lung after that
son huad succeeded by will Sir 8. 1.
{lynne at him death. in 1874, The
castle and grounda helong, however, to
Mrs Gladatone for life. -
“Ihis surrcnder of his property in
land a0 muny yearm ago waa ooly
charaeteriatic of Mr Gldstone’s gone-
rul principle in fuvour of devoelving
property misl responsibilily on  the
younger genecstlon, nol when death

compels, but when a sense of pro-
priety comunendw it. Thus Mr Gilad-
stone himself long ago divided his
living for the mosl Eirt smong his
chilklren, while at the gaoe time st
ting aside o Mrge sum for the found-
Ing and endowment of 5t. Deiniol's
Libmrey und ostel.

‘It haa aftrn been one of his moat
xions that his children
med hiim, except by ill-
nees or deith. A moment's anxiety:
and he nna therefere, been sble to sec
hir way to muke them all Independent
many y-ars before his old sge set in.

‘One of Mre Gladstone’s pifts hux
been an intuitive knowledge in mnt-
ters of health and nuraine; in fact,
though Mrz Gladataone has the greateat
rerpect fur sloctors aml nursex, she
in heraeif excellent doctor and
nurse combised. Husbuauad, children,
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and  wecrer of friends and relations
have had 1he Lenefit of her skill vl
care. LIt mn<t be pnid Ibut in this
respect, nolwithatum : Leer present
strength of connthtu whe Dever r--
membered 10 tuke mveh ¢nre of her-
self.  Another zift i secn in the way
in which by Influence and organising
mower, by contempt for ree tape anid
1y reidy repource, she hiw entiblinheld
and carrie] forward, for inuny years.
raluable iLsrontions by sunple means
nril methods; the Orphonnge and the
Littie Hemme, both of which aee nenr,
or. rather. at, Hawarden Oastle, are
an exuwmnple of this, lHere ahe haa
spent much of her time. nnd latterly
vhvournged her grundehilileen to do
the like. Tn nther wards, Mra Glad-
wtone Ia everybody's friend, aml has
an unlimited capnelty  for entering,
with real rymipathy, into the sorrows




