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masculine akill, her severs high hat
and entirely correct ridiog boots mnd
gloves. The conventional riding akirt
in Hillaborough was & flowing dark
skirt, an aucmulous waist, and any
sort. or condition of hat, varying ac-
corling to the whim or dieposition of
the rider, from a yacht cap to a dresa
bounet. Lottie’s outfit was a sort of
comnpromise, the pilk hat being re-
placed by a noft felt travelling cap of
her husband's, which looked a trifle
incongruous with her tailormade
habit,

When they reached the mouth of the
mine where Carreoll was waiting for
them, Helen could hardly repress a
cry of delight in his appearance. No-
thing could have been more perfect,
she told herself, There were the dark-
hlue blouse, alightly opem at the
throat, the fustinn trousers, half hid-
den in the high top-boots, and’ the

slouch hat bhe doffed as he came to |

help her dismount was the one thing
needed to give the finishing touch to
his costume. She felt like applauding,
an rhe might have done the entrance

of some favourite actor in & parficu- -

mrly sineceesaful make-up; and her
dramatie nature revelled in the strong
pictureaque flgnre with ite thoroughly

barmonious setting—the high, steep -

hilla in the background, the open shaft
yawning Peside him, and the grimy

miners swarming about him like the

chormn in an opera.

It Helen was pleased with Carroll's
appearance, it waa certain that he was
enually charmed  with her own—

though it could hardly have been on’

ithe ground of its harmony with her
“surroundings, for in spite of the strict
suitability of her attire, Helen's bionde
fairness was as much out of place in
thet rugged scene as would have bheen
a rare bit of cut-glass amid the coarse
furnishings of a kitehen table.

Lottie, with amiable seli-abnegation,
proceeded to efface herself, leaving

Dick free to devote himself to- Helew, -

1t was not without some trepidation
that Helen entered the yawning cavity,
looking a trifle gruesome even in the
light of the bright June day; and
when in the sudden darkness she felt
a strong grasp on her arm, and heard

Carroll's voice in a reassuring murmur -

a delightful thrill of dependence went
through her. .

Down in the mine Curroll was at his
Lest. In the weird haif-light of the
miners’ lasmps, with lurid shadows
falling on his handscme face, he look-
ed like a painting by Rembrandt, and

NERVE. BLOOD W

SKIN DISEASES
CURED BY TAKING

HERR_RASSHUSSEN'S

(The Oulebrnted Dumish Hurbalis) -

Avraue

HersaL Rexzoies

(Thagistared)
L PERMANENT CURE FOR NERYE,
SKIX, AND BLOOD DISEASES.
HERR RASSMUSSHN

Tha Calsbrated Duniah Harballet and dold

Medslint, of 81 Lambton Quay, Wael-

Hmygton, and M7 Gronox ﬂnz ) FTDNRTY,
la world-renowned for

THOUSANDS OF GURE.
whish havs Bean offected hig Hammaz

" AEpmbixs, sod
THOUBANDE OF TESTIMOMIALE
for thempelvay ug 1o the bmseanes virtoss
thest Herbal Hemedise.

ALFALINE VITALITY PILLS
Fe 1l Cure for Weak NMerves, Dapromod
Bpirits, Dability, lnd Weakness of tha Bping,
Brain, and Nervea. #peoisl Powarfal Qoarse,
dBe. 04.; Ordinary Courss, s 84 ; Bmaller
Boies, 1% spd S posted,  Band der Fres
Paanphlisg.

ALFALINE BLOOD PILLS
‘.I'onk. ln

Ikh

"ll-llly Pills.
Alfeline Unlrermal Pills for Fumals
l.nlnh. Mheuniatic Pills, Asthms and
Pills, Fus Beducing Powdars, ¥Yarioooals
r“a-n. Gargls Powders, Flash Produolng
Powd Worm Ouakea, Bsth Tablels, Euos-
Trptos and Jujubes, Hair Rentorer and
1sxiop Beputifar, Liver and Kidoay Pills,

mmply
wondertul.

Band for his Frea Book, vhich noo-
taing nl) particalars and many arefnl hiok sod
numer-os lestimonisls. Az TAFONDENCE
PArraTs awp CoMproEwTisL. Wrils wilhouol
daluy. nnd address

HERKRASSNUSSEN

#i Lambton Quay
WELLINGTON, N.Z.

patant Hesdsche Cure, s all

. and partiea

as he explained the processes, in lang-
uage simple yet vivid amd stroog,
Helern forgot to cobeerve certain little
idiosyncraciea in his speech, aud gram-
matical lapees that ordiparily would
have grated upon her now passed un-
noted. Fiven when tihey went up
again to the light of day the glamonr
hnd not quite faded, and with rather
more than her wonted graciousness
she granted Dick pﬂ-mlss:on ta cﬂll on
the following evening,

The next afternoon Dick’s aiater and
s friend, Mies Duckwall, colled on
Helen. Nellis Carrolt atruck Helen as
possessing all Dick’s imperfections
without his redeeming piaturesgue-
ness. She was essentially common-
place and .umrefined, and Helen ob-

. terved at once thut she wan making a

minnte mental inventory of the detaila
of her costume. Miss Carroll ialked in
a high, nasal tone, guite monopolising

. the conversuation, to which her friend

(& deljghttully pretty, simpering little
ecresture, in a muslin gown and much
beflowered hat) contributed only an
occasional convulsive giggle. She,
too, covertly studied Helen, who was
sure both girls could have given a
graphic description of every detail of
her dresa, the arrangemeut of her hair
and the disposition of her draperies
at the end of their lengthy call, which
Helen found a trifle fatiguing. How-
ever, the disagreeable impression
caused by this interchanpge of civilities

_ had faded by the time Dick came that

evening, and wag only fainily renewed
when he asked for m trite, popular air
that was her special detestation, after
she had sung for him, in her heantiful
enltivated soprano, the : Schubert's

. ‘Berenata’ and a quaint old Engiish
" ‘ballad with an exquisite setting.

-'The days went by swiftly and, in
the main, pleasantly. . 'Fhe kindly
housewives of the town vied with one
another in entertaining Mrs Park-
hurat’s city guest, and numerous in-
ﬂ!atu‘ms to ‘spend the day' and to
‘tome to tea’ poured in upon them.
Dick Carroll was almost a dajly visitor
at the Parkhurst cottage, and when
Tottie's husband returned from a busi-
ness trip he chaffed Helen unmereci-
fully about the conquest she had
made. 7

Hillsborough was unusually gay that
summer. There were church scciables
innumerable, - ta all of
which functions Dick escorted Helen;
church suppers At which the young
ladies of the congregation in impracti-
cable aprons of Paris muslin adorned
with bows of blue and pink, served

- to those mmgulded persons who were

present for ‘sweet charity’s sake’ col-

" Intions of sour strawberries and. half

liquid ice cream, The parties were
even more of & iax upop Helen's
urbanity. There was no duncing at
these entertainments, and the guests,
seated in couples about the walls of
the room, indulged Iin conversation
that was only interrupted when some
local musician was led, blushing and
protesting to the ublqmtous parlour
organ, there to render in a voice guite
free from any attempt at ¢ultivation

. some worn out popular song of the

day. Another feature of these affairs
was the singing of & male guartet,
upon which musical organisation
Hillsborough people looked with a
rather questionable feeling of pride.
The leader of the church singing ‘car-
ried the mir'; the village druggist, a
meek, l:apmg little man, with a small,
piping voice, wap the tenor; the bhari-
tone was completely inaudible, and
therefore 1noﬁenmve, and Dick, alas!
enthusinstically ‘sung bass.' He would
come out strong upon the last two
words of ench phrase, in insistent
iteration and w deep, sepulchral voice
that made Helen shudder, and .did
more to dispel her ilinsions concern-
ing him than any B,troc1ty he weeuld
have committied.

But Helen tried heroically not to
smile at the erndities of the social con-
ditione of Hull.nbomugh, remembering
the kindly attentions that had been
showered npon her as & guest, and the
horpitalities that were freely offered
to her, a stranger in their midst.

Fach day brought her inereased
strength and new pleasure: and the
long walks with Dick beside the nnr-
row river, or up the steep momnutain
pathe, wera all strangely, ewesetly
novel to her. Her flirtations, hereto-
fore, had been carried on in crowded
drawing-rooms or brilliantly-lighted
ball-rocme, where tender mpeeches
were llkely to be gut short by the ap-

roach of importunite partners; but

etre. under the open rkies, high upon
aome graasy cliff overlooking the tur-

bulent littla river that scolded and |

fretted In ita narrow bank, the little
town lying beyond, pl(-turesque in this

remote perspective, here, indeed, sach
word hed a new und tender vadue, each
glance was fraught with a meaning
new and atrangely sweet.

One day, in early June, there was a
picnic at a lovely, ideal t, on B
¢lift far down the river, and all Hilla-
borongh was in Attendanece,” The
young ple went in & la; wa n,
drawnp‘:;r four sturdy rg?ﬂeg,g?nd
!lnv?n by a loud voiced, facetious

:(iz farmer whose flashes of wit
:.nl] farth screams of laughter from
the gay crowd massed together in a
shrieking, chatteribgy Babel in the
huge wapgon hed, Helen had heard
with dismay of this armngement.
being extremely averse to noise and
erowds; and she could have showered
fervent blessings on Dick when, on
the appointed day he drove up in a
dilapidated barouche—the one car-
riage the local stables afforded—and
angmrested that they, with Mr and Mrs
Parkhurst, khonld drive out together.
Dick was amply rewarded by the evi-
dent pleasnre of the ladies, though Mr

Tarkhurst's humorolu allugions to ‘a
purely family pariy' brought a flush
ulike to Dick’s wn cheek and
Helen's tair foce

" ek drove slawly, so that when
they reached the pienle grounds they
found the others already there, The
ladies were beginning to met out =
subgtantial if net dainty lunch, and
the men were feeding a fire, over
which old Mrs Davia, the village oracle
and newsmonger, had hung n coffea
pot on two crossed sticks in a moat
delightfully gypsyishfashion. Dickand
Helen were soon in the midst of the
crowd, ®and, 1o her asecret dismay,
Helen soon found herself shrieking
and chattering an loudly as the reat.
Nellie Carroltl seized upon her with a

. sortt of posseasive, half-petronjsing

pride, which Helen was Bt a loss to
understand, nnd which secretly an-
noyed her, To escape this she offered
her mervices to old Mrs Darig, who re-
ceived her with marked cordiality,
and at once began to commenti with
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