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THE SNAKE TRADE.

REPTILES CAUGHT TO ORDER.

Menagerien are alwavs in need of
snakes, and as India abournds in these
reptiles, perhups 10 a greatar extent
than any other country in the world,
to Incdia look the inanagers when
their stocks begin to run low.

Snake hunting in India, unless one
understands the trude, is a perilous
businesa, for a larger percentage of
the Indian serpents are paisonous
than in any other part of the globe,
and even a Hindoo bhaz no desire to
die nf pnake-hite, nor within the
<crushing folds of the conatrictor.

Besides the demands from the
menageries, the Iudian Government
pays & bounty on anake hends, 8o
there is & double incentive to Ilndian
anake-hunters, and when there are
sufficient orders on hand from the
menigeries a hunt is erganised. }re-
parations are made by aseertaining
from the natives a promising snake
distriet, which is usually a tract of
jungle with a thick bamboo or grass
undergrowth. In such lands snakes
are found by thousands, and, afrer a
prowmising patch is discovered, a he-
ginning ip made by clearing or burn-
ing the undergrowth from a strip
entirely encircling the snake farm;
then a broad expange of perhaps an
acre im cleared on one gide, and there
is set the snake trap, & neiting ex-
tended for 300 or so yarda on each
side of the cleared track, its wings
gradually contracting to lead the
reptilea into a cul @e sae, from which
there is no escape.

Several hundred natives are assem-
‘bled, and on a day when the wind
blows from the right quarter they
purrcund the digtrict chosen, and, at
.& given signal, set fire to the jungle.
After the fire has fairly satarted, the
‘natives are called behind the netting,
a9 there is no need of their services
-on the other sides, for every snake
tenant of the brush flees in the same
direction toward the fatal netting.
Lehiond it stand rows of men, armed
with clubs and sticks, ready to give
their snakeships a Jively reception.
As the fire approaches the netting
the snakes come in crowds, by hun-
«dreds, sometimes thousands. At the
wings the men are concentrated, with
their clubs, ready to kill those at-
tempting to escape, anfd as the main
bodly of the reptiles approaches the
netting, the wings are pushed for-
ward toward each other, the stakes
supporting the netting are driven
firmly into the ground, and the snakes
are enclosed, :

But snakes can climb almost as well
as monkeys, and so the men at the
wings are kept busy killing those that
endeavour to escape over the ropes.
After all the smaller reptilea which
«an  work their way thirough the
meshes of the net have been killed,
attention is turned to the larger ones
that remain.

In various parts of the netting there
Are Joops which can be untied and
then refastened, and, after the slaugh.
ter of the liitle snakes has bheen
finished, the work of capturing the
mest  promising specimens begins.
"The superintendent points at an ana-
-conda that will bring a good price.and
8 the animal thrusts ite head againat
the netting in fruitless efforts to
-escape, & stick with a wire loop at the
end i introduced, the snake ia las-
soed imediately back of the head,
the wire is tightened, and the future
«occupant of & menagerie cage, hissing
-and writhing, is dragged through and
‘peizedl by a dozen nantives at once.
Bundles of bamboo, cut into proper
lengths, hove already been prepared.
‘Three of four men straighten the
snake mnd lay him on & bamboo,
sometimes placing three or four
smaller splints round him, and then
lashing him securely down with bam-
huo withes every ineh of his length.
Genernlly the lashing is found to be
-sufficient, and only when the serpent
in very large and powerful are the
extra bambous tied round him, for
fear he might hreak the atick to
which he iz fastened. This operation
is not carried on without much pro-
tent from the anake., But hissing and
wriggling are all in vain; the Hindoos
lash him down, finishing the opera-
tion Ly forcing his upper jaw wpon
the lower nidd tying the two together
to the stick in such n way that he can-
not even hias.  After all the best
#pecimens  have Leen melected and
tied, the remuinder nre killed, be-
heasded, and the heads ment to the
neareat Government atation for the
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bounty. ‘' The captives are packed iotag '
carts for {ransportation to Bombay,
where they are disposed of to the
European agents.

THE DISUSE OF LAUGH-
TER IN SBOCIETY.

Has laughter gone out ? asks Kir
Lewis Morris In an article in the
‘Forum' for Novembar, Are we never
to have the honest guffaw—the lond
laugh, which, ag the poet says, be-
gpeaks the vacant mind? 1Is this
really 8 true account of the rationale
of ecachinnation? If so, probably it
has gone out, at any rate in palite
circlesa. Decause we are nothing now,
if we are not cultured and refined; and
to be vulgar and to be ignorant are
worse offences than any more ex-
plicitly forbidden in the decalogue.
And-yet it almost meems mn pity too.
It is not well, surely, to lose any

. innccent, and happily, infectious ex-

pression of pleasure in a world so
bedeviled as ours.

Alag, I fear there is ne doubt that
the power or irrepressible laughter is
the gift of yonth, and youth only,
whether in mations or in individuals.
FPassing the drawing-room door the
other afterncon I could bear juside
peal after peal of milvery, girlish
laughter. ¥t was Miss Ethel, who was
entertaining her school friends with
tea and bread and butter and jokes.
That is the time of life for laughter.
I dare say the jokes would not have
made me smile. But when the spring-
tide is blossoming, and the sap Is
running upward in the irees, and the
vernal woods are bursting into leaf
and echoing with song, and, wherever
you look, all is verdure and joy, al-
most anything can move quick laugh-
ter. Or there ir an earlier stage, when
baby is being tickled by mamma and
erowe with delight. Or, though this,
it is true, is often silent, there is that
most beautiful of all sighta—the little
blue-syed boy or girl, who liea in the
white cot at dawn and smiles, and
ripples with laughter at some innocent,
childish thought. It it good to hear
happy langhter, it is good to watech
these baby smiles. -

‘But laughter can be unot only gro-

w

" tesque, but very dreadful as weil. To

hear a maniac laugh is one of the
mos} terrible experiences. To hemr
a hundred Inugh, as one does in near-
ing the Isola dei Pazzi at Venice, i a
foretaste of the lower regiona.
Farther on in the downward path of
life, when the end is very near, the
failure of the mind is often proclaimed
by violent laughter, The clé¢ wman is
back again in the scenes of boyhoo,
and is going over in a dream the days
of long ago. 1 remember well, lying
awake in London ledgings, through
el otherwise still June night, unmable
to sleep for the loud, incessant laugh-
ter pealing from the room above,
where the old man of the house lay
dying. When it ended, just before
dawn, the old life ended with it; and
in the morning his daunghter came in
to announce the fact and to express
the hope that Y had not been mmch
disturbed, The old man, she assured
we, had been in no in, but bad
been going over his boyish days sgain;
the old brothers, long years dead and
forgotten, were with him; and they
were cricketing, or gathering apples,
or swingng, or awimming together
dcrors the old brook, all that slesplesa
night. One was glad it was so; but
the laughter bhad en awfu! sound.

Stamp collectors must, says the
‘Sketch,’ look alive if they want to
profit by the Graeco - Turkish War
During the oeccupation of Thessaly a
special set of stamps has been issued,
and, ag it seems likely that the Turks
may =500n have to withdraw, these
stampa ought to be worih collecting
and keeping.

Australin claims the largest muto-
mobile carriage ever conatructed for
actual service, The car utilises
seventy-five horse-power, The car
travels from Coolgardie ¢ the coast
for the transportation of merchandiss
of the mines. Besides the load on the
car itself, it drags two ‘trailers” over
a distance of 400 miles, A railroad
was too ¢xpensive a luxury to indulge
in in that country, and so the idea of
the big motor was conceived. Bo
scarce in water along the rounte travel-
led that the sateam i not exhauated
into air, but saved, reconverted inta
water, and thus used over and over
aguin.



