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AUCKLAND.

Doecember 20,

Dear lve,

The compliments of theseasnon seems
the most fitting  comencersent, to
my letter this week, and o very hot,
iy se h it seems to bee However
uch as we want rain fer gavdens
aadl crops, for ont ontdoor festivities
this weather is simply perfection-—se
toryr as one is simply 8 spectator aud
uet 4 worker., Rut | have much to
tell you and must not bask longer in
the tropical heat.

A most

EXJOYARLE AFTERNOOXN TEX
wus given by Mrs John HRoach, at her
tty residence, Avalon, St George™s
Boscl, Paruell. Mrs Honch re-
¢ her many guests on the ver-
winlih, whence they windered through
drawilyr and dining roows, baleony,

and verandah, the two last-mentioned
boeingr pvased in and turnished Jike
OIS, Flowers of every beautiful

deseription were lavishly placed in
all conspicwous spots. Strnwhervies
and cremwn, with the chuicest of cukes,
accomrinien] by tea and sweets of
every vuriety were handeld souud. Mres
Hemteh was ably assisted to entertain
her guests by Miss (V' Kegfe,

The tablke decor; 5 were of the

most  exyuisite  deseription. The
peountl-work wns w white Dainask
cloth, handsmmely embroiderst, nk

wreeh Piblions were ar ieally
dingonaily  froue eorner  to
and dhe centre was relieved

vases  of pink vy
weriniuins il preenery. Amoiigst
thosea wha contribufed tawuards 1he
mnsical items were;  Sog by Mrs
Ching, Misses Mabel and Kate Hay,

Miss Kathleen Thompsan, ete.

Mrs Jlohn ¢ 1 chic mign-
anette preen silk. v
Ying A ¢
tumaeg
sweet in white m
I

skiet, e
tatuve and  white streipeit
n blouse, the stripes romming:
¥ oon hodies, the epmuletres

It X3
uve #nd white chip hat en
e profesely with manyve

el atEi el
ey, Linlin wilk
yel . blnek hat with
voses:  Mrs ot (AW hzingn-
o eembintion of grey aml yel-
stnel her daugl . whiter M
ilnrk nkirt, Teeliot rogmue
Mrs Pollan  looked  very
[ I hiue

with  white
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with lilse chitfun, rosettes and pink
flowers; Mm Rathbooe, lemon col-
aured Enipire gown with pink epau-
lettes: Mrs Gordon, grev: Miss CGor-
don, grey; Mrs Hay, black; Miss Hay,
pretty Llue muslin with barrow black
velvet bunds, black hat with fiowers;
Miss Kate Hay looked chie in a pink
muslin sinilarly made as her sister’a:
Miss Shepherd, black rilk, white lace
vert: Msr H. (FKeefe, dark skirt, light
blouse; Mra Percy Dufaur, fuwn tailar
mude gown; Mra Chambers-Taylor,
Lilock xilk, with luce dolman, black
bonnet with yvellow rosea; Muws Cham-
hers-"Faylor, brown tailor-inade gown
pink vest, yellow tie, white sailor hat;
Mra Huck, fawn Howered costunie;
Mrer Luecas Rleomfield looked well in
grey flowered 1muslin, large picture
hat with flowers; Mrs Harry Bloom-
ficlet, white pique, pink vest, pink
wtraw hat, with black chiffon; Mrs
Herbert Thompson, black silk, black
bonnet reliesved with roses; AMiss
Kathleen Thownpson, light simmer
costume; Mrs Kerr-Taylor aned her
hugrhiers wera studies in white; Miss
Thommsow (Tarnell), pink and white
striped cambric with fawn lace, lurpge
white hut with pink chrysanthemums:
Miss Von Der Hyde (Syvinev), pale
pink cambrie, bluekx hat with pink
flowers; Mis Fruter, green striped
cumibric, white chip bat with pale
letiuce green chiffon trimmings; Mrs
Tewslev, letoming pink  ereponette
with tawn loce. Ted velvet toque; Mrs
MeCormick, greys Mrs Ashley Hunter,
chic  black and white striped gown:
Mrs Leathem, dark costume with shot
areen sleeves: Mres Cheesetttan, black:
Aliss Cheeseman, very striking black
skirt atd zounve, white bodive; Mrs
Kilgour, black moeurning  costinine;
and many others.
The
ANNUAL DISTRTHUTILON OF
PRIZES

in connection with the King's College,
Hemuera, took place last Friday even-
ingr, when the I’rincipal and My !
ton Biruce gave a large At-Home, re-
ceiving their guests beneath an arclr
of ferns, lighted with fairy lamps,
the centre of which war the King's
College coat of arms, Mrs Ashton
Bruee wore a handsome costume of
spuive, toque en soite. The garden,
the bauilding, and lawns surrounding
the College were tastefully illumin-
ated with Chinese laoterns, the gen-
eral etfect being remarkably beauti-
ful, reminding one of Jubilee night.
After the distribution of prives a
Buaden-Baden concert was given, which
is gquite a novelty in Auckland. The
performers were stationed in an al-
cave in the badcony, where they could
be heard all over the grounds to great
advantage. Eady's orebestra bund
also discoursed their excellent music
from this alcove. Mr F. Upfil gave a
song, ‘L am goin® to Dixie® (with banjo
accampaniment) and chorns by Mr
Leslie Hunt's male voice club. 'This
song was the gein of the evening.
Songs were alse rendered Mrs

{Col.) Banks, Miss Mabel 7T Mr
Tracey Hall, Mr Geo. Heid; dnet
{(voenl). Mrs Hanks and Miss Mabel

Tilly; duet {voeal), Messrs Geo. Reid
and Tracey Hall; quartettes by Mr
Leslie Hunt’s male voice club. During
the eurly part of the evening speeches
by Rev. W. Beatty, the Irincipal (Mr
Girahume Broce), Mr Tewsley, and Ale
EHanson were given from the beautiful
fern-decorated pavilion on the lower
lawn, and then the school prizes wore
distributed. During the interval in
the middle of the programme Mrs
Dunean Clerk distributed the sports
prizes from the main entrance of the
house. Theh refreshmentn were dis-
pensed in the hall-rooni. the table
decorntion consisting of canary and
red erinkly puper with large -uses of
lities and daisiexs, ete, 11 would he im-
possible for e to give a description
of dressed worn by guests, as [ could
not distingmish colour by the light of
Chinese lanterns, and also among four
or five hundred guests 1 could not re-
cognise many by thia soft light. The
following is  the fist of those |
notived; —

Heve W.oaad Mrs Heatiy: Major and

Mrx Kanks; Mr and Mrs Bodle:s Mr
wrl Mrs Alfred Hucklaod. jun.; Mr
mel Mrer Cochrame:  Mr and  Mrx

Cheesemian, the latter ware n black
evening costume, white ermine eape:
Minn  Blodes, bluek  velvet  coxtume;
Mr and Mirs Charles Baker, the Iy
e costurne; Misses (Con-
L nd Mra Cooper; Mrand Mres
Archie Clark; Mr and Mrs Motthew
Clurk: Mr and Mra Ching, the ludd y

i hite China silk, tulle hon-
't en wuite; Misw Ching, white mus-
¥in, auilor hat: Misses Duddley; Tir. and

AMrs Dawson; Mr and Mrs Mews; Mr
F. Eurl; Miss Lucas; Mr Ferguson;
Mrs Gamble; Mr and Mrs Raunson:
Mru and Mise Burns; Mr Mackay; Mr
Bruce; Mr Mercer:; Mr and Mrs Tews-
ley; Misses McFarlane; Mrs Tilly;
Misses Tilly; Mr Tilly; Mr and Mrs
Ware; Miss Ware: Mr and Mrs Robt,
Rose; Mra Bamford:; Miases Thorpe;
Mrs and Misses Walker (Klerslie):
Mr and Mre Younghusband; Mr and
Mrs Gorrie; Misses Gorrie; Mr apd
Mrs Windsor; Mrs Lennox: Misses
Lennox; Mr Lennox; Mrs und Misses
Tiwlale; Misyes Stevenson (Glenhohn):
Mr amd Mra Finlayeon: Mr aocd Mra
Smallfield; Mre Sam Morrin; Mr wod
Mrs H. A, Carr (I’psom), aml Misa
Carr; Mrs MeFarlane; Mr anid Mes
Winstone; Misa Bureill; Mr Cone
Mrs and Misses Gorrie; . Misses Per
vil; Mrs and Misses 1rraper; I'rofes-
sor Talbot Tubbe; Miss Tubbx; Mr
and Mis Lucky; Miss Goldsbro™; Mrs
Payvton: Mr and Mrs Alfred White;
Miss Little: Mr and Mrs Heather: Mr
aml Mrs Ashley Hunter; Mrs Hitch-
covk; Miases Hooper; Mrs E. Hesketh:
Misses Hesketh; Mrs Hevwood; Miswes
Heywood; Mr  Johnston: Mr and
Misses Kensington: Mrs %, Kissling:
Misses Kissling: Dr. and Misses Fr
son; Mr and Mrs Morton; Mr and Mrs
Marviner; Rev. H. Major: Mr Major;
Mr and Mra Milchelson: Misses Mit-
chelzon: Mrs Thomas Morrin; Misses

" Morrin; Mr and Mrs Cotter: Mr and

Misses Cotter; Mr and Mrs H. Nolan;
Mr and Mrs Roberton; Misses erce:
Mr and Mrs John Reed; Mrs Lonsdale
Pritt; Mr Pritt: Me and Mrs J. M,
HBhern; Miss Shern; Miss Shepherd;
Mrs Herr Taylor; Misses Kerr Taylor;
Mr Chambertnin; Mr and Mre Hoo
Mr oand Mres Duncan Clerk: M s
Devereux; Mr and Mrs R. C. Carr, and
Miss Carr.

Mrs Conolly, of ltmuern, guve a

LARGE AFTERXOON TEA

lust. week in their pretty garden. A
Tuuetion of this kind is always more
appreciateill than one that is Fiven
within four walls, as the lagt-men-
tioned is stitfer and nore ceremeoni-
ous, while in the garden one always
feels free and buoyant.  Chairs and
sofas were placed round the lawn, and
were soon taken possession of by the
many  guests. Birawberries  and
vreim, eukes and tea were haneled
rouml during the afternoon by the
Misses Conolly (two), ickmere {two),
Baber (two). and Litile, whose atten-
tions were much enjoved as they flit-
ted fand oot amongst the numerous
guests with their large trays of dain-
tiea. Mrs Conolly was ably  assistid
to receive hee guests on the lawn by
hev twao diughters.  Our hostess wore
a very handsome black satin, reliaver
on 1ha bodice with pretty  volonred
lner, hormet with Howers, black para-
soli Miss Conolly, pretty pink striped
costtine; and her sister wore a dark
skirt, light blouse; Mrs Wigmore, very
striking cerise pink flowsred material
with black ground, hat with pink
Aowers: Mrs Tilly, peacock blue cush-
mere; Mrs Cotter, very stylish cos-
tume of bliek satin, with silver passe-
menterie, white chitffon vest, toque en
suite;  Mrs Thomur Morrin, spring
green silk, veiled in brown figured net,
plaid ribbon collar and Empire belt,
black plumed hat with shaded roses:
Mis Hesketh, black silk; Mrs Ship-
hewd, ¥ cagshmere, white hat; M
Worsp, dark costumne; Mrs Kerr-Tay-
for, white; Miss Larkins, green shot
with violet; and her niece, Misa Ratker,
siniple white muslin; Misses Baber,
(two), dark costumes; Mius Lueas,
blurk relieved with pink; Miss Outh-
witite, fawn; Mrs Donald. dark cherry
silk. veiled in black; Mes Dr, Kinge
wore a very piclnresque blue wilk
veiled i & fawn and blue muslin,
toque of forget-me-nots:  Mrs Win.
stone,  grev  lastre; Mvra  Nelson,
Gumble; Mrs A, Carrick. heliotrope
striped gown; Mra Hugh Camplwetf,
narvy blue flowered delaine: Miss ick-
were, dark skirt, light Llonse; ad
sinfer, A white pigue; Mrs Robert
ftrse, prey tweed: Mra Hamnn, black;
M Pearl Little, dark skirt, blue anr
white stripeal zephyr olouse:  Mrs
liobert Darvgaville, grey musling Mes
John Roach, green rilk veiled in white
mualing Mrw Ranwon, dark skirt, let-
fuce green silk blouse: Mra Tewsley.
pretty woft pink creponette trimmerl
profusely nbout neck and corsuge with
hillowy fawn lace. red velvet togue:
Mrs Bush, Wack with old gold; Mrs
Huribfie, old gold mad blnck sbriped
funey materinl 1 Mrs Brume, pretty
ek and white tigured musling Mre
{'ola . ubsinthe green wilk skirt,
white ailk bloure; Mrg Duncan Clerk,
dirk contume; M Ching, heliotrope
and fuwn  striped  costume;  Mrx

gy

Nydney Nuthnn was very much ad-
wired in bowton dor silk veiled in em-
broideread  grass lawn; Mre Lawry,
black costume; Mrs (D) Beattie,
very becoming mode grey trinnuel
ricaly with wsilver passementerie, grey
hut en suite; Mise Hooper, white: Mrs
Archer, black, relieved with helio-
trope; Miss Roskruge, black and
winite striped zephyr; Mra Irabaut,
violet costume veiled in black lace;
Mrs Bewes, white muslin; Mre Henry
Johnson, dark costume, alne xilk vest;
Mrs Hazamd {Ponsonby), pretty sum-
mery pea green musling Mrs Clifton,
Mrs Bamforid; Mrs Richardson, pretty
lili flowered musling Mrs Willinms,
bluck: Mrs Lonudale ritt, bleek; Mra
Gifliths; Mra Colegrove, grey, trim-
ned green; Mrs Laishley, dark green
costume; Mra Ashley Huunter. spuice
colowred costume: Mrs Bassett, helio-
trope striped comtume; Mrs Jones,
very FRlylish mauva silk, veilal in
munve and green flowered muslin:
Mrs (Major) George, handsome shot
alpuen; Miss Aubrey, and many others
whode nawmes space forbids me to
mention. On Tuesday night next Mrs
Conolly will entertain the unmarriel
wirls in the garden.

Mrs J. Y. Stevenson guve a larpre
children’s party ot her pretty resi-
dence, (Glenhoim, Remmers, on the
sume afterncon ag Mra Conolly gave
her garden party, snd muny of the
mothers left, their little ones at this
rendezvous while they went on to
their own grown-up entertainment.

The members of St. Peter’s Church,
Hamilton, held a
YERY SUCCEBSFUL BALE OF WORK
in the Yolunteer Hall, on Tuesday.
14th inst. Numbers of useful articles
were disposed of during the after-
noon, and u brisk trade in spruys and
buttonholes was carried on by several
young ladies. Delicious afternoon tea
wiis dtispensed on the stage. The pro-
cecdings were brought to a elose in
the evening by a most successful con-
cert arrungend by Miss Sindes, and to
thix young ludy great priise is due
fir the novel aml extremely pleasant
enteriaitnneni.  Much regret was felt
that Mr Schatz (Aucklamd), who way
abvertised to sing. was unaveidably
alsent,

The breaking up of the Hamilton
Convent Schoul for the Christmas
hnlidays  amd  the distribution of
prizes took place on the ith inst.
Thert was a preat number of visitors
and relatives of the chillren present
it the large schoolroem, which was
pretiily  decorated for the oveasion.
After the pupils had gone through a
short programme of voen) and in-
strumental musie, and kome pretty
awetion songe, by the younger children,
the prizes were distributed by ois
Worship the Mayor {(Mr W, Dev). A
quantity of plain and funey work,
puintings, drawings, ste., were ox-
hibited, the work of the pupils for the
pust. year. which reflects the greatest
eredit on both pupils und teachers.

Miss Milly Heywood and her pupils

gave A
LARGE AT-HOME

last Wednesday in St, Lake's Hall, Re-
muaera. A programme of various
pretty and difficult pianoforte pieces
wag most creditably gone through.
viz.:—Duets by Misses 1. Hardie and
Rose, Misses J, Draper and M. Durga-
ville, Missee E. Percival and J. lre-
lund, Misses N. Sibbald and E. 0’Hal-
toran, Miss 1). and Master L. Gilfillan,
Misses G. and X, Russell, Misses J.
and K. Stevenson, Misses Cotier and
Moss; pianoforte solos by the follow-
ing lady pupils: Misses Queenie Nel-
#son, {irace KEndean, Alice Morrin, Nel-
lie LRussell, Elsie Gilfillan, Dorothy
Ware, Daisy Hay, G. Ching, Esme Ei-
liot, C. Draper, W. Cotter, Lily Rose.
The hall was beautifully decorated
with branches of bumboo, rata flow-
ers, pink hollyhovk, roses, pink jvy
geraniume, ete., The stage was
banked with white lilies aund daisies
finished with greenery; in the ceutre
wus plaeed a charming picture, a
Christinus present. to Miss Milly Hey-
wood from her pupils with a case of
gold sleevelinks. Mra Heywood and
Miss Heywoud received the guests as
they entered the hall. Fhere munt
have been about 70 to &0 present.
Forms, chairs, and tables wers placer
abont the hall in conversazione style.
Tea. cnkes, und Rweets were handed
round to the guests by Miss Hey-
wood and her pupils, who were all
mont. charmingly gowned in white,
wod mmny of the guents cnme to the
conclusion that not n prettier batch
of girls has ever been ween in Aunck-
land. Mra Hevwood, handsome black
costume, while lace cop with pink




