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Yaraphrassd and slightly adapted,
Humlet's olmervation, *‘The play's the
thing to catch the conscience of the
king,” seeins io fit the King of Siam to
a nicety. His first evening in Lomdon
he spent at a theatre, an experience
several timea repeated, and when in
Edinburgh he was so much interested
in the working details ws to go behind
the scenes and see them for himself.
Thia fondnees for theatrical perform-
ances, and curiogity as to details, how-
ever, is not surprising, in view of the
lurge part this form of entertainment
plays in the life of all far Eastern
peoptes, uwnd of the great difference
existing between Eastern and \Western
theatrical methods. Ln Siam the lakon
(play) is a8 universal ns the pwe iu

Lsurma. 1t is brought into requisition
at  births, marriages, deaths and
vremations; a top-knot cutting ecere-

many without oue or more lakons was
uever heard of; they are presented at
every fair and festival; in faet, no
oecasion, either domestic or national,
ig complete without them. The Sinmn-
vse lakon, the Burmese pwe, and the
Malayan jeekhay have many points of
resembiance, and in Bangkok one may
see all three, as well us the Chinese
play; but Siamese and Durmese stajge
representations are iufinitely mote
artistic than Malayan and Chinese:
intleed, to Eurepeans it seems almost
sacrilegious to speak of Chinese per-
formances as artistie. Of Siamese
theatres proper there are two in Bung-
kok, but some princes and nobles also
keep up troupes for the amusement of
their families and friends, and for hir-
ing out at festivals and fairs. At the
regular theatres the performers, with
the exception of three or four nuile
clowns, are all females. Performances
are only given about twelve or four-
teen evenings per mouth, while the
nights are moonlit. At other times
the troupes are sither giving Tepre-
sentations at family parties or re-
hearsing new pieces. In a Siamese
theatre the performance takes place,
s8¢0 to speak, in the pit. The stuge is
almost  square, galleries ovcupy
two opposite sides of the square,
while the third side is used
for dressing rooms and stage
entrances. A play often lasts three
or four nights, from about eight
v’clovk 1iil two or three in the morn-
ing, and iz seldomn performed twice
consecutively. Music plays an import-
ant roll in every play, while a power-
ful chorus of girls behind the scenes
sing loudly in~ unisen, punctuating
their theme by striking together short
sticks of hard wood. The Simmese
have a very fine sense of harmony, and
though their system differs so much
from ours both as to intervals and
time, their hands are always tuneful,
and ons often hears most taking
nmelodies, Of scenery there is none,
beyond a fixture representing the
front of o palatial residence, abeve
which runs a gallery, where fairies
and Celestial characters make their
appearance, Along the roof, over the
central portion of the stage, however,
are penerully mechanical appliances
used for the Bight of angels and
ttemons of the air, Properties are
openly carried upon the staga by
‘supers,”  The costumes of the players
are often brilliant with jewellery und
gems;  indeed, the gorgeous dresses
of our English pantomimes fall far
short of the brilliance here seenm. A
large amount of ‘business’ is invari-
nbly introduced, chiefly consisting of
dabcing, gadnes, and buffoonery.
Eustern duncing, as seen ino the Biam-
ese and other ballets, iy, however,
totally different from our ideas of the
poetry of motion, It consists entively
of posturing and gesticulation, with
un oceasional taking advantage ot
timpery to increase the effert of an
attitude, mnd the combination of
gracefulness and drollery has a charm
of its own. Performed upon Hat feet,
there is nothing of the ‘light funtastic
tae* ubout it, yet the marvellous penu-
teetion of limb and body anid the
prace of movement often give the
kpectator the idea of extreme niriness,
aprility and rhythm. Sismere Are ex-
tremely clever at mimicry and burs
lesque, and they greet with shricks of
langhter carcatures of public men or
well known characters, On the other
hased, u fire brignnde mnrehing theee or

four times round the singe in search
of a fire, or & procesmion of twenty
men headed by one careyvi the bows
af a toy ship, pnother the mainmast,
and the last with the rudder tied be-
hind him, are regurded without a
sxmile, even thouph the bows often
chuse the rudder,

Professor Abbott, of New Jersey, ia
one of the few naturulists who apeak
in & kindtly way of toad voices. He
thiuk=s the batrachians have never yet
received the consideration that is their
due from the poets, and he asks;—'Is
it bersnnse their music is not popular
with the masses?

‘Now, profewsor,” said the young
min with musieal aspirations, ‘I want
¥ou to tell me exactly what you think
of my voice.” ‘No, sir,” was the em-
phatic reply. ‘'l ree through you.
You were seut here by my enemies ta
get me arrested for profanity,’

Palermo wns once noted for the
popular songs of the peasants in the
vieinity, and there were annual com-
petitions participaterd in by singers
from all parts of Sicily.  An effort has
just heen made to revive the nneient
glory  of the “‘canzonettn poplare
siciliana,’ Lut only thirteen singers
prresented themselves, and the atfair
wis pronounced an utter fuilure,

At St. Petersburg they are ahout to
erect A pew theatre almost entirely
of irot. When completed it will con-
tnin 2300 persens.

Tamugno, the rich, penurious tenaor,
has been fleeced out of 2,000,000 frnes
by a elever Italian deputy. He in-
fluced the tenor to buy an old and
decrepit hotel in Rome fortheluxuriant
s of 2,000,000 frances, under the fulse
pretence that it would be bought back
at a great advance by the tiovern-
ment, which wus in need of this build-
ing for one of itz departments. Now
the tenor is sueing the wily deputy.

Last week the Auckland Choral §
ciaty gave its sixth orchestzal con-
cert of the season. The Choral Hall
was vrowded on the oceasion, aud a
programme of a very attractive char-
acter was performed with exceptional
success. Mons de Wilfimoff acted as
leader and solo violinist, while Mr A.
Eady was among the instrumental-
ists, andl the able baton of Professor
Carl Schmitt directed the archestra.
The orchestral items rehearsed in-
cinded the first second and last morve-
ments of Beethoven's first symphony,
which wera splendidly  recdered,
Adams’ 'Le Brasseur de Preston,” and
the everpreen overture to ‘Maritana.”
A quartette—the Minuetto Andantino
and Finale Allegre, from Rheinber-
ger's Pinno Quatuor (op, 38) was play-
il by Miss Yates (piano), Mr Keesing
(violin), Cox (violn). and Mr Reale
(Ceello) and was warmly and deserved-
Iy npplauded. The violin solos by M.
de Willimofl—Zarzicky's Mazurka and
an arrangement of ‘Maganiello'—were,
however, the numbers which were
niost londly appreciated. The musie-
ian gave the audience a very fine ren-
dering of both pieces. As a finale to
the concert, & waltz entitled ‘Chyllis,’
and compased by Mr J. B. Macfarlane,
a local amateur, was playved, Mr Mac-
farlane conducting. The compasition
is tuneful and rich in many parts.
Interspersed with the instrumental
itemis were several solos. Miss Liz-
zie Black sang '‘The Promise of Life'
{Cowan) and "The Lost Chord® (Sul-
Hvan), while Mr George Reid con-
tributed Bevan’s ‘The Flight of Ages'
and Balfe's 'Come Into the Garden,
Maud.” Mr Teid's voice is tao well
known ta need commendation. The
lady. an the other hand. is a new-
comner, but she has o fine contralte
voice that we shall be very glad to
hear again.

The principle of the incandescent
gax light is now avuiluble for oil

lamps. The principle of the petroleum’

hurner is exoactly the satmne ns that
af the incandeseent burner.  The
burner used is similar to the ordingry
tluplex, exeept that it has a circular
instend? of a double horizontal wick.
The wantle andd chimmey are fitted on
w gallery, which can be lifted by u
serew, exposing the wick, which is
lighted in the onlinary way. he
lifter is then lowered, and the fanes,
from being an iluminant, bhecome n
perfect attmospherie Hrme, causinge the
mnntle 1o becotne Lrilliantly  ineun-
descent. The burner gives o fifty
camtle-power ligrht, with, it is smicd, n
riving of two-thirds in the conxump-
tion of vil.

In matters of male tailoring (snys

Tahle Talk') London now nn
ey prives the lnw ta oll the o

world. Did you ever hear of an Eng-
lishmun who desired ta pass for a
wrell-dresred man going over to 'aris
to et himselt fitted out? If there in
one thing more than another which an
Englishitnun desires to avoid it is to
leok like a foreipner in his dress;
while, on the other hand, it now
oppears to be the ambition of all the
‘jeunesse doree’ and the “beau monde”
in every capital of Europe to dress
like an Englishman. A yeur or two
ago 1 remember seeing this Anglo-
mania well hit off in & French pic-
torial paper. An exquisite snuutering
ulong the Boulevards was encountered
by one of his friends, who asked in
ntnzement why he had his trousers
turned up, as it wasn't raining. 'No,’
sanl the exquisite, ‘it jsn't mining
here, but, possibly it is in London.

Aceording to the ‘Review Enevelo-
petligue,’ the idea that the huabit of
smoking dates only from the discovery
of America must be nbandencd as a
vulgur error. Clay pipes which had
lwen used as far back as the Gnllo-
Ronun pericdd in Frdnce wers found
in 1834 while exeavating a cemetery
wlonging  to  that epoch. Their
antiquity was doubted until similar
remuins were discovered beneath the
foundations of the palace of Charles
the lnlkl. Subsequently, upwards of
f hundred prehistoric forpes, of a
dirte unterior to the Homnn oceupation
of Hwitzerlund. were brought to light
in the Burmese Jura, and smoking
ppes of iron were found in these. 1n
the prehistoric tombs  of  Hollundd
many similar objects were disclosel,
and n hronze pipe excavated from the
mins of ancient Hoeme bas been pre-
served in the celebrated Campana cal-
lection now in the Lonvre, A Spunish
poem, which is known to have bLeen
camposed In 1276, speaking of one of
the eaptains of the Christinn army,
'wlro Espirol by name, deseribes him
s simoking lavender in order io dis-
ipate the ‘humour of the brain.”  And
a corbel carved in the eleventh century
in the church of Huberville, in Frunve.,
represents the head of a4 man with
what the Irish call a ‘dudeen’ in his
manth. [n the County of Northumber-
lund similar relics are often nlighted
upe in connection with early Roman
remains, and  popular superstition
assunes that they were left there Ly
the fniries, hence they are generully
known as elfin pipes.

Lord Wolseley, accornding to a quaint
chronieler, is extremely superstitions:
indeed, *he hug owned” that while in
Ireluned he had worn out several hot
brims ‘through saluting single maug-
pies’ (single magpies are supposed to
foreshadow  serrow), and that he
woulldl not ‘on any account’ walk nnder
a ladder. He also believes in ghosts,
and can tell 'some exceedingly strunge
stories of regimental spectres.’

The once famons Fat Men's Assoc

tion of America, that attracted to jts
annual meeting large numbers of men
who weighed five hundred poeunds, has
dwindled to a few light-weighta of
fonur hundred pounds or so.
We huve one suggrestion to make to
the Government of India  (savs the
Simln *News'), and thaot is, that should
these complicutions inerense, and still
more troops be required on the frontier
they should ask, say the Muabaraja of
Tatinki, as an experiment, if he wonld
undertuke the task of erushing one of
these  tribes,  Mohmands,  Afridis,
Orukzais, or any other. Give hjm n
free hand, aned let him make his own
arrangements, and we venture to
think that he would spewdily give
them such a lesson as would live in
their memories and keep them uiet
for the nexh twenty vears. The
Hritish Governmwent ix far too gentle
in its treatment of these border
ruftinns, who do not understand i1,
anel it only encourupes themm to rise
agin ntoan eurly dute, A Tittde rosagrh-
s would appeal very forcinly to
thent. Prabably the methods em-
ployed would not commaend themrelves
to Exeter Holl, and as we must take
teeonnt of the cowarnlly fear of both
the Indian mud Tmperial Governments
of this obsolete ol Loy, why the
Government of India might refuse to
atlaw press correspondents to 1w pre-
seht.

Home surprise has bLeen eroated in
Ht. Petersbinmr by the sudden wuy in
which the poblishers of the ‘Hos
ceaned to issue thir paper. Huojdebn-
rotf. the publisher, was thought to e
in inancind ditticolties,  Thix is, how-
tver, B mintake, Elajeletimnenf lafely
veployed oo gwkirtant namel Tdrale-
nuretzky, who sigmed a8 responsible
welitor.  Thix man was nothing hut g
puskice spy. who had olitained the pue

tion to infarne the police of what s

ng on in journalistic and literary
lew, Ilo was juiid for thiz £3500
year.  When Hujdebureft discoversd
the true charmwter of his alitor he
distixsed him, and stopped publica-
Ticrn,

1t is & proverbinl fact that life and
praoperty are well protected in the
Liritish Colonies, and that most dis-
tnnt of British poseessions, the far
Nurth-west of Cunada, is uo exception
to the rule. Ut the shooting and
fightingr, the murndlers which followed
erery new discovery o1 gold in the
Uniteel States, nothing has been heard
in the Klondike district, simply be-
catuse 1 detachment of the mounted
poelive wus on the spot from the be-
ginning, When the Coaundian half-
breeds rebelled under Louis Riel, the
mounted police was ruised to an effec-
tive strength of 1000 men, aned it has
never been reduced. It is truly an
vlite corps, Wherever thess able
horsemen show themselves smungprlers
and Indians vanish. They travel with
the most astenishing eelerity from one
part. of the Dominien to another.
Thex nre not specially well paid, hut
young men of the bhest English and
Canadian families are anxious to join
this  forve, whose duoties are very
varied il exciting. They are orgun-
ise<l like the Irish Constabulary, and
are such picked men that they would
know how to command respeet even
without carbine, sword and revolver.

For some days past (says o London
jmper)y o notor cab has been parnding
the streets of the city, in detiance of
i Aet of Parlinment, being practi-
cially o th rieanl advertisement, On
the roof of the cal ix o lovge trovelling
hashet, sieh ax those nsed by ladies in
theatrieal tonring compunies, bearing
i immense label griving the name of
A play noew rupning at o West. Bt
theatre.  Inxide js seated a coloured
wentleman, attived in all the magrnifi-
vence of un Oriental potentate.
its hraving the police for some da
the nuthorities evidently heing unable
to make up their minds 18 to the legud-
ity of the provesding—the progress of
the cab was xiddenly  arrested  in
Fleet-stroet the other day by a police
constiable, CEtop  demanded  the
oftiver.  ‘Give me your oumber, nome
il adedress ‘What for? returned
the driver, with a glandly innocent
surile. ‘Becatise vou are an advert ise-
ment and not using the cab for legiti-
Mite purposes.” U'm engagsd by the
geleman inside,”  expostulated  the
driver d Umow-driving of him to
s the It of London, inelwiling
of the tirithe ot Temple Bar'  Go an,
eurtly returned the constable, *vou'll
hear more of this”

Mixs Marie Lloyds first cogsgement
was at the Star. Bermondsey, whers
she received the =a of fifteen shil-
lings per week., No iays one huul-
red pounds weekly is not considers|
tor much for her.  She was originally
a teucher,

Sir Mexander 0 Mackenz
pokitions for Mr 1. M. Harrie's play,
founded on “I'he Little Minister! are
an overture, three entriactes, nd some
in 1tal musie, At the start of the
averture there is o snateh of the bag-
pip and  an effeet is made with
clirionets. There is a slight sngpes-
tion of the air of ‘Duacan { v Bach
uf the entrinctes is o dance. The
Little AMinister is the only character
1o whoin Siv Alexander hay given any
Leit-maotif. This pathetic melisdy is
heard in the overture.

A Nehool  of  Beanty has  been
started in New Yark, in whicll lessons
are piven with respect. to the expris-
sion of the face, Aveonding to the
vithons laid down in this rerarkable
aciclemy, laugrhter is a vulgar distor-

tien of the features, awd has n de-
maorilising  effecet, I uextroyvs the
shipe of the moutl, thickens the nos

Nl canses lines ranmd the eyes. Te
are not fo be indolged in nnder aun
provocation.  ‘To ‘smile vigruely” is the
nhject at whicl all students ambitious
af walking steadily in the ways of
beauty shoubd army; while toars shonlil
never e abything less poetical than
Alewdrops in the eyes,”  This seminuey
in s decidedly siprgrestive of new idegs
in the way of looking u purt thae jt
may  upprepcintely be mentioned in
Sgrelned,”

The first instanes on pecomt of o
denth upon the atagos oeeurs in 17345,
wherd an actor moned Wiltinn Ban,
wha hid insneeessfully attemptoed to
et | fricnl ron Hill'® transiation
of Veltaire's ire’ neted ac Covent
tinred or Drury bLane, gave o private
poerfornnee in oo rt-room. e
played the purt of Lusipnnn, nfter-
warde enactsl Iy Gorerick and ey,




