Sat., Dec, 11, 1897.

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.

981

only aliens to this country, and when
they have fleeced it they will leave it.
‘I'ne long-promised banking legisla-
tion was brought down yesterday by
the I'remier and read a first time to
an attentive House and gulleriea.
Time for ita consideration was pro-
miscd before the second reading.
{ireat jndignation prevaila among
members at the propased continuation
of the gession after Christmas, the
general opinion being that the Yre-
mier's threat will come to nought, but
if a0 members will have Lo establish a
record in dispoeing of the business on
the onder paper; and even then many
of the Bills will bave to be sacrificed.

—c—=and Prama.
 —

Mizs Large and Mr Manghan Barnett
ve & very successful concert at the
%‘T:entre Roval, Napier, on Thuruay night,
when the foriner made her lirst appearance
in Napier since her return from her recent
visit to Ewrland, where she has been study-
ing. There was a large awdience, and
Miss Large created a favourable inlk}rmiun
by her lirst sony, * Anzels Guan] Thee,’ a
setting of Godand’s. Those which fol-
lowed were atill wore snecessful, * 1l
Think of Thee’ (Tramezzanij, * Luocia’
(LuzAd), '‘Damen’ {Strang), *The Swallows’
{(Uowen), which were mot enthu-iastically
received.  Instruniental solos were forth-
coming from Mr Harnett, who mave the
* Barcarola ’ (Tsebaikowski), * Minuetto’
{Schubert), the * Prelude” and * Polonaize ’
of Chopin, the Rulinstein * KRomance’
and *Polka,” as well as several otliers
which were all played in excellent style.
The concerts given at the Working
Men’s Uluh, Napier, retain their popa-
larity, to jwlge from the crowded audience
on Tuewlay nixht, when the programme
was as follows: - Uverture, ‘La Cou-
ronne d'Or’ (Herman), Clnl Orchestra ;
song, ‘For One Night Only,” Mr H.
Andrews ; plee, “The Red Cross Knight,”
W.M.C. Glee Club; instrumental trio,
{a} *Hoseleaves Waltz' (b) *Serenade,’
Messrz Fraser, M'Farlane and Wilkie :
recitativa, *The [evel Cromsing,” Mr T.
Parker: sung, * Monte Carlo,” Mr E. H.
Rivketts ; glee, * The Patriot,” tifee "lul ;
serenade, ©Stars of the Night ' (Balfouri,
orchestra; glee {a) ‘Vintage Song’ ()
* Banish, (M1 Maiden,” Glee €Club; =ong,
*The Bhowman,” Mr W. PFlowman:
enphoniuin sole, *Bessonian Polka,” Mr
. Tremaine; sony lin character), ‘A
Hard-Working Snol,” Mr W. Reading;
mandeline and guitar duet (&) * I} Pes-
catore Ignoble’ (* Lucretia Bonga ™), (b,
* La Sympathie,” valse, Messms Fraser and

M Farlane ; song, ¢ Nothing” Mr H.
Andrews.  The waccompaniments were

played Ly Mr C. P. Clarke.

A sucveessful concert was given on Wed
nesday, December Ist, by the Mariat
Bruthers, Napier. It was organised by
Mr T. Duruey, the Hecretary, and the
Rev. Father Grogan presuled.  The nmsic
consiated chiefly of sonyus, piane duets, and
solos : Trio, * Martha,” Misses Condon, Mur-
nane, Barry jencored) ; vielin solo, Master
J. Shanahan ; «duet, ‘ Comrades o Arms,”
Messrs Muligan and Allen ; sony, * Let Me
Dream Again,’” Mrs Dodd mareh, ¢ Re-
member 5t. Patrick's Day. Mr P. Hay;
duet, * Chilperic,” Misses Ntuart: recita-
tion, * The Y mamz Orator,” Master Downey
hornpipe, Me Fisher i cornet solo, * Home,
Sweet Home, Mr T. B. M'Cannel ;
Mpw Halpin ; souy, * Rocked in the Crivlle
of the Decp,” Mr Maney ; duet, * Taran-
telle,” Mizses Idolbel and Murnane; vocal
duet, Messrs Haskivitle ad Dolbel
<Dinah,” Mm Yates; =ong, -8
Above,” Mr H. Bear; recitution
Gamblers Wife,” Miss Woltt'; son
Blind Girl to Her Harp,” Mi=sStunrt ;song,
“It's a Great Rig Shame,” Mr Newhbould ;
sonr, * Only Thia,” Mixs King : recitation,
* The Exile's Keturn,” Muaster J2 Dowaey ;
apnye, * Remcember Me No  More,” Mixs
Cunnor ; song, * T Met Her in the Garden,’
Mr M. Koarl : duet, * The Iriahi Demands,’
Misses Comlon anil Iollwel i recitation,
+The African Chieftan,” Master J. Shana-
han.

Last week the Auckland Orchestral
T nion gave their fourth and last con-
cert of the senson.  The programme
was largely made up of pieces which
have heen performed by the Society at
PTeviola  CcONncerta: but this fact
heightened rather than detracted from
the plenrure given by the entertain-
ment.  For the pieces were those that
hud proved favourites with the audi-
ence on other occasions, and which
they were glad to hear apmin;  while
the performers were nlle to o the

iteme every justice. Every item was
well playest and every item was well
appreciate<. Thanks in & very great
measure to Mr Towsey amd Mous.
de Willimoff, the orchestra did ita
work in masterly style. Svendsen's
‘Rhapsodie Norvegienne,” with which
the concert openedd, is not unfamiliar
to Auvcklanders, but when well ex-
ecuted, as it was on this osceasion, one
never fails to detect new beauties and
surprises in its wildweind Norse music.
Mendelssohn's  Fingal's Cave was
another item in which the instrument-
alists distinguishedl themselves. There
is ahundant seope in this wonderfully
poetic  eomposition  for expressive
playing, The first violins on this
oceasion deserve particular praise for
their work, MacKenzie's ‘Benedictus,’
selections from Verdi's ‘I Trovatore,'
the Novturpe from Germans,s ‘Romeo
and Juliet,’ and Gungl's ‘Hydropaten’
were all well received, but probably
nothing pleased the popular ear more
than Eilenberg’s “The Mill in the
Rlack Forest.” so full of attractive,
breezy musie, which was most spirit-
edly performed. The instrimental
items of the concert were varied LY
voeal contributions from Miss FElla
Farrell and Mr Wilfred Manning. The
former sang Alascheroni’s *Ave Marin.'
with piapo and organ accompaniment
by Messrs A, and C. Towsev. and a
viplin obligato by Mons.de Willimott.
‘The number was deservedly encored.
The iady also sang ‘Chords of Life’
(C. F. Lloyd) with equal success.
‘Leok Back’ (Kex) and *No, My
Courage” (from ‘Maritana’) were both
capitally given by Mr Manning.

All the popular music that is being
whistled in London and New York is
embodied in “The Girlt From Paris’

Olpga Nethersole says the Loundon
theatre-going public is the most
appreciative in the world.

Sarah Bernhardt has changed her
plans, and the Renaissance wiil open
with  Decourcelle’s adaptation of
‘Secret Service,) instead of with M.
Porto Riche's ‘Le Passe,’ and after
this comes ‘Hamlet.' For the time
being Sarah is down at the Fort des
Poulains — the weird old castle that
she has rendered habitabie oo the
most surf-beaten point of the La Belle
Isle en Marmeil. She jis eredited with
studying ‘Hamlet” at midnight, in the
dreary ruins of the fort, only a por-
tion of which has ever been reclaimed
by her from the decay and ruin of
centuries.

Sarcey, the French writer, has de-
cided to combine dramatic criticism
with ostrich-farming, He declares
that to any one who has once eaten
an osirich omelette life becomes an
empty dream if you have not got them
always handy, and he is convinced
that the bird will increase and multi-
ply and lay egps by the dozen in
France. Surcey has decided to ex-
periment  in  rearing ostriches at
Nunterre-—where the rosieres come
from,

Francis Coppee. one of France's most
suceessful dramatists, is a very sick
mnn. To read the articles that he
written since his illness is a sad
task. He apologises in every line for
fear that his pen has Jlost some of
its charm, and he tells you of his ban-
ciiges and the sickening smell of the
drugs that pervades his chamber,

Hull Caine, in certain quarters, ia
getting himself disliked, and on the
part of those whose backs are up it
is urged that in his latest production,
*The Christlun™—novel awd play-—he
has forgotten that, where Chris n
virtues are voncerned, ‘the greatest of
these is charity.” and that he has al-
together ipgnored that part of ‘the
Christian’ duty which in dealing with
onr neighlieurs orders the aveidance
of evil-speaking and slandering. Hia
aceount of *Glory's' goings on while
engaged as a nurse, with a return to
hospital at 3 o'clock in the morning,
is regarded as o crued libel upon a
inkly of yeung lndies who elaim to be
nuot only hanl-warking hut honour-
ahle. CHidiculous and absund,” are the
terms emplovest when Hall Caine's
tleseription of nurses and students s
talked alwout.

It looks very much in Paris as
thongrh there woulldl be n big boom in
historienl plays  this  scason,  The
pepular theatres are going in entirely
for them, anrl the ebier Dumax' ‘La
Jeunesse de Touis XIV)! i8 to be re-
vived at a big house. This waa the
play over which Dunias won his cele-
Drated et of guarantesing to write
a five-uct dminu on nny given subject
in three days,

Verdi is mid te be composing musie
for his own funeral.

MUSIC IN  AUSTRALASIAL

We take the following from the
“‘Auckland Star’ of last week ;—

“The visit to XNew Zealand of Mr
Samuel Aitken, honorary secretary to
.the Associated DBoard of the Hoyal
Acvadenay and Royal College of Musle,
shuuld be of interest to musicians
throughout the colony. Mr Aitken
arrived in Auckland this week, after
an extended risit to Australia, to
arrange for the examinations which
the Assnciated INoard have decided to
bold in New Zaaland. In the course
of a conversation with a “Star” repor-
ter, Mr Aitken explained the object of
his visit, and guve some very interes-
ting particulars in reference to the
important musical bedy bhe represents.

““The Associated Board.” said Mr
Aitken, “in extending its examinations
to Australasia has done s0 by the
invitation fromy many professors of
music. who felt that they wanted the
highest grade of examinations that
the United Kingdom could provide.

“*“The RNoard is compaxei of an
equal number of members of the
Royal Acadelny of Music and of the
Royal College of Music. It is presided
over by a Chairman who is & member

of the Royal Acidenay, aml by a
Deputy -Chairman from the Roval
College. Twa leading members of the
Board are Sir A, MceKenzie. AN,

and I¥r. Hubert Parry. Director of the
Loxal Collere of Music.

‘*The work of the Boeaml,” con-
tinued Mr Aitken, “is eminently edu-
cational. The Board has not entered
upon this weork for purposes of profit,
but simply to advance the cause of
urt in the United Kingdom
and in Greater Britain. Its ouject in

extendling the examinations to the
colonies s that it may wunify the
i syvstem  of examinations

which it has been pursuing for many
years past in the United Kingdom. and
that it may give the colonies a pre-

visely similar examination in every
respect to those held in  Great
Britain,'

‘The syllubus of the Associated

Board is prepared by specialists in
every department, who have devoted
their lives to the study and teaching
of their particular instrument. The
Board's list of examiners contains the
names of every professor of music
who has made his mark in the TTnited

Kingdom. When it ia stated that they
inelude Sir A. McKenzie, Sir W,
Parrett,  8ir Arthur Sulbivan. T,

Hubert Parry, Signor Randegger, &ir
G. Grove, Sir Fredk. Bridge, Mr
Reringer, and Dr, Ebenezer Prout. it
will be seen that the eream of musical
ability in the United Kinpgdom isx
inciuded in the list of examiners and
in the members of the Associated
Board.

‘In holding these examinations in
Australasia this year the oard had
nothing to guide it except the exami-
nations which it had held in Cape
Colony for the last five or six yvears.
and consequently it framed a =vilabus
for this year (1897) on the standard
of the Cape examinations. The hon-
arary secretary and the TRoard's
examiner (Mr €. Lee Willinms) are
very glad to find, anid very pleased to
acknowledge, that the attainments in
musical education in Australia are far
in advance of the standard in Cape
Calony. They found, therefore, that
the syllabus which has been prepared
for Aunstralasia is not so high as it
might have been. Next vear. how-
ever. anid thenceforward, the syllabua
will be preeisely the same as those
helidd in the United Kimgplom., A
glanee at the =sxyliahus which hias heen
prepared for 1593 will show that the
exantinations are of a higher grurlde
than this year. and farther that in
place of two examinations. as this
year, there will be next year no less
than five distinct grdes—two Io
centre aul two school examinati
aml one elementary school examina-
tion. In addition to this lntter there
will e a peneral school ¢ nipation
aml a singing-class examination. It

is hoped that theme will comprise
everythinmg which sn exsmining body
newd joterest iteell in up to the point
of leaving vandidates with B university
of music at which to complete their
muskival education and give themy a
nusival degree.

““Fhe U'rince of Wales,” =suid Mr
Aitken, “hus tuhen a deep interest in
our work. MHe is our L'resident and
presides regularly at the annoul meet-
ings.” Mr Aitken has lefters from
the l'rince to the chancvellors of alt
cvolonial universities, and letters to the
Governors from Mr Chamberlain, the
Colonint Seertary. It iz hoped that
by wnifying their avatets of examina-
tion  throughout the Empire. the
Haard will be forging another link in
the chain of federation.

“The exuminer this vear is Mr C,
Lee Williams, a distinguished musi-
cinn, and a man of very large and
wl experienve. Mr Willinms 1s a
tinguishet all-round man and has

given  the greatest satisfaction an
exaniiner thronghout Australia by

his ability and impartiality.

“**fhe harmony examinations have
already been held in An and,” con-
cluded the hon. secretary, “mul the
practical exam tions will be held
here about the end of next week, or
the beginning of the following week.
AvcondingT to present arranpements,
the exuminer w arrive lhere from
Syiney on December 4th, and from
Auchland will procecd to Welllngton
and thence throngh the South Lsland.
From there he proceeds to Vancouver
on his way back to Londoun.

‘I'rofessor Carl Schmitt, the honor-
representative of the Boarnd for
New Zealnmd, has rdevoted eonsidernble
time and trouble to the work of the
Hoard, and he will he happy to answer
puestion regnrding the Board's
atians,  His appointment has
r ved the sanction of the Prince of
Wales,'

r Wilkon Harrett. the eminent
English aetor, passed through Auck-
land on Wednesdny by the inwurd
mitil on his way to Australia. He
wak avcompinied by his leading lady,
Miss Maud Jetfreys nne her hrother,
Mr Norman Jeffreys. Miss Jeffreyvs
has certainly had an experience that
should be warth *featuring,” as the
players teru it. Born in Arhansas,
~he went to Englind to be edu ed
for the stagre. Neturnig to Amerien,
withaut friends or inHuenece, <he oal-
1edd ane day on Wilsen Barrett, on the
mere chanee that he might want to
engupge her.  She has not plaved in
her own country sinee her engagement
but her name ranks high in the list
aof favourite leading women in Lom-
don, where as the hervine, Mersin,
in "The Sipn of the Uross! she sharad
in Mr Dnrrett's prolonged sueee Ar
Barrett has impersonated Marcus Su-
perbus in that suevessful play meore
than 30 fime:

Messrs Williamson anedl Muosgrove's
company that | ween pliving “The
Frisoner of Zenda” " A Rayal Divoree,”
an “The Sipm of the Crosk’ with sach
marked suceess in Austmalin opens its
New Zealanil season on Boxing Nipht
in the I ek Pheatre, I'nedin.
The vempany will work north, being
dne in Christechurch on the 12th Janu-
ary.

It iz one of the whims of fuxhion

Just now to wear an nmnense gald
vrouss, suspemled about the neck by
o vin or ribbon, This is by no

s conzidered a plece of full-adress
i for it is worn with
= of cvastumes,
lor hat.,  Some-
[ver, =emetimes
anl sionully Bt s
but 1he plain gall cross is
its bednge most simple wml
The cross hamers midway
thraat and bLelt, for the parl
whno up in sueh matters knows
that it isalistinetly bad B todangle
her cross tes low or tie it ubout her
neck too closely.
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