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A EING OF PICKPOCKETA.

Fred, the king of Puropean plck-
pockets, who recently died, as & king
curely deserves an obituary notice.
Al the start a grave difficulty con-
fronta na. Thousands in every
pean capital kaew ired, but no one
screma to have known aught az to his
parentage or as to the eventa of his
carlier vears. He was known simply
an 'Fred,” and no one ever thought of
guestioning him s to his antecedents.
An ordinary pickpocket may have to
undergo many a erucial croas exami-
upation ; s king of pickpockets is
rarely subjected to smch an ordeal
Fred first appeared in Paris early in
the eighties, and in a short time he
wazx one of the moat comspicuous
figures on the race courses and at all
other tashionable pleasute resorta
near the capital. He was considered
an expert judge ol horses, and he
thought nothing of betting 500 louia
d'or on a single race, His adrice wan
eagerly sought by racegoers, and his
nips' were regarded as of conrider-
able value. As a rule, he was success-
ful in betting, and after a good day
he squandered his money like a lord,
An elegant gentleman he seemed,
and no one had the slightest suspicion
that he was a thief. Tall, dark aod
slim. with black eves, and a carefully
trimmed moustache, he looked every
inch the idle, wealthy man about
town. He dressed in the latest fash-
jon, with a gardenia in his buttonhbole,
and he invariably wore spotless pearl
grey gloves. These gloves never left
him, not evem when he thruss his
hands into some omne’s pocket. He
. indeed. the ekill of a pres-
tidigitateur, ‘The pearl grey gloves
did not hinder him in the slightest
degree ; on the contrary, they helped
him. for no one would think eof
making & charge against an elegant
ntleman who habitually wore such
faultless gloves.

Fred's life in Paris was that of a
dandy. His home was in a hotel near
the St. Lazare station, and from 1t
he would issue in the morning and
drive or stroll slowly to the station.
There. he would mingle with the
ecrowd after the train had come in,
and in hine cases out of ten he
managed to pilfer two or three well-
filled pocketbooks from the passen-
gers. With these he would return to
his hotel, and them, after caretully
attiring himself, he would spend the
rest of the forencon in visiting his
friends. among whom were some of
the best known men and women in
Paris. The afterncon would be spent
at the racecourse, and there this fine
dandy obtained his best plander,
bardiy a day passing that he did not
relieve some one of his purse. In the
evening he usoally went to some
theatre or cafe chantant, and after
the performance his rule was to in-
vite s few friends of bott;lseies ltoe(.l
chaw ne supper. Royally he liv
whileP:%gs reiglfpﬁsted. His evil days
began during the Exposition of 1389
1t happened that Storr, one of the
richest jockeys in England, went to
Paris to Tide o race, and he took with
him a small bag. containing nothing
but a change of clothing and his
jockey cap. Fred saw this bag and.
assuming that it contained some of
the jockex’s bank notes, he appropri-
mtrdd i, Storr made a great fuss over
hisz loss, and the detectives, who had
bern suspecting Fred for some time.
seriously thought of arresting him.
Fred, howeier. anticipated them.
Hefore the race began Storr received
trom an unknown hand his chenshea
bag. underclothes. cap and all

vome weeks later Fred fell, for the

first time. inte the hands of the
police. It waz at the Vincennes race
track. He had stolen a Jarge sum of

money from an officer, and. unfortu-
nately for him. » lady had seeu the
theft. Fred koew that her eyen were
upon him a8 be thrust his hand into
the ofhcer’s ket, and. hoping to
save himself, he stepped up to the
ofMcer. and, banding him his purse,
uaild, most politely :-—---ilere. »ir. you
have lost some mones.” The officer
stammpered hin thanks, but the ladr
ruisext @an  alarm, and Fred was
arresterdd aml taken off to jail. For
thisn offenice he wag rentenced 1o two
veurs'  imprisonment,  This  clored
hizs career in IParia, and for the next
few years he confined hin operations
te Nice. Monte (arlo, and other
fashionable pleasure reworts. He con-
tinued to pick pocketn an of oid. and
he wna aevern! times arrested and
imprixoned.  Finalty he left France
and mitted down ju London. There,
the story gues, be once voblLed the
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Prined of ‘Walea, the incident orcewrt

ring &t FEpeom - while His Eoyal
Highnesa was intently watching =a
race. The story may not be true, but
it is certainly characteristiec of Fred's
sang froid and skill. ¥e are also
told that he tried te rob the late
Baron Hirseh on one of the English
racecourses, but that the Baron, who
had known him in Paria, whispered,
with & amile, ‘My dear Fred, you have
vomde too late. I have just lost all
my money on the favonrite. 1 was
sure it would win, whereax it came ia
last. Come some oibher day—before
the race begina' “‘All right,” replied

. Fred, coolly, lifting his hat with all

his old time politeness and again
mingling with the crowd. Fred's
last days were very mournful, and he
was poverty-stricken when death came
10 him at last in & miserable London
garret. The joyous days of hia early
manhaod, when he lived lLike a kiog
Parin, were ever present to him, and
to the last he never forgot that he
had once been the boon companion of

. geatlemen and ladies.
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ROYALTIES WITHOUT
THROXNES.

In a recent issue we gave an sescant of &

few royalties without thrones, taken from
“Lea is en Exil,” by the well-known
French romancer, Al Dandet. We
now pive farther extracta from the same

. publication.

The pretender of the Spanish crown, Don
Carlar, Thke of Mum
Carlos VIL by his followers, is only a
do kinz. ~ He lives montly in the
edan palace at Venice. He was married
in his first wedlock to the mmeh older and
very ugly M ita, daughter of the
Count (iful(‘%m !;d, who during bis life
was oyl ing . by the Boar-
bonists of France. mzum th{s i
came adazghter, Donna Elvira of Bonrbon,
whose elopment with a painter named
Philip Folchi recently scandalised

all
monarchial Europe Don Carlos took an -
» o

his d wife the besautiful
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Maria Bertha of Roban.
A genuine flower of the exile is the * rpi’
of the French ists, Philippe X11I,

Paria in Twickeoham, England  The be
¢ yaised Cain’ to such an extent and in su
a_traly royal fashion that his father kept
him mostly on move. He served for a
short time in the Angls Indian amuy, then
en; ed im tiger bunting, and finally went
to Paria, where he demanded to be enrolled
in the French army as a private sollier.
He was throwa into prison for a while to
eonl off, and then was expressed hack to his
father. More receotly the young Dake
Philippe of Orleans raised quite a stir by
following Mme Mella
operatic tours.

A queen withont Iand is the old
Marie of Hanovar, nee Princess of Saxe
Altenburg, widow of King Y., and
mother of Duke Apgust of Cumberland,
Duke of Brunswick and Luneburg, who is
married to the Princess Tym of Denmark
and lives in Gmagd, in Anstria

Oune of the jolliest kingw in exile was
Milan of Servia, who abdicated March 6th,
1889, in favour of Ki Alexander I., his
son, who still sticks to his throne.  Milan,
under the titie of Connt of Takowa, of all
the rakes in rakinh Puris led the jolliest
life—while his money lasted. If Dandet
bad not written his hook befere Milan
arrived at Paris one wonld feet tempted to
think that the Servian spendthrift served
a9 model for the King Christian of the
French romancer, who won his crown
aiter he has lost his inst cent. st the
gambling tahle  After Milan had sue-
ceeded in patching np & peace with Yueen
Natalie, his divorced wife, he was mads
again a foll-Helred member of the Servian
royal family by ukase of April 20th, 1894

Here in America we have oar own Yueen
‘Lil’ of Hawsii, whose orcmpation wan
gone when the repablic wan pmelaimed in
Ure inlands four years ago It is within
recent memory how she attempted to make
a counter revolution in 1895, and how she
wan taken pri aml mentenced tn five

¥ imprrwnment and $5,000 fine. Nhe
18 pow in Washington with ber pretiy
niece, Victoria Kaiulani
“:‘mnber e.!.oli;:I queen is Ranavalooa of
A agarcar, who wasr very impolitel
* boanced” by the Freach, and -2 sen{
into exile to the Ialand La Reunion.

Third among the exotic exiles is ex King
Pehanxin of Dalomey, who wans sent to the
Inland ol.}lul:-neriu by the anthorities
of the shird French repuliie, the same
Ialand where once dwelt the mysterivas
*Man With the Irmn Mask,” and in more
recent times Marshal Haraine, be of the
inglorions memory of Metz There the
back potentate dwells, with foor wives, &
went fell of little pickaninnies and & horde
of slaves

, styled King -



