696

THE : NEW . ZEALAND -.GRAPHIC,

Sat., Nov. 20, 1897.

yellow nun's veiling, trimmed with
black lace ; Misa Garland {Cambridge)
looked pretty in white. Amongst the
aundience were Miss Laishley (Auck-
lnnd), in & navy blue serge costume ;
Misxs  Styuk  (Thames), royal blue
tutlor-tmade costuwe ; Miss Anderson,
light lLlouse, dnrk skirt; Mrs K,
Edwuardx, Dinck perge; Mrs Hrun-
skill, Muck ecoat and skirt; Mra
Thorpe, bluck costume, large picture
hut, relieved with bands of orange
velvet, bluek ostrich feathera; Mrs
Farbes, bavy ; Mrs Dastings, shot silk
blouse, hlack skirt ; Mrs Clare, black;
Miss  Wick, pretty tweed costume,
trimmed with shot riltk ; Mre Sullivan,
black serge, trimmed with watered
silk, hat en suite, with black and
white feathers; eto.

DORIS.

FORTUNE-HUNTING IN THE
KLONDYKE
ULS AND DUWNS OF CaMP LIFE.

A Halifax correspoudent whose bro-
ther-in-luw, Mr F. 'rice, hus receu}ly
returned from the Kloodyke dlstrict,
gives (says the ‘Yorkehire Post’) the
inllowing vivid sceount of the gold-
fields, derived frum conversation with
Jaimm:-—

1t i now iwo years since my bro-
thet-in-law, wlo was then in business
in Heatile, Washington, joined a body
of hardy adventurers, many of whom
were giving up good situations in 1he
vity and were setting out to seek their
fortunes in the newly-discovered Ll
Duorado. He has made a fortune sufh-
vient to keep him in comfort for the
rest of his life, irrespective of the
elaim be siill retains on Bonanza
Creck, for which he has refused an
offer of $15.000, in the belief thut it
witl fetech about $50,0u0 next spring.
When the Seattle adventurers started
npon their expedition they had but
little ideir of the perils they were to
undergo. ‘Though the goldfields had
been discovered for some time, very
few save the North American Indians
had penetrated the ice-bound region
which sepurates them fromm civilisut-
ion. They had been warned, it is trie,
that the goldfields were exiremely
difHenlt of access, and that omly the
most hardy aud cpurageous should
venture to seek their fortunes there.
But, like inany of those who are now
engiged in the mad rush after gold,
they paid greater heed to the stories
uof the untold wealth which awaited
those who hud the courage and endur-
ance to brave the perils of the jour-
ney. "To reach their coveted lestina-
tion the party had to pass through
over 2,000 miles of inhospitalile eoun-
try, varrying with them an enermous
stock of goods in the form of mining
implements, provisions, and clothing
—climbing snow-covered hills, shoot-
ing dungersizs rapids in roughly-con.
structed eraft, and encountering in-
numerable hardships which only those
nf exeeptional constitution can hope
to withstand,

After jowmeying to Juneau they
1ok steniner ta Dyea. Then began &
tedious and perilous journey over the
mountaing,  Haeh had to carry an
ontfit weighing from Goulb to R0,
which was hauled over the snow in
wlodjees,  Some were provided with
dogs, But dogs in that region are
searce, Good dogs cost from $:73 to
§200 each; in fuct. any sort of & dog
will feteh from %30 upwuarils.,  Moany
hnd to haul the aledges themselves.
careving n portion of the load o few
miles, and then going hack for the
rest.  PhilFcnlties  even greater were
experienced in making Chileoot T'ass,
where the dangers ure im-reum-ld by
glaciers and Dblinding snow. Urater
Lake, which s frov all the yeur
round. wia then cvossed, aod after
journey of over 300 miles turther the
Py encamped at the hearl of the
tirand Canon,where houts were rough-
lv constructed. 1n these feail erafi
they had ta shoot the most dangerous
ragritls,  They ron many hair-lbreadth
escnpes from being wrecked, but for-
tunately ne mewber of the party wis
1out, though rRome lost their higpgre,
Onee through the eanen, the chiel
dangers were behind them, Tut how
many nf those now florking to !he
Kinndyvke are o perish in aitempting
this perilous journey?

Yven if these danpers be pnased in
anfrty the adventurer har still to ex-
perienee hordships which pone Tt
those whn have worked in the Kinn-
dvke goldfields ennnnt underrtand. My
Brotherdn-Inw worked  two  claims
withnnt caming neross the P_\]wt'h-c'l
fortune, and it was not until after

mure than & year's fruitleas tofl that
he at last ‘struck lucky’ on Bonanza
Ureek. 1t wha here that Ueorge Cor-
muck, the irst white man to reach the
golitelde, et with such extracrdin-
ary sevess. Arriving in August, he
found himsel?! unable to work his
¢laim from the lack of provisions, and
sume delay wuas caused in obtaining a
wupply sutticient for a few weeks. He
theu returned to work, accompanied
by his wife and brother-is-law, and
though unprevided with & proper min-
er's outiit, snd obliged to carry the
gravel dust in a box on their backs for
a distance of 100 feet, the three, work-
ing very intermittently, washed out
$14.200 worth of pold in eight days.

The greatest difficulty has been ex-
perienced in getting labourers. 01d
miners will not work at any price, but
prefer to seek out cleims of their own.
Heveral miners who waorked for about
six weeks received $5,300 each, and
one old miner was paid $12 for three
hours" work. He, however, refused
an offer to continue at that rate of re-
muneration, and went ¢ff in search of
a claim for himeelf. And this is not
to be wondered at,when some prospec-
tors were taking ont gold so quickly
that they filled syrup cans and weigh-
ed the dust with steelyards instead of
gold scaliea. ¥From a drift clsim one
man aione was taking out $1,000 a
day. FEven the mounted police deser-
ted their pogtr and went out in search
of rold.

Camp life in the Klondyke goldflelds
is exceedingly monotonous, and as a
conseqnence there is & pood deal of
gambling snd immorality. In Daw-
gon City some time ago a succersful
minper sold out his claim, imported a
piano, and started a dancing saloon.
There are several gamhling hells, and
many who have amassed a fortune in
the goldfields disgipate it in the city in
drink. gambling, and debanchery, The
gamhling is exceedingly high. The
miners play ‘stud-horse mnoker,” and
pay from $50 upwanris to draw a card.
The use of firearma iz, fortunately,
prohibited by the Rritish Government.
which enforces its laws hy means of
the mounted nolice. Captain  Con-
stantine is at their hend, and he also
acts As maristrate, while Gold Com-
missioner Fawcettt has jurisdiction
over mining disputes.

A great event this summer was the
arrival of the TExcelsior from San
Francisco, the first vessel to push her
wav throupgh the ice to the station.
The Portland, of Seattle, arrived four
days later, and the miners then. for
the first time, Jearned the news of Me-
Kinlex’s election and the resnlt of the
Corbett-Fitzgsimmons prize fipht, the
latter being. in the opinion of many,
the mere important event of the two,
Apart from the girls at the dancing
saloons, there are very few women in
the mining district, Mrs Tom Lippy,
of Seattle, wife of the secretury of the
Y.ALGA, who was umong the party
whivh has just returned to that eity,
was the first white womau to set foot
in the region. She was the only white
woman across the divide, though there
were nine or ten women at Forty
Mile. A woman fn the camp about a
nmile from El Dorade Creek was the
wnly persen of her own sex with whom
Mrs Lippy conversed during her two
yeurs' residence. She, however, man-
uged to bruve the hardships of camp
lite, und returned with %6,000 worth
of gold nuggets thut she bad picked
up on the dumps, apurt from the enop-
mous weaith accumulated by her hus-
band, who hax been the most fortun-
ate of the Seattle adventurers.,

My brother-in-law tells of a very sad
inciidlent in conpeetion with the Klon-
tyke. .\ miner left his wife und child
to go and seek his fortune, After
two years' hurd toil he amassed sufti-
vient gald to keep him and his family
in luxury for the rest of their days.
He founsl on his return that both wife
uruk child had died, lucking the com-
forts which Lis wealth vould have sup-
plird many times over. The preatest
hardehips of camp life are due to the
severity of the climnte, Duting June
wnl JJuly the temperature is such as
to render tent life comfortable. There
is praction)ly ne night, amd the ther-
maometeT is sometintes as hiph oy sl
tlegrees in the shade. The miners
then work nimost incesruntly, wash-
ing ont the necumulated pay-dirt and
storing up their golden harvest. But
once Jnly 1s past there is n sudden
chuange, The merenry rapidly falls to
U mind #ven fo GO degrees below zero.
Work in nitended with the grestest
ditticulty, nnd tent life rendered al-
Tt aneldurnble. .

It in the greatest folly to stteipt
to reach the Kloadyke ut this thoe of
the year. There is unothing to Le

gained by going now, even though the
adventurer should befartunateenough
1o reach hin destination. 1% is impos-
sible to lay too much stress on the im-
portance of taking an abundant aup-
ply of provisione The goldfields are
2,000 milea from St. Michuels, and ths
ditHeultiesa of transportation are in-
numerable, The River Yukon is now
very low, and food Bupplies eannot be
transported. In the winter the streama
are frozen with lmpassable ice. Last
¥ear the camps near Dawdon City
were on the borders of famine. No
miner will be engaged who has not an
ample supply of provisions. If new=
comers were allowed to depend on ob-
taining food supply in the goldfields
they would require & fortune to keep
them, for fAour, the cheapest article of
food to be had, costs $12 per 100ML.
Houses are gtill very few,though there
are about 5000 inhabitants of Dawsan
City. PBuilding plota feich from $5,000
to $10,000, and lumber ias sold at $100
per 1,600 feet. Nobody should po to
the new camp with less than %500 to
$1,000 to support himsel! and ensure
the possibility of retiring in cuse of
asdversity. L .

INCIDENTS OF THREE
CHINAMEN.

BY L.A.B.

Some months ago, in & religions weekly,
I read an article on San Francisco's China-
men and I was rather surprised that snch
an article should be received by a religious
periodieal, for it denounced the Chinamen
and spoke of them as altogether bad, Now,
I want te tell about some Chinamnen that
we think & great deal of and who are good
Akl trusr?'.

We will begin with Gue, We refrain
from giving his full name for Gue has »
good English education and reads, and as
he i& quite modest it might possibly em-
barrass him to see his mame in print. I
should Jike very miuch to show yeu his
antograph for he writes & fnll,” round,

lain  hand that many hoys would
o well to cop f Gue is a Christian
and attends the ME. church, and

when the ladies have a lawn social Gue
furnishes Chinese lanterns, and at Xmas
time he remembers his young friends,
giving them books, »silk  handkerchiefs
and aweetmeats from China. Now that
vur auntie is away for the summer with her
family, Giue and grandpa keep house alone
and have very quiet, pleasant times. Gue
ean cook very nice dinners, and last week
he and grandpa entertuined our presiding
elder and minister. In parting with many
of his Chinese eustoms he still retains his
cue, and although he dresses in citizen's
clothes he wears his long black cue coileil
nnder his hat which, of course, keeps his
hat from fitting nicely.

Gue iy not a very lively Chinaman, but
among our Chinese acquaintances is Hong,
our funny Clinamew. He talks pretty
wood English, in good-natured and jolly.
A lady he once worked for had a little
danghter, who sometimes cried when
things did not go just right. Une day the
little girl was crying and her mamma said,
laughingly :

‘Why are you ulways weeping, weep-

in%l?’

ong heard and remembered. It was
very warm weather and one day, soon
after the weeping episode, the lady went
inte her kitchen and found that™ Hong
had taken off his Chinese blouse and wus
cooking dinner in his undervest.

*Why, Hong, where is your blouse ¥

*Oh, Mrs 8., 1 weep 50 on my body I
have totake him ofl.  Sawoy 7' meaning do
you understand.”

Une day all the fulks were away from
liome except Hong and ~ome very mischiev-
ous hoys. Hong was husy and did not
want to joke and play, for & wonder, and
tinally, when his patience was tried heyowd
endurance, he concluded he would settle
the young fellows, but one of them was
most too tuch for him and those who wit-
nessed tho little scutle econld not refrain
langhing, Hong’s xhines and cue
went Hy in opposite directions, the
shoes at quite & distance aml the ene wonld
have boen toaif it had not heen attached to
the Chinanan's liead.

One evening Hong evoked us » very in-
viting locking dinner, and as he had pre-
pared it \\'ittnut ANY Hunistance, and the
meat course wan entirely new to us, we
were quite delighted with ita appearance.
A lnrire meat piatter wra tilled in the ventre
with & rich, inviting leoking pravy, with
spnares of rown heef ahout four inches in
nize gpd two inclies thick. Al aliout the
elpre of the platior, as & kind of gurpiture,
WHH henperl crelny riee, (::okul Axgnly 3
pood CHinR conk vin pook rice,  We tanted
Huong'e new i< and then we felt like
weeping.  Hul repper, black pepper, white

ppers evervtliing hot and sirony,

‘ Flelm;,r, what alo you eall this '

‘ Giarlic stew,’ be answered,

The garlia was lost sight of in thoss
horrid red peppers that we found hidden
away under the meat.

Once we had & very younp Chinaman for
a few weeks, who knew little of cocking,
but waas so kind and willing we had a great
deal of patience with him. One Saturda
morning we baked s layer cake, wit|
chocolats frosting between layers, and pat
a thiek voating of the frosting on the eg
layer. The next week we were call
away guat as the laat layer of a cake with
alinond custard for filling was taken from
the oven. We told Choe he might put the
oustard between for un,  After awhile wa
came back to see how he had eucceeded,
wnd he bad nsed the eustard sparingly be-
tween the layers and as a frosting for the
outxide of the cake. He explained that we
made the other cake that way. We had to
use that cake for s pudding, as it was en-
cased in custard. Could tell nany such
storiea of our Uldnanten, but will not tire
the * young people’ with my first story of
Chinamen, - :

A recent statistical estimate places the
number of newspapers which are annoally

rinted abt  the enormons fignre of
2,000,000, A mathematician, apparently
with considernble time at his disposal, in
opder to%i\'e a more eomprehensive idea of
thia number, has calcnlated that a surface
of 30,000 syuare kilometers could be
covered with these papers. The paper
alone weighs 781,240 tons. In case one
machine was jorced to print these millions
at the rate of one a second 333 years would
be necesaary. °FPlaced one npon another
the papers would reach to the height of
20,000 meters. Assuming that a person
devotes five minutes aiday to reading his
paper the time used by the entire popula-
tion of the world in reading newspapers
each year amounts to 100,000 years.

.A sea captain has found that the
sails of a ship when tilled with a num-.
ber of small holes bear it along more
rapidly than when they are perfectly
whole. le says that an crdinary sail
cannot receive the full force of the
wind owing to the bulk of stationary
air that fills up the hollow of the con-
Cave CAnvas,

We speak but plain and sober truth
when we say that the competition in
medical practice at the present time
is excessive and ruinous. And this is
true of all ranks in the profession.
In a very brief article like the present
we cannot include all the cireumstan-
ces bearing upon the ecase, and there-
fore, especially as they would convey
no intelligent view of the facts to out-
siders, we do not give statistics. But
what we feel and know iz that the
vast majority of doctors in full prae-
tice have to reckon with a diminishing
instead of an increasing income year
by year; that old mer are steadily el-
bowed out, and, not having been able
t0 save any money at all in early life,
they are often driven to starvation;
whilst young men ¢oming in and en-
deavouring to estublish themselves,
quite justifinbly, in practice against
their older rivals, are cften compelled
to resort to methods whichare nothing
lees than degrading. The following
is & generalisation from 20 years'
practice in London:---Of every six men
who take & house and put up a door-
plate without buying & practice, five
are compelled to leave the house with-
In two years. They leave, with their
little capital expended, and with des-
paiting hearts, to renew the struggle
elsewhere.—*I'he Hospital,'

Tfu Ring Eng, the first Chinese
woman doctor, I8 & great success in
the Flowery Laod. Having studied
and taken the degree of M.D. in the
United States, ufter seven years' hard
work, she is now in charpe of the
Siang-Hu hoepital at Foo-Chow, and
a story is told of & coolie who wheeled
his blind old mother a thousand miles
on g barrow to take her to the woman
doctor. A double operation for catar-
act wae the result, and the old woman
can see a8 well ay ever. Dr. Hu King
Eng ia to be one of the delegates to
the Women's Congress to be held in
London next year. She belongs to the
Christian fnith, her grandfather, a
mandarin of great wealth and power,
having been converted lute in life.

The young Duchess of Marlborongh
sges &plendid enpabilities, and
after breakfast every morning 18 to be
foand for two hours poring over the
accounts of the grent estatae. Not-
withstanding her fmmense wealth, Her
Grace i8 ssid to know the value of
money better than any woman in
society, and though very generous in
many ways, is caretul to a degree in
the expenditure,



