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wedge himself in, and patiently wait
until starvation gave him the fresdum
ef the happy hunting-ground.

E ROMANCE OF THE
ONION.

Undoubtedly, the onion is the oldest
vegetable khown to’ maukinud, The
nutive plaunt, the Allium Cepa, the
purent of all cultivated onivus, iz not
@ notive of this country. Cortez,
when relsting incidents of his bril-
liunt coneguest in Mexico, is reported
by Humboldt to have said that he saw
ouiens in the wmarket pluce of the
nncient Tenochtitlan, and that the
Mexicans called these onions xonacat:.
Hut, careful inguiry shows that the
name xonacatl does not apply to our
cultivated species of allium. In the
seventeenth century ouly one single
ulliumr was reported from Juamaica,
ancd that wus our species. and was in
a garnler with other vegetables from
Eurcope. Acosta, in his “Notural His-
tory of the Indies, says expressly thot
the onivns of PPeru swers brought from
Europe. To Eurtpe, then, we must
go on the track of the first onion, and
any European will say that onions
have always Deen cultivated here,

Shakspere mentioned the onion. In
his *Midsummer Night's lream,” Dot-
tora, the weaver, giving final direc-
tion to Quince, the carpenter, Flute,
the bellows-mender, Snont, the tinker,
and Starveling, the tailor—all humble
fulks, who were about to wpresent a
play before the duke and his party—
after telling them to go home and to
attend to this and the other, says:

‘And, miost dear actors, «at no
ounions, nor garlie. for we are to utter
sweet breath: and 1 do not doubt but
to hear them say it is a sweet com-
edy.’

AVhen Ielenn, at close of the *All's
Weil That Ends Well,” finds at the
same time her hnsband and mother.
the old Lafeu exclaims:

'Mine eyes smell onions;
weep anon.’

I shall

Io the introduction to the ‘Taming
of the Shrew,” the lord sending in-
structions ta his ge to enact the
part of wife to the drunkarl whom
they are to befuol, suys:

‘I3d him rhed tears

Andd if the boy have not o woman's gift,

To riln a ahnwer of communifel tears,

An anion wili do well for such a shift.”

Shell we find our first onion kn Eng-
Land? No; its very name tells us
that it is not a native of Hritain.
Uuion is merely the English way of

pronouncing the French oignon, and
by the Freuch, at some time or other,
the Union bulb wua brought into Eng-
Jund. Clhaucer, writing tive hundred
¥eirs ngo, nwitioned the onion as a
well-known duinestic vepetable.
Another three hundred years tukes us
back to the Nurman Conguest, and 1
think wa muay tuke another two
Thundred and  say that a thousamut
years ngo the onion was making its
way into Engrland. A thousand years
anerps way the history of Enghiud
and leaves o small island, torn with

the strife of ita recent Suxon con-

querurs and  harassed  with  ses
piratex;  an island alinost unknown
te the nations on  the Continent,

Anotiier thousand years atck Hritain
ix an dislad Iyving far away  from
civilisation.
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