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and all of then, the devil’'s own pat-
ent, bndeed, fhe thinks bicyeling
witk ever the most tedious topic of
conversation, It was ulso the most
tesliour form of exervise, sive walk-
ing, hnown to the human raee. 1t
wias but a strange, inpenious com-
poutd of duluess and danger. | wish
shion's neplect could doom the
cle. M counrse, it cannat, The
¢he, long before it became fash-
iun’s foible, hadld all the makinges of a
national institution, aml  Faxhion's
patronage has but speeded  its fri-
wmphal prugress throngh Fogland.
Some things were created hy Fushion
herself, and perished 0 soon as she
wis wenry of them, Others, merely
mlopted by her. are more abiling.
tiolf, for example. as the most per-
feet expression of national stupidity,
hias an assured, upcheckeretd future,
anc croguet, as the one out=<loor mme
at which peaple can cheat. will uever
e in prolonged abe 1ce, and bicy-

eling, as a symptem of  that
locamotomania  prodacsd by the
WSl res of steqan, will en-
dure *till we po buck to the old

coarhes”  The bieyele Is complement-
ary tn the steam engine, tloityr for the
horseless individual what the steam
engrine does for the cemmunity. It
wis s inevitable as it is unlovely.
wndd 1 must put up with
it, Rut, thaugh the hivyele
is  r  serious  fact, atul  though
Demas, with huinped back andd all the
muscles of his face beetled down to
one exprvssion of protesque and ghast-
Iy resolve, will continue to scorch
throurh those clouds of dust which
mercifully  obscure his outlines or
those baths of mud which he wanld
have me share with kim, vet 1 may bhid
a glad farewell to the bicyele as Fush-
ion’s feible. To Fashioh the Licyele
wiks but & new tox, not A necessity.
The dame is rich. and can atford
horses, nnd her horses will be a proud
symbol of her superiority, hereafter
as in the past. Next century. she will
tour eguestrian in the bikish chaos,
and the horses of her harouche will
shy among the serried moto-cars of
the middle class.

Little Goldie Straight, whese father,
A, W, Straight, lives at Hosworth
‘hicagra, is one of the young-
est. cyclists on record. She is three
years ohi, and was two yvears and
nine months old when she learned to
ride. She is 36 inches tall. and with
her pretty baby face framed in golden
curls, dressed in a little excling suit,
uml monnted on the most diminutive
of cyeles, she is generally sorraunded
by an admiring throng whenever she
rides in Chicago™s parks and bouole-
vamls.  Her little hike was made far
her by her father. That is he made
the frume. as he vould not get one
smull enough for her. The frame is
11 inches high, auad the wheels 14 inch-
es in dinmeter, 1t is a
weipghs 12 pounds, It is pai
trinuned with gold. and on the front is
the mnue ‘Lirtle Colour Rearer,” with
u picture of the American flag.

Cyelists will find better treatment at
nds of the lrish railway com-
than of the English.  Sixpence
rry o hicyele in Irelund the
stanee as 27 in England,  For
3 can priactically take your hike
by rail any distance.

In Trance eyvcelists are permitted to
ride on footpaths and way
to pedestrinus  eNeept i
towns  where the road is y pavesd
aned bpassakile. They must go at a
mlerate pace. however, and dismount
if ry. toe allow a pedestrian

1t is one of my rTules, says a lady
evelist, who is a goud longr dlistance
rider, never to cconst! [ would mrher
climli 2 hill than ride down ene. 1
woldom, if ever, dismount in climbing
a Lill, but when 1 once reach the 10
1 always et off and lead my wheel

devn, It depemis somewhat, to e
sure on the grade of the hill, but if
the wheel goes at all fast 1 dismonnt.

My fricmds say that they can always
s e in poing down u hill, hnt that
yvoentch any of them in going vp
the next one. The faet is 1 have o
horeror of my wheel gretting beynmd
my confrel. Many very serious ae-
citlents noe constuntly  ovenrring in
aowav.  The seeret of leng distunee
r. I khould =ay, is not to ride too
A great many riders who start
nn long rons fall ont beenuse

=

ant
they fail to mnintain an even Al
aml wenr themselves out early in the

TUun,

SPORTS AND PASTIMES.

OPENING OF MR J. KIRKERE
PLIVATE GREEN, PONSONBY,

On Saturday last Mr.J. Kirker (who
had conreausly pastponed the open-
ingr of hisx private green until the dis-
trict clnbs had apened for the =eazon}
hud & reunion of his bowling friens
with their wives and daughters. The
invitations were mode as representa-
tive of th> varions claubs as possible,
atnenjr those present being Mr W
Aitken, o veteran bowler of the Auck-
Iand {Gimfton) Bowling (lub in its
witrliest days, and one of its founcers.
There were about one hundred ladies
and gentlemen present.  Afterncon
tea was dispenscd, and a very enjoys
able  aml pleasant  afternoon was
spent. The green was in the Lbest of
comlition and elivited the admirmtion
of the bowlers. Mr Kirker has
sdopted the style of the Glasgow
clubs in having the ‘litehes’ covered
with apen wowden gratings. which
keep the Lowls clean and enahle the
howier, if the prass is damp, to stand
whil® waiting his turn on a dry foot-
ing. Forty men were engaged in the
matehes, playing ten men a-rink. The
following were the results:—

No. 1 Rink—A. lrookes. Cnrrick,
Iihocles, Hooper, Gorrie (skip), 18 v,
Peacock, Dingwall,

Mevers., Court,
Winks (skip), 14

No. 2 Rink.—Foster, Patterson.
1 pton. I, Court. Lambert (skip), 13

v. Furby, Dlomfield. Beatty, Holden,
King=well (skip), 33

XNo. 3 Rink- Ross, Edmiston. Cole-
nman. Haslett, H. W. Drookes (skip),
22 v, Ching, Weolast, Heton, MHardle,
Stewart (skip), 11.

Xo. 4 Rink.—Hudson, Steele, Mac-
kechnie, liussell, Thomson (skip),
14 v. Hoskng, Camphbell, Lawson,
Hart, F. Court (skip), 21.

ORDINARY CLUB MATCHES.
AUCKLAXND (GRAFTOXN) CLUB.
Games were playved on the Auck-

iand Lowling {lub's Green Saturday
afternoon.  The president, vice-presi-
dent, and a considerable number of
netnbhers were absent, having been
invited 1o the opening of Mr Kirker's

private green in Pousonby.
XEWMARKET CLUL.
Very enjoyable games were played
on  Naturday afternocn the green

hwing in splendid order.

MOUXT EDEN CLUB.

A pleasant afternoon was spent at
the Mount Eden Bowling Club Green,
tive rinks being occupried,

FONSONNRY C(CLUB

Five rinks were in full swing, some
clase finishes and goed play being
displayed.

NEMUERA CLUB.

The attendance was small owing ta
other attractions, a number of the
memhers being present at Mr Kirker's
Ereei.

DEVONPORT.

Despite the boisterous weather pre-
vatling b Saturday several inferest-
ing sl enjovalle pames were played
on the above ¢luly's rreen, which wasx
in splemlil]l condition. .\t a meeting
of the cluly twenty-one new members
were elected, and 1t is expected that
Sk very strongr rinks will be pliayed
ilnringr the season,

The deseription of the opening of
the Nelson Lowling Seazon wias con-
veywed, Iy mistake, to the North Shore,
und did not reach this paper until too
late  for insertion last week. The
preen was opened  last Wednesdny
afternoon, but, adus, under rather un-
faveurable cirenmstances as regards
the weather, A heavy northerly gule
wus  blowing, which rendered play
iifticalt, and these leoking on found it
rather coll at first ; but when the
delivious hot ten. with a variety of
cikes weres served by MTe oand Miss
Wipent the puests fotiehow  foryot
to feel cold, hut onee more felt goml
tempered nndd  rendy 1o tharoughly
rnjoy the afterpoon’s anisement.,
Mr W, Hnipgent. the peesident of the
clnb, farmally declared the season
spen, miel o mateh wan then played
hy  teiuns gelected by the prexident
uned  the vice-president, the Jormer
winning hy two pointe.

TENNIS,
The membern of the Hawke'n Bay
Luwn Tennis Club are uat present

prac g nearly every day, as the
tournatent, ladies, and men's handi-
cap dotubles, prizes for which will be
griven by the president (Mr A. J. Cot-
terilt), is to begin amowe time next
werk. Afternoon tea was given last
Suturday by Mrs Carlile, when there
were A pgreat many present, Among
the number being Mesdames Hartley,
Logan, Morris, the Misses Regg, Sut-
ton, Cotterill, Donpehiy, Woed, YWaiy,
Nairn, amd Messrs liarron, Watkiss,
Macfarlane, Brabazon, Dakin, Burke,
ete. On Tuesday, the 9th of Novem-
ber, a match which should prove to
e n most interesting one will be
played hetween representatives of
the XNapier and PPalmerston Tennis
{'lubs on the Xapier courts.

Last Saturday, the Wairau Tennis
Courts were openeddt for the season ancd
the President (Mr McCallum) made a
somewhat lengthy inaugural speech,
which, however. as the wind was very
high. was inaudible to many. There
wias ample compensation immediately
after, however, in the delicious cakes,
sweetmeats and tea provided by Mrs
MeCallum, and dispensed by a band of
brantifuls maidens and their attend-
ant swains, A large number of the
Marlborough Tennis {lub were pre-
sent. who greatly enjoved the after-
noon, as shelter from the disagree-
abile wind was ufforiled by treesonthe
windward side of the eourts. Fortu-
ntely for these who had arranged to
he present at both functions, the
pround where 1he opening of the
cricket took place was not far dis-
tant. There Mrs Orr and a number
of others provided afternoon tea for
the players and their friends, which,
aceording to all acconnts was the
most delicious ever brewed.

The well-kept lawna (~ix} of the Eden
amd Epsow Lawn Tennis Club were opened
for the season last Saturlay. Ap extm
court has been wade since last year, and
two croynet lawns,  This gives ample
space for the Chawpinnship Toutbament,
which is to be played here at Christmas.
The new secretary, Mr J. W. Hall, won
murh kndos by his great attention o
visitors and players. Messrs Marshall and
Brabant are the Tournameunt secretaries.

POLO.

The Hawke's Day PoloClub, assisted
by the members of Wharerangi Club,
held their opening meeting on Satur-
day. (etober 30th, at the Stortford
Luodge Ground, when there were a
fair amonnt of spectators, Some very
good play was shown, but as the
ponies are not yet in very grood train-
ing, it was not of a fast order. The
ground was in splendid conditien, and
the club intend making various im-
prosements this year, so that it may
e still better for the tournament
which is to be held in March., Messrs
J. B Chambers, G. Cooper and E.
Peacock acted as referees.

APROXS AGAIN IN FAVOUR.

Aprong, for B0 many years regarded
as the distinguishing mark of serving
woman, promise to be the rage in the
smatt set in London. The apron of
the future, however, will differ from
that ot the pnast which our grand-
niothers used to wear. In the days
gone by it was A somhbre affaiv of
black silk or alpaca, somietimes set off
by a few dainty tucks or rows of
herring-bone  stitehing and a  little
very fine lace. Now the very cheapest
aprons are made of the finest white
linens and musling and batistes, ancl
are putfed and frilled with lare and
trimmed with ribbons uatil the old
ladies of a hundred years ago would
never dream that they were aprons.
The finest aprons are made of real
luce, andt are well worth passing down
from generation to generation.

An English woman recently erdered
an apron that cost £100. It is made
of Lirussels rose point in an exquisite
floral scroll desigm, amd has a border
of roses. She didn’'t get it to wear
when doing up the kitchen work, but
she dons it when serving afterncon
tea or doing a dainty piece of fancy
work. Some of the lace aprons have
pustoral pictures in whirh figures are
introduced, and are very guaint-look-
ing with their floral borders. Btill
others are embellished with butter-
Hies, birds and blossoms.

Men like aprons, so it is pretiy safe
to sny that the fashion ot wearing
them will soon take hold here. Some
of the shops are already importing
them, and the managers say they will
zo like hot cakes when chafing dish
time comes round again. Nothing
domesticates a woman in appearance
like an apron, and a very frivolous
girl can sfometimes decoy a clever
bachelor with one if she only knows
how to wear it, or at least that is
what some of the clever bachelors
say themselves, There is a great deal
in knowing how 1o wear an apron.
The most costly aprem ever made
was worn by the Duchess of Queens-
Lerry in the last century. Tt was made
entirely of point lace, and was valued
at £ 600,

ESTI M O NTAL

Denniston, Oct. 18th, 1897,
Mk Geo. W. WiLTON,
Chemixt, Wellington.

Dear Srr. Kindly gend me by returmn post
three potsof your Hand Emollient. 1 find it the
VERY HBEST PauraraTioN 1 have ever used.
No lady engaged in domestic ditics should be
withont it. enclose postal note for 3 6d. 10
cover postage.— Mrs A [ WarrexN, Iennis-
ton,

WILTON'S HAND i MOLLIENT
14 also the mast Soothing and Healing Prepara-
tion ebtainable for any abrasion or roughness nf
the Skin. Price 1= Sold by all Chemists, One
Pot will be sent by pust on receipt of 15 in
Stanips,

G. W. WILTUN, CHEMIST,
Adclaide Road and Willis Street, Wellington.

FLUID, POWDER, SOAFS

QF ALL CHEMISTS AND STORES.

Valuable Book.
HHOW TO DISINFESCT,"”
free on application.

The SANITAS Co., Ltd,,
BETHMNAL GREEMN,
WONDO, &,




