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SKIRTS PROHIBITED.

RATIONAL DRESs  PILGRIMAGE
FROM LONDON.

(From the * London Daily Mail.")

Tu-lay thome wlu want to see how the
tatiohal costitiug ApyHears At its best on the
huly bicyelist shnlil look out for the de-
parture feom Lowden of the delepgates to
the conference at Oxfonl of * The Sup-
porters of the Kational Costame.”

The lalien should crente a dazzling
cfteet, for aveonling to & notice wlhich has
1 iwstiedd by the convener of the gather-
e, MreJ. 1L Abnswarth, thiree prices will
: yriven bu the three hadies wenring the
prover] eontien. Who will be the
venturcsome Paris who will undertake to
award the apples to the rational beauties is
not yet known.

Mr Ainsworth has convenel the mather-
iner i the nrmes of o nomlwer of ehilw, in-
clding Lhe Lady Cyelista,” the Laulies'
Rutional Dress, the Ladies” Sunth Weat,
ihe Mowhray Honse, the Vepetarian, the
Western Rulional Diress, Al the Yoroshi.
The Viseonntews Halwrton has consented
to aet na president for the ocension, and,
amony others, the following ladien and
pentlenien iave been invited to attend ;—
Lady Calin Campibell, Laly Handolph
Churehill, Mra Sarab Grand, Lady Rich-
ardson, Lady Henry Somerset, Miss Eva
Maclaren, Miaw J. Ilarri.wn, The Countesa

of Warwick, Lord Coleridgs, Colonel
Haville, Mz W. T. Stead.

[t in compulsory upon all ladies attend-
ing this congress to wear mational drena
Thin is the only rondition which ia made,
nnd it will be enforced rigidly, *Skirta
will not be tolerated muder mny circum-
ntances,” in the declaration in the marching
onlers; and in view of this emphatic pro-
nouncement it in painful to imagine what
might bappen te any =kirta which might
dare to profane the oocasion by appearing
on the mene.

In ernler that there may he no sort of
mistake about the matter, Mr Ainaworth
has written to say that ' skirts will he
entirely forbidien uniler any provocation,
anil the notion that the rider must carry a
sKirt to be put on the mument the hicycle
ix left will receive no tolemtion. {H courne,
it in undemtordl that all the gentlemen
rilern who will attend are ardent sup-
portern and  advocates of the sensible
costume.  If we all do our best we shall
have a gathering worthy of the ovcasion,
ant give the lie to those weak-minded and
mejudiced people who are fond of saying
that rationalints are dying out.'

The Englishwoman las hitherto steadily
Tefused to bifurcate herrelf when she rides
a hicycle, helding, it mnry be suspected,
that & akirt divided apgainst itself cannot
stand serutiny.  Will thia gathering, with
it« prizes for the three most approved cos-
tumen, give the rational cause a new im-
petus? Oxford has been chosen *‘ mainly

because of ita plemaant situatinn on the
river letween London snd Cheltenham, the
two centres of the Forward Movements in
women'a dress in regard to cycling, ' and
wot becanss Oxford ta the * home of lost
cansea.’

A CLEVER CABBY.

The ways of the cabby are past compre-
heneion, and the driver of the liansom in
London is no ditferent from hia brother of
the jinrikishe of Japan.

One of the latest and moat amusing
tales concerning the nuble band of drivera
vomes from & little tisking village in the
north of Scotland. The chopel of thia
queer and sparsely popunlated town de-
pended entirely for ita supply on the
oceanional help of the clergy in neighbour-
ing towns, Jt, Ro happened that upon a
certain very rainy Sunday a new elergy-
man from the town of S—volunteerel to
cunduct services in the little chapel, and in
order to gret there hie engaped a vehicle
which the Englishinan knows asa *fly,” in
which through the pouring rain he was
driven Across the country to the chapel.
Upon lis arrival he found no one at hand,
not even & sexton to toll the bell to summon
the natives, so he took it upon himself ta
pull the rope, leaving the cabby mean-
while putside in the wet. For a long time
nobody arrived, but finally one solitary in-

dividnal did appear, and sat down in a pew
neareat the door.

The clergyman then donned hia anrplice
and began the service. When thin waa
onded e olearved that insamuch as thers
was but one member of the oongregation
he thought it would be well to dispense
with the sermon.

‘Oh no, sir,
sermon.’

When half-way through he expressed
the fear that perhaps he was tiring his
listener, and was much gratified to learn
from his own lipa that such was not the

Pleare go on with the

canre

‘1 should be glad to listen to you for
hourm, sir,’ ke rail, and a0 the sermon mn
on to an hour in length, and finally the
serviee was conclured.

The prescher then expressed a desira to
shake hunds with so flattering an anditer.
And then the trick came out—a trick which
the elergyman’s near-sightedness had pre-
vented him from secing at once.

His listener wns none other than the
driver of the fly, who was all the time
charging hini at 80 n:uch an hour for the
use of hia vehiele !

The minister did not even have the con-
solation of getting even by ordering a col-
lection.

‘Where was Magna Charta signed ?
asked & teacher in a South London
Board School. ‘Please, sir, at the
bottom.’
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