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for the door. She hml to pam close to
where hie stauxl.  He joinesd her at once.

* Whither away, Muw Firth?

' Uh, how oo yon du? [ hadn't seen you.
1 was withering away for my ehaperone.
I can’t strugsle any longrer with Mooprieur
Dulws’s Englich shist with French.

*Wili 1do instead of him and instead of
your chaperone *

* 1 hail harboured thoughts of going.
Inte and hot.  But—’

* Eut you'll harbour them nonore.  That
in kind.” He pave her Lin arm. *Mrs
Firth is enjoying herself immensely. De-
pend upon it.’

¢ I'm here with Mre Hardinge to-night.”
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Hhe nodded her heast in the direction of a
young married woman in yellow satin
talking to threeuen.

Mra Hardinge always enjoys hermelf -
mennrely,’ he said.

' Whern are we going »

*To that seat on the landing for a little
while, and & little air, if yon will

'Yea, [ will”

She had solulued her voice in talking to
Hunter. Asarule it was s shade Loo high
and staccato. Hs obeerved thia; also,
that she niade no more allnrions to depar-
ture. Hut he did not netice the saymptoms
of suppressed Amusement that struggled in
her face as she left the room with him.
‘When he louked at her again, io fact, her
B?'elids were heavily dmoped. She rained
them slowly, with a look of fatijrued prati-
tude, an she leaned back agminst the
cushions on the landing neat.

He heard her nigh.

* This is better, isn't it ¥ he sail

* Much Letter.' She sighed again.

*And what have you been doing since
1 last saw you—at the Richiter ¥ he
asked.

He had last seen her at the Thompsons,
but she let that pasa.

*Oh, 30 much—and so little,’ she said,
world wearily.

This new touch of sadness waa not ** dann
son” type. What did it mean? It made
it a little difticult to talk the nsual trifies,
He knew that she must feel this, too, when
she beyan to ask him abont himself.

©And you ¥ she said. *'What have you
been doing? Tell me something very in-
tereating.’

He took the yuestion seriously, and told
her he had been'in & despondent mood. Bhe
whs vary sympathetic.  She, also, had been
feeling simply suicidal of late. And then
she began to draw him ocut, delicately—to
ask him about his ¢ work’ (he wrote littla
drawing-roomn ** chansonettes ™ now and
then), aboat his ambitions, his travel in
Japan, his singing. She listened atten-
tively to all he said, and he said a good
deal, What gorgzeouseyesshe had ! But,
far above all, what a charming end intelli-
gent mind ! And what hair!

Half an hour flew by. Mm Hardinge
appeared on the landing below. She was
looking for anmehody.

ctOht I must go,” said Mies Firth,
gathering up the fan and the Jace handker-
chief froen her lap. ¢ It must be nearly to-
morrow by now.”

*Don't go yet,” said Hunter. *T hal
eounted on weeing yon here to-night.”

* Had you ? simply.,

¢ 1 cume, really, to take thic apportunity
of hidding you good-by, Miss Firtl.”

‘Good-by | What—2 1 den’t nnder-
utand.' -

‘1 am poing away--sbroad—perlinps to
the East again.’

He saw her tingers tighten on the fan.

' This is very sudden,” she said, in an
altered voice, * For how long?

‘I may be Vack in a few months ora
few years,” he answered, watching her.
She bit her underlip and her eyelids
flickered. - Bhe laughed bitterly.

* Oh, how rrateful you ought to he, you
men! We poor women-— —

Bhe got np hrusquely and her voice
changed again to a forced siaye calns.

‘T am dreadlly tired to-night, Mr
Hunter. I don't know why. I niust ask
you to find Mr< Hardinge. " Say I'm in the
cloak room. 1’11 wait there.’

' And what whall I say to vou ¥

She looked up at him with a little help-

lesn smile.  “1 hardly know. I—no.
Good-night and- goed-ly.’
He raized a detaining liund. She gave

him_ liers. It turaed into an ordinary
handshake ; and Lefore he conld speak she
hail swept arcund once. He was slightly
dazed. .

When he got lLack inte the crowd he
forgot his messnge to Mrs Hardinge until
slie paxaed hinu in & few minutes and said,
*Can you tell ine where Mixs Firth inr

‘O, T had A meswage. Nhe's in the
cloak room.  She wan tired. I wax to tell
vou not to trouhle '

Hait shie went down staimi at once.

* Mres Harilinge™s earringe "

‘The two women entered.

Well," begran M Hardinge, as soon as
the carriage doer was closed, ' you seem
to have & —mured yourself ta-night, yon
namhty.’

¢ Mollie, 've had anch & joke. 1 could
not resiat it. Tlo listen.  You kuuw that
Iately Percy Hunter hins heen puying sort
of half attentions to me *‘entre auntires.”
Hay you kaow,’

“{f conme,’

*And the way he pirks hin stege, and
ahilly-shallier, “amd chiuperones lLinmelf
wenerally in too much for mortsl woman.
1 had to vee if 1 coulln't fool lim into A
littls flutter—ia there 3 man who enn
resint A fow compliments Inid on with dis-
cretion T—amd oli! it was much a glorious
sueeens,  Wlen I think of hic wiliy rnile—
Mullie,”

And nhe laughed until her satin Ledice
croakedl aprain,

* Wall, fou'ns a nive little girl to take

to 8 nice little party,’ aaid Mra Hardinge,

catching the laoghter. ~ *Go on; tell
more."

And Miss Firth gave & full description of
what had taken place on the laniling, with
» realty funny imitation of Hunter's voiee
and manner.

‘His going away gave me such oppror-
tumitice, iou see,) she wound up. ‘The
worst 1s, he may want to go on with this
game.  But, after all, what is easier than
to'
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*Idon’t know wh’ on earth yon den't
take him when you've quite done fooling:
him about. He's good looking, and would
not—'

*Is it likely that I wonld seriously con-
mider that minx? But it's s refrexhing
change to acore off that.sort of man once in
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headed prigs that they are”
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nate for onve, an it happens. Uf course, 1
chuck Iialy.’
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THE RULING PASSION.

The sufferer slowly raised his eyelida.
' Where am 17 he ulzed.

* You were run into liy another hicyclist,”
anawered the attendant.

Later, as he was about to breathe hia
last, he asked in a touching manner,
* What was the nams of hia machine ¥

PLAIN ENOUGH.

Tom : *Cherlie Deadbroke married a
very rich woman, dida't he ¥

Alice : ‘I guess so, I heard the minixter
interpolate something in the service about
the lLoly bunds and mortgages of matri-
mony.’
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