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be whole of France.  In 1884 the number
wan 203,028, and in the tollowiny year
256,084, These figures, says the Minister
of Finance, will be jeft far hehind by the
gnid of the present season.  The popnl{ril
enjoyed by the bicycle may be estima
from the fact that last year the tax on them
‘lmdneed no lesa than 1,272.3391., of which
Paris paid mbont one-tifth of the sam, or
620,016, Une curious feature eatablixdied
l‘jy these statistics in the ose male of

le State pawn-shops by bieyelista as
ptore-hounes during the off seasom
course all the year round num-
Ders are left daily at the four whes
of the Mont de Plete anthorised to receive
bicycles, but as roon as the actual weason
draws to an end there is & regular rush, as
many as forty per diem being taken Asx
they are carefully stored, if the precantion
be taken of well oiling them before they
are turned over to the State, to harm can
pomibly come to them, while as for the
coat, tlzc bicyelist ix a big gainer, a8 for
from 1f. 50c. to 2f. he ean store the bicycle
for four months, whereas it woald cost him
or her 2. at the least to keep it in ondin-
ary storage, without taking into account
the fecliny: of security given by the realisa-
tion that the State is responsible for the
safe keeping of the cherished wheel. if
any proof were waated that it is not
necessity that causes thus rush at the ond
of the season it would be found in the
statement that so far the Mont de Plete
hias only bl one machine left on ita handas,
and even then it was wuch & hopelessly old
fashioned make that it did oot bring in as
ntuch as had Leen lent on it

Views on bicycles of next year's modlel
are numerous. In 1597 the price attracted
more attention than the wheel, but in 1593
the maney gnestion will be snbonfinate.
Cyelists 1ook npon the £20 bicycle as goue.
TKe standand price will be somewhere, we
suppose, between £10 and €15 Chainless
wlieels will surely be prowminent next spring,
promising to put the ¥ chain wheels
completely out of mind. Tubing next year
will be about. the saune as it ia now.  (rears
of hizh, low, and medium size will he
on the market for choice, but during this
season the liking for high geam has
developed preatly, probably as the re-
sult of the yreater strength which practice
has Urought to the average leg. The
radical perius, who is being heard from,
asserts that the 1898 - bicyele will he
opernted by eitlier the arms or leys. Tlus
soumls more cranky than interesting. The
wheel's most vulnerable point, its tyTe, is
being studied and experimented with, with
andent desire {or Ita improvement and
with no little hope. It must he possille to
put into the mbher some element that
wonld lesen it slipping on wet pavements:
andl it sgems abeurd that wheels destined
1o pass over jagyed roads should he left so
pubcturable” A less puncturahle tyre and
a tyre which when inl{awd will remain fuil

indefinitely is greatly needed.  In spite of
the promise of 1888, however, owners of
woud -bicycles needn’t worry. A good

bieycle to-dng will be gowd next year.

A bicycle has just Leen completed in
London which promises to revolutionize
the wheels of the world. The differenca
between this amil the older machines is
that it utilises the entire power furnizhed
by the enyine of prupulsion—the legr of the
rider. For years licycle manufacturen
have sought” some wethod whereby the
waste of wer vould be prevented, and
[says the ' New York Herald'} Gerald
Barker has found it

The change is, of vourse, in the gearing,
Tut it is not = chainless wheel—that sort
which, it is said, will next year he the
king of all wheels If the opinions of
experta are worth anything the new wheel
is the one that will take precedence over
all. There are three reasons why this new
invention claums attention. The Girst is
that it iy far speedier, the secund is that
the propelling power is almost donbled
without increase of exertion, and the third
is that on a meing wheel the compound
erank will be suvh & gnin as it is hard to
imagine.

1t is as<erted that by the use of the com-

und crank o cyelist is enahled 1o use at
I:uat & 40 per vent. higher prearing withunt
increasing the stroke of the pedals or the
pressure on them.

e s ————

The cleaned hat was duly handel to the
right honourable gentleman, and he sent
his {hanks w the woman, who vowed that
the brush which had whisked the * plaur’
from off it shounld never be deliled by being
used for  less noble purpose.

While at the end of 1879, Mr Gladstone
was in the thick of the Mid-Lothian cam-
paign, his hat wan Llown off and whigknl
over & hedge into & newly-ploughed Held.
The headyear waa promptly recovered by a
boy, wha carried it into & cottage l?( the
roadside, when the guide-wife carefully re-
moved the extraneous earth from the nap
with & cluthes brush.

SPORTS AND PASTIMES.

EOWILS.

At the Anckland Bowling Green,
which was opened on Satunlay, there
wag some good pluy on the Upper
Green, the lower one being too wet
Nine rinks aside played a match of
15 heads, the President {(Mr A W,
Thompeon} being in command of the
one mide and the Vice-President (Mr
W. Coleman) of the other. The result
wna & win for the former by 44 points,
the scores being respectively 147 and
103,

The Parnell ground was in
order and & match of one rink a-side
was played, while ten was dispensed
to the players and visitors.

At Ponsonby four games were
played. In No. 1rink Mr T. Watson's
team beat Mr C. Blomfield's (22-18);
in No. 2, Mr Ballantyne's side de-
feated Mr MceDermott’s (24-22) ; in
rink No. 3 the sides were equal; in
No 4, Messrs Hutchison and Somers
reored & win by 19 to 12 over Messrs
Hutchison and S, McDermott.

Some four hundred people were pre-
sent at the opening of the Llemuern
Green on Satuntay. The pince looked
very pretty, and Boffa Rros’ band
acdded to the attractions. The Iresi-
dent (Mr .J. Hardie) welcomed the
visitors and made a few remarks ap-
propriate to the occasion, mentioning
among other things the formation of

a tennis club, with Mr A, Tirown as .

hon. secretary. In the match that

followed, President v. Viee-FPresident, -

(Mr T. Finlayson) the former won by
16 points, the scores being respect-
ively 143 and 127.

The Thorndon, Wellington, Bowling
Club was opened on Saturday by the
president of the club {the Hon. Dr.
{irace), severnl hundred pecple as-
sembling on the Green, a delicious
afterncon tea heing provided by Mes-
dames Grace, Rose and DRarry.

The miny weather has necessitated
the postpouement of many opening
matches. Last Thursday, however,
it cleared up temporarily, and ad-
vautage was takern to celebrate the
opening season of the
CRICKET AND BOWLING SEASOXS.
accordingly. At the Recreation
Ghvound  the opening match  was
plaved, which resulted in the victary
of Mr 5. Rennell's team v. AMr L.
Harren's, the rival teams being hos-
pitably entertained at an afternoon
tea pgiven by Mesdames Rennell,
Halmes and Teed. The ceremonial
apening of the Bowling Club will be

- the

. The Auckland

deferred for about & fortnight, until
the new pavilion is completed, which
will be a great attraction and enable
the wives, sisters and cousius of the
members to assist by their attend-
ance, and eothusinsm to incite the
emulation oY their male admirers. The
Green is just looking lavely now.
The HBluff MHill Bowling Cluh,
Nnpier, opened their season last Nat-
uniay afterncon, when » pleazant
afternoon was spent by the members,
their friends and the viziting bowlers.
Captnin Todd, the president, made
the opening rpeech, thunking the
Luliea for providing sfternonn tea
during the past season. compliment-
ing the ground committee on the ap-
peamance of the Green, and welcoming
the visitors. He then invited the wife
of the hon, secretary to play the first
bowl. and the Green wur declared
open for the season.
are the reores:—

Visitors. Club.
Ko, 1 Rink.
Stubhs Tada
Dean Hindmarsh

nR Crowley
Shirley (skip) 24 Iatford (skip) 17
No. 2 Rink.

Ranner Hansard
Marshall Willinmms
Smith Wilson

Sweetapple (xkip) 23 Bull (skip) 19
No. 3 Rink.

Turntmll

Baxter (skip) 20

ndtman
Sitmpsron (skip) 26

CROQYUET.

The Auckland Croquet Club had a
very pleasant commencement to their
season last Saturday. The lawn is
pleasantly situated in the grounds of
Aucklund Bowling Club.  The
I'resident is Mr W. Ledingham, who
declaredt the ground open for play.
Bowling Club  enter-
tained the croquet lkulier anid their
friends at afterncon tea.

=

. - TENNIS.

The Thorndon, Wellington, Trennis
Club opens its season on the 30th of
this. month, weather permitting.

ACQUATICS,

The Picton Rowing club k
ed the season with a will. They in-
tend to purchase two new boats—
ooe & four-par racer, and the other n
clinker. The entries for ruces to he
rowed on the first November were in
on Saturday, when crews were tlruwn
for pair oar races for two medals pre-
sented to the club.by Mr A. G. Fell,
and a trophy presented by ¥ W. Mills,
of Wellington. In the event of Pic-
ton not bLeing chosen.ans the course

ve start-

The following

for the Championship Regatta, the
licton Club have decided to vote for
Dupedin this year, The Picton boya
are very enthugiastic, and are likely -
if their enthusiasm lasts—to rewder
a guod account of themrelves in thia
year's doings. The Picten Npowhall
Minatrels are going to nssist them
by getting up a popular entertninment
for their benefit, on the 9th Novemlwr,

WHO INVENTED
SPECTACLES?

“Dr. Julinson exprexsanl his wurprive that
the inventor of epectacle~ hud not foand
any biggmpher to celebrate hit achieve-
went. 11 12 known that & monk named
Rivalte, in & sermon preachial at Florenee
in 1305, wuill spectacles Tl Teen koown
about twenty yeart Thix woudl fix the
time of their intexiuction ac 1246 Aecept-
inyg that dake, it ia stilk left in donbt s o
the person whe intmslueet them, The
homour is divided letween two rivals, Spins
and Salvino, who Hourishedulmuat that time
Soane state thal Salvino wi st to make
the diseovery ami turn it to practical use
for hix own mlvantare. He made known
the astowmdinge fact that he conll armest the
decay and restone the original strength and
acnteness of sight even in these whoe were
nearly Mind.  But he was cureful to aveil
arivi even a hint ax ta the means by
which' he coull elect 1his inprovement.
Npina, huowever, disavermt the secret "
proclaimed it to the world. He dal wnt
attempt ta keep the pover he hal -
covered aml use it for his own advant

txc‘lusiwlf: He generously wnule it eon-
mon to all. Even if it e pranted thn

Salvino's dincovery preceded that of N
& few veam in point uf time, it does not 1
the least reduce the latter's clnim to the
wpratitwde of mmnkiml, nor alter the fuet
that the workl---that great portwon, at Tesst,
atflictedd with defective viston —is tlebtal
to Spina for spevtacles,

The famuna <phinx near the pyeunids of
Gizeh was thoremyghly investigatel by 'ro-
texsor Ermnan, who at A nwent mecting of
the BHerlin Academy deliversl a lecture
about it proballe age.  Careful rescarches
show that it conld not have heen built pre-
vious to the sa-callel * Muldle Kingaloz
about 20000 150 Between her front paws
there wase < L
triwe of whic
appenred.  For the Imilifi
work more than twes
ten necessary, even i
euployed all the

An ilen of ehloroforumng plants that
sonmils like a fairy tale comes from Copen-
hagen, A scientitic Dane A that a
sleeping plant exposed for some tine o the
fuines of eliloroform or ether is ronsed inta
ivity, the effert of the nmesthetic on
the plant being the reverse of what it is on
an anial.

of the rulossal
s st loove
0 men haul leen
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WINNERS (0F THE NEW ZEALAND CIALLENG

BAUK HOW. A, HrENDERNON

MIDDLE HUAW.—D. SHARPE (Swifta), P (;llj.'r‘-il"llt (Nn

RUAHINE

{Referve).

- g

FOHITBALL  (ARSOCTATION)

C. MATTHEWS (Swifts), F. NosuTer (Feilding), H.

J. R, ORroRD (Wanganui College).

BaxxisTeR {Wanmani Collepe).

N

-

TEAM.

SHIELD, Ly,

STowE (Wanganui College),

pier), E. W, ANnkEws (Wangrnni Colleged, F. G, HAWTHORNE [Swiftw),

FRONT ROW.—F. HicaixsoN (Wangamai UCollege), Fo K Simeox (Wangaini Uollege).



