
month it yielded some trifling diamond,
just enough to keep them from abandoning
the wretched speculation, but neverenough
to yield a sum that would enable them to

cry quits and supply themselves for some

other venture.

When the month ended the usual miser,
able find turned up and found its way to
the Diamond Kooper down the street, just
in time to provide the means of struggling
on. It was particularly painful to the
manager to have to pass a fair proportion
of the finds' value over to that strictly
business like wood firm, whose representa-
tive insisted oneash in advance of delivery.

During the previous week the diggers
had not bought mneh wood, because their
boys had absconded in such numbers that
few were left tosupply with fuel.

Why were the boys running away more

frequently than usual* The doctor es-

pecially pondered this problem, but he was

too inexperienced to hit upon the true
reason just yet. The head boy’s story that
the absconders were homesick did not ap-
pear to be good enough. Certainly the
Kaffirs were better fed and warmed at the
mines than they were likely to be at home.
It did not oeeur to the doctor that they
might make home more comfortable with
the proceeds of stolen diamonds.

One fine day about this time a visiting
waggon-train from beyond the Transvaal
brought an unfortunate native into camp.
He had been picked up about four days ofl,
starving and suffering from a bullet wound
in the shoulder. Of this wound he would
give noaccount.

When he found out in which direction
the party was journeying he had fought
hard to get away, half-delirious though he
was. When eventually safely landed in

the hospital hut, the poor wretch sought
the darkest corner, and effaced himself as

much as possible, u though fearful of some

impend ids' Danishment.

In the course of the day the only doctor

on the field—he of the diamond firm-
heard of the wounded Kaffir, and strolled
down to the hospital hut, which waa also
the prison, in front of which many a boy
bad been flogged for not giving up finds to

their masters. Having opened the heavily-
padlocked door, the doctor peered round
for hiepatient.

No sooner did the Kaffir eateh sight of
the visitor than he started up with a howl
of fright, and made a determined rush for
the door, where his weakness brought him
down insensible.

In a moment the doctor, in his strictest
professional capacity, was by the Kaffir’s
side. Before the wounded man had re-

covered Mt conaciousnces, the bullet had

been cut out from close under the skin
of his back. This put the poor wretch in
comparative comfort as he lay on the heap
of sacks which did duty for a bed. There
the doctor left him, and after carefully re-

locking the door went on his way in search
of some medicines which he found would
be required.

Arrived at his tent the doctor put the
bullet on the old packing ease that served
asa commontable. Then he gathered up
what he wanted, and ret outagain for the

hospital or prison hut.

This time the Kaffir did not attempt to

escape, though his terrified aspect showed
that heexpected some awful retribution.

■ Strange!’ thought the doctor. • Per-

haps he expects the usual Boer treatment,
and thinks that we are uncommonly slow
in putting him to torture, or no—perhaps it
is the place that frightens him. If he ever

worked on these claims he must have seen

diamond-stealers flogged outside that door.
Oh. now Iunderstand !’

The doctor peered into the Kaffir’s terri-
fied face.

* Yes, by Jove, Ido know him 1 If he’s

not oneof our runaway boys I’m a Dutch-
man. I suppose he expects me to have him
flogged for desertion.’

As the doctor did not resent the man’s
flight, he addressed all his skill to the
wound. Soon the Kaffir made up his mind
that he was not suspected of the robbery
which had really been the motive of his de-
sertion. He had taken diamonds from the
mine, and sold them. His late employers
were too inexperienced to be aware that a
* boy ’ seldomdecamped without a diamond

smuggled away in some tight knot of his
waist cloth.

* Digger law * forbade the possession of

diamonds to any black man, and cruelly
punished every ascertained infraction of
this rule.

Possibly the Kaffir was affected to re-

morse by the compassion which the doctor
seemed to bestow ; perhaps he was afraid

of being searched, and thought it safer to

yield his booty voluntarily. At any rate

he tore to pieces a hard knot in his skin

girdle, and let fall a noble diamond that
flashed a bright course right across the

dark clay floor of the hut.
In a moment the doctor grasped the

situation, and picked up the sparkling
beauty sostrangely returned to its owners.

Then, feeling rather more inclined to shake
the thief’s hand than give him over to his

floggers, he put him back kindly on the
sacks, and hurried off to share the good
news with his chums.

He found them in solemn conclave,
minutely inspecting some object that they
passed from one to the other.

* What! Got a stone worth looking at

at last?’ cried the doctor, jumping at con-

clusions. * Then luck ischanging with a

rush ! See, here’s a beauty for you ! Let
me see yours!’

Then, in exchange for the gem he gave

them, be received the bullet he had left on

the table.
* Why does this interest you ?’ asked the

doctor, twiddling the bullet.
* So qneer to find it here,’ said Merwyn.
* Oh, I put it on the table,’ said the

doctor, and told them the story.
* Very strange,’ said Merwyn. * The

rifle that fired that bullet isan old friend of
mine. I’d swear to that ammunition any-
where. Bad times made me sell my shoot-
ing gear,and the man who bought the gun
that carries that sort of ball is Thompson
of the wood firm. Bless him for the lucky
shot that brought back that sparkler.’

* If that’s the care, the shot may turn

out more lucky still,’ added the doctor,
after a few moments’ deep thought, * that
is, if you cbaps are not too scrupulous.'

* Ready foranything,* said Merwyn.
* Well, let me have the stone, the bullet

and three days’ leave, and when I return I
shall have something that will put us all in

fair way of getting on the home visiting
lists again.*

* What doyou mean ?’
* Never mind. Let me alone. Work the

stone as capital, and trust to me for a

proper investment.’
The issue was not long in doubt. The

stone was handed over, ana the next morn-

ing the doctor was gone.
A week later any one who pleased might

jump the deserted * sepulchre.* Its owners

bad somehow or other joined the wood-

eutters, and to all appearance deserted
diamond-digging for steady industry.

So eamp affaire rolled on for upwards of
a year, and Kaffirs came and Kaffirs ab-

sconded spasmodically re of old.
At last a day came when the auctioneer

had a grand sale, no less than the entire
plant of the dissolving wood firm. This
was knocked down at a bargain to some

speculative strangers jointly with two of
the retiring firm ; and thenew lot set in to

improve the business if possible.
They did so with a vengeance, for in lees

than four months the entire staff were in

tail with a good chance of being lynched
>y claim-holders from all parte.
In plain words the firm's real

* business ’
had Men discovered. It consisted of way-
laying absconding Kaffirs, and relieving
them of the diamonds they had stolen, in

the certainty that they would not dare to

complain. How many
* boys ’ the knaves

had found it necessary to murder was not
to be ascertained.

The trial wasa singular one. No charge
against the prisoners could be sustained in
law. They had certainly robbed black
thieves of stolen diamonds, but the gems
had never been seen by their true owners.

Hence noneof these could swear to their
property. No Kaffir could be found to ap-

pear against the * wood company.’ There-

fore the rascally * gentlemen ’ laughed defi-
antly at those whoarrested them.

But though they eeeaped from court,
they did not so eaaily gel away from the
vigilance committee organized by the

camp. A handsome eoat of tar and

feathero was given to each rogue, and all
were finally fairly kicked out of the com-

pany of honeat men. But the original set

had long escaped to England, where they
thought they would go scot-free. Fortu-

nately the story waa well circulated there,
and every man concerned ultimately suf-
fered exposure and disgrace.

W. B. Churchward.

Prompt.—‘May I kiss you f ‘No, Mr

Simpson ; I don’t feel well enough ac-

quainted.* (Interesting psuje.) ‘There,
now do you feel well enough acquainted ?’
* Yes, George.’

* I must have been afool when I married.’
said little Tompkyns, glaring fiercely sc

his wife. • Certainly, my dear,’ said Mrs

Tompkyns sweetly. ■lt couldn’t come on

so badly all in two years, could it?’
* There are six necessities, you know, for

a happy marriage.’ * What are they ?’
* First, a good hueband.’ * And the others ?*
* The other five are money.*

EPPS’S COCOA
ENGLISH

BREAKFAST COCOA
Possesses the following

Distinctive Merits

DELICACY OF FLAVOR.
SUPERIORITY IN QUALITY.

GRATEFUL and COMFORTING
to the NERVOUS or DYSPEPTIC.

NUTRITIVE QUALITIES UNRIVALLED

In Quarter- ound Tins only.

Prepared by JAMES EPPS & Co . Ltd..
Hnmmopafhtc Chemists. London,

England

EPPS’S COCOA

fO/ y Th® Hit
..

of the..

> Season....
is made by
Ayer’s Sarsa-

parilla. At this

vjrwQA season, when

11 warm and de-

bilitating days
are with us,

M'ere is notb-

inglike Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla to

I put new life
1 If into the slug-

11 gis h system.

Fl ft! \L It sweepsaway
\> the dullness,

lack of appe-
tite, languid-
ness, and pain,
as a broom

y&XJfc ||ifWre sweeps away
'iZlj, /fV/Sr cobwebs. It

d°es n°t brace

”P‘ builds

'/Lu UP‘ It®benefit

/yislasting. Do

v// you ru n

'il/m'// down? Take

W/X AYER’S
LL_v Sarsaparilla.

PREPARED BY

DR. J. C. AYER* CO.,Lowell, Mau., U. S. A.

Aver'a Milla, Mila 6m« directive.

Specially prepared asa Beautifierof theSkin &.Complexion.
Dr. MACKENZIE'S

CELEBRATED

ARSENICAL TOILET SOAP.
Is prepared with special beautifying ingredients and will produce the most lovely Com

plexion, free from blotch, blemish, coarseness, redness, freckles, or pimples. Deliciously
and expensively perfumed. One Shilling per Tablet. Doctor’s certificatewith each cake,
certifying toits harmlessness, purity, andbeautifying qualities. Beware ofinjurious imita-
tions. Atall Chemists&Stores. MadameAdelina Pattiwrites: “I findDr. Mackenzie's

Arsenical Toilet Soap most excellent ' S. HARVEY, «, Denman Street London Bridge. Eng.

KING’S COLLEGE, AUCKLAND.

“THE TOWER," REMUERA.
Visitor: REV, W. BEATTY. M.A.

Principal : MR GRAHAM BRUCE. B-A., with Honours of the University ofLondon.
Assisted by a Large Staff of Resident University Grad-ates.

Hlist
or successes

FOR THE YEAR

1896-7.

four Boys passed
the Matriculation Ex
amination.

Four Boys passed
the Senior Civil Ser-
vice Examination.

Nire Boys passed
the Junior Civil Ser-
vice Examination,
two of whom gained
the 18th and 38th
places in New Zea-
land on a List, of 298

successful candidates

Special Bus Arrange-
ments for Day Boys-

Prospectus may be
had on application to
the Principal, or from
Messrs Upton and Co.

Queen-street.

SAJUTAS
I FLUID, POWDER; SOAPS, <fcc. J

OF ALL CHEMISTS AND STORES.

Valuable Book,
“MOW TO DISINFCCT,' 1

free on

The
betmnau
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