
A SOUTH AFRICAN CRIME.

* You black rascal, I gave yoa out enough
wood to last you two more days ! You've
been selling it for snuff. If I find you at

such games, the only wood you will get
will be about your back.'

* You lie, boss 1’ replied the gaunt Kaffir,
in a deep, guttural voice. * You lie !' he
repeated, with a smile which showed that
he meant no offence, but simply used the
oneEnglish form of denial that he knew.

This Kaffir was employed as a digger in
one of the South African diamond miner,
where all the native labourers are cal'ed

‘boys.* Besides their wages, they receive

wood for cooking purposes. Now wood ie
very scarce and costly there, henee the
* bosses,’ who are usually * Britishers,* are

apt to suspect the boys of making away
fraudulently with the expensive fire wood.

The man who accused this particular
Kaffir was the managing partner of a firm

of four Englishmen, who supposed them-

selves to be * gentlemen,* and were com-

monly regarded as such by their neighbours
at the diggings. They had come out some

months earlier to seek their fortunes In

diamond-mining, but the sequel proved
them willing to gain money by almost any
means, honest or atrocious, as the case

might be.
Up to this time they had suffered that

pernicious run of luck which is almost
worse than no luck at all. They had put
nearly all their capital in one

‘ hole,* from
which their boys seldom brought them a

diamond till the owners were on the point
of giving up in despair. Encouraged by a

find at last, the Englishmen would put in
more money, only to experience another
long succession of profitless days, followed
at the last moment by a find that induced
them to venture for a month longer.

So * the lock * had gone till nearly their
whole capital had melted away, and they
had come to speak of the * bole' as the

‘sepulchre.* Probably their Kaffirs had
been secreting and stealing the diamonds
asfast as they found them, shrewdly giving
the bosses just enough to keep them in-
vesting their money for the benefit of their
boys.

As the manager continued to accuse and
threaten this particular Kaffir violently,
and as the Kaffir continued to answer

smilingly, * You lie, boss, yon lie !* the
three other partners of this firm of ‘ gentle-
men’ came to the sound of the discussion.

* Get back to your work 1* roared the
managing partner. As the boy ran away
the manager said, petulantly :

* I say, yon fellows ! I wish we hadn’t
arranged to go on with this beggarly
sepulchre for another month. Here’s half
the time gone, and the same old game.

All the eggs in one basket and no luck.
I wish we bad put onr last pile in the
wood-cutting business, as the doctor sug-
gested.’

‘Not too late yet,’ said the doctor, who
was one of the quartette.

* No, why should it be,? Wood cutting
appears to pay those five fellows uncom-

monly well. I'll bet they’re making sixty
pounds a week. I wish some new chums
would come along and buy us out, and let
ns have a turn in the wood trade.’

Within a range of forty miles not a stick
of wood was to be fonnd—nothing but the

bare and scorched veldt, or plain. Hence
fuel had to be transported' from afar with
great labour, and it was in this transporta-
tion that the manager and the doctor wished
to engage. With them the two others did
not agree.

* Oh, bother the wood !' said Merwyn.
* Get the stuff and make it go as far as

possible—that’s all I want to do in the
wood trade.’

* There's more in the wood trade than ap-

pears,’ said the doctor. *We ought to

look into it. I’d like to try it, anyway.’
* What do you mean by there being more

-in it than appears ?’ said Merwyn.
* Well, I’ve thought about that Wood

Supplying Association for a long time. I’ve
never been able to make out clearly what

they really do for their money. My belief
is that wood cutting is not their only occu-

pation.’
‘ Gammon ! Why ?’

‘ Where do they get their diamonds •*

■aid the doctor, laying bis finger to the

side of his nose and looking profound.
‘Do you suppose they have fonnd dig-

gings that they keep to themselves ?’
* I don't know. That’s one possible ex-

planation. But diamonds they certainly
get somewhere. Theywere the first men I
met after I came here. I suppose they
took me for a globe-trotter,as my garments
still bad a twang of Pall Mall. One of
them was anxious to supply me with spec!
men diamonds. Where do they get those
stones ’’

* Buy them for speculation,* said Mer-
wyn.

* No, they do not buy. I’ve inquired.
They never buy a stone on this Kopje. So

I My again. Where do they get the dia-
mond, ? Well, if things don't change for
the better with ns soon, I’ll renew my ac-

quaintance with those wood-dealers, and
give them the chance to choose between
opposition or taking us into partnership.’

With this the conference ended, and the
partner, strolled away to their respective
poets for watching their Kaffir,. A, over-

lookers their duties were principally three :

First, to keep the boys at work ; second,
to prevent the boy, secreting * find, ’ in-
stead of bringing them to the managing
partner; third, to sort the diamonds
brought in.

The wood firm whoee doing, werethus
discussed had been the object of much
speculation before thia. But all attempts
to become familiar with that close society
had failed. The camp continued to wonder
that five men, evidently broken-down
* swells,’ should prefer the steady wood
trade to dipping in the diggers' lucky-bag,
with the chance of a find that would set

them up again in their former style of life.
Many men of the camp had volunteered

to work for the firm, and others bad sug-
gested that they would like a trip with the
wood contractors ‘just for a change, you
know.’ But not one of them got either
engagement or invitation.

The wood-dealing firm had been at first
an ordinary hunting party, who looked in

at the camp in the course of their wander-
ings. About four months later they re-

appeared withwaggons, and set in at once

to carry out plans which were evidently
carefully prepared.

Day in and day out, after their discussion
about the wood firm, the four diggers
worked at their unresponsive claim,
s’eadily gettingnearer tobankruptcy, and
sturdily postponing its announcement in

hopes of a change of luck. Indeed the
claim was a very provoking one. Every

“ FACTS ARE CHIELS THAT
h WINNA DING,AND DAURNA
1 BE DISPUTED.”—Buras.

TIMES chancre, and with them manners and

tastes. The unimpeachable evidence of
statistics of trade toll us that the people readily
appreciate a Rood and pure article in pr- fer-nca
to a dear and inferior one. This has nover

been so clearly demonstrated as in the records

of the Customhouse.

Tn 1835 Ceylon »>a made its first appearance
in \ew Zealand. That year the tota aunmity
imported from all sources was 4.442.8671b, of
which

China supplied 2.487.6611b. or 60£ per cent.

India supplied 150,6441b, or per cent.

CBYLON supp'ied 4931 b or QQ| percent.

That INSIGNIFICANT LITTLBSHIPMENT O this
colony was so appreciated thatpeople a»ked for
mere—and got it.

K years later (1890) the imports stood
thus

China supplied 976.2401b. or 25J percent.
India suppl*e<l 657.9021b, or 17 per cent,
Ceylon snpp i«d ogg, | 371 b or 93 p.c.

’I he total imports for that year from all

sources were 3,849.1051b.

It was thi< year that. Sura ura Tea was
introduced, ard became u boon and a bßss ng
to humanity. How it has otablisheditself in
the homes of the people may he seen by the
mannerin which it has distancedall rivals, and
materially assisted te drive China teas out of
consumption. In 1896

China surplie 1 58.9111b, or percent.

India supplied 902.6461b. er 28| per eeat.
Ceylon sup. 2 310 41 slboP5lboP 55-1 pc*

No other article ofdomestic consumption can
show anything approach ng ibis.

Suratura Tea h picked and packed inCeylon,
thereby pr- serving its freshness and aroma
until it reaches the consumer— which accounts
for its economy and purity.

Suri’lira Tea is NOT blended with Indiaor
China leas.

NERVE, BLOODS
1

SKirt DISEASES
CURED BY TAKING

HERR RASSMUSSEN’S
(The CelebratedDanish Herbalist)

Alkaline
Verbal Remedies

(Registered)

A PERMANENT CURE FOR NERVE,
SKIN, AND BLOOD DISEASES.
HERR RASSMUSSEN

The Celebrated Danish Herbalist and Gold

Medalist, of ®1 Lambton Quay, Wel-

lington, and 547 Georoe Street,Sydney,
is world-renowned for the

THOUSANDS OF CURES
which have been effected by his Herbal

Remedies, and the

THOUSANDS OF TESTIMONIALS

■peak for themselves as to theimmense virtues

of these Herbal Remedies.

ALFALINE VITALITY PILLS
Are a CertainCure for Weak Nerves,Depressed
Spirits, Debility,and Weakness of the Spine,
Brain, and Nerves. Special Powerful Course,
435.6d.; Ordinary Course, 28s. 6d.; Smaller

Boxes, 12a. and Ba. posted. Send for Free

Pamphlet.

ALFALINE BLOOD PILLS
are unsurpassed as a Blood Purifier and Blood

Tonic, and will eradicate the most obstinate

Blood and Skin Affections. Price, same as

Vitality Pills.

His Alfahne Universal Pills for Female

Complaints, Rheumatic Pills, Asthma and

Cough Pills, Fat Reducing Powders, Varicocele

Powders, Gargle Powders, Flesh Producing
Powders, Worm Cakes, Bath Tablets, Euca-

lyptus Oil and Jujubes, Hair Restorer and

Complexion Beautifier,Liver and Kidney Pills,
and Instant Headache Cure, are all simply
wonderful.

Send for his Free Book, which con-

tainsall particulars and manyuseful hints and

numerous testimonials. AllCorrespondence

Private and Confidential. Write without

delay,and address

HERKIFASSnUSSEN
■ ■ ■ — SI Lamblon Quay

WELLINGTON. N.Z.

Health and Strength
RESTORED

BY THE USE OF

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla
Mrs. M. A. Cumming, of Yarraville

Victoria, Australia, Says:

“About a year ago, I had a severe

attack of Influenza, which left me

very weak, without energy, appe-
tite, or interest in life. Obtaining
little or no relief from doctors, or

from the many remedies recom-

mended to me, I finally tried Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla, and from that time,
began to gain health and strength,
I continued the treatment until

fully recovered, and now have very
great pleasure in telling my friends
of the merits of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla,
and the happy results of its use. I
consider it the best blood-purifier
known.’’

AYER’S
SARSAPARILLA
Sold Medals at the World’s Chief Expositions.

IVtD’Q PH I 2 for Constipation
Al Lrid IILLO and Biliousness.

Sugar-Coated, Mild but Effective

DELICIOUS AND NUTRITIOUS.

BlRD’S
CUSTARD

POWDER
Supplies a Daily Luxury—Dainties in endless variety.

The Choicest Dishes and the Richest Custard.

THE FRUIT SEASON and BIRD’S CUSTARD.
BIRD'S CUSTARD advantageously takes the place of cream with Fresh,

Stewed or TinnedFruits. So rich yetwill notdisagree; enhances theflavour. So
cooling, agreeableand wholesome.

BIRD'S CUSTARD is theonnthingneeded with an Btawed or

TinnedFruita.

NO ECGS! NO TROUBLE! NO RISK I

Storekeepers can obtainsuppliesof Bird’s Custard A Bird’s ConcentratedBtftf Powders,

Bird’s Waking andBird’s Blanc-BangsPowders, from all tbs loading WholesaleHouses.

ROWLANDS’

KALYDOR
The most beautifying. soothing, hsslfng, aafl

rafreshing milk for the skin ever produced; M

removes Freckles, Tan, Sunburn, Rednsas and

Booghnesa, soothes and heals all irritation, and

produces soft, fair, delicate skin and a beautifully
pure and healthy complexion. Warranted harm Isas.

ROWLANDS' MACASSAR OIL
Noorldm, pr«nrr«s asd teuitiflw th. hair.

ROWLANDS’ EUKONIA,
A pure toilet powder In three tints, white, rose and

cream.

Ask Chemists and Stores for Rowlands' articlm

of 20, Hatton Garden, London, and avoid ch«ep,
poisonous imitations.

De. Wallace, the Eminent Specialist
In all Nervous Dissesss, Registered in Eng-
land and the Colonies aa a Physician and

Surgeon,
Caving a reputation second tonone for curing esm-

plaints ofa MB*▼ OUS character, from whatever
canee arising.

Old and obsolete methods discarded; the Now
American remedy for Debility proved absolutely
effective, known only to Dr. Waixack. Cures caam

pronounced hopeless. Thirty years* experience in

Kurope, America, and Australia. My BOOK has
opened theeyes ofnumbers ofboth sexes totheirtrue

condition. A perfectly readable book. Bend Bit

Penny Stamps at once. Write your case freely and
emfldentially.

As ONE POUND usually
suffices, this amount should be enclosed
with first letter. |
Morbid fande> eradicated, and the future made]
bright. Don’t waste valuable time. |

If you suffer from
any, or many

.ofthefollowing I
symptoms, don’tdelayamoment. Write andreceive I
prompt reply :—Depression of spirits, bashfulsees,

Inability to look frankly into the eyes of another,

headache, hair coming out, dim sight, noises in the
head and ears, weak memory, forgetting dates, per-1
sons* names, places, etc., lorn of voice, taste, or smslL I
sunken eyes, pimples on fees, paleness of face and

tips, look oldfor years, stunted in growth, palpitationi
of heart, pain in or under breastbone, shortness of
breath,indigestion, with oppression after food, con-

st i]katiun or irregular bowels, flatulency, gravel,
weaknessor pain across small of back, lorn of muscu-

lar power, gloomy, remorseful, fearful of something
going to happen, disturbed sleep, moaning* talking,
grinding teeth, tearful or wanttolaugh.
I have known instances in which
most of these symptoms were present
In one patient. As a rule a great
many are present- In no ease are

many absent.

DR. WALLACE
91 PITT ST., SYDNEY,

Or, BOX sa, PARK ST. P.O.
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