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NEW BRIDCE OVER WAITARA RIVER AT
TIXORANGI.

OFRNING OF BRTDGE BY THE MINISTER OF FUBLIC
WORKS.

tara, and is bouaded by the river on [in west aide.

The lagd is all in cultivation, and shows & very
fertile soil. Good wide roads have been made, and
well-feaced farms laid ont sod sab-divided joto pad-
docks. The land is somewhat broken, and there is a
hill oo which a block-house was erected during the war,
from whick & commanding view of the coontry is ob-
lained. From the hill lookiog westerly glimpsen of the
winding of Waitara River may be aeen ; in fact, visitora
to the d!atrict always ascend the hill inorder to obtain a
gord view of the settlement, Settlera when retorning
to their homes from New Plymouth have hitherto
had to go by way of the Waitars, so for yesra they
have cherished the idea that a bridge wounld scme
day be bailt, by which the distunce to their farma would
be coneiderasbly shortened. Many years ago the Pro-
vincinl Conncll promised that a bridye should be erected,
but the promise was never carried out. Sioce the pro-
vinces were abolished the settlers have from time to time

TIKORANGI in a district lying sooth-east of Wal-

Lawry, MH. R, Mr W. Symea, M. H.R., Mr EH. Brown,
M. H.R., the Mayor of New Plymoath (Mr ). B. Roy),
Mr J. Strancheon, Chief Surveyor of the Taranakl dis-
trict, M7 G. F. Robloson, Crown Lands Ranger, Colonel
Stapp, Mr R. M. Smith, Mr Horneman, Mr H. Okey,
Chairman of the Tarsnski County Council, besides
several members of the varions other local bodies, and
settlers from ail parts of the diatrlet.

At about 2 o’clock the Minister of Fublic Works, ac-
compavied by the members of his party, went and in-
spected the bridge, after which an sdjonrnment was
made to the boatahed for luncheon, the wanis of the
visitors being well attended by & committee of Indies,
consisting of Mesdasmes Armstrong, Faul, Sarten, Faore-
man, Cole, Jupp, and Enight, smisted by the Misses
Armstrong, Sarten, Foremen and others. A bullock
was io have been roasted for the occasion, but as the
weather was not favourable, the carcase bad been cut ap
into joiots and cooked in the neual way by the settlers,

At about 3 o'clock, the weather having cleared and the
sun coming cut, it was decided to commence the cere-
mony of opening the bridge, and a move was made by
the people in that direction. The Hon. W. Hall-JTones
then addressed the assemblage, in which he congratan-
lated the Tikorangi settlers on mow beiong able to
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appesled tothe general Government, but without success ;
1ill mt last the present Ministry, beibg impressed with
the jastice of the settlers’ petition, and Sunding that the
people were prepated tobuild the approachea themselves,
decided to erect the long-promised bridge over the river,
Several sttempts were made to place a bridge on piers
over the river, but the floods more than once destroyed
the work ; then it was decided to erect 4 suapension
bridge, which work has just beeo accomplished at u cost
of abeat 700, the Land Department undertaking the
supervision of the work.

Thursdsy, July 15th, was Sxed upon a3 the day for
the bridge to be opened, and the Hon, W. Hsll-Jooes,
Minister of Pablic Works, was svkel to perform the cere-
wony. The weather on that day happeoed to be most
usfavourable ; neveriheless, a large Bumber ef people
from all parte of the district made their wey to the wpot
to meaist on such an eventiul ocrasion. The settiera in
the vicipity of the bridge had made preparations fora
picaic on & large scale, but as the wenther interfered
with their project use had to be made of the Tikorangi
BEoating Claob Shed, which was prettily decorated with
ferus and evergreens, mnd in it the loncheon was laid,
Shortly after noon the outside viaitors began to arrive,
amongst whom were the Hon. W. Hall-Jones, Mr F,

get to their homes from New Plymouth withount having to
EO 8 iong way round by way of Waitara. They had got
their long-promised bridge at last, but it had nat been
obtalned without much difthculty, When Mr H, M, Smith
fitat entered Parlinmenot he most energetically sdvo-
cated the settlers' petition, and impressed on the Minis-
try that the Tikorangi bridge was very urgently required,
The Government made enquiries, and finding the acttlers
were prepared to boilt the approaches to the structare,
consented to help those who were ready to help them-
selves, and accordingly voted some £ 300 or £ 400 for the
work. Difficulties were eaconntersd in the course of the
erection of the bridge, so finding one with piers wornld
not anawer, it was finally decided to put s suspension
bridge across the river. The work had been carried ont
by the Lsnd Departwent, and he {Mr Hall Jones) had no
healtation in saying that the design was good and the
workwnanship excellent. Mr Hall-Jounes having referred
in a conplimentary manoer to Mr Levi Sarten, who had
for yesrs used all his efforts to get the river bridged ut
Tikorangl, then amidst great cheering declared the
bridge opened for trafbc.

Mr Sarten then called for three cheers for the Hon.
My Hall-Jones, which was heartily responded to, and
waa folloned by cheers for My Sarten and the ladies who

bad entertaloed the visitors; and Mr E. M, Smith for
his exertions in the matter.

8 1 otber gent} dd d those present, and
after three more cheera for the ladies who had provided
the luncheon, the procecdings terminated and the people
graduoally diapers:d to their homes.

In the evening there was & ball in the Tikorangi Hall,
which was well attended, and settlers kept np the
feativitien of the eventfal day till an early bhoor the fol-
lowing moraing.

‘The bridge over the Wailtara river
at Tikorangi is 210 feet long, the length of apan between
the piers being 200 feet. The width of the bridge in 14
feet, the roadwsy beiog 1f feet. The approsches to the
bridge have been made by the scttlers, who have wolon-
tarily sopplied the labour, Mr H, George was the con-
tractor, and the price (695, the work being carrled ont
to the satisfaction of everyone.

The illnstrations we give were taken by Mr I), E. A,
Jones, of the * New Plymouth Photo Company,” wnder
considerable diwadvantages, owiog to the wet weather,
and w strong wind blowiog st the time. One of the pic-
tares gives an excellient view of the bridge and the
scenery at the back. The other was taken at the time
the Hon. Mr Hall-Jones was declaring the bridge
opened. -
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THE FRENCHMAN AND HIS STUDIES.
FRENCEMAN : ‘Ha, my good friend, I Bave met with
one difficulty, one wvery stroug word, how do you call
h-o-u-g-h

Tuator: " Huff.'

F.: * Tréy bien, huff;
ba

T.: *Oh, no, no; s-n-udomnble f; the fact is, words
etding in o-n-g-b are a little irregolar.’

F.: *‘Ha, ver' good. 'Tis beantiful language.
H-o-u-g-h is huff and ¢ bg-h is coff. I have one very
bad caff, ba P .

T. : 'No, we say kof, not cof.'

K.: ‘Xof, ¢h blen, Haf and keuf, and, purdonnez -
woi, how you call d-o-n-g-h, daff, ha '

T.: *No, not dufl.*

F. :-‘Not duff? ahk! oul; I nnderstand—it is def,
hey

T.: *No! d-ou-g-h spells doe.”

P.:"Doe! It ia very fine; wonderful language, It
is doe; and t-o-u-g-b is toe." -

‘I‘._ Ohb, mo, no; you shonld say tuf.’ -
"P.: 'Taff! And thiog a farmer uses; how yon call
bim, ploug-b, pluf? Ha, yon smile: I see I am
wrong—is it plot ? No, it ia ploe, like doe; it is besuati-
{ul language, ver’ fine ploe

T.: 'Yon are still wrong, my friend. It is plow.’

P. : ' Plow! wonderful language. 1 shall understand
it ver’ soon. Piow, doe, ¥of, and one more r-o-u-g-h,
what you cell General Taylor; rauf and ready ? No,
certainement, it is row and ready '

T.: ‘No; r-o-u-g-h apells mfl,’

P.: "Ruff, ba! L&t me not forget. R-o-ng-h is roff
and b-o-g-g-h is baff, ha ?*

T.: "No; bow.” .

F.: *Ah! 'tis very simple, wonderful languege ; and I
l;_nve?h-d whet youcall e-n-0-u-g-h; ha! Wast you cail

im 2’

and anuff you epell, a-n-o-u-g-h,

MirLioNAIRR E. T. HooLey,

Who is offeriog to bn{ up ull the Frozen Meat Com panies
n Australsais,



