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THE CROWTH OF THE BRITIBH EMPIRE.

Mg J. HOLT SCHOOLING is reaponsible for an article of
remarkable interest, in which the enormonsly rapld
growth of the Queen's realm is strikingly exemplified by
means of picturesque diagrams. Mr Schooling atates
that: Of every Io0 square miles of land in Earope our
share in 3 square miles, itt Anis 10, Africa 19, America
24, Austrslasia 60, and the world ar. * These facts are
certainly remarkable. There are mauy great nations on

the earth besides ours, There are five great Powers in
Europe, to say nothing about those nations who, from
being great in the past, have become small in the

esent—such as Spain sand Holland, whose interest
for the most part, historical or romantic,
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rather theun of practical effect Im the conduct of
the world's affairs. There are io Asin, huge Chias,
Persia, small Japan, Japan the Ragland of the
Kust, the United States in North America, and
hosts of minor natlons on this earth. We bhave named
ten ouly (inclnding the United Kingdem, and excluding
Spain and Holland), and yet the British Empire takesas
its share of land more than one-foorth part of all the
Iaod there is to take. An extraordinary thing to be the
reanlt, primarily, of activities that have come oat of two
smail istands of insignificant size which many years ago
formed a tiny part of the great Plain of Hurope, but
which have since those early days fonnd themselves
placed between the Notth Atlantic Ocenn aud the North
Sea. Raise the bed of the North Sea only s paltry 1oo

yards above its present level, and Great Britain would
again form part of the continent of Rorope. But those
100 yards of salt water have meant to nathe existence of
oor vast Hmpire. Then there is a dingram showing the
comparative sizes of the colonieabelonging to the varions
great empires:—1. From the United kingdom is huogin
colonies, ete.. 93°6 times its own area, 2. ¥rom France
is husg in colonica, etc., 123 times its own area, 3.
From Germauny is bungin colonies, etc., 479 times ity own
mrea. 4. From Rossia is huug in coloaies, etc., 3'6 timea
its own area. 5. From Italy ishungin colonies, ete., 2°%
times its own area, 6. From Anatris-Huangary is hun
in colonies, etc., 0'T times its own ares. The Unit
Kiogdom bas added to the British Empire. during these
60 years only, an area of square miles of the land of the
earth equal to 3t times its own areal This-
meana that, on the average, in every two years
of the Queen’s reign the British Empire has
increased to the extent of the ares of another
United Kingdom. Half-a-United-Eingdom
added per anoum is not bad work. Again,
in every hour of the day or night of the Quneen's
long reigh thore thad seven squere miles of
land have been added to the British Empire,
t.8., one square mile has been added every
elght minutes or s0. 1f we take the welght in
tena of the land added to British territory
duoring the Queen's reign we find that is
weight is about exactly equal to one and a-balf
timea the weight of the moon |

Mt Stead speaks highly of the energy with
which the Queen threw herself into political
work after the death of her hushand. Here,
say:s he, is another supreme instance of the
immense asoperiority of (he new ideas of
womet’s work and women's sphere that have
nowhete found such conspicoouns, such trinm-
phant exemplification ws in the life of the
widowed Queen, If she had been a mers
housewife, a mere wile, a mere mother, the
blow that atapped the Prince Consort's life
might well have broken her heart. Buat, while
housewife, wife, and mother par excellence,
she was more than merely the auncillary of a
man, the bearer of his children, the keeper of
bia hounse. She was a politician, s public-
apirited stateswoman with endless {oterests in
the world other than those that centre rouud
the domestic hearth,

It is said that certain Freoch dames have
carried their passion for sweet smells to the
extreme of injecting a few drops of perfume
into the bleod, regardless of the folly and
dsoger of such & proceeding.
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' LINGRRING LIGHT,' FROM THE PICIURE BY THOS. BALL.



