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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

OUR TERRIBLE ISOLATION.

AS the great Jubilee draws near andthe cable columns

of the newspapers scintillatewith descriptions of

the glories that are to be in connection with it, we find

it harder and harder to keep our thoughts from wander-

ing to the Old Country, and more deeply do we deplore
the impossibility of our bodies following them. Never,
perhaps, did we feel our terrible isolation as we do now

on the eve of these gaieties and festivities, from the en-

joyment of which we are so completely debarred by
thousands of leagues of the melancholy main. There

is quite a Robinson Crusoe feeling creeps over one on

such an occasion, and the fact that we have almost in-

stantaneous information as towhat is passing all over the

world does not make ourcase better, but worse. Crusoe,

you see, had nothing to distract his mind from the affa'rs

of his own little island kingdom. He was not vexed

by cablegrams telling him that some mining company in

which he was interested bad collapsed, or that his wife

had given him up for lost and married again ; he

was not worried by constant reminders of a world

from which he was completely excluded, and so

he got reconciled to his lot. But it is im-

possible for us to settle down to our domestic affairs

when the cable columns are filled with such distracting

news from England. Tantalus never had to put np with

anvthing so exasperating. And what makes it ail the

more difficult to bear with stoical indifference is the fact

that a favoured few of our number are about to enjoy
these delights which are denied us as a whole. How an-

noyed would Crusoe have been if Friday had been able

to take a trip to England while his master was left on

the island with only the society of his dog and parrot.

It is not easy to get up much enthusiasm in our local

celebration of the Jubilee, for the best that we can do will

be outshone a hundred-fold by the mere reflect'on of the

function at Home as it appears in our papers. Besides,

when the luckv New Zealanders who went to the great

celebration return with vivid vocal descriptions of the

wonders they have beheld, what earthly good will there

be in our saying much about our modest celebration ?

THE FAVOURITE FOR THE JUBILEE CUP.

I UNDERSTAND that in political circles throughout

the colonies the great subject of speculation is

which of the Premiers is going to carry off the chief

honours of the Jubilee. Every colony is naturally in-

clined to back its own stable, and in New Zealand the

betting is all in favour of Mr Seddon. But even if I

were not a New Zealander I think I should lay my

monev on the Maorilander. I have a presentiment that

when the numbers go up it will be found that our

colours are leading. Almost from the start he shaped

uncommonly well. After disappearing in the hollow of

the Pacific we caught sight of him taking the United

States at an easy gallop, and now he has cantered into

• the little village ’

as fresh as paint without turn-

ing a hair. To pursue the equine metaphor,
which is far and away the most easily followed

bv an Australasian public, Mr Seddon has done honour

to his owners, his stable, and his trainers. In fact, he

has most agreeably surprised some who only knew him

as a staunch roadster, excellent at pulling a big load up

the Parliamentary hills. That whiff of sea breeze and

the enforced leisure has put new life into him, and be-

fore Jubilee day I expect to see him prancing and

‘ cavorting ’ like a three-year-old of the blood that never

had anything but a racing saddle on his back. It mnst

make the old stagers in the Opposition paddocks a bit

wild to see the way he is carrying on. But I daresay
they will be wilder still before the race is over. But let

us descend from this high metaphorical vein to the

region of common prose. What a picture is that of Mr

Seddon rolling into London town in three Royal car-

riages ! There’s a princely progress for you never to be

forgotten in the annals of this colony ! Here is reward
for all those jeers and jibes he has patiently borne from

an Opposition that knew him not. Oh, if Russell

and Stout and the others could only have seen

him as he entered the metropolis of the world

in one of Majesty’s own carriages—there were

three, but he could only occupy one at a time I I

can discern with my mind's eye his portly form sinking

deep into those royal cushions, which in all probability
were last impressed by a prince of the royal line. Let

us trust, by the way, that the conveyance he rode in was

a little used one. In the ordinaryroyal carriage there

lurks the monarchical aristocratic bacillus ever ready to

attack the unwary commoner who trave’s in it. Of

course the same deadly germ is certainly to be found in

the whole entourage of Majesty, and Mr Seddon is cer-

tain to be in danger of infection on many occasions

during his sojourn in the Old Country. But the risk was

far greater at the outset than it willbe later on when he

has become inured against attack. You see, it was no

small trial for a democratic mortal fresh from democra-
tic associations and surroundings to be plumped into a

royal carriage immediately,or almost immediately, on ar-

rival in theOld Land. This wasa pitfall we did not fore-

see when we allowed him to go Home. Had we foreseen

it we would doubtless have taken precautions. For in-

stance, we might, following on a fine ancient example,

have provided Mr Seddon with an attendant whose duty

it would have been to stand beside him and remind him

at critical moments not that he was mortal, but that he

was Premier of the most democratic spot on earth.

As it is now he has only his own unaided fort tude

and fine democratic health with which to withstand

the germs of monarchy, perhaps tyranny, that may be

floating about in the atmosphere hebreathes dai’y. I hope

sincerely he will come safely through the ordeal. The

thought of the unprotected condition in which we have

exposed him to the temptationsof London—temptations
which the presence of the guard provided by Her

Majesty must increase rather than diminish — suggests an-

other consideration which has been strangely over-

looked. Has there been any provis’on made, I should

like to ask, for obtaining a true and circumstantial ac-

count of the manner in which Mr Seddon bears himself
in London ? He is our representative, and we ought to

know very precisely his goings out and his comings in

while under the direct rays of Majesty. Unless the Op-
position has made some arrangements I fear nothinghas

been done in this matter. Depend on it, however, the

Opposition has provided a special reporter and a photo-
grapher to shadow the Premier, and to record with

pencil and camera all that he does. From these we shall

learn in due time exactly what he said, and how he

looked on the various historical occasions. But for pur-

poses of exactitude, what the people of New Zealand

should have done would have been to procure a phono-
graph and a cinematograph with endlessribbons, and at-

tach these to the Premier’s staff, sothat the entire history
ofhis sojournin other lands couldafterwards be reproduced
in living words and living pictures for the benefit of New

Zealand. Then we would have seen theexact angle of

inclination of Mr Seddon's bow when he knelt before
Her Majesty, and the exact intonation of his voice, and

would have been able to determine whether the one was

too low or the other too deferential for the representa-
tive of a self-governing colony like this. This brilliant
idea never apparently occurred to anyone, and so we

must be content with a comparatively bald account of

this important visit, and conjecture the rest.

A MISUNDERSTOOD REFORMER.

FROM all accounts we in New Zealand have gone

farther than most people towards the concrete

realisation of those delightful ideals of communism in

which, according to the preachings of some socialists
and the implied teachings of most, weary mankind will

at length find true rest and unalloyed happiness. But

even we are still a very long way from the goal. Nay,
in one sense this country is farther, a great deal farther,

from the communistic paradise than it was a century

ago. This was illustrated in what will seem to some a

humorous, but which to my mind is rather a pathetic,
manner the other day in the Auckland Supreme Court.

A young Maori wascharged with stealing a /’io note, the

property of his father-in-law. His defence was simple.

He denied that he had stolen it. explaining *

I simply took

it. According to Maori custom what belonged to Mahi

(the foster father) belonged to me.’ This candid ex-

pression ofthe fine commumistic creed of his forefathers
only moved to smiles a jury nurtured on cast-iron indivi-
dualistic views of life, and cherishing the unchristian

conception of meum and tuum universal in civilised
lands. The young disciple of Robert Owen saw at once

that he was talking to a sceptical generation, and later

on when addressing the juryhe said, * The charge against
me is, to my mind, not one of theft, and I ask you

to look into it and consider it very carefully. I wish

yon to show me favour, and I wish you all health, and

may God protect you.’ The courtesy of his behaviour,
however, prevailed as little over the stolid jury as had

the confession of his simple communistic creed, and he

got the regulation twelve mcnths Nor was the foster
father apparently moved. With aT the virulence ofa re-

negade from the faith of his ancestors he rejoiced in

the downfall of this young socialist who dared to be a

Daniel, and to put into practice the communistic
maxims inherited from theelders. Had Mr Reeves been

Minister of Justice it might not have gone sohardlv with

our friend. The framer of those socia'istic measures,

which are the wonder ofless advanced lauds than these,
would have recognised a kindred spirit beneath that

dusky exterior, and would not have suffered the young

apostle to go to prison. But we have no Mr Reeves with
us now, and reformers like this young man who go very
far in advance of their age are apt to be persecuted.
Has it notbeen so from the beginning of time ? That
eloquent little sermon of the socialist fell on deaf ears—-

ears that did not recognise in it the teachings of a mill-

ennial doctrine.

REVOLUTION AND EVOLUTION.

JUDGE GAUNT, of Melbourne, whose professional
labours have been enormously increased by the ad-

vent of the cycling craze to Australia, recently declared
that there was ample need for a judge special! v trained
in the art of cycling. The number of lawsuits relating
to bicycles and bicyclists has apparently increased of
late to such an extent in Melbourne, and the cases are

getting every day fuller of mechanical technicalities,
not to speak of abstruse mental and social con-

siderations, that the ordinary judge who is not

thoroughly versed in bikeology cannotexpect to compre-
hend or satisfactorily decide the rights and the wrongs
of any matter associated with wheels. Study may teach

a judge the difference between the various parts of a

bicycle so that he does not confound the pedal axle with
the wheel axle, and can calculate without confusion the

gearing of any machine in court. But such knowledge
is but the A B C of the science of cycling, and the man

who thinks when he can talk glibly about them that he

has mastered the subject makes a huge mistake. It is

only after you have yourself learned to ride a wheel that

it dawns upon you that cycling is not a mere mechanical
art, a physical pastime in which it is most pleasant to

indulge. By degrees you begin to realise that it is a

vast science with a philology, a physiology, a psychology,
and a socio’ogy all to itself. The enthusiastic cyclist is
no ordinary type of man. The advent of the wheel is
steadily introducing clear differentiations from the

common homo into the individuals who ride cvcles.
The differentiations of physical form have long since
been noted, and humorists have delighted to trace

to anapparently absurd point—the structural evolution
of the devotees of the wheel. But these differentiations,
although more noticeable because they are external, are

of comparitively little importance compared with the

vital changes which the cycle has brought about in the

minds and souls, in the social and the private lives, in

the hopes, the fears, the aspirations of a great section of
humanity. The Melbourne judge showed by his remark

that he had some glimmering of this, although, not

being a cyclist, he could not be expected to have much.
The perspicacity of the legal mind, however, discerned
what is not apparent to the lay intellect of a non-

cyclist ; namely, that a time is coming when the

needs and aspirations of the wheelmen in the com-

munity will have to be attended to and catered for as a

section of the social organism quite distinct from the

pedestrian, the equestrian, or the class which adopts the

old methods of locomotion. And as a step towards that
the appointment of a judge qualified to administer even-

handed justice in cycling matters as between man and
cyclist, or cyclist and cyclist, is surely an indispensable
advance. Matters are moving in that direction in the

Old Country, where there already exists a Cyclists’ Par-

liamentary and Municipal Association, which hopes in

time to return members to Parliament and to City and

County Councils pledged to support the interests of the

great wheeling fraternity. The cyclist novel is already
anaccomplished fact, and so we believe is the cycling
sermon. In time we shall certainly have a cyclistphilo-
sophy of life, or the world as seen from wheels ; and

needless to say, it will be an optimistic'philosophy.

I GOUT 1
Readers of this paper should
know that to effectually cure W

W Gout the great thing to do is W
w to eliminatethe urates from the [I system, which are the cause I
I of the malady, and nothing I
I does this so effectually as I
I Bishop's Citrate of Lithia, I
I which is strongly recommended I
I by the “ Lancet,” and “ British I
J Medical Journal.” Supplied by I

A all Chemists in two sizes.

I CURED. I

754 THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC. Sat, June 12. 1897.



SWEET LIBERTY.

TT turns out after all that a good deal of work, neither
A merciful nor necessary, is done on the Auckland
goldfields on Sunday. The argument of the mine
owners has been that the work was of a necessary
character, and only on that ground did they seek to

justify it; for even rich syndicates—which in these days
are popularly supposed neither to fear God nor to regard
man—must assume respect for the religious or secular

convictions of the community which safeguard the

Sunday as a day of rest. Nobody likes to run his head
against the dogmas or traditions ofhis tribe. Very often
it is dangerous to do so. and, what is ten times worse, it
is never respectable. One gentleman in Auckland has

had the hardihood to doit, however, in a recent issue of
one of the daily papers. Over the signature of ‘ Liberty '
he writes a long letter on this question of Sunday work,
and as good as tells us that it is all bunkum to enforce
the observance ofSunday as a day of rest. It is not in
obedience to any divine law, for any divine law on the

matter accord'ng to him, specifies the seventh and not

the first day ot the week as the one which is to be the

non-working day of the week; and as for any human

mandate, he would like to know what right any man has

to dictate to another in the matter. ‘ While claiming
liberty to rest themselves,’ says he, • they should concede
to their fellow workmen the sameliberty to work ifthey
so wish.’ All that can possibly be said in favour of
Sunday being kept as a day of rest, according to this

apostle of liberty, is that it is the custom of the country
so to keep it—and that he regards as a very poor reason

indeed. We need not trouble ourselves about the argu-
ment that there is no divine commandment enjoining
that we shall not work on the first day of the week. No

one ever said that there was. But surely the mere letter
of thelaw as written down by Mose? does not include the

only sanction werecognise in ourreligion. The Christian
Sabbath is a fulfilment of the spirit of that law, and

sanctified asnoJewish Sabbath couldbe by certain events

in the earthly life ofHim who taught that the spirit was

everything andthe letter of little account. lamrather sur-

prise 1that ‘ Liberty ’ troublesabout the religious aspect of

the matteratall, because he distinctly tellsus lateron that

every man is to be a law unto himself in such things, so

that really it would be of little consequence whether

there was a divine law or not. Now, with regard to the

view * Liberty ’ takes of the observance of Sunday as a

secular institution. In effect he wants to know what

right any body of men has to lay down the law in such

matters, or rather why the desires and actions of in-

dividuals should be governed by the opinion ofthe com-

munity, or the race for that matter. Such a thing is

sheer tyranny to his mind. His doctrine is briefly that

everyone should be allowed to do as he liked, and that

true and perfect liberty would consist in everyone being
free to follow his own sweet inclinations. I wonder if

this conception of liberty obtains widely in New Zea-

land —the conception that the restraints which the com-

monsenseof the race has put upon individual freedom

are inimical to happiness and progress, and should be

resisted tooth and nail. Why, it is these very restraints

that keep society from flying asunder into a condition of

anarchy and the world rolling back into savagery. It is

pure nonsensefor anyone to suppose that Society can keep
itself together without common beliefs, common faiths,
common prejudices. Common belief someonehas well

said represents the force of gravitation and cohesion, and

when it comes about that tnere is no common belief dis-

integration is not far off. Preserve us from the liberty of

• Liberty,’ which wouldresult in making petty tyrants of

us a'l, letting loose all the passions, and turning order

into chaos. But there is a tendency in democracyin that

direction, for so long as you preach the doctrine that one

man is as good as another you will encourage the indi-

vidual to look upon his opinion asequal to that of any-

one else, and to think that hehas a right to do as he him-

self thinks fit.

THE PROPER WAY.

‘ Anybody can acquire a good memory,’said the teacher

to his class. * if he trains his mind to hang things on

their own pegs, so to speak. For instance, in what year

was Gladstone born ?’

‘ I don’t remember,’ answered the pupii.
• Don’t remember ! Well, you must go about it in the

right way. How many Muses were there?’

• Nine.’

‘Of course. Now double that number.’
• Eighteen.’
• Now multiply it by 100.’
• Eighteen hundred.’

• Very good. Hold on to that. How many Graces
were there ?’

■ Three. ’

‘ Precisely. Multiply that by itself.’

• Nine.’

'Just so. Now add that to the result you first obtained
and what have you ?’

■ Eighteen hundred and nine.’

• Well now, there you have it. Gladstone was born in

1809. Everything depends on going to work in a proper
manner. The memory needs a bit of help, that’s all.’

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Notice to contributors.—Any letters or MSS. received by
the Editor of the Nkw ZkaLAND Graphic will be im-

mediately acknowledged in this column.

‘ PamsT.'—If you do not—and you areperfectly right—-
like your children toread * penny dreadfu's,' place within
their reach good literature. Here is one great safeguard
which has been proved to be reliable. Fill your book-

shelves with wholesome, sound books—books which you

have first gone through yourself. Let good periodicals
and magazines lie about, which your children can take

up and look at, at any idle moment. Encourage them

to take in some standard work in weekly or monthly
numbers, reading the same yourself so that you can talk to

them about the various characters, etc. ; and asthe child-

ren grow older place such authors as Thackeray. Dickens.
Scott, Kingsley, Eliot, and similar others, within their

reach. Depend upon it that those homes are the happiest
where good and interesting books and papers are close to

the hands of thechildren, eventhough the bookcase does

look untidy, and the books become soiled and worn.

• Dinadee.' —I am sorry, but your query is quite be-

yond this column. Consult a good lawyer. It is never

safe to give advice of the nature you require without

being in full possession of all the circumstances of the

case.

‘ Wonderment.’—l must congratulate you on your ex-

cellent pseudonym. I have a really novel and practical
suggestion to make for your wedding present to your
niece, which I think will answer your requirements
of ‘ something no one else will give her; some-

thing not too expensive, but useful; something I

can put fancywork into, as I have plenty of lei-

sure.' Give her a set of the newest style of towels.

There is almost no limit to the money one may spend
upon towels, if she be so minded ; it is in fact somewhat

difficult to select the moderate and reasonable from out

the mass of costly and voluminous towels. Many
women of leisure who like decorated towels buy fine

birds-eye linen and make hems finished withdeep drawn

work bands, above which they embroider initials.
Others work above the hemstitched ends small flowers

or a running vine in pure white floss. Some, despite
the fashion, consider colour well used a great addition.
My advice would be that unless you can afford the

luxuries oflife and need not count the cost, by far your

best plan will be to purchase a supply of fine huckaback
hemstitched towels, at from sixteen shillings to thirty-two
shillings a dozen, and embroider upon them in pure

white silk either your monogram or initials. These
will be serviceable and elegant, and not too fine

to perform all the functions that a towel should.

Then, if you wish for a more gorgeous few, you can em-

broider upon heavy fringed towels a breadth of reason-

able width, in colour or white as you prefer. There is

no doubt whatever, I think, that all cultivated women

will agree that the monogram of the housewife is the

most and bsst desirable decoration that a towel can

have. Yet we see dozens of highly decorated towels to

one treated in that rational and dignified way. Fringe
too, is annoying in the extreme. The lint that it sheds

clings fast and is difficult to remove, and it catches and

snarls in an irritating way, and it is difficult to launder

properly ; yet hemstitched towels, truly elegant as they

are, are only now coming up to claim their just place.
The demand for these comes from households where cul-

tivated taste governs the display.

‘ Birdie.’—l must ask you to write on one side of the

paper only. I have no objection to replying privately if

you enclose a stamped and addressed envelope. In that

case you had better address your query to the Lady
Editor. Darkening the eyes is very risky. An eminent

oculist claims that the widespread disease of weak eyes

among women is largely due to the tampering with

these organs for making them more beautiful than nature

intended. The extremes to which some will go in the

matter is illustrated by an English woman who was ar"

rested in the streets of London for drunkenness. It was

found later that she was simply suffering from the toxic
effects of atropine, which she had instilled into the eyes

to dilate the pupils for a more brilliant appearance.

She was determined to be beautiful, and to accomplish
the purpose she ran the risk of ruining her eyes for a life-
time. A late fad among women of our cities is to darken

the under eyelids with paint to give a more attractive

appearance to the eyes. This paint is often made up of

injurious principles, which in time makes the flesh

around the eyes appear old and wrinkled. It becomes

cracked, and then paint becomes essential all the time.

The simplest method, if one will darken the eyes, is to

use an ordinary lead pencil.
* Dolly.’—l fancy you could obtain what you want at

any good grocer. Write and ask for a price list of goods,
then you will know iust what you can afford each week.

‘ Old Maid.*—For travelling you will find a little bag
the best possible place for your spare money. It should
be of chamois with a flap to button well over and have
broad seamstrebly stitched. You must shape it so that

it will be small enough to wear inside the corset, then
secure it with a safety pin.

‘Tom.’ —I hope you will not mind my telling you that

before you ask a
‘ nice, refined, educated girl ’ to be

your wife, you should learn to write a proper letter.

Yours was a most curious production. It began in the

third person, then wandered off to the first; finally,
though there was no address, such as Dear Sir, or Dear

Madam, to commence with, it wound up,
‘ Yours very

sincerely.’ This is what you should have said:—‘To

the Editor : Dear Sir, —Will you kindly suggest some

present for a young lady’s birthday ? She is a nice, re-

fined, and educated girl, and I hope to soon ask her to

be my wife.—Yours faithfully. Tom .’ Or you

might simply have said: “‘Tom’’ would be much

obliged if the editor could suggest a present,’ etc.

What I would propose is not a book, as ‘edu-

cated’ girls get quite enough literature, but a com-

plete toilet set of silver articles, including brushes,
manicure sets, hand mirrors and everything that can be

used on the toilet table. With such a set as this, there

may go a large square of bevelled glass, made like a

looking-glass, so that the articles show off when placed
upon them.

‘Sleep.’—l am afraid your insomnia will prove

troublesome to get rid of. A professor said he alwavs

induced sleep by going to the woodhouse and sawing
wood awhile. It brought the blood down to the ex-

tremities and carried itaway from the larger vessels, and

then it was not dammed up in the poor gorged brain.

‘ Good for the professor,’ I said ; but what will help one

doesn’t always help another. First of all. don’t worrv ;
take things easy. lam convinced that worry brings on

disease. A woman doctor said to me that she dreaded

to treat women with impaired nerve force, which

means nervous prostration. She had manv cases of

such, and they felt that her treatment was long
and tedious, and that they did not get the worth of
their money. There are certain things that help to in-

vite ‘ Nature’s sweet restorer.’ A brisk walk warms cold

feet. A well-ventilated room is necessary, a good bed,
neither too hard nor too soft, and level. Authorities re-

commend a level head ; but I always like a big fat pillow
and head pretty well elevated. Let each suit his own

case. Avoid little, close bedrooms, for a high tempera-
ture brings onrestlessness.

’Mr Pen.’—There is a great demand for houses just
now. Had you not better buy a piece of land and build

one ready for your bride? It will be miserable begin-
ning life in lodgings or hotels if she is used to a fresh,
country life, dairy and chickens. Furnish simply and

only one or two rooms, letting her choose the rest of the
plenishings. She will have to live in the house more

than vou will.

‘Mabel.’—(l) Yes, call after the dance. (2) It is not

necessary after that small tea. (3) You need not write

your invitations; verbal ones for an informal affair are

quite sufficient. Use autumn leaves, crimson and brown

silk draperies, and have all sortsof sweetmeats aswell a?,

the cakes. Scones, daintily made, or nicely cut and

rolled thin bread and butter should always be on the

table, as some people never eat sweets. You did not ask

at all too many questions. Your writing is a pleasure to

read.

JMPOKT YOUR BULBS DIRECT.

We, PETER VAN VEL3EN AND SONS. Bulbgrowers

Haarlem,Holland, beg tointimate that IllustratedCatalogues can

be bad on application, poet tree, from ouragents,

MESSRS A. MILLAR AND CO."

Auckland.

NORTH ISLAND. N.Z.

WELLINGTON BRANCH OFFICE
ofthe

NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC.’

‘AUCKLAND STAR,

NEW ZEALAND FARMER.

15, CUSTOM HOUSE QUAY Near 0.P.0.

A’bere Files can be referred to. Copies obtained, and where Ad

vertleemenu. Subscriptions and Account* will be received by

M R Ja IIoTT
Managing Agent for North Island

Sat., June 12, 1897. THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC
755



A TRIP THROUGH THE MINING DISTRICTS.

1. We start out in great figure. 2. Stopping an hour later for our first refresher. 3. We pass some ticklish country. 4. And get fixed up in a bit of bush. 5. Where
the supples prove two much for Jack. 6. I have scarcely finished laughing at his mishap when I come a cropper. 7. We find a jolly place to camp.
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A TRIP THROUGH THE MINING DISTRICTS.

8. And next morning strike the river. 9. Our horses object to cross. 10. So we go looking for a ford. 11. The native called that a ford!
12. We reach our destination.
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MY OLD SEA CAPTAIN.

(BY THE WARRIGAL.)

Down in the valley of an Auckland sea creek lives my

old sea captain—mine by virtue ofappreciation ; mine by

virtue of the sympathy between us. A grey-haired, red-

faced. handsome old North of Englander —a man who

carried stores for the great East India Company, when

India was under its rule. A man who has seen the old

order of the sea change to the new ; who has witnessed
the birth and growth of steam navigation, yet who has

never voyaged in a steamer. A ‘ sailor ’to the core, pre-

judiced, crochety, perhaps, but bold and daring, and

finely honourable ; a man who has faced a thousand
dangers and found his way in all sorts of crafts in

all parts of the world. Strange to find such a man

settled down as a farmer in the quietest part of a

quiet New Zealand settlement. He reversed the old
nautical proverb. Instead of selling his farm and going
to sea, he gave up the sea and bought a farm. I have

not yet found out why he bought the farm. He has

done nothing to it since it was purchased, and most of

the land is still in virgin scrub. The haka fences which

enclose the few paddocks are tall as ordinary trees, and

spread more than a chain in width. The implements
bought to work the ground have fallen to decay. The

cart which was to carry the produce to market rots

under the framework of a shed. The very grasses
of the paddocks seem old and worn out. The

cows—as many generations as they are in num-

ber—seem each as ancient as the other. The
last of the horses died of old age, and the sur-

vivor of three generations of dogs is literally on

its last legs. The house, womanless and comfortless, is

musty with age and tobacco smoke. Yet there lives my
old sea captain, hale in spite of ancient hardships, he

and his three-score-year brother, two hardy, grumpy
bachelors, seeing little of their neighbours and scarcely
moving off their farm from one year’s end to another.
These two men seem to have left a whole wonderful ad-
venturous life behind tnem. Both have seen much of

the world, taken their part in active, forceful life, and

now they vegetate on that quiet farm, and are hearty in

spite of bachelor ways and their own bad cookery.
Last autumn I used to find my old captain in the

orchard, lying on his back amongst the long grass,
smoking a black clay pipe. In the warm sunshine he

was a lad again, apprentice on a Quaker-owned ship.
The smoke of his pipe, puffed in regular wreaths, curled

up to broad spreading vine leaves that cluster amidst the

branches of a mossy peach tree. The sunlight made his

face more red and his hair more white ; but still in fancy
he was a lad, learning to knot, to steer, fighting his way

through the difficulties of life. Some of the romance

and mystery of olden days hovers about this remembered

youth. There are hints of pirates, of enemies’ cruisers,
mutiny, murder, shipwreck—strange tales of strange
conntries. There is a glimpse of life on a great East

Indianman, of prankish apprentice tricks, of a cyclone,
of falling in love with a white-faced Anglo-Indian girl.
As the old captain drones on about these things one

seems to see a great white-sailed, white-decked ship sail-

ing over tropical seas, with brassy waves rippling below

open port, sending lights and shadows upon the awning,
under which recline languid women, turbulent children,
and indolent men who have controlled princes and ruled
over millions of a conquered race. There is something
strange and sad in these remembrances ; something that

is past and gone beyond recall—the romance and hopes
and dreams of youth.

I like myoid sea captain by the hearth best, especially
when a sou’-west gale is blowing, or a wet north-easter

shrieking down the valley. He sits on the backless
chair by the fire of fragrant manuka, sways to and fro as

if to the roll of a ship, and puffs out long clouds of

smoke. Then one bears thewhistle of wind among the
rigging and its mournful hum against the taut sails—-

dim lights showing on a wet heaving deck—dim figures
moving into darkness, and black foam-capped waves

rising sleepily to blacker sky. The firelight reddens my
captain's face, the solitary candle seems merely a speck
against his white beard. He is giving orders now,

stern, sharp commands that lead to life or death,
to safety or shipwreck. The ancient younger brother
sits with elbows on knees smoking persistently. What
a picture he makes in that dim firelight—thick
wavy hair, hawk nose, keen eyes, alert, yet silent

and motionless! He has lived a life, but I am de-
scribing my old sea captain. He grows harsh and force-
ful as he lives again in remembered dangers. Now he is
the bold and masterful sea captain upholding mercantile
privileges against the pride and dominance of an East
India Company’s Admiral. Now he is in Russian seas

scornfully resisting official bribery. Now he is sailing
his ship round the dreaded Scaw in the black darkness

of a wintry storm. There is something of the story of

England in his life ofcarrying the flag into distant seas,
of dealing with a hundred’ foreign nations, of planting
colonies, pushing trades, facing and overcoming difficul-
ties—a bit of old-world history to be read by an Auck-
land sea creek.

FITZSIMMONS CORBETT PRIZE FIGHT-WATCHING THE BULLETINS. Photograph by J. Burton.

WELL DOCTORED.

‘ And who is your doctor, my dear ?’ says the aucien

aunt.
• Well,’ says the modern young lady, ‘my real doctor

is Dr. Jones, but when I have a baby he employs Dr.

A , and when my back was bad he got Dr. B to

see me, and when I wanted some glasses he sent me to

Dr. C , and when I had an abscess he had someone

in from Harley-street—l never beard his name ; and theu

there was a nerve man from Cavendish Square when the

baby had fits, and for my teeth I generally go to Dr.
D , but Dr. E pulled Johnny’s tooth because Dr.

Jones thought he did extraction better ; then, youknow,
there is the man who cuts mycorns, and, of course, there
is the massage woman. I really do not know all these

people. One's doctor can always find someone to do
these sort of things, and Dr. Jones is very clever, and

always employs nice people.’
And such threatens to be the end of specialism—fallen

by being sub-divided.

THE NAPIER PARK RACES.

F orour picturesof the Napier Park Races weare indebted

to Mr H. A. Banner, and Mr Lindergreen, two gentlemen
who are invariably very successful with their cameras.

It is no easy matter to obtain good photos of objects
moving at such a rapid pace, asall photographers know,
and the results obtained by these gentlemen, who are

amateurs, is therefore all the more noteworthy. Mr

Lindergreen and Mr Banner, it will be remembered,
supplied us with some good pictures of the Demonstra-
tion Sports recently held in Napier.

FITZSIMMONS AND CORBETT, PRIZE FIGHT.

On this page is given a picture of the crowd which as-

sembled ontside of the Tribune and World Buildings,
New York, to get the news of the progress of the prize
fight between Fitzsimmons and Corbett as it was tele-

graphed from Nevada. It is estimated that there were

twenty thousand people in the crowd. There were

several other congregations of people in other parts of

New York.

Clarke's World-a'amedBlood Mixture ‘The most search

Ing BloodCleanser that science and medical skillhave brought to

light.' Sufferers from Scrofula. Scurvy, Eczema. Bad Legs, Skin
and BloodDiseases. Pimples and Sores of any kind are solicited
to giveita trial to testits value. Thousands of wonderful cures

have been effected by it. Bottles 2s 9d each, sold everywhere.
Beware of worthless imitations and substitutes.
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NAPIER PARK RACES.

I Shots taken on the lawn. 2. Handicap Hurdle Race, Ist. time round. 3. Snapshot on the lawn. 4. Second Trial Handicap Hurdles. Sylvanus lending.

5. Handicap Hurdle Race, 2nd, time round. 6. Snapshot taken on the lawn. 7. Inspecting the hurdles. 8. One of the Totalisators. 9. Trial Handicap Hurdles.
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OUR NEW GOVERNOR.

The following sketch of the early history of Lord Ran-

furly’s family, taken from Carpenter’s * Peerage for the

People,’ may be of interest :—Mr Thomas Knox, a de-
scendant of one of the early adventurers into Ireland,

represented Dungannon in the Irish Parliament, and
was rewarded pretty liberally by * the heaven-born

Minister ’ for the influence he afforded him in carrying
the measure of the union between the two countries.
Two of bis sons, Thomas and Vesey, were appointed
Prothonotaries in the Irish Court of Common Pleas ;
another son was transferred from the worst bishopric—
Killala—to the second best in the county Limerick ; an-

other was appointed to the Deanery of Down ; and a

fifth was made a General on the Staff. No other family
in Ireland—the Beresfords alone excepted—have re-

ceived so much of the public money as have the family
of the Knoxes. But a few words about the Prothono-

tarysbip of the Common Pleas. The office was, of
course, a mere sinecure, the duties being discharged by
deputy, who handed over to his principals a

year, upon the average, without subjecting them to
any other trouble than that of receiving the

money. (They had in all Z’235,127 7s 3d). While
these Knoxes were in office Mr Peel filled the situa-
tion of Secretary for Ireland, and a communication was

made to him by a gentleman named Ball, who was prac-
tising as an attorney, that frauds on the revenue to an

enormousextent were annually committed in the Pro-
thonotaries’ office. Mr Peel, in a letter which can still
be produced, replied that if the statements made by Mr

Ball proved to be well founded, ‘ neither family, rank,
nor influence ’ should prevail upon him to screen the

parties. An inquiry was instituted, and Mr Ball’s state-

ments were more than borne out by the results. It was

ascertaiued that a practice had long prevailed in the

Prothonotaries’ office of recording the judgments of the
Court on parchments without any stamps, although the
usual payments, including the charge for stamps, were

demanded and received. Tnus large sums belonging to
the public revenue were abstracted and transferred to
their own pockets by these trustworthy officers'. But

these frauds, enormous as they were, constituted but a

small part of the evil. The most dreadful grievance
was the insecure state in which the practice had

placed the property of all those persons for whom

judgments had been entered ; for in consequence of the
records being destitute of the stamps required by law,
they were not legal instruments, and their effects became
null and void. Any man who had obtained judgment on

a bond, and afterwards came into possession of an estate
in virtue of such judgment, might be turned out of his

property, after his security was cancelled, on account of
the illegality of the instrument which purported to con-

vey it to him '. Every individual, in fact, against whom
a judgment had been entered, might have had it re-

versed upon this ground. The Commissioners of In-

quiry found piles upon piles of parchments containing
the records of cases adjudged in the court upon which
there was not a single stamp ; and the calculation that
was made —although it did not go to the whole extent of

the case—showed that the revenue had been defrauded

of at least half a million of money ! Mr Ball, who
had brought this enormous atrocity to light gener-

ously refused compensation for the discovery, and in-

sisted that the affair should be investigated in Par-

-I'ament, that the delinquents might have their
merited reward This was promised by Mr Peel, and
letters under his own hand show that he was fully satis-
fied of the enormity of the case. The inquiry was, how-
ever, postponed from time to time, one excuse after
another being suggested, until at length he resigned the

Secretaryship of Ireland, and entered upon that for the

Home Department. Mr Ball followed him to England,
and tried various means to extort from him thefulfilment
of his p.edge. Persecution, however, was all this worthy-
man could realise, in return for his generous exertions.
He was reduced to poverty and want ; and one morning
his room was entered by two men, who placed upon him
a straight waistcoat and conveyed him to a private
mad house, where he died within a few weeks afterwards.
Itwas impossible, however, after the circumstances which

were brought to light by the commissioners of inquiry that

the patent office should be continued to Messrs the Hon.

Thomas and Vesey Knox. The patent was rescinded, and
the office swept of the parties inculpated in the proceed-
ings we have detailed. The reader will, of course, ex-

pect that they were transported—if not hung—or if not

so, that they were sent to the treadmill for life—or, at

the least, to wander about as vagabonds, to be shunned
and abhorred by honest men. No such thing This is

not the fashion in which great public delinquents are

dealt with. Thomas and Vesey Knox, the prothono-
taries, were rewarded with a pension, for their lives, of

Z.7,150 3s a year; Mr George Hill, their deputy, was

granted a patent place in the same office; and their

father, the member for Dungannon, was elevated to the

Peerage of Ireland, as Baron Wells, and subsequently
created Viscount Northland.

THE ADVANTAGES OF REST.

There is no better preventive of nervous exhaustion

than regular, unhurried, muscular exercise. If we could

moderate our hurry, lessen our worry, and increase our

open-air exercise, a large proportion of nervous diseases

would be abolished. For those who cannot get a suffi-
cient holiday the best substitute is an occasional day in

bed. Many whose nerves are constantly strained in

their daily vocation have discovered this for themselves.

A Spanish merchant in Barcelona told his medical man

that he always went to bed for two or three days when-

ever be could be spared from business, and be laughed
at those who spent their holiday on toilsome mountains.

One of the hardest-worked women in England, who has

for many years conducted a large wholesale business, re-

tains excellent nerves at an advanced age, owing to her

habit of spending one day a week in bed.

RIVAL EXPLORERS.

At the time that the Due de Chartres’ son started on his
trip to Abyssinia, the French Government sent out a

special mission to King Menelik, under M. Bonvalot,
who had been Prince Henry’s companion in his explora-
tions in Central Asia, Tonquin, and Thibet. It was sup-
posed (says the Paris correspondent of the Standard) that
the two missions werepractically the same ; but thiswas

speedily denied by the French Government, who showed
their disapproval of Prince Henry’s expedition by recall-

ing from Djibouti an infantry subaltern who had been

granted special leave to enable him to accompany the

Prince on his travels. A new complication has now

arisen. M. Sabatier, an artist attached to the Prince’s

expedition, relates that a serious quarrel has taken place
between the Prince and M. Bonvalot. The latter, with
the members of his mission and M. Sabatier, embarked
at Marseilles on board the Irraouady-Messegeries Mari-
times steamer. Prince Henry joined the vessel at Suez ;
but to the surprise of the passengers, instead of being
warmly welcomed by his old fellow traveller, M. Bon-

valot adopted a frigidly distant demeanour towards him.
The whole party landed at Djibouti. There M. Bon-

valot was received by the French officials, who provided
him and his companions with quarters, while Prince

Henry was ignored. Therival explorersand their friends,
however, took their meals at the same hotel, nntil, on

February 24th, there occurred what M. Sabatier terms a

painful incident. An Abyssinian interpreter of M. Bou-
valot’s was, it seems, guilty of some rudeness to M de
Poncins, one of Prince Henry’s companions. M. de
Poncins complained to M. Bonvalot in a very polite
letter, in which he asked him, in the name of soliditary
among white men, among Frenchmen, to reprimand his

man. What the offence of the Abyssinian interpreter
may have been is not specified ; but M. Bonvalot not
only declined to reprimand his man. but after breakfast
went up to M. de Poncins and told him, according to
M. Sabatier, that ‘ this negro’s manners were very
good, and that it was no business on his part to teach
him civility.’ He added that M. de Poncins had
acted wisely in not striking the Abyssinian, as the
latter would surely have killed him.' Then, getting
excited, M Bonvalot added that the two expeditions
would meet during the inland journey, and that the

Prince’s party had better be careful as to how they- be-

haved, and on taking his departure he remarked that his

interpreter was ‘ worth more than all the Prince of
Orleans’ companions —nay, thanthePrince himself, whom
he regarded as a contemptible person, for whom he (M.
Bonvalot) entertained the most profound contempt.’ M.
Sabatier vouches for the textual accuracy of these strong
expressions, and adds that all those present looked at
each other as though they were thunderstruck.

It appears from the sequel that Prince Henrywished to

call out M. Bonvalot and fight him then and there, but
he was prevailed upon to defer the duel until both

parties shall have returned to France. M. Bonvalot
transferred himself and his party to another table d'hbte
for the remainder of his stay, and no intercourse took
place between the two expeditions.

TO 'ENTRAP A PERFUME.'

Lears a lesson for the season from the south of France.
In the flower season at Cannes plates of glass are thinly-
covered with clarified inodorous fat; upon or under this

fat the flowers are placed, and the power this substance
has to absorb and retain perfumes is astonishing. On
these sheets of glass the most delicate odours are thus
fixed almost as securely as on the collodion prepared
plates, the most delicate pictures are retained. In this

way the jessamine, the violet, the tuberose, and orange
perfumes travel across'France and arrive in England as

pure as the day they were given forth from the flowers
themselves. The emancipation of the odour from its
imprisonment is very simple. The fat, cut into small
cubes, is placed in spirits of wine, and the delicate es-

sence immediately deserts the coarse tat for the more

spiritual solvent. M. Piesse, in his interesting work on

perfumery, says that * while cultivators of gardens spend
thousands for the gratification of the eye, they altogether
neglect the nose. Why should wenot growflowers fortheir
odours as well as for their colours ?’ And, we may add,
the ladies may utilize some of our own waste garden
perfumes very easily and with pecuniary advantage to

themselves. Heliotrope, the lily of the valley, honey-
suckle, myrtle, clove, pink, and wallflower perfumes,
such as we get in the shops, are made-up odours, cun-

ningly contrived from other flowers. Yet they may be

made pure with a little trouble. ‘ I want heliotrope
pomade,’ says M. Piesse, in despair. 5 1 would buy any
amount that I could get.’ And the way to get it is very
simple. If there is a gluepot in the house, and it hap-
pens to be clean, fill itwith clarified fat, set it near the
hothouse fire, or any other fire, just to make the fat
liquid, and throw in as many heliotrope flowers as pos-
sible ; let them remain for twenty-four hours, strain off
the fat and add fresh ones; repeat th's process for a

week and the fat will have become a pomade a la helio
trope. The same process may be gone through with all

theother flowers mentioned. A lady may in this manner

make her own perfume, and we may add, in the words of

M. Piesse, ‘ one that she cannot obtain for love or money
at the perfumer’s.’

AIR IN CROWDED ROOMS.

A writer in the Nineteenth Century says :—• Within
doors we find that the number of micro organisms sus-

pended in the air depends, as we should have expected,
upon the number of people present, and the amount of

disturbance of the air which is taking place. In illus-
tration of this the following experiments, made at one

of the Royal Society’s conversaziones, held at Burling-
ton House last year, may be mentioned. At the com-

mencement of the evening, when a number of persons
were already present, and the temperature was at oydeg.
Fahr., the two gallons of air examined yielded 326 or-

ganisms; later on, as the rooms became densely crowded,
as indicated by the temperature rising to 72deg. Fahr.,
the number reached 432. The next morning, on the
other hand, when the room was empty, the air yielded
only 130, but even this is doubtless in excess of the num-

ber which would be present in the room in question
under normal conditions, in which, judging from experi-
ence. I should expect to find about 40 to 60in the same
volume ofair.’
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MINING NEWS.

SHAREMARKET.

FAIRLY steady business has been transacted on the

Stock Exchange during the past week. Buyers
of high-priced stocks have seemed more willing

to operate; nor is this to be wondered at when the im-

proved returns from the leading companies this month

are taken into consideration. The Waihi yield for the

past four weeks shows an increase of nearly /2,000 upon

the previous month’s return, and the Waitekauri Com-

pany’s yield is much larger than the two previous

ones. Working options are being quietly secured

by representatives of English capitalists over suit-

able properties. The time required is longer
than that formerly asked, but as the option
holders pay all development expenses during the period,
local shareholders get their properties opened up free of

cost to themselves, while the holders of the option are in

the position of being ready to place the mines on the

London market whenever a favourable opportunity
occurs. At the present time quite a number of mines

are being developed on this system, and any revival

on the London market would soon result in many

properties being taken up. Meanwhile, share-
holders at this end escape having to pay calls. In

the case of the Victoria mine the option held

for floatation has been extended for one month, a de-

posit of /i.ooo having been paid some time ago. There

has been quite a run on Great Barrier stocks during the

past week, an all-round advance having taken place.
Contributing shares in the Barrier Reefs, the Company
that was floated last week, have changed hands

at double the price they were floated. Great
Barrier shares sold as high as 12s, and now none

are offered under 15s. Three weeks ago these shares
could have been got for half the money, lonas sold in

large lines at is 6d and is yd, while steady business was

done at better rates in Aoteas and Kaitokes. Hauraki

North shares advanced during the week, also Four-in-

Hands, the latter again reaching 2s, it being understood
that there is now every chance of the property being

successfully floated by the option-holders. Upper
Thames stocks have had fair demand during the week,
Crowns being steadily asked for at 245. Woodstocks at

365, and Waihi-Silvertons at 19s. Talismans changed
hands freely during the week. In three weeks these
shares rose from 14s 6d to 19s. This is, no doubt, due to

the fact that the battery has now commenced operations.
Grace Darlings had a run from is 8d to 2S 6d this week,
but subsequently fell back to the former figure.
Stanleys have had steady buyers at is, whileregular trans-

actions were reported in Waihi Souths and Extendeds.
In Kuaotunu stocks the only ones in demand were

Kapai-Vermonts and Jupiters. The former advanced
considerably in price, being sold as high as 7s 6d, while
Jupiters changed hands at is and is 2d. On the average

the advance in prices of a fortnight ago had been well

maintained, while in the interim many hitherto neglected
stocks have been enquired for, particularly in Wbare-

keraupunga mines.

WAITAIa.

Shareholders in this company are to be called together
shortly to consider a proposal made to raise further

working capital. Mr Shaw, the Chairman of the Home

company, is at present in Auckland, and is so impressed

with the prospects of the mine that he considers ample
working capital should be provided to thoroughly de-

velop the property. As the remaining 10,000 reserve

shares would be quite inadequate for the purpose of

raising the amount of capital necessary, Mr Shaw sug-

gests (1) That local shareholders should furnish a pro-

portion of the capital required—say, one-third in cash,

or (2) That the Scotch purchasers provide the total

amount if local shareholders forego 10,000 of the 30,000
shares coming to them under the terms of the sale,
which would still give the vendors one fully paid-up
share for every three now held.

WAIOTAHI RETURNS.

Z’554 FROM 150 TONS.

The return for the past month from this old Thames

mine shows considerable improvement ascompared with

the previous one, which only amounted to ss. This

time nearly double the quantity of ore was treated, the

yield being 198025. of gold, value Z’554, from 150tons of

stone treated.

WAIHI COMPANY.

/11,297 FOR THE MONTH.

INCREASE OF Z’i.993-

The return for the past four weeks from this mine

shows an increase of nearly /'2,000 upon the yield for

May. During the four weeks just ended 3,294 tons of

ore were treated for a yield of bullion worth /’11,297.
The previous return was Z'9,304 from 3,060 tons, so that

for the 234 tons extra treated an increased return of

bullion was got to the extent of ZX993. This yield is

the largest since February last, and brings up the total

output from this mine since 1890 to Z-547>549- The re-

turns per year are as follows :—

/

WAITEKAURI COMPANY.

AN INCREASED RETURN.

Z4.031 FOR THE MONTH.

The return from this Company’s crushing for the past
mouth was a very satisfactory one, being /’s2s ahead of

the May yield, although 136 tons less of ore were treated.

This is in consequence of the better percentage of ex-

traction obtained in cyaniding, and it is expected further

improvement will take place in the coming month.
During the four weeks ending May 28th, 1.665 tons of

ore were treated and returned /'4 031 worth ot bullion,
being the largest yield for the past three mouths from

this mine. For the previous return of/ 3,503 the amount

ofore treated was 1,801 tons.

1890
£

21.112
8.

13
d.
6

1891 23935 5 11

1892 ..
44 888 2 4

1893 61.900 10 11
1894 82 827 2 2
1895 120.334 2 2

1896 .. 137.321 8 2
1897 (up to date) .. 55.229 19 10

Grand total .. 547,549 5 0

rpONSON QOMPANY.

UMITED.

•THE PEOPLES" FURNISHING WARE

HOUSE,

304, 306. 308. 310. 312. Queen-*tr*et. and Lerne-

•treer, Auckland.

(Registered under the “The Companies
Act. 1882.")

NOMINAL CAPITAL. £40.000. in 40.000Shares

of £1 each, 25,000 Paid-up Shares. 15.000

Contributing Shares. 5.000 of these £1

Shares, which will be fully paid up as fol-

lows : Namely, 10s on application, and 10s
onallotment, are now offered to the public.

10.000Shares Reserved.

DIRECTORS:

Chairman—Mr J. Tonson Garlick

Mr Jas. G. Culpan Mr David McKenzie

Mr Ed. Drixkwater Mr Geo. G. Garlick.

Bankers—The National Bank of New Zealand.

Solicitors—Messrs Thorne and Reed.

General Manager—Mr J. T. Garlick.

Secretary and Accountant—Mr A.C. Brown.

This Conpany has acquired the business *•

long and favourably known as “The People’s*
Furnishing Warehouse, established in 1874;

including •he Freehold Lands and Buildings in

Queen-street, the Factory and other Leasehold

premises inLorne-street, with all stock-in-trade,
book debts, and other assetsof the said business,
including the goodwill thereof, for the sum of

£25.000. for the whole of which the vendor has

accepted Paid-up Shares in the Company.
20.000 of which he intends to retain, a large pro-

portion of the remaining 5.C00 having been

taken upby employees in the Warehouse and

Factory.

An agreement has been entered into with
Mr. J. TonsonGarlick, whereby that gentle-
man is retained to manage and conduct the
business of the Company for the term of fivn

years.

The Capital of the Company is divided into
25,000 Paid-up Shares, and 15.000 Contributing.

Fi vfe InousandContributing Sharesarenew
offered to the public at par, which will form

part of the Working Capital of the Company,
tho remainiwg 10.000 Shares to be reserved till
such time as Shareholdersmay determine to
offer them.

No Commission hasbeen or will be charged
for the promotion or flotation of the Company.

The Directors’ honorarium will be 10s. 6d. for
each meeting of Directors; but no Director,
who is also an Employee of the Company,
shall be entitled to such honorarium.

Important and extensive alteration* are now
being made tothe business premises in Queen**
street, which will make the shop-front of the
warehouse one of the handsomest ix Lire City of
Auckland.

This ventureis confidently believed to be one
of the soundestand safest investments yet
offered the Auckland public, and dividend-pay-
ing from the first month ofallotment of Shares.

From theProfits made during the past two

year* (beingupwards of 10 per cent, per annum
on £30.0001. Shareholders may confidently ex-

pect regular dividend* of 10 per cent, per
annum.

Shares allotted before the 30th June will be
entitled toa dividend as fromIst July next.

An Interim Dividend of 10 per cent, per
annum,payable on the 7th day of October. 1897.
as also asimilar dividend that willbe declared
af’er the Balance-Sheet is made up to 31st
March, 1898. is guaranteedby Mr J. Tonson
Garlick.

All THEDiRECTOii-shaveaPßACTi al know-
ledge of and acquaintance with the business,
most of them having been engaged in it for
many yearspast.

Witha view to a general distribution of the
5.000 Shares now offered to the public, the
Directors reserve the rLht to allot to any
applicant suchnumberas lhey think fit.

Applications for Shares should be made to

the Secretary at once,or before the 21st day of
June, together with the application deposit of
10s. per Share.

If no allotment be made the deposit will be
returned withoutany deduction, and where the
number ofshares allotted is leas than the num-
ber applied for. the »urplus will be applied ia

reduction of the amount payable on allotment,
and any residue will be returned to the appli-
cant.

Share* will be allottedaccording to priority

of application, and any number from one up-
wards may be applied for.

Application Forms may be had of the Secre-
tary at “The Peoples

”

Furnishing Warehouse.

Auckland, June lot, 1897.

THIRD EDITION NOW READY.

p L A N OF

£)ENINSULA.

ISSUED BY THE

AUCKLAND CHAMBER OF MINES.

A New Map, taken from Government Plans, record-

ing Gold Mining Surveys in the Hauraki Mining Dis-

trict, has been Published by the Auckland Chamber of

Mines.

The New Plan gives every Mining Lease granted on

the Gold fields, from Cape Colville to Te Aroha.

Copies can be obtained at the Auckland Chamber of

Mines, at the Star and Graphic Office, Auckland, or at

the Star and Graphic Branch Office, Custom House

Quay. Wellington.

PRICE, 7/6

i'O INVESTORS IN MINING PROPERTIES.—
For Sale, on behalf of Prospectors, Shares in

newly pegged-out Claims on easy and equitable terms'
Arrangements made for Floating Properties on the

Home Market through my representative in London.—
G. Bertram Hutton, Mining and General Agent,
Legal Chambers, Auckland.

RA. ESCOTT, Representing the Carson-Woods
. Syndicate, 21, St. John’s-street Road, London,

acquires New Zealand Mining Properties for the London
Market. Head Office for Australasia : 31, Queen-street,
Melbourne.

T. BATE,

Sharebroker and Mining Agent,

24 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.

J. S. LENNOX] [G. B. HULL

pEN N O X & UL L,

STOCK AND SHARE BROKERS,
16, New Zealand Insurance Buildings. Auckland.

V. J. LARNER
(Member Auckland Brokers* Association),

STOCK AND SHAREBROKER,
STOCK EXCHANGE, AUCKLAND.

Cableaddress— ‘ Rapatrice.’ Bankers, Bank of New Zealand

J. M. S H B R *■

(Member Assoc. Stock and Mining Brokers.)
STOCK and SHAREBROKER,

SELDEN CHAMBERS,
97 Queen Street, Auckland.
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HAURAKI (N.Z.) ASSOCIATED GOLD REEFS.

The adjourned meeting of shareholders in this Com-

pany took place this week in the Chamber of Mines.

There was again a very large attendance. The chair-

man (Mr J. M. Lennox) called upon the hon. secretary,
Mr Pollock, to read the report of the Committee, which

recommended that the shareholders take up their shares

in the reconstructed company, that a new Advisory
Board be appointed upon the recommendation of New

Zealand shareholders who shall be responsible for the

appointment of the local Secretary to the new company,

and that the question of the causes of the present posi-
tion of the company be referred to counsel for opinion as

to whether any liability exists. Mr Pollock said he had

received a letter from Mr Ogilvie stating that the Com-

pany bought the Rising Sun claim for Z5OO from Mr M.

Niccol and himself. The Company also bought from

Mr Ogilvie the Rising Sun Extended ground for £3OO.
The Chairman then read the balance-sheet prepared by

the auditor, Mr Friar Clark. This gave details of the

expenditure of the new Company since its formation a

year agoßemitted from London, £4, 100 (including
£6OO since the Company was reconstructed) ; received

for bullion, 293° 5s 4d ; loan on mortgage, £ 1,000. Ex-

penditure : Battery account, 2’2,223 7s nd; shipping
machinery, Z4B 14s ; Custom., duties and landing
charges, £135 ns 3d ; office and change room, £92 7s ;
water rights and battery site, £250 ; mine wages, 2'1.702

7S4d ; mine supplies, £337 19s tod ; legal expenses,

rent, and mining fees, £249 18s 4d ; Government license

fees, 275 J 3 S Sd; directors’ fees and travelling expenses,

2"2i8 ; office, £lOO ; cable messages, £lO3 is 6d ; adver-

tising, etc., 29 2S > report on mine, £2O ; photograph
of mine, £6 6s; sundries, £2l 9s 2d ; petty cash, £10;
total, lBs 3d. Amount overpaid battery con-

tractor, £l6 5s 2d ; credit balance Bank of New South

Wales, £2lO is nd ; total, £6,030 5s 4d.

Mr Lennox in moving the adoption of the Committee’s

report commented upon the fact that £2lB had been

paid the attorneys as fees and expenses for one year, and

another £lOO was allowed for office expenses. He also

referred to the fact that the London directors under

article 38 were entitled to £1,000 per annum as honor-

arium and 10 per cent, ofany surplus after payment of a

dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. Considering that

only 6,000 had been subscribed he thought such charges

were ridiculous. Mr Lennox also referred to the fact

that £2,223 7s had been expended upon the battery

although the plant was forwarded from England.

Mr J. T. Johns seconded the motion pro forma and said

he was prepared to lose every cent he had in the com-

pany and send more after it in order to show the London

directors that they would not be fooled and duped.
Mr M. Niccol said the properties bought by the com-

pany were sent Home to Mr Hampson to sell. He sold

them to the company, but the vendors at this end had

nothing to do with that transaction. The shareholders

naturally felt sore about the present position of affairs.

He felt the same. Regarding that loan of £l,OOO, he

might explain that itwas only after two banks had de-

clined it, as well as other private persons, that they got

the loan they did. Mr Abbott, however, was willing to

take back his £l,OOO at once, and accept a very small

sum for the use of it. Regarding the erection of the

battery he might say the attorneys could not let the

work by contract, as they had not the money in hand,
therefore it bad to be done by day labour. As to direc-

tors’ fees and office expenses, that was the sum allowed

them by the Home company. When the property was

transferred he understood the £lO,OOO working capital

was available. They were informed by Mr Hampson.
After a lengthy discussion it was decided to adjourn

the meeting until after receipt of further details by mail.

NESTOR.

The annual meeting lapsed. The balance-sheet showed

a balance of £3 5s to the credit of the Company. The

sum of £lO6 5s was still due on calls made on November

1 ith last. Work in the mine had been suspended since

March last.

ROYAL SHIELD.

The half-yearly meeting lapsed. The statement of ac-

counts showed receipts £lO5, and the expenditure left a

credit balance of £l2O 10s.

IVANHOE.

The ordinary general meeting was held in the New

Zealand Insurance Buildings. Mr W. Gorrie presided.
The balance-sheet showed cash in bank and on hand on

April 30th, 1897, ns lod. The assets included

calls unpaid £263 11s 2d. Messrs W. S. Wilson and

John Owen were re-elected directors.

CITY OF GISBORNE.

The ordinary general meeting of shareholders in the

above Company took place in Mr H. Gilfillan’s office,

when Mr E. M. Coleman presided. The directors’ re-

port stated that during the past year development work

mostly of a prospecting nature had been carried out.

The balance-sheet for the past twelve months showed
total receipts £1,403 5s yd, and the expenditure left a

credit balance of £232 os id. Messrs Coleman and

Withy were re-elected directors.

OPAL PROPRIETARY.

The first half-yearly meeting of the Opal Proprietary
Mining Company's shareholders, which was to have been
held at Mr A. Board’s office, Victoria Arcade, lapsed for

wantof a quorum. The mine manager reports that 23

feet have been driven in the mine during the past week,
and that opal is showing in larger quantities than have

yet been met with.

MADGE.

The meeting of shareholders in this Company lapsed.
The accounts showed a credit of 222 103 3d.

GOLDEN BUTTERFLY.

The half-yearly meeting lapsed for want of a quorum.

The statement of accounts showed receipts £307 10s, and

expenditure £134 2s 9d, leaving a credit of £173 7s 3d.

FIERY CROSS—ROYAL STANDARD EXTENDED.

It has been decided to amalgamate these two proper-

ties at Wharekeraupunga under the name of the Fiery
Cross G.M. Company. This will give an area of 200

acres. The capital of the Fiery Cross is to be increased

to 150,000 shares at is each, the shareholders in the

Royal Extended Standard to have 70,000 shares, Fiery
Cross 70,000 shares, and 10,000 to be held in reserve

by the new Company. A meeting of the Fiery Cross
shareholders is convened for Saturday, the 26th, at 11

a.m., to sanction the scheme.

CORONET.

The half-yearly meeting lapsed. The balance-sheet
showed receipts £5OO, and expenditure 2433 T SS 6d,

leaving £66 4s 6d to credit on the 30th of April.

HEITMAN FREEHOLD.

The half-yearly meeting lapsed. The accounts showed
receipts £243 3s yd and the expenditure £231 5s sd but

against the credit balance there is £348 15s 7d due to

sundry creditors.

ESPERANZA.

The ordinary half-yearly meeting lapsed. The state-

ment ofaccounts showed a credit balance of £4 4s sd.

MINING NOTES.

Hauraki North (Coromandel).—The battery has been
working steadily on general dirt from the eastern face
at No. 2 level, and from the stopes above No. 1 level

during the past week. This is a fair quality of ore, and
is shaping for a payable return.

Komata.—Strong blotches of gold were seen in the

stoneat last breaking down.

Royal Standard.—Stone from a new reef has been cut
in the water race tunnel of the Royal Standard, which
when assayed yielded at the rate of £39 per ton.

Adelaide.—A parcel of 69 loads of quartz from the
Adelaide reef was crushed this week for a yield of 4802
of retorted gold, and six lodes from thecross reef for ioz

Bdwt of gold, total value about £137.
Comet (Tapu).—A reef has been cut in this mine, in

which gold was seen in stone. Average size, 14m.

Bay View.—The reef has been broken down,and shows
gold freely.

Dacre’s Freehold. —A reef was encountered in this
ground which, when broken down, showed colours of
gold through the stone.

Four-in-Hand (Coromandel). —The work of developing
the main reef at the low level is steadily progressing
with satisfactory results, colours and dabs of gold being
seen throughout the stone.

Sceptre.—The directors of this Company metand con-

sidered an offer for the property from Mr Kersey Cooper.
The offer was not accepted, alternative terms being sub-
mitted.

May Queen Extended (Thames). —The reef in the

Hokianga section has increased to 4 feet, and is highly
charged with good mineral.

Triumph (Coromandel). —Crushing operations have
been commenced at the Triumph mine, on what isbe-

lieved to be ore of fair grade.
Golden Caledonia.—A small leader has been dis-

covered on one of the western spurs on this mine, which
gives very good prospects.

Welcome Find.—The southern lode in the winze when

last broken down showed dabs and colours of gold.
Nonpareil.—The reef in the eastern end is fully 18

inches thick. In the western end the reef is nine inches
in width. A small seam of quartz has also been cut,

sticking into the reef from the hanging wall, in which

colours of gold can be seen.

Puriri.—The new reef now averages about 4ft in

thickness and by testing some of the stone a fair pros-
pect of gold is obtainable in the dish.

Imperial.—Stone from No. I reef in the United section
of this mine has been assayed by Mr J. K. Wilson, and

yielded at the rate of £2lB 5s lod per ton.

Vulcan Extended (Thames). —A new reef opened up
on the surface of this mine measures 10 feet in thickness,
and shows gold well distributed through the full width.
Several pounds of picked stone have been secured from
the general quartz.

Alpha.—Two tons of ore from the reefs have been for

warded to the Thames School for treatment.

Success (Coromandel).—ln this English mine the
shaft is down 29 feet, and penetrating a splendid class of

country. It is intended to open out the first level at a

depth of 60 feet.

Daphne (Puru). —So far six feet have been driven
into the reef without any sign of the other wall. It is
a large body of stone, and gives good prospects when
pounded.

Stanley.—The men have been started to drive on a large
lode seven feet in thickness, which was intersected in
the waterfall crosscut in the early days, and from which

prospects of gold can be obtained.

Sterling.—The lode in the present face has improved
considerably.

Inland Reefs.—A new reef was discovered near the
battery site in this mine. Gold was visible in the stone.

Golden Band.—The lode recently intersected in this
mine measures 9m thick.

Atlas.—The directors have had an offer for the Atlas
property at Wharekeraupunga.

Waihi South.—The drive is now in first-class brown
sandstone.

New Golden Point (Tapu). —Gold is seen in the quartz
broken from the winze below the low level where the
reef is fully 15 inches wide. At the intermediate level
when breaking some quartz gold was freelyseen.

West Derby.—The big reef is about 8 to 10 feet in width
and gives small prospects. A reef has also been opened
up which is about eight inches in width, and in which
gold can be seen in the stone.

Waitekauri King.—A parcel of stone from the reef in
this mine which was sent to the Thames School of Mines
yielded at the rate of 7s per ton.

Goldstream.—A six months’ working option over this
property has been granted to anEnglish syndicate. An
assay of stone from this mine gave a return at the rate of
218 5s per ton.

Dover Castle.—Assays made by Mr J. K. Wilson of
samples of stone taken from the eight to ten feet reef
in this Puriri mine resulted as follows :—No. i, Zti is
2d ; No. 2, £25 ; No. 3, £25 12s8d per ton.

,
P’S Reefs.—Cable advice was received from London

this week pointing to the satisfactory floatation of this
Puru mine on that market.

Diamond.—A no-liability company was formed this
week to work this ground which adjoins the Central
mine at Waitekauri. The capital consists of 60,000
shares at 6d.

Temple Bar (Thames). —When the reef was broken
down in this mine during the week good dabs and colours
of gold were seenalong the floor of the drive.’

AMERICAN GIRLS IN LONDON.

If snobbishness was not born with the race (I think my-
self it must have left its serpent’s trail in the garden of
Eden itself), one may be quite sure that it first sprang to
life in a republican, and even communistic, country
Where princely pageantry and ducal estate are a matter
of course, they can never make the same impression as

where they are seenand their influence felt for the first
V-me’ F?r whlch reasonno sooner had the beauties of
New York become imbued with the idea that life as a
plam Mrs,’ even though the surname should be
Vanderbilt or Astor, was after all mere social dust and
ashes ; so soon they looked further afield, and although
the whole of Europe was at the service of them and their
ambitions a truly British opinion that an English
baronet is better than any foreign prince, caused them tofirst turn their attention to the Mother Country, forgiven
long ago, and not forgotten. It would be interesting to
know who were the first Americans who came to lay siege
to London society, and the story of their ultimate success-
but in the meantime, these things being wrapped in mys-there c* ll be no doubt at all that it was the Prince
of Wales who made Americans the fashion. Possessed
°£ dignity, and of even more than Royal tact
the Prince is still above all things genial and charming*
and loves best to be amused ; while it happened that
these new-country belles had a knack of saying clever
things in a bright way, with a sometimes fascinating
accent that made them quite seductive. It was
rumoured that American girls had shaken themselves
free ofchaperon age ; that they had, in several instances
arrogated to themselves the divine rights of our own
young married women ; and the most unobservant
could not fail to see that in the matter of frocks and
chiffons generally, as well as in the gift of repartee they
were far ahead of their demurer cousins. They were in
fact, the forerunners of our

*
new woman.’ Then also

it may be confessed at once, their wealth was not looked
upon altogether as a disadvantage. People have long
ceased to inquire too closely into the origin of money ■
and an income which might seem small if burdened
with big landed estates, goes very much farther when
there are fewer territorial and feudal obligations. In a
word American girls were piquant, smart and bright, and
also, generally, rich ; so that when they entered into the
arena to compete with English girls, they came, saw
and conquered completely. Even supposing the English
girl has superior attractions, she is generally weighted
by the disadvantage of the law of entail, which provides
that the eldest son shall succeed not only to all landed
property, but to a proportionate income on which to

keep it up.— CazselVi Family Magazine for April.

® OF CLARKE S B 41 PILLS is warranted to cure
from the Urinary Organs, in either eex. Grave!,

and Pains in the Back. Guaranteed free from Mercury. Sold in
boxes. 4s61 each, by all Chemists and Patent Medic’ne Vendors.
Sole Proprietors Thb Lincoln and Midland Covnttbb Drug
Co., Lincoln, England.
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In The
Smoke Room
A

RUSSIAN who the other week won over a

million francs at the Monte Carlo tables is said
to be now almost penniless. Baccarat at certain

clubs at Nice relieved him of the greater part of his
winnings ; the remainder he lost at Monte Carlo. He

He was even reduced to pawning his jewellery.
In connection with nearly all the police stations of the

Metropolis and the large towns of the provinces there are

1 professional bail-givers,’ who make a very fair sum by
becoming bail for persons who have been locked up for
drunkenness and other minor offences. Suppose that a

man who has valuables about him, or can give a card
with a good address, is locked up, and that his friends
are too far oft to be communicated with, or that he does
not want to let such friends know of his plight, one of
the policemen hanging about will, when the incar-
cerated onebecomes decently sober, generally, for a

‘ tip,’
find him a professional bail-giver, who, whilst holding
valuables, or good references, as security, will enter into
a bond for the appearance of the offender at the police
court next day, or when required. These men as a

general rule clear a sovereign by each case they take up,
but of course they give a bit out of this to the policeman
who has introduced them.

The greatest dandy in the world (according to Woman)
is Prince Albert of Thurn, Germany. This fastidious

young man attires himself in a suit of clothes every day,
enough yearly to keep twenty experienced workmen

going, and to run up a bill of Z'3,000. Bach suit ofwear-

ing apparel is highly perfumed with attar of roses, at

an ounce.

For a wager three men recently tested their water-

drinking powers. The winner swallowed twelve quarts,
the second nine, and the thirdseven. Alldied very soon

after their feat was over.

A doctor, while condemning cigarette smoking as in-

jurious to the health, especially in the case of young
people, says that the free carbon deposited upon the

teeth discolours them, but may act as anantiseptic and

preservative.
Many of the most fashionable hotels in London and

other places are the happy hunting ground of a set of

men who avail themselves of numerous hotel privileges
without paying hotel fees. These men are generally at-

tired in stylish apparel, and contrive to be on speaking
and visiting terms with one or more of the hotel guests.
Armed with the slightest of pretexts, and oftentimes

without any reasonable excuse at all, they will boldly

enter the smoking and reading rooms of the establish-
ment and make themselves quite at home. They will

use the hotel writing paper for their correspondence, and

help themselves freely to anything that is not likely to

involve them in expense. They will peruse papers and

magazines; arrange appointments for people to meet

them in the hotel, lounge on the best chairs, and loaf
about the hall and passages as though they lived in the

flace ; and all this without spending a sixpence if they
can avoid it. Hotel proprietors justly diead them, for

while they are responsible for much of thewear and tear

done to the place they contribute practically nothing to-

ward the expenses of the establishment.

There are notorious losers of umbrellas, whether these

latter be carelessly left by them or stolen from them.

But this is by no means the case with women, who very

seldom indeed lose an umbrella. An inspector of de-
tective police once said to the writer—‘ Amongst profes-
sional umbrella thieves—men who will snatch up a

‘ mush,’ as they call it, whenever and wherever they
can—it is well-known that going for the umbrella ofa

woman is too dangerous a game. They do not put
valuable umbrellas down and then forget all about them

as men do. We seldom have to offer rewards for valu-
able umbrellas lost by women.’

A most striking article by Mr J. Holt Schooling, on

the nation’s expenditure, appears in the April issue of

the Windsor Magazine. The writer says :—• Our expen-

diture is equal to a cost of per hour, or not far

short of Z"2oo per minute, for conducting the national
business of this country. We are not yet spending quite
£2OO per minute, for this means a yearly expenditure of

over 105 millions; but year by year the amount gets
bigger, and for the year ending the 31st of March, 1897,
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach estimates the expenditure at

just over too millions. This is the first time that a

Chancellor of the Exchequer has touched the 100-mil-

lions level in his estimate of the current year’s expendi-
ture. An old clock is now ticking solemnly on my

staircase, and at every swing of its old brass pendulum
it records the fact that a paltry £3 4s 6d actually suffices

to run this country and to leave a surplus of four millions

at the end of the year. This clock is more than 150

years old, and it first ticked time away just as it does

now, in the time of George 11., when, according to Mul-

hall, our national income was about one-tenth of its

present amount, and when each swing of its pendulum
was worth only 6s 6d, as a record of the country’s in-

come during one second of time. Our income of £3 4s

6d per second is a vast improvement on the 6s 6d of 150

years ago. But all the same, £3 4s 6d per second does

seem a trifling income for this country to have. ’

We are glad to see (says a London journal) that the

Kennel Clnb has at length been stirred in regard to the

odious and idiotic practices indulged in by the baser

fanciers of cutting, trimming, and dressing up dogs for

the show bench and show ring.
Friends abroad who have not seen the Prince of Wales

for a few years (says the Whitehall Review) are shocked

at his altered appearance, he seeming to have aged al-

most twenty years in this time. Those of us in England
who see the Prince often have been observing this change
coming on in his appearance ever since the death of the

Duke of Clarence.

All of us have seenmen wearing collars too large, too

high, or too tight, without the smallest consideration of

their style. Short necked, fat, puffy men look miserable
in collars too high for them, but perhaps not quite so

absurd as do others with great thin necks disfigured with
Adam’s apple, who wear the lowest possible neck dress-

ing. Men to look well in the high-banded fold-over

collars must have good necks and perfectly formed
chins.

The pipe smoked by the Shah of Persia on State oc-

casions is set with diamonds, emeralds, and rubies. It

is said to have cost /’Bo 000.

Recently published statistics have thrown deep gloom
over the French Anti Tobacco League, for they show an

enormous and rapidly increasing consumption of the

narcotic weed in that country. In 1896 French smokers

threw 393,000,000 francs into the Treasury of France by
the patronage which they gave the Government’s tobacco

shops, and this is 12,000,000 francs more than they spent
for that purpose the year before. The President of the

League finds in their excessive use of the weed the chief
reason why Frenchmen are not increasing in number,
and when an interviewer asked him how it was that

smoking did not seem to produce the same effect in Ger-

many he took refuge in the more than dubitableasser-

tion that in Germany the people bought good tobacco,
while in France they were practically forced to buy the

wretched stuff prepared in the Government factories.

M. Pasteur once expressed to some of his young
student friends a doubt whether life would be possible in
the absence of all bacteria, noxious or innocuous. We

breath bacteria, drink bacteria, eat bacteria, and our

bodies are the happy hunting-ground of countless

myriads of them. This being so, it seemed not improb-
able that their presence was a provision of nature, and
as necessary to life as air or water. Pasteur commended
the question as aninteresting subject ofexperiment, and

a couple of his young friends have been carrying the ex-

periment out. The result of their experiments, so far

as they go, is reported to be that animal life is quite in-

dependent of the presence of bacteria. A number of

guinea pigs were kept carefully shut from the moment

of their birth in a sterilised chamber, with sterilised air,
and fed with sterilised food. They throve under these

conditions, and when killed not a single microbe was

found in their blood or tissues Guinea pigs, then, can

get along swimmingly without bacteria, but whether

men could do so is a matter still doubtful.

Phrenology has been a favourite science of the
Minnesota Legislature this year, and bills to appoint a

State Commission of Phrenology, a State phrenologist,
who is to examine not le-s than 2,000 heads a year, and
an assistant State phrenologist, have been introduced.
A learned professor of phrenology has been having the
free use of the hall of the House of Representatives at

night for the purpose of giving instruction in the exterior
detailsofheadworks.

The Queen has become very fond of the game of
‘patience,’ and passed away many hours when on her

way to Cimiez with the 1 ttle ‘patience’ table (which

was introduced to her by one of her ladies) before her.

A ‘ patience ’ table isa simple matter, just a light flat

piece of wood covered evenly with green cloth, for holding

upon the knee, and the cards used are about half the

usual size, and kept compactly in little boxes The

game is becoming more and more popular with ladies,

just as popular in its quiet way as ‘ puff ball ’ in its ratt-

ling way. By the by, if you wish to be a success at a

country house, you really must learn ‘ puff ball ’ before

you accept your invitation.

Men and Women.

OF
the fourteen reputed centenarians who died dur-
ing the past year, no fewer than eleven were

women, says the Illustrated London News. Out
of the 168persons who were declared as over 90 vears of

age at death, 103 were women. The superior longevity
of the female sex is a well-established fact. To some ex-

tent it depends, of course, on their more sheltered way o

living, but by no means exclusively, as the women of the

labouring classes show a great vital tenacity as well as

those who have an easy timeof it in the world. The vital

power of girls is shown in babyhood, for though about
104 boys are bom to every too girls, the females have

more that overtaken fhe deficiency before the end of the

first year. In other words, the beliefof old nurses that

boys are harder to rear than girls is a true one.

Now deformities and ailments crowd fast after the

inventions that characterise the end of the nineteenth
century. The bicycle has brought a ‘ hump ’in the

spine of the devotee who has carried wheeling beyond a

pastime into a habit. The typewriter is giving flat
fingers and thumbs to the aproned and smiling girls who

tap the keys for a living. Electric cars, through their

swiftness and rocking motion, are shredding the nerves

of passengers. And so itgoes with this and that novelty.
Each makes its evil as well as its beneficent impress on

humanity. But the ‘ telephone arm ’is an unexpected
addition to the list. An employee in a large mercantile
house writes :—‘ lam a victim of the “ telephone arm.”

Do you know what that is ? Presuming you do not,

I will tell you. It is a deformity I have developed
from using the telephone in the office of my employer.
Now, our telephone is fastened on the wall at a height
where it is necessary for me to stand up to use it. We

send messages nearly all day. When we have no mes-

sages to send others are talking with us. So I do more

telephone work than typewriting, although I am a type-
writer. The result is my left arm becomes so accus-

tomed to holding thereceiver at my ear that I can hardly
get it down by my side. I think my spine is getting
crooked, too. Now, I want to suggest that alltelephones
now fastened to walls should be lowered to three and a-

half feet from the floor, and that stools should be pro-

vided for people to siton and a rest for the elbow. Then

the “telephone arm
” and the “telephone back ” would

not be possible.’ •

A society girl has found how to become a reigning
beauty—for a night,at least • Why, Maud !’ exclaimed

a friend, who found her at her desk surrounded by a

score or more missives addressed in mamma’s name to

divers young men of their ac iaintance, ‘ are you going
to give a big party?’ ‘Not at all, my dear,’ answered

the eighteen-year-old Machiavel in petticoats. ‘ But I

am going to go to Mrs M ’s dance next week, and I

told mamma it would be a good scheme to ask all these
men to dinner for the night before. Of course, at such
notice not more than two or three willbe disengaged, so

it is perfectly safe to ask twenty, and then, in common

decency, they must come up and express their regrets
at the dance, so I shall appear to be quite a favourite,
and they cannot very well get out of asking me for a

dance.’

Domestic servants have now their calling cards and

their‘days,’ or rather ‘nights.’ A lady theother day
found a visiting card in her kitchen inscribed, ‘ Miss
E W Ist and 3rd Tuesdays,’ and on inquiry dis-

covered that it had been left by a friend of the cook.

Mr Joseph Chamberlain has always loved work for

work’s sake. As a lad at school he had no sympathy
with boys who shirked their tasks through idleness, and

his manner ofbeginning a holiday was to rise at as early
an hour as possible. He was only a youth in his teens

when, says Cassell’s Saturday Journal, he joined his

father in business, and he has always been proud of his

connection with trade. It is not generally recognised
that he isan ardent philanthropist, but it was due to his

energy that Birmingham was cleared of its ‘ rookeries,’
while the statesman’s private charities are said to be as

large as they are unostentatious.

An English scholar utters a protest against the ugli-
ness and pedantry of the phrase ‘such an one.’ The

only apparent justification for the use of ‘ an ’ is that our

eyes may be satisfied by seeing it before the vowel,
whereour grammar primers had laid down that it should

always Ire. But when read aloud, ‘ such an one ’is

simply barbarous, and the very authors who seem to

lose no opportunity of writing it, would hesitate, the
correspondent thinks, to speak of ‘an one-armed man,’
or ‘an one-sided judgment.’ While the phrase was the
mark of the superior person it did not much matter, but

now that its use is becoming alarmingly general, it

seems quite time to inquire whether it is worthy of re-

ceiving the imprimatur of established custom.
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MUSIC

A
CONCERT was given at Waitara lately at which

the prizes to the winning teams in the late

regatta were given. The following took part in

it :—Mrs G. Fraser, Misses E. and B. Tatten, Thomas,
Edwards, Hine', Jackson and Snell, Messrs Butterworth,

Mooseman, Beckbessinger, G. Fraser and G. McComish.

In Wanganui on Friday last a benefit concert was

given to Miss Cecelia Dampier, but owing to theweather

the attendance was not so good, and it must have been

disappointing to Dr. Hatherley and other kind friends

who had organised the entertainment. Nevertheless,

the audience was most enthusiastic, evidently appreciat-
ing the programme submitted. Miss Dampiergave three

numbers—* Legende,’ * A Fantasia on American Airs,’

and ‘ Cavalleria Rusticana,- allof which were so artistic-

ally rendered that encoreswere demandedineach instance,

the talented young violinst responding respectively with
* Canzonette,’ * Pierne’sSerenade,’ and ‘ Cavatina.’ Miss

Millicent Gilbert played a pianoforte solo, ' The Brook,’

by Pape. Mr S. Austin also played a pianoforte solo.

Miss Alice Willis made her dtbftt as a vocalist, and was

heard to great advantage in ‘La Seraneta,’ by Tosti,
the violin obligato being played by Miss Dampier,
and * A Gipsy Maiden I,’ by Henry Parker. Both songs
were rendered in a tasteful and expressive manner, the
last number being encored. Miss Willis possesses a

very fine voice, and it is hoped she may soon be heard

again, Mr Atmore sang in his usual style, * The Devout
Lover,’ and ‘The Bedouin Love Song,’ the latter being
deservedly encored. A studied and expressive rendition

oi a musical recitation, ‘ The Chapel Bell,’ was given by
Mr A. R. Consterdine. Mr Consterdine also acted dur-

ing the evening as accompanist.

The Picton Football Minstrels gave an entertainment

in the Public Hall in aid of the Literary Institute. Mr

Wilmott was manager, and made an excellent Mr John-

siug. Mr J. Williams as Sambo, and Mr R. Biddle as

Bones werealso good. Several local conundrums were

brought in and received in good part. The soloists

were Messrs Wilmott, Western, McMahon, Biddle, and

Price. A stump speech was rendered, and also a cornet

and flute solo. The wind-up was a farce entitled

‘ Laughing Gas,’ and ‘ God Save the Queen ’ by the

Minstrels. There was a very good house, and an ap-

preciative one, so that the funds of the Institute will be
augmented by the affair.

Lassen, the composer, and d’Albert, the pianist, have
been engaged in a libel suit. The pianist has been
awarded $l2 damages by a Girmau jury.

A pan-artistic study tour to Bayreuth is now being or-

ganised in New York. It is called a Musico-Literary

Excursion and Pilgrimage to the Festival. It will leave

New York June 26th by the steamship ‘ Umbria.’ The

cost of membership for 68 days will be /"nz, all travel-

ling expenses included. The line of march will be

Liverpool, London, Brussels, Cologne, Bonn, Mayence,
Heidelberg, Leipsic, Berlin, Dresden, Vienna, Salzburg,
Munich, Nuremberg, Bayreuth, where a halt will be

made to attend the second Cycle of Der Ring Des Nibe-

lungen, for five days. August 6th, will leave Stuttgart
for Strasburg, thence toParis, London, Oxford, Warwick,
Stratford-on-Avon, Liverpool, New York.

A Belgian paper says that during a theatrical repre-

sentation in one of the Western States of America, the

performance was just going to begin when several well-

dressed men appeared among the performers, who,
drawing revolvers from their pockets, began to fire

among the spectators, some of whom fell, overcome

with fear. This caused a slight feeling of surprise and ap
prehension. When the manager appeared in white kid

gloves and white cravat and said: ‘Gentlemen, the

spectators are requested to reassure themselves. We are

simply firing on the mus’eal critics.’ This and similar

tales are religiously believed on the continent of Eurcpe
with regard to doings in America.

M. Calabresi, one of the directors of La Monnaie
Theatre, Brussels, told a friend a very funny story of his

experience with a gaoler. He said: —‘ About thirty
years ago I was installed as manager of the Grand
Theatre at Liege, rather a hazardous position at that time,

for two of my predecessors had failed, one after the

other. When I had held the position about a week I

received a visit from a gentleman who addressed me

thus : “Sir, I am governor of the prison of this town,
and I dare to hope that, according to custom, you will
grant me a free pass to your theatre.” “Pardon,
Monsieur,” said I, quite overcome,

“ but I fail to see

what connection there is between your functions and

the favour you solicit.” ‘‘That, however, is very-

simple,” replied he. “ Without doubt you are not

ignorant that Ihave had the honour of sheltering your

predecessors for the twenty years that I have held office,
and they would all tell you that I treated them well and

paid them all the little attentions reconcilable with the

exigencies of my position. Do you not think, sir, that
that gives me a title to your consideration ? Your pre-

decessors have always given me a pass, and I believe

they have not regretted it.” For an instant I thought
of showing the gentleman the door, but on reflection
it struck me that there was no saying what might
happen, so I gave him the pass.’ ‘And you have
never had to take advantage ofhis “ little attentions ?” ’
asked M. Calabresi’s friend. ‘ Faith, o ; I have suc-

ceeded splenndidly.’

During the past year the British Museum has acquired
1,391 works on music and 4,793 scores and pieces of
music, including some pencil sketches of Beethoven
from the years 1825 and 1826.

A curious tale is told about Ad. Adam, the author of

’ If I Were a King,’ to whose memory a monument is

going to be raised at Longjumeau. The title of the

‘ Postillion of Longjumeau,’ the celebrated opera
comique, had been taken for a sign by a country inn-

kesper in that neighbourhood. In 1870, during the war,

the German soldiers carried off the gracious effigy of the

famous postillion, who was as much celebrated in their

country as in France. After the war the inhabitants,
whoregarded their sign as a historical souvenir, claimed
it back from the Germans. The restitution took place
some time after, and now the painting again swings
proudly over the door of the village innkeeper.

The sentimental tenor is disappointing in person as

well as in voice. One learns that he coddleshimself;
has unsentimental colds in his head, a red nose on occa-

sion, and a cantankerous whine that his music is not

properlyappreciated. He isone of the ‘ catches ’of the
season’s entertainments. He is not always to be had,
holdshimself in aristocratic seclusion, and keeps early
hours. His lurking fear that some unmusical woman

will want to attach herself to him in a matrimonial con-

nection is too apparent for him to drink his tea with easy

grace, cr to talk of his soul with the freedom and assur-

anceof confidence which that subject demands.

KLEPTOMANIA AMONGST WOMEN.

Mr Curtis Bennett, who has been for more than

twelve years Metropolitan Magistrate in the West End
district of Marylebone, has stated, as the result of his
experience that kleptomania is exclusively confined to
the female sex. It is only known, however, by that
name when it occurs in better-class circles; amongst
poorer persons it is always called by the vulgar name of

thieving. Mr Bennett traced the practice to the passion
amongst females for striking bargains and the strong
desire that they had of boasting that they had secured a

bargain, and it was for carrying out the bargaining
system that women sometimes seemed to think that it
was a higher achievement if they got what they wanted
for nothing. This, Mr Bennett said, was the only mode
that he knew of accounting for the extended practice
of kleptomania, which was actually stealing. Possibly
this explanation may be the true one, but the extra-
ordinary part of the circumstance is that, although Mr
Bennett called kleptomania thieving, he did not punish
it as ifit were, or as he would have done if this thieving
had been performed by one of the inferior masculine
sex. It is worthy of remark that the advocates of what
are called women’s rights never make the slightest en-

deavour to equalise the position of the sexes where the

disadvantage is on the side of men. Here is an obvious
inequality between the treatment meted out to the two
sexes. Is this to be regarded as one of the injustices to
women ? Are they not to be considered as equally re-

sponsible for their actions with men ? Even in the case

of much more serious crimes there is always a great out-

cry against the punishment of awoman if it should be

equal to that which would have been inflicted on a
man. The recent case of the deliberate murder of a

merchant in his own office by a woman who took a re-

volver for the purpose, and not only took his life, but
attempted to take that of his sister, has caused an im-
mense amount of sympathy, not for the murdered man,
but for the murderess. Had the sex of the two parties
been reversed no agitation whatever would have been
made to save the life of the criminal, but tens of thou-
sands of signatures were appended to the memorial for
the reprieve of this miserable woman. Processions of
shopwomen in Liverpool made their way to the office of
her solicitor, and handed in the petitions, signed by
12.000 persons, to be presented to the Home Secretary.
The woman might have been a heroine, and she would
hardly have excited greater sympathy. Theresult of the
agitation has been the sudden discovery that the murder-
ess was notanswerable for her actions, and as a criminal
lunatic the remainder of her life will be passed in the
asylum at Broadmoor. The disadvantages arenot always
on the side of the women. Possibly, with equal rights
will come equal responsibilities.

Mrs Lynn Linton says that ‘ The day of woman’s ab-

solute supremacy is dawning ; and, with this, the end of
England's national glory is at hand.*

Plays and Players

THE decision of Messrs Williamson and Musgrove
not to grant any more licenses to New Zealand
amateurs to play operas of which they hold the

rights has caused a mild consternation in some quarters.

Chirgwin, the ‘white-eyed Kaffir,’ who has been

making his /’loo a week in Australia under Rickards,
goes to New York shortly under engagement at /’l5O a

week.

Mr Brough has engaged Harry Plummer as leading
juvenile for the Adelaide and New Zealand seasons.

Titberadge is going to England with his wife and

family after his New Zealand tour with the Broughs.

Mr Walter Bentley is appearing at what are billed as

1 Saturday Night Pops ’ at the Centennial Hall, Brisbane.
Mr James Bain, who was with the Godfrey Company,
contributes to the same entertainment.

Hindoo acrobats are still ahead of their European
rivals. One who moves about on a long stick is the
latest novelty. This performer is mounted on a bamboo

pole about fifteen feet high, the top of which is tied to a

girdle wornaround his waist. A small cushion is fastened
a few feet down the pole, which acts as a leg rest. The
acrobat hops around a large space in the liveliest way,

uttering cheeiful shouts and accompanied by the

tapping of a curious drem. He also executesa sort of

dance and goes through a little pantomime. Itis a mar-

vellous feat of equilibrium. To walk on a pair of stilts

as high as this would be a performance worthy of exhibi-

tion on our variety stage. But to hop around one is
quite another thing, as you will soon find if you attempt
it.

The career of Sarah Bernhardt should give great en-

couragement to unsuccessful aspirants. On making her

first appearance, when about seventeen, at the Comedie
Francaise, she failed so completely as to induce her to

abandon the stage. In a short time ambition again as-

serted itself, and in Victor Hugo’s ‘ Ruy Blas ’ a great
success was won.

As if the ‘ matinee hat ’ were not infliction enough,
there is another theatrical woe threatening us. The

Marie Antoinette style of hairdressing now promises to

obstruct the view of theatre-goers. The manager of a

fashionable hairdressing establishment says this tower-

ing style of coiffure, so popular in Paris at present, has

already struck the fancy of our ladies. The hairdresser,

speaking of the new coiffure, said :—‘ I attribute the pre-

valence of beautiful hairdressing to the hat agitation.
If a woman has to take off her hat she likes to have her

hairprettily arranged in coils or puffs, for she knows it

will appear to much better advantage at the theatrethan

at a party, where she is moving about.’

Cleopatra is perhaps the most overwhelming char-

acter in all drama—not, indeed, the must difficult to act,
but the most impossible to be. The imagination of ages
has dwelt upon this woman until it has not so much

idealised as deified her. Not Helen herself has assumed
in our thoughts such superhuman proportions. In defi-
anceof reason, and even ofhistory, we endue her with

the greatness ofher great lovers.

* Did I, Charmian,

Ever love Coesar so?'

is a terrible phrase to live up'to ; and yet the greatest of
her lovers was not Caesar, not Pompey, not Antony, but

the man who said of her—

Age cannot wither her, norcustom stale
Her infinite variety.

and who put on her dying lips such incomparable words
as—

Show me,my women, like a queen; go fetch

My best attires; 1 am againfor Ci/dnuJi,
To meet Mark Antony.

How simple they are—how obvious, one might almost

say—and yet how utterly beyond the reach ofany other

poet than Shakespeare ! —William Archer.

Tracing the history of comedy from its earliest begin-
ning Mr Geo. Meredith points out that whereas tragedy
can and does appeal to man in all stages of his develop-
ment, the comic spirit never makes its appearance in a

community until that community has advanced several

stageson the high road of civilisation. ‘ Eastward, ’ says
Mr Meredith, ‘ you have total silence of comedy among
a people intensely susceptible to laughter, asthe “ Arabian

Nights” will testify. Where the veil is over women's

faces, you cannot have society, without which th« senses

are barbarous, and the comic spirit is driven to the

gutters of grossnesa to slake its thirst.’ Again Mr

Meredith remarks, ‘ There never will be civilisation
where comedy isnot possible ; and that comes of some

degree of social equality of the sexes.’

Mme. Sarah Bernhardt has finished the bust of M.
Sardou, on which she has been working off and on for a

couple of months. The likeness is said to be striking,
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but, good or bad, the work will be one of the curiosities
of the Champs Elysees Salon, where for many years past
the celebrated actress had not been an exhibitor.

Duse, who is now playing in Italy, is said to have

reaped a golden harvest in Russia, where the receipts
were never less than 5,000 rubles aperformance—equiva
lent to about Z7°o.

‘ The one great secret of successful conjuring is very

simple,’ says a famous wizard. •It consists merely of

doing things when people are not looking at you.

‘ You’ll probably call that absurd, but it is really the
case. Allone has to do is to make the audience look in

one direction while the deception is being worked in an-

other, and that is easy enough. I needn’t even speak a

word. I have merely to look fixedly at a certain thing.
The eyes of the spectators invariably follow mine, and

during the ten or fifteen seconds that they are thus
occupied, I can do what I want to make the trick a suc-

cess.’

At Berlin, the popular theatre, Libre, founded in 1892,
with a uniform price of admission of about 6d, has pros-

pered in a most extraordinary manner. Absolutely in-

dependent, supported entirely by the popular classes,
this house has grown in public estimation in proportion
as several others have declined.

The question of theatre hats agitated the public mind
as long ago as the reign of Louis XV. An historian of
that period, Metra, relates that on the 18th of January,
1777> at the opera a gentleman, finding himself placed
behind a lady wearing a hat with excessively high
plumes proposed to her that she should either take off

her hat or change places with him. The lady rejected
both propositions, and the gentleman, becoming im-

patient at seeing nothing, cut the feathers off with a pair
of scissors.

Blondin, whose recent death has brought his name

back to the Italian memory did not create the same im-

pression here as in other places (writes the Rome corres-

pondent of the Dramatic Mirror). Years before he
traversed Italian rivers on the tight rope a woman had
done still more than that. In Florence she descended
into the public square from the highest steeple in the

place, and in Rome she performed tricks on a rope
stretched from one end of Piazza Mayona to the other,
when the piazza was purposely flooded, and all the

aristocracy of Rome drove round and round it, with the

water reaching to the horses’ shoulders. This woman,
whose name was Sagni, danced on the tight rope at 70

years of age. Her teats are mentioned in many cele-
brated works. Janin mentions her and also Dickens.
Blondin was unfortunate in Florence. He fell from his
cord. He was inconsolable at this coming, as it did,
after Niagara.

THE KINETOGRAPH IN WAR.

Under the above heading a writer in a photographic
monthly asks the question why the kinetoscope should
be ‘ confined to the reproduction of ordinary scenes for
amusement merely,’ and * that kinetograms of genuine
scientific interest and value will also be taken, specially
of events which are of rare occurrence. ’ He is pleased
to find that the ‘ recent artificial railway collision in
Texas was kinetographed,’ and hopes that *in future
cases of any extraordinary phenomenon which can by
any means be anticipated, such as the explosion of a

mine, the eruption ofa volcano, and, above all, the en-

counter of two armies in battle, some competent kineto-

grapher will be in attendance.’ He instances the fact
that ‘not a single instantaneous photogram of an actual
battle-scene in the late Chino-Japanese war was pub-
lished in any of the illustrated papers.’ Where is the
photographer who would carry his paraphernalia to the
proximity of a mine explosion, or lay his life at the
mercy of a volcano as it belches forth its sulphurous
fires, or, more deadly still, the myriads of death mes-

sengers that fly on the field of battle? • Anybody,’ the

writer says, ‘ can imagine what a battle is like, as well
as an artist.’ ‘ What we want is to know exactly what it
really is.’ The writer further suggests that' ‘ kineto-
graphers take more pains to have their kinetographs far
enough away from the scene of the action to avoid the
effect being marred by figures bobbing up half a dozen
times while crossing the field of view close to the instru-
ment. The operator should stand at least a few yards
from the nearest moving object.’ Good advice ; but one
would think that the operator should be better a mile
away, so that his operations might notbe marred by any
strange bullets, or be encompassed by a shower of shot
and shell, as he might then feel themoving objects mar-

ring his pictures, and spoiling his view, optically or
otherwise. The suggestion of the writer might have
been easily realised in the days of Bruce and Wallace
when the sword, battleaxe, and spear were the principal
weapons of offence and defence, but when modern
invention has made hand-to hand conflict almost im-
possible, it is scarcely likely that the snap-shottists will
be found on the field of war armed with a kinetoscope.

CYCLING.

THE following definition of an ideal touring cycle
will doubtless be useful. It should not weigh
less than 321b., nor more than 381b., and should

have mud-guards and an oil-containing gear case. The

gear should not be more than 6oin., andthe throw ofthe

crank The handle bars should be flat, or slightly
raised, and the handles brought well back. The brake

should be rubber shod to prevent injury to the tyre.
For a heavy rider a 2in. roadster pneumatic tyre is re-

commended, but for a rider of average weight a ijjin.
would be sufficiently large. The saddle should be of
fair size and wide at the back. A very small saddle is

most uncomfortable after riding any distance.

Cycling has certainly ‘caught on’ in New Zealand,
and become a recognised, we had almost said the recog-

nised, mode of propulsion amongst all classes of society,
all ages, and both sexes. In the pursuit young New

Zealand, as usual, is well to the fore. We present our

readers in this issue with a portrait of, we believe, the
youngest cyclist not only in this colony, but so far as we

are aware of, in the world. Master Fred Howard was

born on October 30th, 1893, and commenced to pedal at

the age of two and a-balf years, i.e. , May, 1896, on a

machine with pneumatic tyres and all other modern im-

provements, built specially for him by S. R. Stedman,
of Dunedin. The machine weighs Islb, isin wheel

geared to 3oin. Master Howard rides well and cleverly,
was recently elected a member of the Wanderers’
Bicycle Club (Napier), of which his father is a vice-

president.

England seems to be some way behind many Conti-

nental countries in the matter of finger posts and mile-

stones. Probably France has the best system, and like

most European countries, has adopted the metrical

measurement. Not only are the distances, even on the

bye road, accurately detailed, but every turn, every

bifurcation, and every junction is carefully finger-posted.
To lose one’s selfon a French road is almost a matter of

impossibility. In Germany a similar system is adopted,
and evenin Russia the milestones and finger posts are

much better and comparatively more numerous than in
England. When the railway era began, English roads
commenced to be less used, but with the advent of the
cycle, and the possibility of motor vehicles, the high-

ways of the country will once more regain their useful-

ness, so that more attention should now be paid to the

betterment of our roads, and the improvement of our

milestone and finger post system. It would be a great
step in advance if the metrical system of measurement

could be adopted.

At a meeting at Christchurch, it was stated that there

were between 4,000 and 6,000 bicycles in and around

Christchurch, and as the estimated cost of each of these

was at least /16 or £l7, there was between /'yo.ooo and
£lOO,OOO invested in them.

Mr Ernest Leitch, representative of the Australian
Motor Car and Cycle Company, is travelling through
New Zealand, and arrives in Napier shortly. Hewill be

well remembired by those interested in cycling as an

English racing man, who has beaten Zimmerman, the
famous American champion, no less than twice. Mr

Leitch holds some Scotch records, and was a member of

the Polytechnic Club, Loudon.

The recent success of W. J. Peall in his sensational
billiard match with Roberts reminds one that this

wonderful player has for many years been an ardent de-

votee of the cycle, his first ride having been a boneshaker

late in the sixties. An interesting interview withhim on

the subject of his cycling career appears in the current

issue of The Cycle. When asked whether cycling had

any injurious effect upon his playing powers, he related

the following incident : —‘ Some five or six years since I

was playing a big match at the Aquarium. I rode then

a solid tyred machine, and you, of course, know what

smooth riding that meant. Well, I went for a longer
spin than usual one morning, did thirty miles in all, and
had to ride quickly to get to the Aquarium in time to

play. I arrived with not even a moment to spare to

change my knickers, and played in them, making a

break of over 1,300, so that cycling would seem rather to

improvethan to impair the nervoussystem. Of course, I

am talking of cycling in moderation —not scorching or

racing. The continual strain of fast riding may have

some effect, but as I never ride at more than ten miles

an hour I cannot say.’

A Home writer says : ‘ One can hardly imagine a more

suitable recreation for hospital nurses than cycling.
After the close atmosphere of the hospital ward, a spin
through the country on a cycle must act as a wonderful

tonic. The nurses of Guy’s have quite a large club, and

I hear now that at St. Thomas’ Hospital there is just as

much enthusiasm for the pastime as at Guy’s. Of

course, when out cycling, the nurses do not wear their

hospital garb, but a special uniform which is not so con-

spicuous.’

SOME EFFECTS OF THE CYCLE BOOM.

‘That staid and respectable journal, the Spectator,

some little time ago said that “ the moment bicycles cost

£5, will last for ten years, and are independent of re-

pairs, bicycles will become for all the healthy the uni-

versal means of locomotion.” Well, we haven’t quite
arrived at that point, but we seem to be very near it.

‘ Everybody who can afford it—and, for that matter, a

great many who can’t—is going in for a
“ wheel,” with

the result that the immense expenditure of money on

cycles has naturally curtailed the spending power of the

public in other directions, and tradespeople of all sorts

are beginning to cry out that their businesses are being

ruined by the cycle boom.

* A writer in one of the American monthlies some time

ago made an inquiry into the effects of the cycle boom

on trade generally, and the result of his investigation
certainly makes very curious reading.

‘The jeweller and watchmaker seem to have been hit

hardest of all. When grandpapa wishes to give his

little grandson a Christmas or New Year present, heCARNELL, PHOTO.

MASTER FRED HOWARD.

BURRIDGE, PHOTO.

MRS CARLILE,
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Sat., June 12, 1897. THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC. 765



doesn't offer him a watch as he used to do ; he gives him
instead a cycle. Young ladies, too, in asking their dear

papas for a birthday gift invariably choose a • bike’ in

preference to a new piano.
* In proof of the latter statement it may be noted that

the piano trade of the United States fell 50 per cent,

during the season of 1595-96, and this phenomenal de-
crease is attributed solely to the cycle boom.

' The booksellers complain that cycling prevents their

patrons from indulging in their usual amount ofreading,
with the result that their trade suffers. One latge news-

agency in New York city declares that its loss this year

(1896) from cycle competition amounts to nearly half a

million dollars.

‘Warehousemen say that the passion for cycling
amongst the ladies is having a disastrous effect on their
sales of dress goods, for the modern maid prefers riding
out on her cycle of an evening to sitting in a drawing-
room arrayed in fine and expensive apparel.

‘ The tailors and batters come next with a complaint
that they are injured because the cycling “Johnnies ”

ride out in cheap cycling suits and cloth caps. Even

the tobacconist and publican imagine they have good
grounds for complaint against the new craze. One of

the tobacco trade journals in the States declares that the

consumption of cigars has fallen off during 1596 at the

rate ofone million a day, which means a daily loss of
close on /9.000, averaging each “weed” at 2d. The

complaint of Boniface, however, is a little more difficult
to understand, because one would naturally conclude

that cycling was an incentive to thirst. Probably the

sore point with mine host arises from the fact that

cyclists generally call for “ soft ” drinks, which are as a

rule cheaper.
‘At first sight it seems difficult to understand how

cycling could injure the tonsorial art, yet it is a fact that

barbers in the States are crying out because of the com-

petition of the “ wheel.’’ A New Y'ork “knight of the

strop and razor ’ explains the matter very pithily :—
There’s nothing in my business any longer,” he says,

“ the cycle has ruined it. Before the bicycle craze struck

us, men used to come in on a Saturday afternoon, and

get a shave, and a hair cut, and, maybe, a shampoo, in

order to take their iady friends to the theatre, or go out

somewhere else of an evening. Now they go off on a

’ bike,’ and don’t care whether they're shaved or not.
You see where it harms us is that when a man skips a

shave to-day we can't sell him two shaves to-morrow—-

that shave is gone forever.’

* If the cycle has injured many trades, however, it has

also benefited not a few. The manufacture of the

bicycle itself has developed into a gigantic industry, and
is the means of circulating thousands of pounds every
week in the shape of wages and salaries. In Coventry
alone, the headquarters of the cycle business, it is esti-

mated that close on 20,000 persons are employed in turn-

ing out machines.
•

One of the most amusing aspects of the cycle boom
in Coventry has been the effect which it has had on the

local matrimonial market. So rapidly has the popula-
tion of the town increased that house accommodation is

not to be had for love or money, and as a consequence
many would-be Benedicts have had to postpone the

happy day simply because they could find no accommo-

dation for their new-made brides.

* The railway and shipping companies, too, are largely
benefited by the cycle boom in the way of extra freight
for carriage of cycles.

' In this connection it is interesting tonote that several

large Transatlantic lines which formerly carried passen-

gers' cycles free are nowcharging auniform rateof tos6d

for each machine, and, as very few Yankee tourists now-

adays travel without their “ bike,” it willreadily be seen

that a very considerable item has thus been added to the

shipowner's income.
• Quite the latest development of the cycling craze in

what we know as the upper circles is the formation of a

Cycling Chaperon Association. This new profession is

designed to meet the scruples of timid *

pas ' and ‘ mas,’
who would never think ofallowing their daughters to go

cycling without a proper escort. It should be added
that the membership of the new society is made up

principally of spinsters of uncertain age.’

Whatever may be said of American bicycles, there can

be no doubt that some of the smartest things in cycle
accessories come from the other side of the Atlantic. Mr

A. W. Gamage, the cyclists' universal provider, of

Holbor, has returned from a visit to America, where he
has been picking up all that is best in cycle novelties,
and oneof tbe most saleable things he has brought back

is a miniature telescopic tyre inflstor, worked by the

pressure of one's foot, and which, when not in use, can

be compressed into a ridiculously small space and

carried in one's tool bag.

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION.

Apply Sulpholine Lotion. It drives away pimples
blotches, roughness, redness, and all disfigurements
Sulpholine develops a lovely skin is bottles Made

in London—(Advt).

SPORTS & PASTIMES.
(BY ARGUS.)

♦> <♦

To Secretaries of Sailing, Rowing, Swimming,
Cycling, Cricket, Bowling, Tennis and Golf-

Clubs.

(It having been suggested to the editor of tbe New Zealand
Graphic that members of athleticclubs are desirous of better
representation in the press, as totheir doings, we have decided
to set apart a special space for the purpose of chronicling the
events m the several branches of sport mentioned, and will be
obliged if secretaries will forward each week any interesting
items of news. Our columns will also be openat all times to
correspondence relative to matters affecting sport, and we will
be glad toanswer queries of a similar character.!

FOOTBALL.

RESULT OF MATCHES PLAYED TO DATE.

The conclusion of the first round of the Cup matches

leaves Parnell and Ponsonby far ahead of the others,
having each won four games and lost one. I don’t
think there can be much doubt as to the ultimate
winners, and I plump for Ponsonby, with the Shore as

runners-up.

PARNELL V. GRAFTON.

The match between these old rivals was very interest-

ing. and Parnell may thank their lucky star they were

not severely beaten. Grafton had a lot the better of tbe

game, and had their following-up been better, they
would undoubtedly have scored on several occasions.

Parnell, too, had bad luck, inasmuch asthey had three
or four unsuccessful shots at the goal. Now and then
the players were considerably confused by the howling
and hooting of the spectators, who evidently desired to

influence theumpire, MrKattems. He, sensible man,took
nonotice of theboodlums, whoseignoranceof thegamewas

apparently only equalled by their lack of common sense.

The first spell was chiefly remarkable for aseries of very fine
passing runsby the backs of both teams, and by sound de-
fensive play by the forwards. Grafton men evinced a

decided off-side tendency, and deserved to have a couple
of penalty goals scored against them. I have no donbt
that the time will eventually come when points will be
awarded against a team whose men are addicted to con-

stant off-side play. Gordon and P. Murray were the
pick of Parnell forwards in the first spell, and Handcock
played a fine game. This player doesnot appear tomake
the best use of his opportunities, being probably unable

to correctly judge the effect of certain play. D'Arcy, at

five-eighths, was fairly successful, though not nearly
smart enough in close play ; he seems to rely too much

on his kicking abilities, thus neglecting opportunities of
running and passing. Jervis seemed now and then to be
his old self, and several brilliant dashes revealed the fact
that he is rapidly coming back to form. Smith, as full
for Grafton, generally played a good game, but some-

times he didn’t seem to know what to do with the ball,
and hung on to it for choice with almost fatal results.

D Hay was also an offender in this respect, though
otherwise his playing was first-class. C. Hay, five-
eighths, was a long way ahead of D'Arcy, and fre-
quently put in very useful work. The first spell
ended without any score being registered, and the
second spell was simply a repetition of the play,
with the exception, viz., tbatsbortly after the start some

splendid passing runs were made by Parnell, the ball

being anchored in Grafton’s 25. Here Jervis secured it,
and in a trice propelled it over the bar. Grafton woke

up after this andtime and again assailed their opponents'
line, but without avail, the match resulting in a win for
Parnell by 4 points to nothing.

NORTH SHORE V. CITY.

This match was contested at Devonport, and resulted

in a win for the local team by 1 to nil. Shortly after
City s kick off, North Shore rushed the ball down to the
visitor's 25 ; from a loose scrum Clark secured the oval,
and evading the City forwards, potted a beautiful
goal. Thus encouraged. North Shore continued these
tactics, and Francis, taking a pass, slipped over

the line, but the ball was recalled, and a scrum

formed for a throw-forward. City awakened to the fact
that they had met a team above their expectations, and

endeavoured to amend matters. The ball went out at

centre; P. Gerrard marked, but nothing was gained, as

he kicked while some of his forwards were in front.
City by a passing run carried the leather to North
Shore territory, it going out at the quarter-flag. From

a scrum the oval got into Clark's hands, who

kicked, and following up transferred the play

into City’s dominions, a scrum for knock-on taking
place in front of City’s goal; a free kick for obstruction
brought the ball to the centre, and a series of scrams

followed, neither side gaining ground. Smith taking a

pass got clean away from the ruck and looked like scor-

ing, but Cardno brought him down. Exchange Kicks
amongst the backs ended in a throw-out near the City’s
25 ; free kicks for off side play in quick succession, both
sides offending (two each), took the oval out near the

centre when the whistle blew for conclusion of first spell.
North Shore 4 points, City nil.

The Shore backs showed a decided improvement on

former occasions; the passing was exceptionally good,
and the forwards were much superior to their opponents.

During the interval a line flag, the colours ofthe Club,
and with the monogram in gold letters, was presented to

North Shore by the ladies of Chelsea. Three cheers for
the ladies were given by therecipients, and the City team

courteously did the same.

After duly sucking the proverbial lemon, the second
spell started, Hyland kicking off for City. Dacre for

offside play gave. a free kick to City near North Shore’s

25 ; Absolum took a place at goal, but kicking low, the
ball rebounded off the opposing forwards. North Shore
were pressed. H. Gerrard clearing the line; Smith
kicked hard along the touch line, and following up

smartly, looked like scoring, the ball, however, going in
touch in-goal. Pitt, from a free kick near the
halfway, made a sensational drop at goal, the ball

falling a little short: City forced. Shortly afterwards
P. Gerrard took a pot at the bar, again forcing City.
The City, with a good forward rush, carried the oval

down the field, and looked like scoring, but Cardno
turned the tide, and North Shore responding, the ball

went out at the City 25. From a scrum, P. Gerrard

secured and transferred to J. Mays, who in turn passed
to White, the latter securing a try ; Clark did not regis-
ter . Mays took a pass, and got wellaway, but as the ball

was thrown forward he was called back. From a

scrum, Purdie got through, and carried the ball to
the City quarter ; some good passing runs by the North

Shore backs penned the City men, and Francis had a clear

run in, but unfortunately the ball was passed forward.
Mays watched for an opportunity, and picking up
smartly let Pitt have it, who, with a dodgy run, evaded
the City backs, and scored a try. Clark on this occa-

sion placed the ball over the centre of the cross bar.

There was very little time left, and City’s chance of pre-
venting a defeat was out of the question. Nevertheless,
they gamely stuck to it, but at the sounding of the
whistle the ball was in mid field without further score.

North Shore had the better of thegame from the start,
the passing of the backs was exceptionally good, and
equal to any seen on the ground this season. Cardno
again played a slashing game at full, collaring and kick-
ing well. Francis, Clark, Gerrard brothers, and Nichol-
son all were in good form, and took a lot of stopping.
The forwards, as a whole, made a grand display, not a

man shirking, and the City backs had no opportunities.
The wing men were great stumbling-blocks.

The play of the City team was rather disappointing.
Of courseSmith was there, and put in a great amount of
work, and required a lot of watching. Cories seemed

lost, no doubt being rather surprised at the quickness of
the opposing wings, who spoiled him on so many occa-

sions. Absolum did all he could but makes the mistake
ofattempting torun round ; in one endeavour he simply
rau straight across the ground, and gained, perhaps, a

foot. Hyland was the pick of the forwards. Jordan,
Connell, and Brown were also conspicuous.

Mr Campbell, as referee, was very successful in his

first venture in a senior contest. He made no errors,
and gave every satisfaction to both sides.

PONSONBY V. NEWTON.

This match was a perfect farce, Newton only playing
10 men, and not taking the slightest interest in the
game. The first spell was concluded with the score at —

Ponionby 3, Newton o, a try being secured by Renwick.
After the interval the game was continued, but after

Ponsonby had scored two more tries (Renwick and

Braithwaite), the teams decided to suspend operations
and have a look at the Parnell Grafton match. The
game ended in Ponsonby winning by 9 to nil.

JUNIOR CUP—AWARUA V. WAITOHI.

This match was played in Picton on Saturday last,
being the first match played there thia season, and

resulted in a win for the Waitohi’s by 9 points to nil.

Till nearly the end of the game, the ball and the players
simply travelled over the field without either side
gaining any advantage, then Wilmott got a chance from
the centre of the field and kicked a splendid goal.
Afterwards D. France wriggled through the lines and

touched down. Fuller converted from an awkward

angle, and the flight of the ball was watched with
breathless interest by the whole field, and spectators
alike. A burst of cheers from both sides of the field
greeted both Wilmott and Fuller for their prowess.

Club

Parnell

Played

5

Won

4

Lost

1

Drawn

0

Points.
For
47

Against
10

Ponsonby 5 4 1 0 42 23
NorthShore 5 2 2 1 32 44

City 5 2 3 0 24 38
Grafton 5 1 2 2 16 18
Newton 5 0 4 1 6 36
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Aninteresting football match, played at the Recreation

Ground, Napier, took place on Saturday afternoon
between Napier and Te Ante College, with the result

that the Te Ante College boys won by a point. Simpson
got a try in the first spell, but failed to increase the
score. Although there was bnt little combination among

theuatives, they played well on the whole, and thoroughly
deserved their victory. The local players would show to

better advantage were they topractise more than they do
at present.

TENNIS.

The Zealandia Rink tennis courts have more than

realised the expectations formed of them. In fact,

players from other parts are satisfied they have never

played on better. A tournament open to all-comers is

arranged for the Jubilee holidays, and several of Auck-

land’s best players have signified their intention of

entering. Luncheon is to be provided on the ground,
and lady friends are giving afternoon tea. A pleasant
day was spent on Queen’s Birthday, when a large
number enjoyed the ladies’ hospitality.

ROWING.

I have received a neatly-printed card of invitation to a

ball to be given by the officers and committee of the

Wellington Rowing Clnb in Thomas’ Hall, Wellington,
on Monday, June 21st. A popular and up-to date clnbis

this, ever ready to take hold of new ideas, and to ad-

vance the interests of the youngermembers of the club (a
matter that is overlooked by many New Zealand Clubs').
Mr W. B. Sinclair is secretary of the affair, so that

means a jolly time. I will be there in spirit, if not other-

wise, and hope the functionwill be a great success. N.B.

—A report of the ball will be acceptable MrS.

YACHTING.

A large and enthusiastic meeting of the North Shore

Sailing Clubwas held at the Devonport Council Cham-

bers on the 4th inst. The Commodore (A. Alison, Esq.)
presided. The business of the evening was the present-
ation of prizes won during the season at the Club’sraces

and at the picnic. Mr Alison complimented the Club’s
officers on the active manner in which the affairs had

been carried out, and said it was pleasing to note that

the sailing events in the three classes were very keenly
contested, the handicaps giving very close finish. The

Commodore’s contribution for No. I class was a very

handsome silver tea-set tray, suitably inscribed, and was

won by Mr W. Swinnerton’s * Mabel ’ with a score of

seven points. Mr F. Stones, of Ponsonby, won the vice-

Commodore’s (W. E. Bennett, Esq.) trophy—a pair of

pretty cut-glass spirit decanters and stand—with the

‘ Mahoe,’ with seven points. The trophy for the third

class, a silver cup presented by an Auckland yachtsman,

fell to thelot of Mr W. Oliver’s ‘ Frog,’ with nine points.
The fortunate competitors, in returning thanks, con-

gratulatedthe committee on the successattained by their
arduous efforts.

Following this, the prizez won at the Sailing Club’s

picnic held at Kohimarama on Saturday.3rd April, were

distributed as under Yachts’ dingy race prize, walking
stick presented by Mr R. W. Miller, won by J. Gibbs;
ladies’ dingey race, bracelet presented by Mr W. Oliver,

won by Miss D. Alison ; scullingrace, walking stick pre-

sented by Mr R. W. Miller, wonby W. Oliver ; members’

dingey race, tin of copper paint presented by Messrs Ross

and Ausenne, won by W. Wilkinson ; swimming race,

tin of biscuits presented by Messrs R. and R. Duder,

won by A. Sainty; water tournament resulted in a tie
between A. Dacre and W. Parker.

The Commodore mentioned that besides the trophies
/20 in cash had been paid away in prizes, and with the
members’ subscription at such a low figure (5s p.a ) the
Club was in a very satisfactory condition, the balance-

sheet still showing a small credit balance.

Votes of thanks were accorded to the commodore, vice-

commodore, and other prize donors, committee and the

energetic secretary, Mr W. Wilkinson.

It was also proposed to hold socials during the winter
months, the first to eventuate on Wednesday, 7th July.
A strong committee was appointed to arrange matters.

A vote of thanks to the chairman brought a cheerful
evening’s proceedings to a close.

It may be well here to remark on the lines on which

the club is formed. The Sailing Club originated last
vear through Mr W. E. Bennett offering to give a trophy
if sailed for under the following conditions : That a

club be formed with the object of encouraging racing
amongst the smaller cruising craft by handicap, the
handicap to be taken at the start of the race ; thus the

first yacht crossing the finishing line wins, and scores 3

points, the second 2 points, and the third 1 point. Four

to six matches to take place during the seasonfor boats
classified according to over-all measurement—lst class

yachts over 30ft, 2nd class under 30ft and over 20ft, 3rd
class under 20ft. At end of season points are totalled,

and the greatest number scored takes the prize for her

class.

Several new crafts are being built for the Club's
classes, and as there isevery appearance of a great in-

crease of membership next season it shows the Club is

looked upon as a truly established body. The intention
of the Club is to expend all funds subscribed in prize-
money.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

The members of the Auckland Rowing Club spent a

very jolly evening at the Metropolitan Hotel on Friday
last, the occasion being a smokeconcert. The following
gentlemen contributed items towards the evening’s fun :
—Messrs Maxwell, Buttery, Rowe, Wynyard-Joss, Baker,
Palethorpe, Pollock, Henderson, Cashel, Barron, and

O’Meara. Opportunity was taken to present the medals

won by members during the seasonas follows Ngarua-
wahia Regatta—Hardy, Turner, Negus, Woods, Carna-
han (cox); President’s Fours—Hardy, Turner, Buttery,
Cockroft, Thomas (cox); Club Fours—Patterson, Woods,
Pollock. Finch, Carnahan (cox); Sculls (Club Handicap),
Dean Ist, Baker 2nd; Pair Oar—Turner and Woods.
This report is necessarily brief, owing to the fact that
the A.R.C. secretary omitted to forward to this office
evenan intimation that the concert was to be held. It

entails no trouble, and is a graceful act to inform the

press of these interesting gatherings.
A large crowd assembled at Hastings on Wednesday,

June 2nd, to see the sports held in aid of the Flood Relief
Fund. The event of the day was the Bracelet Handicap
for horses which were not trained, and had never been

started ; but as there were so many competitors, the race

was run in heats. First heat : Miss K. Jackson's
Whakapora 1, Mrs Archibald’s Daniel Deronda 2, A.

Bruce’s Lady Dewart 3. Second heat; Miss M. Watt’s

Matipo 1, Mrs Taylor’s Nemo 2, Miss Sutherland’s
Vanity Fair 3. One of the most exciting events was a

tug-of-war between Maoris and Europeans ; but it was

ratherspoilt by the over crowding of the spectators. The

first heat was won by the Europeans, the second by the
Maoris, and as the latter, imagining they had won, re-

fused to tryagain, the event was given to the Europeans
by default While the more important events were

going on, children’s races, etc., were progressing in
other parts of the ground. A good musical programme
was given by the Hastings Town Band, under the con-

ductorship of Mr Barret. The whole proceedings reflect

great credit on the management, as well as on the secre-

tary, Mr George, who spared no pains to make the

meeting a success.

HUNTING.

(By Onlooker.)

THE Egmont Hunt Club met at Manaia on Thurs-
day, May 20th, when there were a good number
following and a large number of spectators.

Among those present were the Master (Mr G. T. Bayly),
the huntsman (Mr Hassall), the whipper-in (Mr Higgin-
son), and Messrs Major and Gibson from Hawera. A

drag was laid from the main South Road to Mr C. D.

Mitchell’s residence, which resulted in a good run, there

being many stiff fences. Mr Mitchell gave a hunt lunch,
after which a hare was hunted and killed. Later on

another drag hunt concluded the day’s sport.

Our Napier correspondent writes :—• It seems difficult
to believe that half the hunting seasonis over, without

any serious stoppages having occurred from bad weather ;
indeed, good sport has been general throughout the

country, and a sprinkling of mud is only an acceptable
addition to the fun and glory of the chase. The Hawke’s
Bay Hounds have been specially fortunate lately, and

had a good day last Wednesday, attended, as usual, by
a number of ladies. They met at ‘ The Brow,’ and were

entertained at lunch by Mr W. Hastie. About 60 horse-
men were present. Among those following were Mrs

Rhodes on Arkwright; Miss M. Rhodes on Pyramus ;
Miss Holden on a chestnut; Miss Miller on a bay ; Mr

Sunderland, Master, on Wariti ; Mr J. B. A’De’ane,
deputy master, on Coastguard ; Mr H. Jackson, hunts-
man, on Repo; ‘Edward,’ whip, on a bay; Messrs W.
H. J. Bennett (Druggist), J. Ireland (Electo), T. Ireland
(Ben B's Brother), F. Ireland (Chestnut). M .Groome
(Moe), J. K. White (Wiparata), Giblin (Diana), C. H.
Arrow (Carnival), T. Butler (Hippo), W. Hastie on his
bay, and several others.

’ The Hawke’s Bay hounds again met at ' The Brow ’
on Saturday, which was a perfect day for scent. Those
who went were well repaid for braving the keen south-
westerly wind and the unsettled state of the weather, for
the run was the fastest of the season. Mr Grootne’s

horse slipped as be was taking off, and both horse and

rider came to the ground but fortunately he was unhurt.
Among those following were Mr Jackson, huntsman, on

Repo ; Mr Ammundsen, whip, on a bay ; Mrs Rhodes
on Arkwright ; Miss Rhodes ona dark bay; Mr E. Rath-
bone on Blackstone ; Mr J. Ireland on Electro ; Mr W,
Arrow on Druggist ; Mr T. Butler on Hippo ; Mr W. H.
J. Bennett on Policy ; Mr C. H. Arrow on Carnival.'

THE NEW ‘BAS-RELIEF’ PHOTOGRAPHS.

(FROM A WELLINGTON CORRESPONDENT.)

During the past couple of weeks a very fine display of

examples of this new and charming departure in photo-
graphy has attracted large and appreciative crowds to
the vestible of Messrs Wrigglesworth and Binns, the

well-known art photographers of Willis street, Welling-
ton, who have secured the patent rights of this beautiful
process for the whole of New Zealand with the exception
of Wanganui. These ‘bas-reliefs,’ which might just as

well be called medallions, are a distinct and very delight-
ful improvement on the old stvle of flat photograph
Every feature of the face, the arms, hands, hair,
drapery, lace, flowers, and ornaments get their full value
in relievo and intaglio, the completed work resulting in
a most truthful and charming medallion presentment of
the original. It is sometimes remarked of a well-lighted
and well-executed photograph that it looks as if you
could

‘

take hold ’ of the folds of the drapery and the
various salient points of the picture. In the ‘ bas-
relief’ it not only looks so, it is exactly what
you can do. I have examined some of these
pictures before framing and being covered with glass,
and observed the most prominent parts were fullv
half an inch above the shadows or depressions. Thev
are prepared on thin sheet copper,and are so strong that
under fair usage the relievo characteristic can be safely
guaranteed ; the glass, in fact, being merely a precau-
tion against dust, damp, deleterious gases, and carelees
handling. It appears that the whole of the picture is
first embossed in outline, thus throwing it up from the
background. This preliminary bit of work is mechani-
cal, but must be done very carefully. The after
task of sinking the shadows and raising the

high lights and prominent features of the pic-
tures —in fact, the modelling of the ‘ bas - relief ’
requires deft and skilful hands wielding suitable tools.
Throughout the whole process great care and attention
is necessary, and the one drawback to these productions
is the time and labour imperatively requisite to insure
good and artistic results. Messrs Wrigglesworth and
Binns are to be complimented upon the careful treatment
bestowed upon the mounting of their work. The neutral-
tinted matt frames and mounts, with the broad gold circle,
square or oblong around the ‘ bas-relief ’ itself, are in the
very best taste, and serve to accentuate the artistic ap-
pearance of these splendid photographs. The specimens
of the ‘bas-relief’ now being exhibited in the firm’s
vestibule represent all sorts and conditions of men,
women and children. Amongst these may be specially
mentioned two very fine examples of our late Governor
and two of Lady Glasgow. A statuesque rendering of
Mrs Stewart (cousin of Lady Glasgow) is wonderfully
crisp and effective. There are also admirable present-
ments of the Hon. R. J. Seddon, Sir Robert Stout, Hon.
A. J. Cadman, the Agent-General (Hon. W. P. Reeves),
Captain Russell, many membersofparliament, fairwomen'
charming girls and pretty children. Messrs Wriggles!
worth and Binns certainly are deserving of great credit
for the thorough manner in which they have brought
this latest novelty in photography before the public, and
there can be no doubt whatever as to their new venture
proving a most substantial success. I understand that
the firm have a similar exposition of the ‘ bas reliefs ' of
equal merit at their Christchurch studio.

A rare chance for investors is offered bv the Tonson
Garlick Company (Limited) just formed, who offer 5,000
shares to the public at par, carrying dividend from Ist
July next. The general manager has been at the head of
affairs of this business for the past 23 years, the secre-

tary and accountant for 15 years, and other members of
directory for long periods. The prospectus will be
found in our advertising columns". Mr J. T. Gar-
lick is to continue the management by agreenien-
for five years. There are no fancy salaried direct
tors, but all take an active part in the business
No huge commission has been paid for floatation
The business continues as heretofore, under careful
economical management. Five-s: xths of the capital is
subscribed by those directly interested in the business.
One-sixth is open to outsiders, which doubtless will be
eagerly taken up on the terms named. Important
alterations to premises are now proceeding, which will
make the shop front one of the handsomest in Queen-
street. The furnishing warehouse is also one of the
most extensive in the colony, and is especially adapted
for the business.

An inquiring scientist has made a peculiarly interest-
ing report on the results of a long study of the various
kinds of fear to which children are subject. It seems
that thunder and lightning cause terror tomore children
than any other one thing, and following in the order
named come reptiles, darkness, fire, death, domestic
animals, disease, wild animals, water, ghosts, insects,
rats and mice, robbers, and high winds. It is pleasant
to notice that the fear of ghosts comes verv low on the
list.

P K R A HOUSE.

AUCKLAND BANJO, GUITAR, AND MANDOLIN
CLUB.

(Rkcistkrkd.i

Grand /concert.
RAND O N C E R T,

JUNE 15 (TUESDAY WEEK)
ic.“ (TUESDAY WEEKf JUNE 15

Conductor . .. .. Mr Arthur Towsey
Loader Mr A. E. Foster

Dress Circle, &; Stalls, Is.

Th® R®’l Plan will open at Messrs Wildman and Lyell's on
w edneeday. Sth instant.

H. FOUNTAIN. p. R, uix.
Hon. Sec, Business Manager.
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Personal Paragraphs.

THE new Governor of New Zealand has been duly
introduced to the Premier, Hon. R. J. Seddon,
and it is believed that a favourable impression

was produced. Mr, Mrs, and the Misses Seddon also

assisted at the departure of the Earl and Countess of

Ranfurly and party from British shores. Mr Seddon

wished to arrange the route for the new Governor, but
the latter preferred toadhere to his own plan of coming
to the colony via Vancouver.

Mr Seddon is having a festive time in London. Lord
Ranfurly lunched with the Premier and various other
notables one day. Another day Lord Glasgow ‘ waited
upon ’ —so say the cables—Mr Seddon, and welcomed
him to London.

A very smart reception was given at the Imperial In-
stitute by Mr and Mrs Reeves to welcome Lord Ran-

furly and Mr Seddon. Amongst the smart guests were

the Earl and Countess of Glasgow, Bishop Nevill, the

Bishop of Waiapu. Mr Chamberlain, Sir Westby Per-
ceval, Sir Julius Vogel, Mr Bowen, and the Agents-
General of the other colonies.

Mr J. W. Joynt has returned to Nelson after an en-

joyable trip to Auckland and the North generally.

Mr G. Ramson, ofNew Plymouth, has returned from
Auckland.

Mr J. Bell, of Hillerden, Marlborough, is, though
not quite an invalid, in very indifferent health. Free-

dom from work and anxiety and a trip are recom-

mended.

The Rev. E. Walker, who has been very busy in the

Auckland provincial district, has gone South to carry on

his work as organising Secretary of the New Zealand
Alliance.

Mr C. H. Mills member for Wairau-Picton, met with
an accident in the Rai Valley the other day. He is able
to get about again, and on a fair way to recovery. Mr
Mills is attending to the requirements of the district in a

most energetic manner.

Mr Charles Gordon, of Auckland, who fractured
his collarbone at the last hunt, is much better, and is
able to get about again.

Mr MoranT Bayly, who has been agent for the
National Bank at Stratford (Taranaki) for some years,
was lately entertained at a smoke concert at the Club

Hotel, when he was presented with a handsome china

tea-set on the occasion of his approaching marriage.

MrS. McNair, late of the s.s. ‘ Manapouri,’ is coming
out to the colony as second.engineer of the Union Com-

pany’s new steamer ‘ Waikare. ’

Quite a plethora of gifts and regrets marked the de-

parture of Mr Charles O. Ross from the Wellington
Telegraph Office to Dunedin, whither he has been trans-
ferred .

Mrs and Miss Griffiths are staying in New Ply
mouth from Wanganui.

Captain John Bernech, late of the s.s. 1 Flora ’ has

assumed command of the s.s. ‘ Hanroto. ’ Captain
Anderson will be away for a short holiday.

Mr Harry Fookes, who has lately been in the Tele-

graph Office in Wellington, has been transferred to the

Post Office in New Plymouth.

The Hon. T. Thompson, who has been transacting a

good departmental business in Auckland has left for the

South again.

It is probable that the young Earl of Seafield will
celebrate hiscoming ofage inDunedin, and that a number
of his Scotch relations will come out to New Zealand to
assist in the festivities.

Mr C. F. Reeve, director of the Poonah Village
Mission, gave interesting addresses last week in Auck-
land. He sard that there are thirty million widows in
India, one hundred thousand of whom are under nine
years of age. Mrs J. Stewart sang,

* How Beautiful are

the Feet. ’

Mrs Daldy has again been appointed President of

the Auckland Women's Political League. Mesdames
Main and Duffy are vice presidents.

An accident which might have proved very serious

happened last week near Marton. Mr W. Signal! and

Miss Frederick were driving into that town, when their
horse bolted, and they were thrown over the Tutaenui
bridge. They escaped with a good wetting and some

bruises. The vehicle was much damaged.

Mr H. O. Tully, secretary for the Greytown Hos-

pital Sports, had his left hand severely injured by a

bottle bursting. He was assisting in starting the sports.

Mrs T. S. Weston, of Christchurch, has been staying
in New Plymouth with Mr and Mrs Henry Weston.

The New Zealand manager of the Bank of New Zea-

land, Mr C. G. Tegetmeier, is a native of London, and

nephew of the veteran naturalist. Mr Tegetmeier has
had a good banking education. He was for seven years
in the well-known Stuckey’s Bank, then in Melbourne
as one of the staff of the Oriental Banking Corporation.
For the past twenty years, however, he has been in the
London office of the Bank of New Zealand. When that
was made the head office of the Bank seven years ago,
Mr Tegetmeier was appointed secretary, in which posi-
tion be acquitted himself so ably, that upon the post of
London Manager being vacated three years later, on the

retirement of Mr McNab, Mr Tegetmeier was immedi-
ately chosen for the position, which he has held ever

since. In 1894 Mr Tegetmeier visited New Zealand, and
made a brief inspection of the working of the Bank in
the colony. He is evidently a man well fitted for his

new position, and much regret is expressed in London at

losing him.

Mr R. H. Bakewell, who has been on a visit to Aus-

tralia for his health, has returned to his home at Oakura
(Taranaki).

Mr J. M. Dawson, of the head office staff of the Bank

ofNew Zealand, Wellington, has been transferred to the

branch bank at Ashburton.

Mr O. Samuel, who left for Wellington last week in
order to meet the Hon. J. G. Ward, for whom he was

acting during the late Bank inquiry, has returned toNew

Plymouth.

Miss Haslam, of Christchurch, is staying with Mrs

Chaytor, Marshlands, Blenheim.

The Secretary of the Wellington Dramatic Students,
Mr W. Simm, is going to Scotland. He will travel by
the‘Ormuz.’

Miss J. Griffiths, of Wellington, is staying with
Mrs W. J. Shaw in New Plymouth.

Lieutenant B. Oakes, of the Auckland Naval

Artillery, has passed hisexamination as lieutenant in the

Garrison Artillery branch of the service.

The Rev. C. Jennings, of Richmond, Nelson, who has
been acting as locum tenens for the Rev. A. H. Sedgwick
in Picton, left for Nelson on Monday evening.

A handsome gold albert and pendant was given at
the Thames to Mr Wm. McConnell, who very effi-

ciently performed the duties of handicapper for the
United Foresters’ athletic sports meeting, held on Easter
Monday.

Miss Edith Percival has returned from Wellington
to her Auckland home.

Captain and Mrs Ludwigs are staying in the Hot

Lakes district. He is commander of the barque, * Mary
Hasbrouck.’

The Rev. A. Sedgwick, who has been locum tenens
in Blenheim during the absence of Archdeacon Grace,
has, with Mrs Sedgwick, returned to Picton.

Mrs Metcalfe (Auckland) has returned to townafter
a short visit to Hamilton.

Mr Todd, of the Union Bank, Napier, has been moved
to Gisborne. His place has been taken by Mr Gold-
smith.

Mr Thomas O’Reilly has been gratifying his many
Auckland friends by his successes at Home. He has
now successfully passed his final examination, and is a

duly-qualified medical practitioner.

Mrs L. Cussen, Hamilton, has gone on a visit to Mrs
Pilling (Raglan).

Miss Esther Atkinson returned from Nelson to
Christchurch a few days ago whither she had gone visit-
ing her mother.

A PRESENTATION has been made to Mr G. Lusk, the
well-known footballer, by the employees of Bannatvne
and Co., Wellington. The present took the form of a

silver-mounted pipe. Mr Lusk intends starting in busi-
ness in Palmerston North on hisown account.

Mrs Mounier (Auckland) is in Christchurch, leaving
by the ‘ Buteshire ’ for England to-morrow.

The Rev. Dr. Wolfenden has gone to Sydney.

Mrs and Miss Glasgow (Nelson) are in Christchurch
visiting Mrs H. Glasgow.

Mr George Newman is visiting Auckland and neigh-
bourhood. He belongs to the Taranaki Bowling Club.

Miss F. Mills has gone to stay with Mrs Reid at
Elderslie, Oamaru, on her way home to Dunedin.

Miss Brasch has returned to New Plymouth after her
long and pleasant stay in Auckland.

Mr Maurice Denniston, eldest son of JudgeDennis-

ton, of Christchurch, has been veiy seriously ill, but is
now recovering.

Professor Carl Schmitt has been for seventeen

years conductor of theAuckland Choral Society.

Mrs Reeves is back in Christchurch from the country
and Miss Reeves from the South, where both have spent
a very enjoyable time.

The Rev. — Andrew (Wairarapa) is staying with his

daughter, Mrs Hudson, Nile-street, Nelson.

Mrs W. B. Common, Christchurch, it is satisfactory
to learn, still continues to improve, and hopes are now

entertained for a complete recovery.

Mr W. J. Morell, who succeeds the late Mr Ilbert as

chief classical and English master at the Auckland
Grammar School, is expected to arrive by the ‘Tara-
wera ’ in a few days.

Mrs A. Gilbert, ofWellington, is at present visiting
Mrs W. D. Meares, in Christchurch.

Mr Helmling, late accountant in the local branch of
the Bank of New South Wales, left Nelson last week.
His successor is Mr Robison, from Auckland.

Lady STOUT has been the guest of Professor and Mrs

Macmillan Brown, Fendalton, for a few days on her way
to Wellington.

Mrs G. Lucas, of Pahiatua, who has been staying in
Blenheim with her sister Miss Clark, at Cowley, returned
home last week.

Mr and Mrs Northcote, of Christchurch, spent a

few days with Mr and Mrs Wilson, Cashmere. Mrs
Lance is also visiting there.

Mr H. T. McLean’s friends are busy congratulating
him on his medical honours. He has been studying
medicine in England, and has gained first-class honours
and a medal in practical anatomy, first-class honours in
physiology, the McKenzie bursary for dissecting, and
first-class honours in practical and in systematic surgery.
Mr McLean was at one time employed in the Wellington
branch of the Bank of New South Wales.

Milkmaid
condensedMilk

oThe
“Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to

contain all the cream of the original milk. In

the process of manufacture nothing but water

is removed, nothing but the best refined

sugar added.

Avoid low-priced brands from which the

cream has been abstracted, and ask for
the “ Milkmaid ’* Brand, the best for all

purposes.

MOTHERS SHOULD REMEMBER
wlseri aeleetisiEaa artlflcUU Food &>r tladr babies

THREE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF

It Is easily Digestible and very Assimible and Nourishing.
It is readily soluble and may be prepared in a few seconds.
It Is free from husks and indigestible matter, which would cause Irritation

MKI.I.IN’S FOOD for Infant.* and lavalkis may tx ohiamr«f of all Dealer* throughout the World

6. MELLIN. MARLBORO* WORKS, PECKHAM, LONDON, ENGLAND.
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Mrs Werry has left Wellington for Christchurch,
where she will stay with her daughter before proceeding
Home toEngland.

Miss Sealey, nurse at the Christchurch Hospital,
left for a short holiday to Nelson on Saturday.

Mr Harrison, solicitor, of Auckland, who has been

away for the last two months, has returned.

Mr A. Standish has been re-elected president and
Mr W. Bayly vice-president of the Taranaki Jockey Club.

Mr George M. Garner, eldest son of Mr F. W.
Garner, of Napier, has been promoted from third en-

gineer of the s.s ' Hsin Yu’ to second engineer of the
s s. ‘lrene,’ another of the China Merchants’ Steam

Navigation Company’s boats.

Miss Hamlin has returned to Napier after an enjoy-
able visit to Waipukurau.

Dr. Scott, of Onehunga, who has been very ill and is

going a trip to England for his health, will take his
eldest child with him. Mrs Scott will be unable to ac-

company her husband, who will be away for six months.

Messrs J. D. Ritchie and T. Kirk, of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, have been chosen to represent the
Government at the Intercolonial Fruitgrowers’ Confer-
ence in Brisbane, but it is feared that pressure of busi-
ness will prevent Mr Ritchie’s attending.

Rev. F. G. Evans conducted a memorial service in

St. Mary’s Church, New Plymouth, on Sunday, May
30th, the occasion being the fiftieth anniversary of the
death of the Rev. Mr Bolland, the first minister of the
Church ofEngland stationed in Taranaki.

Mrs and the Misses W. Johnston, who have been
in Wellington for some time, return this week to their
country residence in the Rangitikei district.

Mrs James Maclean, of the National Bank, Napier,
has returned with her two little girls from a long visit
into the country.

Mr andMrs C. Russell and family ofChristchurch,
are passengers by the ‘ Buteshire ’to England. Mrs

Russell is a sister of Mrs A. Anderson, of Opawa.

Mr John Prouse, of Wellington, is in Christchurch,
and sang at an organ recital by Mr F. Tendall at the
Cathedral.

Miss Stubbs (Timaru) is staying with Mrs Batham in

Wellington.

Mr Harold Anson, the new curate of Hawera, who
recently arrived from England by the ‘ lonic ’ was very

cordially received by the parishioners on his reaching
Hawera. Mrs Anson and family accompanied the

reverend gentleman.

News has been received by Archdeacon Fancourt that

Bishop and Mrs Wallis have arrived safely in England.

Mrs John Ballance, of Wanganui, has lately been

spending some weeks in New Plymouth.

Mr Pickering, of Wellington, is paying a visit to

Marlborough, where he is the guest of Mr and Mrs G.

Watts, of Lansdowne.

Mr James Hudson, the second son of MrJ. R. Hud-
son, of Hokitika, has been appointed, from forty appli-
cants, inspector of mines for Western Australia, at a

salary of /'5OO per year.

Mr L. A. Cuff, who has been at the Thames during
the past months, is at present in Auckland.

Mrs Percy Brown, who has come out from England
for a trip, is the guest of Mrs Harding in Wellington.

Mr J. H. Fox, of the Railway Department,is in Picton

relieving Mr Dobbie, who has gone to Wanganui for a

week.

Mr andMrs C. de Verb Teschmaker are visiting
Dunedin.

Mr Herbert Clarke, Woodville, met with a nasty
accident last week. His horse bolted and fell, and Mr

Clarke is badly injured.

Miss Marion Speed (Picton) leaves for Napier im-

mediately to spend the winter there on account of her
health.

Mr andMrs Spencer, who have returned to their
home in Napier, say they have greatlyenjoyed their visit
to Forest Gate, near Waipawa.

MRS OldiNG, of Moawhango, has been staying in

Napier for change of air. She is much better in health,
and returns home with her brother, Mr Batley, shortly.

Mr Hamilton Baillie, Bank of New Zealand,
Carterton, is spending his annual leave with his father
and mother, Lieutenant and Mrs Baillie, in Picton.

Mrs Sqcier (Sydney) has come to Nelson to see her
son. Mr D. Squier, who is very far from well. They are

both the guests of Mrs Heaps.

To the Deaf.—A gentleman who cured himself of
Deafness and noises in the head after fourteen years suf-

fering willgladly send full particulars of the remedy post
free. —Address, H. Clifton, Amberley House. Norfolk-
street, Strand, London, England.—(Advt.)

OBITUARY.
WE regret to record the death of Miss King, a

very old settler in Taranaki, who passed away

away on Monday afternoon. May 31st, at the

venerable age of 94. The deceased lady was highly re-

spected and beloved by all who had the privilege of her

acquaintance. She was one of the earliest settlers in

New Plymouth, having come outwith her brother in one

of the first vessels to Taranaki from England.

The death of Mrs Rogan, wife of Judge Rogan, of

Auckland, was not unexpected, though none the less

sad. She died on Whit Sunday at her residence, New

North Road. She had been ill for some time, suffering
from consumption. Her husband took her over to New

South Wales and Australia last year, and the complete

change and rest proved very beneficial for a time. Mrs

Rogan leaves seven children to mourn with their father

their irreparable loss.

'MATSA' VAUDEVILLE COMPANY.

Messrs Williamson and Musgrove’s ‘Matsa’

Vaudeville Company opened to a crowded house att he

Opera House, Auckland, on Monday last, when the en-

tertainment presented more than justified the anticipa-
tions formed with regard to it. The programme con-

sisted of a happy combination of farce, song, dance,
music, and novelty items. Miss Alice Leamar isalways
sure of a welcome in New Zealand, and she received a

vociferous reception upon her first appearance in the

opening farce, ‘Fun in the Kitchen.’ The fun of this

piece turned upon Penelope’s (Miss Leamar’s) ex-

periences with her numerous admirers—the butcher,
baker, milkman, a soldier, and a policeman. In

the end Penelope finds that her uninformed lovers

are attracted more by the kitchen cupboard than by her-

self, and she marries ‘ Chalks. ’ Among the comicalities

introduced in the progress of the farce is a duet and
dance, ‘ The Art ofLove,’ by Mr John Coleman and Miss

Leamar, and bone specialities by Mr Frank Lawton.
In the second part Mr Lawton’s ‘ Canary Polk,* a

whistling performance, and Mr Coleman’s ‘ Scare-
crow Dance ’ brought down the house. The mando-
line dance by the Delvines and Winterton Sisters
justified the description allotted to this item by
the compiler of the programme, who sets it down as

‘an interesting, eccentric, instrumental, Terpsichorean
quintette.’ It was all that, and a marvel in high-kicking
besides. The ‘Satanic Gambols ’ by the Delevines in the

second part were a marvellous and uncanny exhibition of
gymnastics. ‘ Little Gulliver ’isa Lilliputian performerof
considerable originality, and Mr Leone Clark, the ‘ Cat
King,’ shows what can be done with performing animals

and birds. Mr Ernest Fitts, who possesses a good bari-

tone voice, contributed two solos, ‘I Love But Thee,’
and ‘ Thou Art My Life.’ Taken all in all, the ' Matsa ’
Company is a good laughter-producingcombination, and
as it keeps the house in roars for nearly three hours, it
may be expected to ‘ catch on.’

On Thursday, 3rd June, the Original Banjo, Mandolin,
and Guitar Club journeyed to the Avondale Asylum with

the praiseworthy motive of giving the inmates a pleasant
evening. The Club members were met by the Asylum
staff, and on being conducted to the concert-hall, found
an audience of over 200 assembled to enjoy the music.
Most of these people were inmates of the asylum,
and a good few settlers also took advantage of the op-
portunity. Under the conductorship of Herr Zimmer-

mann, and the able leadership of Mr A. A. Partridge,
the full Club gave several delightful selections,
and the bursts of hearty applause by the audience
and their joyful demonstrations of pleasure, were

very encouraging to the performers. A quintette for

mandolins and guitars by Misses Posseniskie. Erskine,
Bolland, and Messrs Brockett and A. A. Partridge was

splendidly given, and loudly applauded. Herr Zimmer-

mann gave two violin solos, and Mr Partridge contri-
buted a selection on the guitarra. Misses Bell and
Thomson each sang, and were encored. The members
of the Club deserve great credit for their disinterested
kindness in affording their unfortunate fellow creatures

so much enjoyment.
The St. John and Hayman Dramatic Company open

at the Opera House on the 16th inst. with Sims and Pet-

titt’s interesting drama, • The Vagabond.’ The com-

pany is exceptionally strong, and numbers among its

members several old New Zealand favourites, viz , Dora

Mostyn, Blanche Wilmott, Madge Corcoran. Marie
D’Alton (an Auckland lady), and others. The gentle-
men comprise Messrs Bailey, John Bruce, Hayman,
Owen, P. Donoghue, etc.

WEhave been asked to correct a slight misunderstand-
ing that haa arisen over our report of a recent concert.

We referred to the givers as the Auckland Banjo, Man-

dolin, and Guitar Club, but it should have read ‘ The

Original Banjo, Mandolin, and Guitar Club.’

BURNING WOMEN FOR PETTY TREASON.

(BY s. BARING-GOULD.)

(A noteto his novel. ‘ Gladys : A Woman ofCourage.']

In 1769 Susannah Lot was burned for the murder of her
husband at Canterbury, and Benjamin Buss, her para-
mour, was hanged for participation in the crime.

Catherine Hayes was burned alive in 1726. Her son,
Billings, who had assisted her in the murder of her hus-

band, was hanged. ‘An iron chain was put round her

body, with which she was fixed toa stake near the gal-
lows.’ On these occasions, when women were burned
for petty treason, it was customary to strangle them, by
means of a rope passed round the neck, and pulled by
the executioner, so that they were dead before the
flames reached the body. But this woman was literally
burned alive ; for the executioner, letting go the rope
sooner than usual, in consequence of the flames reach-

ing his hands, the fire burned fiercely round her, and

the spectators beheld her pushing away the faggots,
while she rent the air with her cries and lamentations.
Other faggots were instantly thrown on her ; but she
survived amidst the flames for a considerable time,
and her body was not reduced perfectly to ashes in less
than three hours.—' Chronicles of Crime or the New

Newgate Calendar,’ G. C. Pelham, June, 1840.
A poor girl of fifteen was burnt at Heavitree, near Exe-

ter, on June 29th, 1782, for poisoning her master, Richard
Jarvis, with arsenic. A broadside ballad was circulated
among the crowd who witnessed the execution, of which

this is the last verse :—

• When to the fatal stake I come
And dissipate in flame.

Let allbe warnedby my sad doom.
To shun my sin and shame.

May I thus expiate my crime.
And whilst I undergo

The fiery trial here on earth

Escape the flames below.'

Awoman was burnt at Winchester in 1753. A writer
in Notes and Queries, June Ist, 1850, says:—‘ A gentleman
lately deceased told me the circumstances (of a case in
1789) minutely. I think that he had been at the trial,
but I know that he was at the execution, and saw the

wretched woman fixed to the stake, fire put to the faggots,
and her body burnt. But I know two persons still alive
who were present at the execution, and I endeavoured,
in 1848, to ascertain from one of them the date of the
event. I made a note of his answer, which was to this

effect: —•' I can’t recollect the year, but I remember the
circumstance well. It was about 65 years ago. I was

there along with the crowd. I saton my father’s shoul-

der, and saw them burn her.
. . . They fixed her

neck by a noose to the stake, and then set fire to the
faggots and burned her.” ’

This woman was Christiana Murphy, alias Budman,
convicted of coining. She was stood on a stool, and the
stool was removed from under her just before the fire was

put to the faggots.
Awriter in Notes and Queries, August 10th, 1850, says :

‘I will state a circumstance that occurred to myself about
1788. Passing in a hackney coach up to the Old Bailey
to West Smithfield, I saw the unquenched embers of a

fire opposite Newgate. On my alighting, I asked the

coachman. “ What was that fire in the Old Bailey over

which the wheel of your coach passed ?” “ Oh, sir,” he

replied, “ they have been burning a woman for murdering
her husband.” ’

A full account of the execution is in the Gentleman's
Magazine for 13th March and 18th March, 1789. • This
is the execution at which I was present,’ says another

in Notes and Queries. ‘ Eight of the malefactors suffered

on the scaffold, then known as the New Drop. After
they were suspended, the woman in a white dress, was

brought out of Newgate alone, and after some time spent
in devotion, was hanged on the projecting arm of a low

gibbet, fixed at a littledistance from the scaffold. After
the lapse of a sufficient time to extinguish life, faggots
were piled around her, and over her head, so that the
person was completely covered. Fire was then set to the
pile, and the woman wasconsumed to ashes.’

In the Gentleman's Magazine for June 21, 1786, is the
account of the burning of Phcebe Harris for counterfeit-
ing the coin of the realm.

In Harrison’s Derby and Nottingham Journal, Sep-
tember 22, 1779, is an account of another such sentence.

‘ On Saturday, two persons were capitally convicted at

the Old Bailey of High Treason, viz., Isabella Condon,
for coining shillings in Coldbath Fields, and John Field,
for coining shillings in Nag’s Head Yard, Bishopsgate-
street. They will receive sentence to be drawn on a

hurdle to the place of execution ; the woman to be

burned, and the man to be hanged.’
The Shrewsbury case was, I believe, the last in Eng-

land. On May 10th, 1790, Sir Benjamin Hammett, in
the House of Commons, called attention to the then state
of the law. He said that it had been his painful office
and duty in the previous year to attend the burning of a

female, he being at the time Sheriff of Loudon ; and he

moved to bring in a bill to alter the law. He showed

that the Sheriff who shrank from executing the sentence

of burning alive was liable to a prosecution, but he

thanked Heaven there was not a man in England who
would carry such a sentence literally into execution. The

executioner was allowed to strangle the women con-

demned to the stake, before flames were applied ; but
such an act of humanity was a violation of the law, sub-
jecting executioner and Sheriff to penalties. The Act
was passed 30 George 111., c. 48.

It is a startling thought that in the time of our grand-
fathers such atrocities could have been permitted bylaw.
We move so rapidly now, and the swing of the pendulum
has been so greatly into the other extreme, that we for-

get that little over a century hss elapsed since the last
stake was kindled in England about the body of a

wretched woman.

The new photograph of the heavens which is being
prepared by London, Berlin, and Parisian astronomers
showi sixty eight million stars. Evidently Alexander is

having plenty of other worlds to conquer.
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SOCIETY ON DITS

That some Auckland citizens
wish to mark their sense of
loyalty to our most Gracious
Queen by doing what she does

notcare about, namely, erecting
a statue to her memory. She

has repeatedly expressed her

wish that all commemorations

of her reign should take the form of something which

will benefit suffering humanity. Hence the proposal to

have a Children’s Cottage Hospital is the one most likely
to meet with warm and sympathetic support; at least,
so say its promoters.

That the Whist Club (Hamilton) met at Mrs Humes

residence last Tuesday.

That it took three Royal carriages to convey Mr Sed-

don and party from the Euston Railway Station to the

Hotel Cecil. The day following the arrival SirGeorge
Grey welcomed the New Zealand Premier.

That in Wellington it was proposed to roast a bullock
whole to celebrate the Queen’s reign ; but through lapse
of ages, the proper method ofcarrying out the suggestion
has been forgotten, hence the project fell through. How-

ever three days’ food for the poor is to be provided.
That in Auckland the great question of food supply

for famishing multitudes on the Jubilee days is to be

covered by a bun and a banana for each of the children

taking part in the procession Being a hot climate, the
people do not require the same amount of food as in
Wellington, Picton, etc.

That Picton and Havelock intend celebrating the

Record Reign by burnt offerings. A bullock is to be

roasted in both places, besides bon-fires and fireworks.
Other matters are under consideration.

That it is proposed to hold a local industrial and gold-
mining exhibition in Auckland. The Chamber of Com-

merce is taking the matter up warmly. The Chamber
of Mines and the Harbour Board are also interested.

That there are 86 different makes of bicycles in Wel-
lington at present. The rage for cycling is rapidly in-

creasing, and, in fact, is quite an epidemic in the colony.

That the first of the Hamilton Club Euchre parties
comes off on Thursday in the Hall. Mesdames Hume

and Sare have the first night.

That the annual meeting of the Auckland centre ot

the St. John Ambulance Association was a most success-

ful affair, greatly due to the very charming music pro-

vided most kindly by Mr H. Connell’s Glee Club.

That the date fixed for the Thorndon Tennis Club’s

dance in Wellington is the 17th of June. The tickets,
which are ss, are selling well.

That the concert to come off on Friday night at

Hamilton promises to be a great success. As well as

local talent some Auckland musical people are going to

assist.

That it is proposed to introduce English bats into this
colony for the purpose of devouring some of the too

numerousinsect pests.

That the young people of Picton have had very plea-
sant holidays this term, the last dissipation being a

magic-lantern entertainment given by Misses Grace and

Belle Allen. Miss Howard acted as lecturer for the
views, and caused shrieks of laughter at her impromptu
description of objects which were as original—being

home-painted—as the lecture.

That in Wellington to celebrate the Record Reign,
there is to be a chorus of children to sing the National
Anthem, ‘God Bless the Prince of Wales,’ and ‘Rule

Britannia ’ in the Basin Reserve,

That the steeplechase meeting of the Hawke’s Bay-
Hunt Club is to take place about the middle of July, and

that the steeplechase ball will be held in the Princess

Theatre, Hastings, and not in Napier, as it was last

year.

That in Dunedin it has been decided to raise funds for

establishing a children's ward, to be called the Victoria
Ward, in commemoration of the record reign. The
movement was not considered antagonistic to the free

public library, resolved upon a few nights ago. Abont

has been already subscribed.

That the Blenheim Choral Society is much disap-
pointed at the action of Williamson and Musgrove, who

have forbidden the production of any opera of which

they hold the copyright. The Society had arranged to

perform the * Mikado.’

That the Military Ball, which is to be held in the

Garrison Hall, Napier, on June 22nd, promises to be the

best ball held in that town this winter, and that the

Wanderers’ Bicycle Club’s Executive are also making
elaborate preparations for a ball, which is to be held on

July 7th-
That several desirable residents have arrived in Picton,

and are busy house-hunting. Among them are Mrs and
Miss Mackenzie, mother and sister of Dr. Mackenzie, of

Wellington ; Captain Chapple, late R.N., and family,
also Captain Chapple’s son-in-law and family.

That a social was held in the Opera House, Hawera,

lately, when anenjoyable evening was spent. During the

intervals in dancing Miss Whittaker and Mr J. Milden-
hall sang. The music was supplied by Miss Espenge
(piauo). Mr Tyrell (clarionet), Mr J. Tyrell (cornet), and

Miss F. Espange (violin). Messrs Faber and Graham

were efficient M.C.’s.

That an excellent dtawing-room concert is to be held

in the Mount Albert Parish Hall to-night (Wednesday).
All the performers come from town, and are very popu-
lar.

That the Ven. Archdeacon Grace will return to Blen-

heim this week.

That during a football match in the Recreation
Grounds at New Plymouth a hare appeared, and the
match was stopped whilst the players and spectators
gave it chase. It was hemmed in on all sides and

caught.

That at Stratford lately the Shakespearian Society

gave its anniversary recital to a very large audience.
The scenes selected were from ‘Richard ll,’ 'King
John,’ and ‘ Othello,’ and the parts were sustained by
Miss McCracken, the Misses Wilson (two), and Warren,
Messrs T. Hood (Patea), Warren, Kennedy, Holdcroft,
Polson, Murray, Brooking, and McLennan.

That Mr G. Kronfeld has gone to the Islands.

That Picton must be getting to look important. Two
ladies travelling on the * Takapuna ’ went ashore with

their luggage, found their way to the railway station, and

asked when the Hunterville train went out. With some

difficulty they were made to understand that they were

not in Wellington.

That Miss Cox’s second Assembly dance took place last

Tuesday in Christchurch.

That New Zealanders have done remarkably well in
the medical line at Home. Mr W.J. Barclay. 8.A.,50n
of Mr Adam Barclay, ofMangawhare, and nephew of Mrs

T. N. Griffin, of Port Chalmers, who a little over two

years ago left the Dunedin University to prosecute his
medical studies at Edinburgh, has succeeded in being
placed amongst the medallists in senior practical
anatomy, being placed first in this subject, and in
* Materia Medica.' in which he is placed third. In phy-
siology (senior division) he gains a high place in first-
class honours, being sixth on the list. Mr Barclay last

year in addition to several first-class honours, succeeded
in winning a ‘ Vans Dunlop ’ scholarship (junior) in phy-
siology and surgery of /‘too per annum, tenable for three
years.

That the Picton City Fathers were offered/"io towards

planting High Street with trees and refused the donation
with thanks. Truly they are not of those who find
‘ tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, and

sermons in stones.’

That Mr Hunter, M.H.R. for Waipawa, was enter-
tained at a banquet at Danevirke on Thursday, when

Captain Russell and Mr R. D. D. Maclean, M.H.R.’s, as

well as electors from all parts of the country, were

present.

That at the annual meeting of parishioners at West

Lyttelton, held a few days ago, a resolution was carried

asking the Standing Committee of the Synod to provide
for ladies having a voice in the election of church
officers. The general opinion was not only that the

ladies should have the right to vote, but that they should

be eligible to take part in the management of church

affairs.

That the Very Rev. the Dean of Waiapu intends hold-

ing a special service in the Cathedral, Napier, on the

night of June 22nd, in connection with the Diamond
Jubilee, and, in keeping with the hour of service at Home,
the National Anthem will be sung shortly before mid-

night here.

That there are to be several changes in the staff of the

Union SS. Company. Captain McLean is going Home

to bring out the Union Company’s new steamer ‘ Roto-
iti.’ Captain Downie, of the 1 Pukaki,’ will be trans-

ferred to the * Corinna,’ and Captain Anderson, of the

‘ Hanroto,’ will take charge of the ‘ Pukaki.’ Mr Chrisp,
late chief officer of the ‘Corinna,’ will act in a corres-

ponding position on the *Liddesdale,’ vice Mr Paterson,
who will probably join the ‘Talune.’ Mr Stewart,
second officer of the ‘ Corinna,’ has been promoted to
the position of chief officer, and Mr Cameron, formerly
of the ‘ Flora,’ will succeed him as second officer.

That Mr Ashcroft Noall intends giving a pianoforte re-

cital next week at the Athenaeum, Napier.
That the Hamilton people are anxiously looking out

for the Masonic Ball on the 24th. It promises to be a

great success.

That Mrs Duff, ofStoke, Nelson, gave a small evening
party for youjg people on Tuesday, progressive euchre

being the chief amusement.

That the special commissioner of the National Press

Agency, London, Mr Frederick Dolman, is touring New-
Zealand. He is busily engaged a series of articles on

matters affecting the Imperialistic question, and in the
course of his travels is noting down the opinions of the

representative men of the countries he passes through.
One feature of his journey is that during the whole

period he will be eithersailing under the British flag or

travelling through British territory.

That [Mrs Witheford and her two sons are leaving
Auckland shortly for a trip Home.

That Mrs R. C. Cameron, of the North Shore, Auck-

land, gave a dance on Friday night as a farewell to her

son, who is leaving New Zealand immediately.

That the Picton Reading Society gave a very enjoyable
miscellaneous evening on Friday in the Institute. Those

taking part in it were Mr Jennings, who recited ' Guine-

vere ;’ Mrs Allen, who read * a sermon on the text of Old

Mother Hubbard ;’ Miss Howard, ‘ Uncle I’odger ;’ Mrs

Seely and Miss Thompson, ’ An Encounter with an In-

terviewer ;’ Mr Wilson, ‘ Spring House-cleaning;' Miss

R. Williams, • Herve Reil;’ Miss Hay, ’ Faithless Nellie

Gray' and * Number One;’ and Mr Howard, who read

'Mrs McWilliams and the lightning.’

A poor preacher was caught in a shower on his way to

church. He said, ‘ I shall certainly take cold if Igo
into the pulpit sowet.’ ‘Oh, no you wont,’ was the
reply, ‘

you atealways dry enough there.’

CHIROMANCY.
OR THE

SCIENCE OF READING HANDS.

THERE
has been so much interest taken in the

Graphology Column, that it has been decided to

start a ‘Chiromancy’ Column, under the able
guidance of Madame Vero. This lady has devoted a

great deal of time and thought to this verv interesting
subject,and has thoroughly studied it in all its branches.

Her ‘readings’ have been extraordinarily successful,
and The Graphic is fortunate in securing her services.
A sketch ofa hand with all its linesisgiven, as a guide to

those wishing their hands to be read. No one has all the

lines indicated on the specimen hand, but some few of

them will be found on each hand. The following sug-

gestions will help in drawing the hand :—

Lay your hand, palm downwards, on a piece of clean

white paper, the fingers as far apart as they will com-

fortably go. Then with a pencil trace all round it.

Next hold it up against the window, and reverse itso

that it will appear with the palm uppermost, as in the

sketch. Then ink it carefully all round, taking pains to

have the fingers the exact length. In the first sketch in-

dicate the joints as you come to them by dots ; this
makes it much easier to get the correct distances when
filling in the lines. Draw all the lines you see, as far as

possible at correct distances from each other. Put no

names in. Then send your hand with two shillings iu
stamps, to

‘ Madame Vero, care of the Lady Editor,

New Zealand Graphic, Auckland.'

‘W.H.V.B.’ — You have not given me many lines in

your diagram, but it is otherwise a very good one. You
will understand that I can only comment on those given
me. From the development of the mount or space under
the first finger I judge you to be a subject of Jupiter, i.e.,
you are cheerful, rather impetuous, fond of nature, nobly
ambitious, and well endowed with proper pride, self-
respect, and the honour attendant upon high principles.
You enjoy society, and in affairs connected with love or

marriage Jupitereans are generally successful. The

thumb showsapowerful will and strong good sense, but an

absence of tact, although I see the little finger is pointed,
which gives intuition and quickness, while its length will
assist your determination with eloquence and dexterity.
The tips of the other fingers in your drawing are spatu-
late. These confirm the resolution of the thumb,
and give love of freedom, and usefulness, re-

source, endurance, and also a certain dislike of taking
much on trust. You are practical, liberal in opinion,
and independent, but you avoid actions which would
render you conspicuous, and you have a talent, whether

cultivated or the reverse, for acting and mimicry. The

life line is not very satisfactory in length, but if the
other band be different it only indicates an illness of
some severity about 50, and care should be taken of the
health between 40 and 50 The fate line is fortunate,
and betokens success, but I do not think this is obtained
without trouble. The head line is very good. It con-
firms the good sense and judgment of the thumb, and
adds a suffic ency of imagination to the love of reality
displayed by the fingers. The heart line shows much
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steadfastness of affection. Your love is durable
and sincere, but not passionate in its intensity,
and I think free from jealousy ; I cannot be sure of Chis

from a drawing. Youhave given meno lines underneath

thelittle finger, therefore on the subject of timeconnected
with marriage or attachment I must remain silent.
Your success in life is likely to be greater before the age

of 50 than after, although I recognise no pecuniary losses

and the rascette of three well-defined lines give promise
of health, wealth, and general prosperity.—Vero.

With the permission of the editor I would remark to

you and all my correspondents that if on comparing my
readings with the original hands you find you have

omitted any lines in the diagrams, I will gladly answer

any question on the subject of the omission if addressed
to Madame Veto, care of Lady Editor of New Zealand
Graphic, Auckland. —Vero.

GRAPHOLOGY OR PEN PORTRAITS.

Any reader of the New Zealand Graphic can have

his or her character sketched by sending a specimen of

band writing with signature or noin de plume to

MADAME MARCELLA,

• Graphic ’ Office, Auckland.

The coupon appearing on the last page of cover of the

Graphic and twenty-four penny stamps must accom-

pany each letter.

' Lousiana Lou.’—Your handwriting displays such pro-
nounced energy and activity that ifit be possible I think

you must possess too much energetic industry, both

mental and physical. I cannot imagine you to be con-

tented ifunemployed for morethan five minutes consecu-

tively, and even if your fingers are compelled to be

idle your mind is always busy. You are quick in com-

prehending, and also in receiving impressions. Your

decisions are made rapidly, and your conclusions are

drawn in haste, and derived rather from intuition than

discernment, as you seldom devote your time to close

observation ; but although practical, you are ever ready
to sympathise with real trouble, and unselfishness is one

of your strongest characteristics. All your plans and
schemes are laid for the benefit and welfare of

others, and your own advancement is generally left
entirely in the background, while your personal self

esteem is altogether imperceptible. Your temper
is quick, and you are easily annoyed and • worried,’
but the unselfish desire to avoid causing pain
is ever at hand to control the irritation and conceal

the annoyance. You are truthful, unostentatious, very
sincere, and unlikely to be capricious or fickle in love or

friendship, and perseverance is plainly perceptible. Yon

have given me no capital M. the most important of all

letters to the graphologist, therefore on some points of
character I am compelled to remain silent.—Marcella.

‘Compah.’—Your specimen of handwriting indicates
great determination and strength of will. You are most

affectionate, and genuinely kind, but you like to rule,
and I imagine you to be one of those whom it is easy to
lead by loving persuasion, but almost impossible to
coerce by force. You are unconventional, and

rarely influenced by general opinion, steadfast in
maintaining your own views, and disinclined to re-

ceive impressions quickly. You appreciate comfort-
able surroundings, and restless energy is not in
evidence ; but you possess so much tenacity of purpose
that an obstacle in your path invariably acts as a

stimulant, and no effort is wanting to overcome it.
Your love is faithful, passionately strong, and by no

means free from jealousy tinged with suspicion, and

there is danger that this may canse pain, as you are

impulsive in temperament and not a close observer.
Y’our conclusions are too hasty and not always correct.
Y’ou are a great admirer of beauty in art and nature.
Music has especial charms for you, and so also have

bright colours and flowers. Y’our abilities are good, and

your mind is vigorous, but neatnessand method are de-
ficient. Y'ou scarcely pay sufficient attention to detail,
and occasionally give unintentional offence by plain
speaking. In this specimen also there is no capital M.—
Marcella.

Engagements
The latest en"

gagement is
that of Miss

Ella Stopford and Mr

Leonard Malet. The
Misses Stopford have been out
from England some months visit-
ing friends and are at present the

guests of Mr and Mrs Malet, Clearwell, Ashburton.

The marriage of Mr Mason and Miss T. Heath, at

present on the Palmerston Hospital staff, formerly dis-
penser at the Wellington Hospital .comesoff at Palmerston

immediately. They purpose visiting Sydney on the

honeymoon.

Miss Joan Macdonald, librarian at Tirnaru, is shortly
to be married to Mr W. J. Tonquin.

ORANGE BLOSSOMS.

MR G. W. HARDEN TO MISS M. NEWTON.

THE marriage of Mr G. W. Harden, of the Bank of

New South Wales, Hastings, with MissM. Newton,

was celebrated on June Ist at St. Matthew’s

Church, Hastings.

The ceremony was performed by the Rev. J. Hobbs.
The bride was given away by Mr G. H. Roach, Mr J. A.
Preshaw acted as best man, and Miss Roach was brides-
maid.

As the bride has been amember of St. Matthew'schoir
for many years, the members of it attended in full force

and sang,
* How Welcome was the Call,’ and * O Perfect

Love all HumanThought Transcending. ’ The ‘ Wedding
March * was played by the organist. Miss Kelly, as the
bridal party left the church.

After the ceremony a wedding breakfast was given

by Mr G. H. Roach, and subsequently the bride and

bridegroom left for Danevirke en route for Wellington.

MR PARK TO MISS TORY.

ATthe residence of the bride’s parents in Palmerston

North a quiet marriage was performed last week. Quiet

as the affair was, very much interest was taken in itby
a numerous circle of friends and acquaintances by
whom the bride and bridegroom are very much esteemed

and appreciated.

The bridegroom is Mr William Park, who has been

elected Mayor of Palmerston for two successive years,

and has also been Chairman of the Palmerston Hospital

Board for one term. The bride, Miss Jane Tory, is the
youngest daughter of Mr Thomas Tory, of Palmerston

North.

The Rev. J. A. Luxford conducted the service in the

presence of the immediate relatives of the happy pair.

The bride's father gave her avay, and her pretty
bridal toilette was much admired.

Mr and Mrs Park left by the noon train en route for
Auckland, the bride wearing a chic costume of floral silk

brocade, in which fawn, heliotrope, and green were

daintily blended. This smart dress was trimmed with
surah silk and sparkling passementerie. Her bat was of

celery green velvet with heliotrope tips.

Ahearty send-off was given to them on the platform

at the station by a crowd of admiring friends, who

wished them much happiness and prosperity.

The bride’s presents were many and handsome

MR GRACIE TO MISS MORGAN.

The Rev. H. Wilson officiated at the wedding of Mr

Gracie and Miss Elizabeth Morgan at the bride’s home

in Paeroa last week.

VERY much interest was evinced in the wedding in the

district, as the bride’s father, Mr W. Morgan, is manager
of the Ohinemuri Syndicate.

MR TREADWELL TO MISS SARJEANT.

The marriage of Mr James Henry Alfred Treadwell
and Miss Catherine J. Sarjeant, youngest daughter of
Mr Isaac Sarjeant, of Deniair, eventuated at Wanganui
last week.

The ceremony was performed at the residence of the

bride’s father by the Rev. J. Ross, of Tarakina.

Mr W. Sarjeant was best man.

The bride looked very attractive in white, with orange
blossom wreath and veil, and bouquet.

Her bride maidens were Misses Rose Tylee and
Nellie McLeod, who were prettily garbed in pink.

Mr Treadwell is the youngest son of the late Rev.
James Treadwell.

MR FLEMING To MISS MAUNSELL.

A smartly fashionable wedding was celebrated at St.

Stephen’s, Opotiki, lately by the Rev. F. W. Masting.

The bride was Miss Bertha Maunsell, of Opotiki, and

the bridegroom Mr Malcolm Fleming, of Auckland.

An 1 At Home ’ was held after the ceremony at the
residence of the bride’s father, and was well attended.

The happy couple went to Rotorua, Tauranga, for
their honeymoon.

TNE REAL SULTAN.

THE MOST ABJECT COWARD IN EUROPE.

Victor Berord, in writing on Turkey and the Sultan for
a Parisian review, has told some very interesting facts.
For several years he was a college professor in Constan-
tinople, and knows his subject thoroughly. He blames
the Sultan and Russia for the Armenian massacres, and
holds the Sultan up toscorn as perhaps the most abject
coward bolding a high position in Europe.

So fearful is the Sultan of dynamite that he will not
allow electricity to be used in Constantinople, as it is

generated by dynamos. He says that for months no

Turkish Minister in other countries has drawn pay, the

army is unpaid, and the money that should be so used is

spent • to pay a swarm of spies and the Immense Imperial
Guard, to send presents toEuropean sovereigns, diamond
decorations to Continental Ministers and their wives, and
to bribe German, French, and American papers ’

Here is the pen picture he draws of the Sultan: —

* Abdul Hamid is a gentle, shy, civil man, rather cold
at a first interview, but whose mannerbecomes winning
on better acquaintance. His temper is even, his address
affable, his native intelligence above the average, bnt his
culture is nil. The gross farces of the Turkish stage and
“penny horrible” French literature are his great de-
light. He has ordered the whole of “ Xavier de Monte-

pin ”to be translated for him. His piety, perhaps simu-
lated, is narrow and superstitious, and his private life
serious and indeed austere. The most severe Young
Turks admit that for centuries the Ottoman throne has
not b;en occupied by a man so little sensual. Ambas-
sadors have all been charmed by Abdul Hamid, and
many have not got over this pleasant impression. It is
due to the extreme politeness of this autocrat, to his at-
tention to their remarks, his apparent assent to every
one of their conclusions. The proofs he gives of hard

work, good-will and scrupulousness appeal to even the

most liberal Young Turks, like Murad Bey. A great
effort or long habit is necessary to mistrust or disbelieve
a man who seems so upright, and who certainly is un-

happy. Everything in his attitude, words and even

silence, his sudden pinching of the lips, starts of the

body, wandering looks, and the pallor of the cheeks, dis-
guised by powder—everything shows unreasoning, in-
curable fear in the successor of the unfortunate Aziz and
Murad. It is thekey tohis character. Fear has subdued
in him pride, passion and vices, but it has also killed
generosity, straightforwardness, honour and all senti-
ment further than that of self-preservation.’

HE GOT IT.

The following colloquy is said to have taken place be-

tween the late Mr Spurgeon and a boy in his orphan-
age : —

* Mis’r Spudgin, s’posing there was an orfin ’sylum an’
a hunnerd orfins in it, an’ all the orflns had uncles and
auntses to bring ’em cakes an’ apples, ’cept one orfin
wot hadn’t no one, oughtn’t somebody give that orfin
sixpence ?’

* I think so, Bob,’ replied Mr Spurgeon ; • but why ?’
‘ ’Cause I’m him,’ said Bob.
The * orfin ’ got his sixpence.

Q P E R A HOUSE.

Sub-Lessees Messrs Williamson and Musgrove.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!

TO-NIGHT and

FOLLOWING NIGHTS.

WILLIAMSON AND MUSGROVE’S

“

M A T S A”
VAUDEVILLE COMPANY.

Managerial Card We beg to draw attention to the fact
that, through a variety of circumstances, we have been enabled
to secure a wonderful combination of artistic excellence,
andbeg to assure our patrons that they will find, in the above
Organization, the Most Amusing, Most Talented, Most Enter-
taining. and Absolutely the Most Expensive Coterie of Artists,
that has ever visited New Zealandunder our Management.

WILLIAMSON and MUSGROVE.

The Famous English Burlesque Artiste,
MISS ALICE LEAMAR.

The Celebrated Comedian. Dancer, and Humorist
MR JOHN COLEMAN.

The Famous Grotesque Artists and Pantomimists,
THE THREE DELEVINES.

Our Own Pocket Comedian—the Funniest Man of His Inches in
the World.

LITTLE GULLIVER.

The Popular Australian Baritone.
MR ERNEST FITTS.

Tne Clever Dancers and Mandolinists -the
WINTERTON SISTERS.

The Renowned Whistling Comedian,
MR FRANK LAWTON.

The celebrated ’Cat King.’
MR LEONI CLARK,

and

COUNTLESS OTHER ATTRACTIONS.

Prices—ss. 3s. and Is.

HAROLD ASHTON. Touring Manager,
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SOCIETY.

AUCKLAND.

Dear Bek, Junk 7.

We are having a good deal of rain, scattered
sort of rain, which, though perhaps necessary, is none

the less unpleasant for pleasure-seekers. Whit-Sunday
morning was very wet, and adversely affected the col-

lections in the Anglican Churches for the Melanesian
Mission. Whit-Monday was cold, but fine, and the
Bank and many office holiday-makers had the chance
and leisure to enjoy the races, leaving ordinary business
people to grumble at the empty streets and closed Banks.

Miss Dolly Davis gave a very nice little

AFTERNOON TEA

at ‘Mona.’ Symonds-street, last week to welcome Miss

Sybil Nathan back to Auckland. An appetising ‘ five
o’clock,’ only earlier, was served in little tables in the
large dining-room, very deftly arranged, where trifles of
sponge-cake and of fruit reigned amongst other dainties,
and were much appreciated. Miss Dolly Davis was

handsomely frocked in black silk, with black and white
check silk blouse ; Miss Sybil Nathan, green and black
dress of English design, large black plumed hat ; the
Misses Thomson, who were ably assisting Miss Davis in

attending to her guests, looked well, the elder dad in a

pale blue blouse veiled in white muslin, black skirt; the

younger in brown costume trimmed with yellow silk ;
Miss Dixon, who wore navy tailor-made dress, brown

hat with shaded poppies, looked very chic after her

trip South ; Miss Burns, handsome costume of helio-
trope cloth, large hat to match ; Miss Philips, tailor-
made grey dress, large white hat trimmed with bands of

turquoise velvet and black feather ; Miss Lennox, green
skirt and jacket faced with white cloth ; Miss Nation,
dark red skirt, shot silk blouse ; Miss Hesketh, grey
costume ; Miss Ire’and, black dress, large green hat;
Miss Brigham, black dress handsomely embroidered in
white; Miss Buckland, black costume ; Miss Isaacs,
dark brown; Miss Hay, navy blue serge, large black

hat ; Miss E. Brett, dark brown costume; Miss Morrin,
navy blue, scarlet vest ; etc., etc. Amongst the gentlemen
were Messrs Lecky, Daveney, Drs. Sharman and

Parkes, Messrs Anderson, Gordon, Biss, Purchas, Moly-
neux, Chisolm. Miss Davis also had a musical evening,
when many of the same guests were present, and music,

games and dancing were enjoyed.
Mrs Hudson Williamson gave a most

enjoyable afternoon tea

at her residence, Carleton Gore Road, on Thursday last.

Among those present were Mesdames Kallender, Snell,
Alloway, (Judge) Smith, Keogh, Hay, Wylde-Brown, C.

C. Baker, Reid (from South), Dacre, Sloman, Goodall,
Goodwin, and others. The Misses Snell, Goodwin, and

Slowman assisted Miss Williamson in waiting upon her

mother’s guests during the afternoon.
The Auckland Racing Club held their

FIRST DAYS’ WINTER MEETING

on Saturday. The weather was anything but pleasant,
as it rained incessantly during the first part of the day,
making the course very heavy, but happily cleared up

during the afternoon. Alas I the rain left parts of the

lawn which were much frequented by pedestrians ankle
deep in mud, and I leave you to imagine the state of
skirts and boots of the gentler sex, who by chance made
that way one of egress from the stand, though I must

confess it was amusing to seepeople wading about in the
mud with such a charming expression marked upon their

countenances. The attendance of the ladies was, in-
deed, large for the weather, though of course, many had
donned their gowns of the prior winter, not daring to

venture out in their new array, which would decidedly
have been ruined. All shades of green were very promi-
nent amongst the colours of the gowns worn. There
was a sprinkling of red, which brightened up the

otherwise darkened stand After green, brown
seemed to be the next colour in favour. I will now

give you a description of the gowns worn : —Mrs

Thomas Morrin (President’s wife), light fawn tweed
tailor-made costume, white waistcoat, white tie, black
velvet hat with black ostrich feathers, and pink roses

beneath the brim ; Mrs Welstead (nie Miss Chambers)
wore her travelling costume of myrtlegreen cloth tailor-
made, white vest with bands of black military braid
laid across in hussar style, black velvet high-crowned
sailor hat with dash of rose pink silk on one side and
standing very high ; Miss Buckland, navy serge tailor-
made gown, black straw hat with wreath of autumn
roses beneath the brim at back ; Mrs Alfred Buckland
(jun.), tabac brown costume, felt hat en suite ; Mrs Harry
Tonks, dark skirt, sultan red silk blouse finished with
black velvet, black fur tippet, black sailor hat ; Mrs

Andrew Hanna, dark olive green tailor-made costume,
white vest, sailor hat with Auckland Polo colours ; Mrs

Black, black gown, cloth jacket with military braid,
black hat; Mrs Charles Brown, dark costume with royal
blue velvet trimmings, black straw hat with ostrich

feathers; Mrs (Colonel) Dawson, serpent green flecked

tweed trimmed with velvet en suite, black Alpine felt

hat; Miss Kilgour, stylish violet flecked tweed, black

velvet Tam-o’-Shanter toque with violets ; Mrs Good-
son (Hawera), bronze green cloth with fur trimming,
green velvet Medici collar, green velvet toque with violets;
Mrs Worsp, pale fawn tailor-made costnme, Nil green
toque ; Miss Worsp, navy serge, red and black striped
t'e, sailor hat; Miss D. Wotsp, fawn tailor-made gown,
white felt hat; Mrs Thornton (Waikato) was much ad-

mired in buis tailor-made gown, brown straw hat with
buis ostrich feathers, and autumn flowers beneath brim ;
Miss Shepherd, gendarme green cloth with fox fur, toque
of yellow flowers ; Mrs Willie Bloomfield, lizard green
cloth gown with bolero ; the fulness at the top of sleeves

was of moss green stripes let in the material, while the

vest was ofmoss green, hat en suite with ostrich feathers
and pink roses beneath brim ; Mrs Ware, navy serge,
small bonnet of navy ; Miss Ware, emerald green tailor-
made gown,sailor hat with Auckland Polo colours; Mrs

Devore, navy serge, black velvet jacketwith black braid ;
Mrs Collins, navy serge, with sealskin cape, pink chiffon
bows, black velvet hat with upstanding black ostrich

feathers; Mrs Bodie, black gown, black Alpine hat; Mrs

Holgate, navy serge, brown cloth jacket, becoming red

toque; Miss Sage, grey tweed with celery green silk
flounces on shoulder sleeves, large black velvet hat with
flowers and feathers ; Mrs Clifton, fawn tailor-made
gown, blue vest, black velvet hat; Mrs Gorrie,
black ; Mrs Markham, bro *n tailor - made gown ;
Mrs Nelson Gamble, black gown with velvet jacket en

suite ; Miss Hepburn, brown gown, cape and hat en suite :

Mrs Selby, black ; Mrs Mercer, violet costume, Alpine
felt hat; Mrs (Dr.) Scott, navy serge made with bolero,

navy toque with flowers; Mrs A. Carrick, brown check

coat; Mrs Ranson, paon fonce green cloth coat with fox

fur, toque with flowers to match ; Miss Wilkins, beige
tailor-made gown .pink vest, black Tam-o’-Shanter shape
with pink bows; Miss Maud Wilkins, black crepon with
old rose trimmings ; Mrs Wilfred Rathbone, very hand-
some b’ack crepon with white ruffle round neck, black
ve'vet hat with feathers ; Miss O. Lusk, black gown,
black feather boa, black hat ; Mrs Hope Lewis, fawn

tailor-made gown ; Mrs Buddle, brown tailor-made

gown, bonnet with pink roses ; Mrs Woodroffe, black

gown, fur boa, black toque with magenta velvet trim-

mings ; Miss Cuff, navy serge, black Alpine hat; Miss
Sellers, navy serge, hat with shot ribbons; Miss Dun-

nett, brown gown ornamented with large buttons,
cardinal red straw hat; Miss Atkinson, navy serge with

fur; and her sister wore brown with hat to match ; Mrs

Greenwav and Miss Firth were similarly attiredin navy ;
Mrs Windsor, black costume ; Mrs Masefield, navy ; Mrs

Broughton, very strikingautumn-coloured gown trimmed
with silk to match, Nil green toque with autumn-coloured
flowers; Miss Ansenne, tabac brown ; Miss Clayton
(Sydney), navy serge gown, black velvet hat with striped
Tam-o’-Shanter crown, one sideblack coque feathers and

the other an upstanding pink rose ; Mrs Chamberlin,
black gown, bonnet with violets; Mrs Ansenne. navy

serge, white Medici collar, sailor hat ; Miss Henderson
(Dunedin), brown tailor-made gown ; Miss Davy, grey
gown and cape with fur en suite ; Mrs Elliot, black ; the

Misses Elliot, navy serges; Miss Shirley-Baker, grey

tweed, black velvet cape, and her sister wore navy with

brown hat ; Miss Hay (Grafton), dark green trimmed

with velvet, black straw hat with coque feathers; Miss
S. McLaughlin, navy serge, white vest; Miss Philips,
grey tailor-made gown ; Miss Ada Dixon, navy serge,
brown hat; Miss Yonge, navy ; Miss Percival, green

crepon, with cloth jacket and toque en suite ; Miss Edith
Percival, black; Miss Ethel Percival, navy; Miss Dev-

ereux, brown ; and her sister, navy ; Mrs Seccombe,
brown gown, felt hat en suite; Mrs Churton, grey-
tweed with old gold cape and vest, brown Alpine hat;
Mrs Thompson, black moire, black bonnet with butter-

cup-coloured roses and trimmings; Miss Thompson,
black gown, hat relieved with dome blue ; and her sister,
chartreuse green gown with figured green silk vest,
collar, and waistband, blacs. hat with gendarme green
and red chrysanthemums ; the Misses Dowellwore navy,
the younger wearing a vivid red hat ; Miss Snell, bronze

moyen tailor-made gown, black hat with pink flowers;
Miss Buil, navy gown with navy felt Alpine hat; Miss
Beatrice Bull, navy serge, vivid red felt hat ; Miss

Wylde-Brown, navy serge, black hat with bright
magenta roses ; and her sister wore black ; Misses Hay
(three), of Remuera, were studies in navy with white
sailor hats ; Mrs Forbes, black gown, black Alpine hat ;
Mrs Walker (Ellerslie), black silk ; Mrs Coleman, navy-
tailor made gown, Alpine hat; Mrs Waddel, electrique
blue gown, fawn cape, large black straw hat ; Mrs

Buchanan, navy gown, floral bonnet ; Miss Roberts

(Panmure), brown ; Mrs Sharland, black skirt, brown

jacket, black boat-shaped hat with coque feathers and

ribbons; Mrs Blair, dark green costume; Mrs Dun-

woodie, dark gown ; Miss Dunwoodie, grey gown, green

cape with black braid ; Miss Cotter, Sultan red gown ;
and her sister, navy ; etc.

We had quite
A PLEASANT EVENING

at the annual meeting of the St. John Ambulance Asso-

ciation on Friday night in the Y.M.C.A. Rooms. Our

new member, Mr J. J. Holland, was in the chair, and

quite a large attendance gratified the hard working com-

mittee and energetic secretary, Mr W. Rattray. The
latter's report showed a great improvement in attend-

ance at classes, funds, etc., from last year. This Asso-

ciation still owes a few pounds to the head centre in

London for the beautiful new Ashford litter for convey-
ing injured persons, and an appeal was made for

honorary- members at an annual subscription of five
shillings. Mrs Holland, wife of the M.H.R., very-
kindly handed the certificates and medallions to the
successful pupils. Mr H. Connell’s Glee Club rendered

extremely pretty glees, and Messrs Cousins and Kissling
each gave a solo. Saturday- afternoon classes are being
formed for teachers, which will l>e a great source of use-

fulness for country districts.

Mrs J. J. Holland gave

A EUCHRE PARTY

at ‘ Moana-Kitea,’ City Road, last Wednesday evening.
There wereseven tablesarranged in the drawing-room for

playing. At the King table, besides wafers, the winners
received a tiny bell suspended by ribbon, to show how

many games each one won at that table. Miss M. Led-

ingham was the winner of the ladies' prize, which was a

silver-mounted pen with mother-of-pearl handle, which

Miss Holland had brought from Sydney. The gentle-
men’s prize wasa fitted pocket book, and was won by Mr

Sims. The booby prizes were won by Miss Devore and

Dr. Parkes. Play was continued till eleven o’clock,
when anadjournment was made to the dining-room for

supper, which consisted of oysters, trifles, jellies, cakes,
sandwiches, ice-creams, wines, etc. In the centre of the

table was a large basket of anemonesand ferns, and

specimen glasses of white camelias and anemones were

dotted about the table. After supper there were songs
and music by Miss Reeve, Mrs Mahoney, Miss
Holland, Miss Essie Holland, and Mr Sims. Mrs

Holland wore black silk, with black sequin net

vest ; Miss Holland wore a pink chini silk evening
blouse with bolero of butter-coloured lace, black skirt :
Miss Essie Holland, blue silk evening blouse with cream

lace vest, black skirt; Mrs Lusher, black brocaded

silk evening blouse, heliotrope silk vest and collar,
black skirt; Mrs Donald, maize shot silk even-

ing blouse trimmed with jet, black silk skirt; Mrs

Edger, white chine silk evening blouse trimmed with
white chiffon, black skirt ; Mrs E Mahoney, shot lustre
trimmed with black velvet and pale blue satin ribbon ;
Mrs Hanna, black satin, iridescent jewelled trimming ;
Mrs Ledingham, brown silk trimmed with butter coloured

lace; Miss Donald, pink nun’s veiling relieved with

white lace ; Miss J. Reeve, black silk evening blouse

with white chiffon, black velvet skirt; Miss Ledingham,
electric blue silk blouse, black skirt ; Miss Devore, pale
blue dress, yoke of pink silk covered with white lace ;
Miss M. Ledingham, cream silk evening blouse, black

skirt; Miss Cardno, white silk evening blouse, black

skirt; Miss Laird, white with buttercup silk belt; etc.

Amongst the gentlemen were Judge Edger. Drs. Parkes
and Pabst, Messrs Donald (two), Ledingham, Hanna,
Mahoney, Holland (two), Rennell, Orbell, Mackay, Mc-

Phail, Sims and Houghton.
THE PONSONBY ' AT HOME ’

opened its winter season under favourable auspices on

Friday evening last. The committee, and especially the

secretary (Mr Norman Baker), had exer.ed themselves to

good purpose, for all the appointments were excellent,
and when the band, under the leadership of Mr Adams,
sounded the call for the opening waltz, not less than
thirty five couples answered to the welcome summons.

Among the guests were Lieutenant Oldham, Lieutenant
Bradley, Engineer Moorshead, and Assistant-Paymaster
Babb of H.M. ‘ Mildura,’ who appreciated to the fullest
extent this sociable gathering. Since the first ‘At

Home ’ was given in Ponsonby more than twenty years

ago children have in many cases grown up and taken the
places of their parents, but the function has lost none of
its popularity. These pleasant monthly dances have

contributed materially to the unostentatious social har-

mony for which Auckland’s western suburb is famous.
That stock of pleasant recollections which forms the

chieftreasure of middle life has received many additions
in the case of past and present members from associa-

tions connected with the music, healthful exercise, and

neighbourly gaietyof these sociable evenings. And then

what shall be said of the indelible impressions left on the

minds of debutantes —the choice of becoming dress, the

eager preparations, theanxious toilet, the hopes and fears

and conjectures about possible partners—who would not
live over again these joyous, unsophisticated dreams of

youth ! As usual at the opening of the season, Friday
last was distinguished by the emergence of some young

ladies from the juvenile chrysalis to the higher flights of

full-grown butterfly existence. For such, perchance, the

mention of supper may seem a prosaic detail unworthy
of a moment’s thought amid such ethereal surroundings,
but experience teaches a different lesson, and the Com-

mittee of the Ponsonby ‘ At Homes ’ have always made

excellent cuisine a leading feature in their arrangements.
The management of this department has always been

the special care of the ladies of the Committee, who have

entered into the work with enthusiasm, and always dis-

play great taste in furnishing anI decorating the tables.
Mrs Devore looked exceedingly well in black satin re-

lieved with white satin revers and epaulettes veiled with
sequined net ; Mrs J. R. Hanna wore an effective black
satin gown with beige rose silk sleeves, the low-cut

bodice outlined with jet passementerie over pink silk

fold; Mrs Dufaur was charming in soft cream crepon,
cream satin sleeves, bodice trimmed with silver passe-
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menterie ; Miss Dunnett, black satin gown, cerise satin
sleeves with black lace frills falling over them ; Mrs

Littler wore a pretty pale blue pin spot lustre, deep frill

of white embroidered chiffon on front and back
of low corsage, sparkling ornaments ; Mrs An-

drews was much admired in a maize silk gown, low

corsage trimmed with swansdown, pearl garniture on

berthe, yellow wild roses on shoulder and hair ;
Mrs Edgar, rich black metveilleux gown, pink satin
bodice under black insertion lace ; Miss Boyd (Taka-
punai, white crepon, white satin sleeves, cream silk
Maltese lace deftly arranged on bodice to form a jabot;
Miss Devore looked charming in a gauzy gown of pink
net over rose pink silk ; Mrs Oxley, dove grey, white
satin and net sleeves; Miss Dacre was graceful in shell

pink crepon, white satin sleeves, bodice veiled in white
and tinsel gauze ; Miss Holland, white spotted net

over white satin, pearl garniture adorned the front
of corsage ; sprays of wisteria on shoulders; Miss

Essie Holland, pink crepon, white lace frill on

bebi bodice; Miss Percival wore white figured silk,
yeFow silk sleeves, cluster of flowers on berthe ;
Miss Florrie Hart (debutante), pretty white lustre, long
sleeves of rucked white satin, satin corselet belt,
low neck finished with crystal trimming ; Miss Morrin,
white pin spot lustre, butterfly sleeves, jewelled garniture
on bodice ; Miss Bertha Gittos, heliotrope silk, violet
velvet sleeves, white net fichu with bebe ribbon ; Miss

Laird, yellow silk, the sleeves were formed of accordion
frills after the prevailing mode ; Miss Haven (debutante),
pretty soft white dress, white silk bodice ; Miss Kennedy,
pink lustre; Miss Preece, vieux roseveiling gown,bodice
and sleeves adorned with cream lace ; Miss F. Preece,
rose pink trimmed with white lace; Miss Lelia Langs-
ford, all white ; Miss E. Atkinson looked very well in
soft white spotted muslin, deep frill of lace on low cor-

sage, lilies-of-the valley in her hair ; Miss Stephenson,
white, forget-me-not blue silkEmpire belt ; Miss Merritt,
cream silk ; Miss — Merritt, striking rose pink gown ;
Miss Campbell, white trimmed with chiffon, etc., etc.

‘ PONSONBY SOCIALS.’

Smart balls, ‘ At Homes,’ and socials follow one an-

other in rapid succession just now. That of the Pon-
sonby fortnightly ‘ socials,’ which came off last Friday
in the Oddfellows’ Hall, was among the most enjoyable.
As usual, there was a good muster of members, and the

dancing was entered into with great spirit.
Phyllis Broune.

HAMILTON.

Dear Bee, June 3.
A most

ENJOYABLE EUCHRE PARTY

was given by Dr. and Mrs Kenny on Friday, 28th May.
It was a very wet night, but everyone turned up. There
were s*x tables. The prizes were won by Miss Masefield
and Mr Stephens, and the boobies weie Miss Hume and

Mr Mair. Among the dresses I noticed our hostess,
looking very charming in a cream delaine and green

satin sleeves ; Mrs Sare, red blouse; Miss Bailey, grey ;
Mrs Hume, pretty shot red and black velvet ; Miss

Hume, crushed strawberry blouse ; Mrs Metcalfe (Auck-
land), black silk; Miss Cussen, blue silk blouse ; Miss
A. Jolly, pink evening dress ; Miss C. Jolly, pretty blue;
Miss Masefield, pink ; Miss Carrie Wallnutt, blue even-

ing dress ; Mrs Browning, black ; Miss Browning, grey

and black.

Zilla.

BLENHEIM.

Dear Bee, June i.

The first of a series of

assemblies

arranged by Miss Redwood and Miss Waddy took place
in Ewart’s Hall last Friday evening, and was very

pleasant, though the number present was not quite so

large as had been anticipated, in consequence of other

attractions. The floor was in splendid order, and the

appearance of the hall much improved by the corners

being draped with curtains, and cosy seats placed, which
were very enticing. A dainty supper was attractively
arranged on the stage, and screened until the time came

for the consumption of the various comestibles pro-
vided. Some of the ladies present were Mrs Black, who

looked remarkably well in a black silk dress covered

with yellow spotted black tulle ; Mrs Snodgrass, black

surah skirt, yellow surah bodice veiled with black chenille
spotted tulle ; Mrs Waddy, black skirt, black velveteen

bodice trimmed with black lace ; Mrs Thompson, yellow-
silk crepon trimmed with yellow chiffon ; Miss Robertson
wore a very becoming dress of black crepon, white satin
bodice veiled with black tulle, black crepon sleeves with

bows of black and white satin ribbons ; Miss Waddy, pale
pink crepon with jet trimmings and pink chiffon ; Miss

Pasley (Gisborne), very pretty yellow silk veiled with
black tulle with yellow spots; Miss Johnston, pale pink
silk veiled with striped muslin, the bodice trimmed with
a profusion of white lace, with handsome bow and ends
of pink watered silk ribbon on the skirt ; Miss Johansen
(Motueka), a simply-made dress of pale blue nun’s veil-

ing ; Miss Horton, white cashmere dress, the bodice
trimmed with frills edged with gold galon ; Miss Annie
Horton, very becoming dress of canary-coloured cash-

mere ; Miss Redwood, pale blue silk skirt and bodice
covered with black silver-figured gauze; Miss Chaytor,
pale blue : Miss J. Chaytor, cream ; Miss Pearce, white
cashmere dress with pink Liberty silk sleeves and sash ;
Miss Winstanley, cream dress ; and among the gentle-
men present I noticed Messrs Snodgrass, Robinson,
Waddy, Mirams. Stubbs, Dunn. Thompson, H. F.

Thompson. Harris, Bunting, Lockston, Dymock, D’Arcy
Chaytor, L. Griffiths, Stace, Hodson, etc. Shortly
before the dance concluded, which it did at midnight,
some delicious soup was served.

The funeral of the late Arthur Carkeek, who died on

the Queen’s Birthday, took place, as it was fitting it

should for one who had distinguished himselfand received
the New Zealand cross in recognition of his services,
with considerable ceremony, both Volunteers and Free

Masons uniting to honour their late comrade. Mr

Morgan Carkeek (brother of the disceased) was chief
mourner, and Mrs Carkeek, who arrived the night before

from Mannkau, also attended the funeral.
A rather large number of sportsmen were recently-

entertained at ‘ Hillersden ’ by Mr James Bell for a week,
for the purpose of hare shooting, and though they did
not regard their success as being quite up to the usual

mark, they shot nearly a hundred. The gentlemen were

Messrs Goulter, Redwood Goulter, Fred. Redwood,
Harry Eccles, W. Trolove (‘The Shades’), U. Collins
(Kaikoura), Adam Bell (Green Hills, Kaikoura), W.

Adams (Langley Dale), and Mr J. Redwood's young son,
Hamilton, who is quite au Jait m the handling of a gun.
Quail, as well as hares, were shot. Some young ladies

staying at ‘ Hillersden ’
were Misses Sinsted (Westport),

E. Carey, L. Harding, and Bell (St. Leonards). When

the party broke up they dispersed in various directions,
a portion going to Hawkesbury to continue shooting
there.

A very enjoyable progressive euchre party was given
by Mrs W. Nosworthy, Maxwell Road, last Friday even-

ing, and after the appointed number of games were

played the rest of the evening was devoted to music.

Frida.

NELSON.

Dear Bee, Jone 2.

On the Queen’s Birthday everything was very
quiet in town, but in the evening Mrs Mcßae gave a

most

DELIGHTFUL DANCE

at her pretty residence, Richmond. Mrs Mcßae, who
makes a splendid hostess, looked well in black silk re-

lieved with a little real lace ; Miss Mcßae wore a very

pretty pink silk trimmed with silver ; Miss Belle Mcßae,
becoming frock of pale greeu crepon. Amongst the

guests were Mrs Muntz, blue cashmere; Miss Dezone,
stylish red si'k evening blouse, black crepon skirt; Miss
L. Pike, heliotrope crepon evening dress; her sister
looked well in white silk ; Miss Duff, white nun’s veil-
ing ; Miss Nora Livesey wore a pretty shade of blue,
as also did Miss A. Trolove ; Miss Mabel Trolove,
bright red, which suited her well ; Miss Zita Broad
looked pretty in white silk; Miss Harris, buttercup
crepon with lace trimmings ; Miss M. Harris, pink even-

ing frock ; Miss Ellis, cream crepon ; Miss D. Roberts
also wore cream ; Misses Martin, Blair,etc. The gentle-
men were Messrsß. Mcßae. Moffatt, F. Dunn, J. Glasgow,
E. Mackay, Ellis (two), Broad (Wellington.*, Preshaw,
Livesey (two), Roberts, Pike, E. Saxton, E. Strong, C.
Hamilton, C. Levien, D. Edwards, etc. The supper was

all one could desire, the table decorations were most
artistic, being composed of yellow chrysanthemums
beautifully arranged on green silk.

On Saturday eveningseveral ladies of Richmond gave a

SMALL DANCE

in the Institute for Miss Wright, who is shortly going
away to Wellington. The chaperones were Mesdames
Ellis, Petrie, and Blair. I do not think there were any
new frocks worn, but for all that everyone enjoyed them-
selves immensely, and the evening was pronounced a

great success by all.
Phyllis.

NEW PLYMOUTH.

Dear Bee, May 31.

Last Thursday evening Mr and Mrs W. J.
Shaw had invited a large number of friends to a

progressive euchre party,

but owing to a heavy downpour of rain very few were

able to attend. Those who were able to be present spent
a most enjoyable evening with euchre, and afterwards

music and singing. The first prizes at the progressive
euchre were won by Miss Gladys Holdsworth and Mr

Harold Hursthouse, and the booby prizes by Miss Holds-

worth and Mr Godfrey Holdsworth. The young people
of the place have been enjoying the last week of their
holidays, as on Wednesday they had a progressive euchre

party at Mrs Hursthouse’s, on Friday a surprise dance
at Mrs Paul’s, and on Saturday a dance at Mrs W. H.
Skinner’s.

Edna.

Dear Bee. June 4.
A very

PLEASANT DANCE

was given in the Alexandra Hall last Thursday, in

honour of Mr Williams who has been staying in New

Plymouth, but is returning to resume duties in Auck-
land. The music was supplied by Mr Garry and his son.

The supper-table was a work of art. In the centre was a

beautiful stand of artificial hyacinths mixed with trail-

ing ivy leaves and periwinkle. Down the centre ran

pale green and gold, intermingled with ivy, and finished
off at each end with a stand like that of the centre.

Among those present Inoticed Mrs Paul in black and gold ;
Miss Berry, pink ; Miss Cock, white and cardinal ; Mrs

Tribe, cream and pink ; Mrs Goldwater, black silk ; Miss

Cottier, green and mirror satin ; Miss Cunningham, pink
and cream; MissJ.Cottier, pinkand terra-cotta; Mrs Ellis,
brown and gold ; Miss Fookes, pale green ; Miss Ellis,
cream with lace ; Misses Fookes, white ; Mrs Hall,
cream brocade; Miss I. Ellis, pale green ; Miss Johnson,
black ; Miss Rawson, pale green; Mrs Tribe, black

satin ; Miss V. Bayley, cream satin and blue ; Miss Jack-
son, amber and black ; Miss Morey, white and pink ;
Miss G. Morey, cream andred roses ; Miss Batten, white
with satin trimmings ; Mrs Cotter, black ; Miss Thom-

son, white; Miss Grace Panl, white ; Misses O’Brien,

white, and white satin ribbons; Messrs Enderby, Wil-
liams, Wright, Mclntyre, Thomson (two), Stapp, Cottier
(two). Cock, Stocker, Avery, Fookes, Holdsworth,
Stronts, Webster, Noble (two), Humphries, Paul.

Last Friday Mrs McDarmaid gave a very pleasant
musical evening, and the following evening Mrs Skinner
gave a very enjoyable children’s party.

Nancy Lee.

WELLINGTON.

Dear Bee. June 4.
THE entertainment

organised by Lady Douglas in aid of the Rangitikei
floods was given last Monday night in the Opera House,
which was packed, the audience, to judge from the

great applause, seeming much pleased with the enter-
tainment. Bach individual tableau and scene was so

good and so splendidly staged, that it is hard to say
which was best. Many thought that the club swinging
was the prettiest item. This was done by a number of

young ladies dressed in the Grecian style. The dresses
were very pretty and becoming; they were made of soft
white material bordered with the gold key pattern. The

Japanese scenewas also much enjoyed ; in fact, as I have
already mentioned, everything was splendidly carried out,
and great credit is due to Lady Douglas for all the trouble
she has had in connection with their entertainment,
which proved so successful. At the finish of the per-
formance Mr Travers, from the audience, made a short
speech, in which he spoke with praise when alluding to
the success of the evening’s entertainment, and con-

gratulated Lady Douglas, after which three cheers were

heartily given for her. Among the very large audience
I noticed Mrs Macpherson, who was wearing a pale blue
silk gown and grey opera cloak ; Mrs Travers, black
silk, the bodice trimmed with pale blue velvet, brown
cloak bound with fur ; Mrs Barclay, black velvet gown
with berthe of old lace ; Miss Barclay wore white ; Mrs
Wardell, black silk gown, the bodice relieved with
white, long fawn cloak ; Mrs Quick, black silk

gown trimmed with jet and lace, handsome grey bro-
caded cloak bound with brown fur; Miss Quick, black
silk skirt and pink silk blouse ; Mrs G. Hutchison,
handsome black brocade trimmed with jet, cream opera
cloak ; Miss Hutchison, black silk, the bodice trimmed
with pink flowers ; Mrs Butt, black silk skirt, light silk
blouse, grey cloak handsomely trimmed with fur to
match ; Mrs Janisch wore a yellow and black costume ;
Mrs Butts, black silk and lace ; Mrs Simpson, black silk
gown, red cloak trimmed with white fur; Mrs Higgin-
son wore a handsome grey silk gown trimmed with
white lace; Mrs Fitchett, cream silk and lace; Mrs
Findlay, black silk relieved with scarlet flowers; Mrs
N. Reid, handsome black brocaded evening gowntrimmed with jet embroidery ; Mrs W. Mantell, black
satin gown, and opera cloak of red and white striped
silk ; Mrs Stafford, black satin handsomely trimmed
with jet and cream lace ; Mrs Rose, black velvet
with berth® of lovely white lace; Mrs Martin, cream

silk gown, and opera cloak trimmed with fur ; Mrs Ross,
handsome black silk gown ; Miss Ross, black silk skirt,
grey silk blouse trimmed with white lace ; Miss Rose,
bright blue velvet very much trimmed with white chiffon
frills ; Mrs Joseph, black brocade trimmed with jet em-

broidery ; Miss Joseph, black silk gown, cream silk
cloak trimmed with brown fur; Miss Gibson, pretty
opera cloak of blue velvet bound with white feather
trimming ; Miss Tuckey, black silk skirt and pale yellow
silk and chiffon blouse ; Miss Izard, black silk gownwith epaulettes of white Icce, and handsome sealskin

cape; Miss M. Burnett, black skirt, pretty evening
blouse of pale green silk; Miss Grace, black silk with
sleeves and trimmings of pink, white feathered
cloak ; Miss Scully, white muslin and lace ; Miss Tol-
hurst wore a pretty mauve gown, electric blue cloak
trimmedwith beaver; Miss O’Connor, cream silk and lace;
the Misses Toxward wore black silk gowns, and opera
cloaks of white bound with feather trimming; Miss F.
Marchant, pretty pink gown and cloak; Miss Luckie,
cream cloak trimmed with fur; Miss Johnston, dark
skirt, pretty light silk evening blouse ; Miss E. Johnston,
black silk, the bodice trimmed with white lace ; Miss A.
Johnston, dark skirt, pale blue silk blouse ; Miss Hick-

son, pink silk and lace. I forgot to mention that be-
tween the scenes musical items were well rendered by
Miss Pender, Mrs Levi, Miss Brady, Mr R. B. Williams,
and Herr Lehmann. Miss Pender was wearing a black
silk gown, the bodice trimmed with red flowers and net;
Mrs Levi wore cream satin and lace ; Miss Brady, white
silk gown trimmed with lace and silver passementerie.

The drapers shops are very full and busy just now, as
the fair sex are making great preparations for the
coming Jubilee Ball on the 23rd.

Ophelia.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, June 3.
I think we are rather famed for sports in

Canterbury, and every seasonbrings something fresh.

‘ dogtrials ’

have been held in North Canterbury before, but so far

away that many of us could not witness the intelligent
experiments of our canine friends ; but last week Mr
Wilson kindly allowed the trial to take place on the
Cashmere estate, which is within easy reach of all, even

walking. The weather was perfect the first two days,
and according to those who know all about ‘heading
sheep ’ and ’ bringing them into the ring,’ some very in-
teresting work was done. There were some very fine
specimens of sagacity in some of the dogs, and one

couldn’t help longing to possess a collie who could be
taught so much. Dr. Levinge drove a large party of
friends in a four-in-hand down to Cashmere, when, after
spending a pleasant and interesting time, they returned
to town and afternoon teaat Freeman’s, which was greatly
enjoyed. Among the party were Mesdames G. Gould,
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C. Dalgety, and Lascelles, the Misses Campbell, Cow-

lishaw, Palmer, Mills, Tabart, Ovenden, Murray-
Aynsley, Reeves, Buckley, and Messrs Beswick, Lane,
Reeves, Clarke, Turnbull, and Mathias. Others wit-
nessing the sports were Mr, Mrs, and Miss Archer, Mr,
Mrs and Miss Wilson, Mr and Mrs Wardrop, Mrs and
Miss Lee, Mr and Mrs Wason, the Misses Little (Waikari),
the Misses Gray (Boon Hay), Mrs Stevens, and Miss
Smithson (England), Messrs G. H. Rhodes (Meadow-
bank), Buckley, J. Connal, H. Buchanan, and others.
Mrs Wilson entertained numerous friends at afternoon
tea.

THE DIPLOMA DAY DANCE

in the College Hall was a great success, showing how

the ‘ sweet girl graduates ’ appreciate having got over

the prejudice of the College Governors in not allowing
them to dance in the beautiful College Hall. Among
those present were Mr and Mrs A. E. G. Rhodes, Pro-

fessor and Mrs Cook, the Misses Gibson ; Miss E. Gib-

son (debutante}, in a pretty white silk frock ; Miss N.

Meares, fawn satin, the bodice prettily trimmed ; Miss

R. Richmond, pale heliotrope and white velvet; Miss
Gresson, canary silkwith moir6 bodice ; MissTodhunter,
white brocade ; Miss Hoare, black relieved with pink ;
Miss McPherson, black with white chiffon on the bodice ;
Miss Rawson, white and pearl trimming. Anexcellent
supper was provided by Freeman, and a most enjoyable
time altogether was spent.

THE WINTER SHOW

has been an attraction for a great portion of the com-

munity for four days last week at Tattersall’s large wool
stores, Cashel-street The immensity of the products of
our soil both in roots and stock has surprised a good
many. There was on exhibition, too, some very in-

genious machinery, with lectures in the evenings on ap-
propriate agricultural subjects. On various days I saw

there Mr and Mrs A. E. G. Rhodes, Mr and Mrs A. Boyle,
Mr and Mrs Russell, Mr and Mrs Wason, Mr and MrsG.

Gould, Mr and Mrs H. D. Carter, Mr and Misses Tabart,
Mr and Mrs Staveley, Mr and Mrs G. H. Rhodes
(Meadowbank), Mr and Mrs C. Dalgety, and many
others.

On Friday some of the patients at the Hospital were

able to enjoy a short programme of very good music,
when the Misses Funston, Vincent, Shanks and Searell
and Mr Woodward played and sang in the corridor,
which is a great treat for the convalescent ones.

Golf has commenced in real earnest, the late rain

having made the Park very playable. Among the ladies
most frequently out are Mesdames Ogle, J. R. Scott, and

one or two others, and the Misses Palmer, Cowlishaw,
and Ainger.

The * Idlers’ ’ Club opened their season last Friday,
when Miss E. Stevenson, M.A., was elected President.
Vocal and instrumental music, interspersed with talk
and refreshments, soon brought the evening to a close.
The dramatic branch has always been much enjoyed,
and no doubt they will be ready for the next evening.

Dolly Vale.

DUNEDIN.

Dear Bee, May 25.

For the last week the cold here has been in-
tense, which has made the people bring out all their
winter wraps very quickly.

On Saturday afternoon Mrs Ramsay (Royal Terrace)
gave a

VERY PLEASANT AFTERNOON TEA

for Miss Henry (the Thames), who is at present staying
in Dunedin. Mrs Ramsay received her guests in the

drawing-room, and was most becomingly gowned in

black brocade trimmed with jet. The tea-table, which

was laid in the large dining room, was most tastefully
decorated with chrysanthemums. Songs were sung by
MrsTheomin, and MrKeith Ramsay. Amongst those pre-
sent I remember Mrs Oliver, in a handsome terra-cotta

brocade, largeblack velvet hat trimmed with feathers;
Mrs Theomin, black silk, vest of green silk veiled black
chiffon and edged with sequin trimming; Mrs Harte,
black figured cloth costume, large revers ofwhite silk,
floral bonnet ; Mrs Morris, grey lustre lavishly trimmed
with steel trimming; Mrs Howard Jackson, brown cos-

tume, brown cape trimmed with fur, dainty jet bonnet
trimmed with pink ; Mrs MacLean, black costume, pink
silk vest, bonnet trimmed with pink flowers ; Mesdames

Johnstone Brown, Black, Ulrich, Lady Stout (Welling-
ton), Mesdames Shand. Sargood, Moodie, Misses Ram-

sav, Marsden, Smith, and Morris
On the evening of the same day a very pleasant

EUCHRE PARTY

was given by Miss Eleanor Baker (The Rectory). Miss
Alice Shand and Mr Jack Sale were the lucky recipients
of the top prizes, while Miss Bessie Hislop and Mr
Stanley Reid were the boobies. The supper table was

daintily decorated with chrysanthemums in high vases,
and numerous candles with pretty yellow shades. After
the euchre prizes had been awarded dancing began in
one ot the large rooms, and was kept up until twelve

o'clock. Mrs Baker wore a handsome black satin beau-
tifully trimmed with jet; Miss Baker, white crepon
trimmed with lace ; Miss Batchelor, yellow silk covered

with yellow net; Miss E. Batchelor, simple white
Liberty silk; Miss Bartieman, yellow silk; Miss S.

Bartieman, white crepon ; Miss Handyside (Napier)',
black silk skirt, white silk blouse trimmed with red;
Miss M. Shand, pink crepon trimmed with pink
chiffon; Miss A. Shand also wore pink ; Miss
Joachim, black merveilleux piped with red ; Miss
F. Denniston, white broche trimmed with white chiffon ;
Miss Hislop, black velvet; Miss MacDonald, white
crepon, large white ribbon bows on the shoulders; Miss
Holmes, black silk ; Miss S. Baker, white crepon ; Miss
1). Baker, white crepon ; Miss M. Sale, white and helio-
trope strived silk Messrs Sale, J. Sa'e, Reid, Ulrich
Turton, Shand. Ritchie (three), Allen. Denniston’
Graham, G. Graham, Fell (Nelson), White, Williams and

others.

On the Monday following a very entertaining
CHILDREN'S EUCHRE PARTY

was given by Mrs Baker at the Rectory.
On Tuesday evening the Misses Stephenson gave a

large evening.
On Monday evening Mrs Darcy Haggitt gave a

LARGE MUSICALE

at her residence, Roslyn. Music was kept going the

whole evening. Some whom I remember contributing
were Mr and Mrs Valentine (duet), Messrs J. and P.

Haggitt (duet), Miss Branson (piano solo), Mr Keith
Ramsay (song), Mr J. Branson (song), Mr J. Haggitt
(piano solo). A few I recollect present were Mesdames
Haggitt, Valentine, Sargood, Edmonds, Ramsay, Misses

Branson, Haggitt, R. Haggitt, Morris, Ramsay, Moodie,
Hislop, Bartieman, Handyside (Akitio), Clapcott, N.

Clapcott, Shand, M. Wright,Morris. M. Morris, Landels,
Messrs Haggitt, Branson, Williams, Hughes, Hislop,
MacDonald, Ramsay, G. Sise, P. Wright, and Cameron.

On Friday evening Mrs Sinclair Thomson gave a

LARGE DANCE

at her residence in Park-street. The house was most

exquisitely decorated with ferns, greenery, and chrysan-
themums. Most comfortable seats had been placed in
every available room, and as the night was rather a

close one, the seats were very much appreciated by all.
The dancing-room looked exceedingly gay ; baskets of

green trailers hung from the ceiling, which gave the ball-
room a very festive appearance. On the mantelpiece a

number of vases wereplaced withexquisite white chrysan-
themums in them. Averygrand supper hadbeen prepared
for the guests, and seemed to be heartily partaken of by
all. The supper-table was decoated with large yellow
Japanese chrysanthemums, green trailers, and berries.
Mrs Thomson received her guests in the drawing-room,
which was, like the other parts of the house, very prettily
arranged indeed. Mrs Thomson wore a very handsome
pink brocade, with diamond crescent on her bodice and a

star in her hair. I will now mention the guests present
and detail some ofthe pretty dresses wornby them. Mrs A.

Fenwick, stylish pale green striped silk, bodice trimmed
with lace, black velvet ribbon round neck and in her hair ;
Mrs C. Rattray, simple white silk, the bodice trimmed
with pearl passementerie; Miss Rose, handsome black
merveilleux, full bodice of same heavily trimmed with

black chiffon and jet ; Mrs C. Butterworth, white silk
completely covered with black lace, the bodice edged
with jet and trimmed with black chiffon ; Mrs Leslie
Reynolds, quaint Empire gown of sage green Liberty silk
with deep salmon pink silk sash under the arms

brought and tied in a bow in front ; Mrs Denniston,
handsome mauve velvet dress, the bodice beautifully
trimmed with old lace ; Mrs Richie, stylish flowerd China
silk made without any trimming except the silk ;
Mrs E. Reynolds, yellow crepe de chine, sash ofwhite silk,
full white lace round neck of bodice ; Mrs Williams,
gray merveilleux covered with black lace; Mrs W. Rey-
nolds, sparrows’ egg blue corded silk, on the bodice's
spray ofblue forget-me-nots, and also in her hair ; Mrs

Grierson, pale cream Liberty silk gown ; Miss A. Fisher,
handsome white satin gown, bodice heavily trimmed
with pearl trimming, diamond ornaments in her hair;
Miss Ford, simple heliotrope crepon trimmed with dark
prune velvet and cream lace ; Miss Gilkison, bright
scarlet surah silk gown trimmed with chiffon of same

colour; Miss Daisy Denniston (who made her debut} wore

a handsome cream broche gown, the bodice prettily
trimmed with chiffon and pearls ; she carried a most ex-

quisite bouquet ofwhite Japanese chrysanthemums ; the
second debutante was Miss Nina Gibbs, who worea lovely
white silk sleeveless gown trimmed with spangles, white
chiffon and bunches of lilies of the valley on her
shoulders ; she also carried a shower bouquet of chrys-
anthemums and maidenhair fern ; Miss Batchelor, helio-
trope brocade, the bodice trimmed with passementerie
and coffee-coloured lace, necklace ; Miss Ethel Batchelor,
white silk trimmed with white Spanish lace ; Miss G.
Roberts, yellow silk, bodice covered with frills of white

Valenciennes lace; Miss E. Ulrich, black surah silk,
white lace fichu caught in front of bodice with diamond
star; Miss Reynolds, yellow flowered silk trimmed with
lace ; Miss M. Reynolds, salmon pink corded silk ; Miss

S. Webster, pale blue brocade, epaulettes of same edged
with gold passementerie ; Miss G. Webster, handsome
rose pink satin made simply with trimming of sateen ;
Miss R. Neill, white striped brocade, the bodice trimmed

with pearl passementerie and lilies of the valley ; Miss

Ruby Neill, cream flowered silk; Miss E. Macassey,
white corded silk ; Miss L. MacLaren, very dainty dress of

grey silk, the bodice trimmed with accordian pleated
chiffon and steel passementerie; Miss E. MacLaren,
white surah silk, white chiffon trimming ; Miss M.
Maitland, white corded silk ; Miss Gibson, sky blue
corded silk with bunches of pink roses on bodice ; Miss
P. Gibson, white and yellow gown; Miss B. Scott,
simple dress of white Liberty silk daintily trimmed with
white lace ; Miss Graham, handsome electric blue satin,
bodice trimmed with satin and white lace; Miss M.

Sise, white brochd, trimmings of lace; Miss Williams,
black silk covered with black lace ; Miss D. Williams,
white satin, the bodice covered with white chiffon ; Miss

Bell, handsome yellow brocade; Miss Cargill, helio-
trope corded silk trimmed with velvet ; Messrs

Thomson, Denniston, Grierson, Reynolds. W. Reynolds,
Harvey, Morris, C. Morris, Rankin, Ayres, Graham,
MacDonald, Ramsay, Butterworth, H Butterworth, Mac-

Pherson, Kitching, Law, Scott, Macassey, Campbell,
Cameron, Fisher, H. Fisher, W. Fisher, Craddock, Wil-

liams, Orbell, Branson, Martin, Matheson, Hughes, Hay,
Rattray, L. Reynolds, Sergeant, A. Williams, C. Mait-

land, and G. Sise, were amongst the many gentlemen.
AILEEN.

A lady who is very popular says she always ' studies

up ’ for a dinner party. When she accepts an invitation
she can tell pretty well the people she will meet, and
makes a point of reading up such books, magazines,
articles, and so on, as will best enable her to make her-

selfan agreeable companion.

BABOONS ON THE MARCH.

According to what would appear to be undeniable

authority, the baboons of Africa organise their defensive
and other movements with an intelligence scarcely in-
ferior to that shown by many savage races.

The baboon is a slow-moving animal, with little of the
agility of most of the monkey tribes. Nevertheless, he
is comparatively safe from the usual dangers which
menace him so long as he stays among the rocks and
woods. But it is his habit to spend much time in the

open country, and upon these excursions his sagacity in

organising for a combined defence is chiefly shown.
How this organisation works was witnessed not long

since by a well known naturalist and traveller.
On one occasion, he says, the baboons were on flat

ground, crossing a valley, when his dogs—Arab grey-
hounds, accustomed to fight successfully with hyenas
and other wild beasts of prey, rushed towards them.

Only the females took to flight ; the males on the con-

trary, turned to face their opponents, growled, beat the

ground with their hands, showed their teeth, and re-

garded their adversaries so furiously and maliciously
that the latter, usually bold and battle-hardened, shrank

back.
By the time the dogs were encouraged to renew the

attack the whole herd, with the exception of a six-

months’-old monkey, had made their way to the rocks,
under cover of their rear-guard. The little monkey sat
on a low rock surrounded by the dogs, but was rescued
by an old baboon, who stepped down and advanced to-
ward the dogs.

He kept them in check by gestures and menacing
sounds while he picked up the baby monkey and

carried it to the cliff, where the dense crowds of

monkeys, shouting their battle-cry, were watching his

heroism.

The march of the baboons is not a mere expedition
of the predatory members of the community. The
whole nation ‘ trek,’ together, and make war on the

cultivated ground in common. The tribe often num-

bers from 250 to 300 individuals. Of these the females

and young are placed in the centre when on the march,
while the old males proceed in front and bring up the
rear. Other males scout upon the flanks. It has been

noticed that these remain on guard, and do not feed

during the whole time that the rest are gathering pro-
vender.

If disturbed by men, the old males form a rear-guard
and retire without any haste, allowing the females and
young to go ahead with the plunder. Their retieat is,
as a rule, deliberate and orderly, the baboons being quite
ready to do 1 attle with any animal on the plain, and in-

stantly become the assailant of man himself when they
get the advantage ofposition.

The traveller whose experience we have just given was

himself once stoned out of a pass in a few minutes by
the dog-faced baboons. He thus describes the occur-

rence :—

‘ While the screaming females with their young ones

fled with all haste over the crest of the rock beyond the

range of our guns the adult males, with furious glances
and beating the ground with their hands, sprang upon
stones and ledges, looked down on the valley for a few

moments, continually growling, snarling, and scream-

ing, and then began to roll down stones on us with so

much vigour and adroitness that we immediately saw

that our lives were in danger, and took to flight.’

MR ARCHIBALD FORBES' FIRST ESCAPE.

After leaving the University I went to Canada with the
intention of farming. That enterprise went to the dogs,
and in the late autumn of 1859 I found myself in Quebec
with my last five pounds in my pocket and a firm deter-

mination to gohome. I wasstupidly too proud to voyage
in the steerage of a steamer, and so took passage in a

timberdrogher bound for Liverpool. The ‘Eliza Robin-
son ’ was in the last stage of decrepitude, ill-found, ill-

manned, and her skipper a hopeless drunkard; but she

was Hobson’s choice, the last ship of the season before

the ice closed the St. Lawrence. Even in fine weather

the loathsome old tub leaked like a sieve ; she had about

half a foot of freeboard, and the water came through her

gaping top-sides and uncaulked deck, so that the cabin

and my berth were alike a chronic swamp. A gale left
her sails in ribbons, her top-hamper anyhow, her hold
full of water, her ill-stowed cargo of timber swashing
about in her interior. A green sea had swept the flush

deck, carrying off galley and cook ; the tree-trunks of

deck-load had worked their grapliugs loose, and roseanil

fell with the wash of the crop seas. Two of the best

men had been washed under the massive trunks, which
had crushed the life out of them ; two more lay help-
less on the fo’k’s’le exposed to the seas that continu-

ally broke over the bows. At last we were forced to

resort to the rigging and tops, from which man after
man. weakened by the bitter cold, dropped, or was

washed away. I was on the point of letting go, for

numbness had the mastery of me, when the mate in the

maintop suddenly shouted, ‘ Sail ho !’ Soon she ranged
up alongside, scarce a pistol-shot distant, a full-rigged
clipper. ‘Get ready, smart; going to send for youright
away !' came her commander's cheery shout across the
sullen billows. As she came up into the wind and lay
to, she showed her dandy stern, and sure enough on it
in gold letters was the legend, ‘Moses Taylor, of New

York.’ Her boat put off; her second mate jumped
aboard us with a friendly peremptory ‘Hurry up!—in
five minutes more we had quitted the abominable ‘ Eliza
Robinson ’ for ever, her skipper skulking off her, hang-
dog fashion, yet the last man, his rotten old drogher
abandoned as a ‘ derelict.’ —Cassell’s Family Magazine
for April.

THE PROPER THING.

Mr Birmingham : ‘ Are you going to the dog show ?
Mr Manchester: ‘Certainly. I always take bark ia

the spring.’
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HOCUSSED.

* Old Nob’s ' bark shanty stood on the flat

between * Dead Man’s Gaily * and ‘ The
Crabholes.’ The gully, despite its omin-

ous name, was the centre of a rich reefing
district. Tall poppet beads and great
mounds of tailings made the hillside re

semble a vast ant-bed. The thunder of

the stampers ceased not by night or day.
All the long days and far into the nights
•The Shamrock’—as * Old Nob’s’ house
was named, in eccentric letters bnrnt into
a piece of gin case over the door—resounded
with the chinking of glasses, the rattle of
dice, a Babel of voices, and Inrid blas-
phemy. From the rising of the snn until
midnight the long bar was crowded with
miners in all kinds of garb and every stage
of intoxication. Adjacent to the bar
was

* The Shearing Shed,' a slabbed
partition, surrounded with well-worn
couches, on which hocussed diggers,
sleeping ofl their drunken stupor, were

robbed of their money. At the back

was a spacious room where the miners
danced with bedizened and painted
nymphs to the eracked strains of a boosey
German band. Enough that * The Sham-

rock ' was conducted on highly moral
principles. Even the commissioner, who

had an intimate knowledge of the bouse

and its inmates, and the troopers who paid
long visits of inspection after closing time,
could vouch for its respectability.

Bat one night * The Shamrock ’ nar-

rowly escaped losing its reputation. The
boss chucker out, a retired pugilist, was

patting the finishing touch to his duties by
projecting the half-dazed occupants of the

rickety couches in * The Shearing Shed ’
into the outer darkness and mud. Allat
once he struck a snag. One of the ‘ fly-
blown ' resented the rude disturbance of bis

dreams. When he shook himself up, he
stood over six feet. He grabbed the
chncker-out by the collar and seat of his

pants and wiped the floor with him. Then
he snatched up various articles of fur-

niture and made things lively. But the
troopers in the adjoining room threw down
their cards and the obstreperous diggerwas

scrutTed to the lock-up, fighting all the

way and swearing he had been robbed of a

hundred pounds. The charges against him
next morning were ‘drunk and riotous,
attempting to break into an hotel, to wit
* The Shamrock,’ violently assaulting the
police in the execution of their dnty, and

tearing their uniforms.’ The bench lec-

tured him as * a dangerous ruffian,’ sen-

tenced him to a month’s hard labour, and
ordered him to pay for the damaged uni-

forms.
Bat in the Seattle and confasion one of

the inmates of * the shearing shed' had
been overlooked, and next morning when
the sweeper went to pick up the flotsam
and jetsam, he found a corpse. The

coroner’s jury fonnd that * Carroty Bill ’
had died of heart disease. No one com-

mented on the fact that the chief witneoo
happened co be the regular medical atten-
dant in * Old Nob’s ’ establishment.

As themonths wore on theshindy nt * The
Shamrock ’ was forgotten, and the remains
of * Carroty Bill * were mouldering away in
a nameless grave. * Old Nob * had been

made a J.P. aa a reward for political
services in the last election. The dunce

room and its adjuncts still flourished, and
* The Shearing Shed * was always full.
But * The Shamrock ’ had a new doctor,
the other man having kicked out in a

howling fib of delirium tremens.

One night a red-haired stranger reeled up
to the bar. His clothes were stained with
the colour of day, and his nose with the
delicate pnrple and pink of rum and tobacco
and bluestone. He propped himself up
against the counter, fumbledin his pockets,
produced a roll of bank notes, and peeling
off a fiver from the outside flung it on the
bar with the recklessness of a mad million-

aire.
* Washy erpoison, boys ? Give ita name,’

he stammered in a voiee hnsky with beery
emotion.

* Old Nob ’ and the presiding Hebe ex-

changed significant glances.
The red-haired man seemed to be afflicted

with an nnqnencbable fiery thirst. Whisky
after whisky vanished with the rapidity of
sleight of hand.

* The hardest case, I ever see,’ whispered
the barmaid confidentially to * Flash Ned.’

Even • Old Nob' could not repress a

feeling of admiration mingled with fear
lest this man with the cast iron throat
should escape bis benevolent designs.

The man reeled round, clutched the

counter, and collapsed over it with his

head in a pool of beer. With tender
solicitude * Old Nob ’ and the chncker-out
led him to the * Shearing Shed ' and laid
him on a couch.

Left to himself he buried his face in the
cushion and sniggered.

Four men came in and played euchre at

a pound a corner, and the slnmberer set up
a stentorians snore.

* Poor he’ll lose his stuff,' said one

of the gamblers, *,pub your Hanky ace on

that.’
* What the Hanky Hades is that to us J*

said another, * play to the left bower.’
* Euchre !’ shouted a third, flopping down

the joker with a How that threatened to

split the table.
* Halloa I There’s “ The Sultan’s

Waltz,”' exclaimed the fourth. * I’m
down for this dance with Milly Smith.’

As the four men left the room the red-
haired man rolled over, opened his eyes and

glanced towards the door. But he shut
them again with a snap and resumed his

stentorians breathing as he caught aglimpse
of a pink dress. The girl entered on tip-
toe, listened attentively for a moment, and
signalled to someone outside. Then the
evil covetous face of * Old Nob ’ peered in.

* Quick !’ said the old rascal in a husky
whisper, and in the twinkling ot an eye her
long slender fingers abstracted the roll of

notes. The man never stirred.
For hours be slumbered on. Fresh

victims were gently deposited on the other

couches. One rolled in a heap on the floor
and vomited like a dog.

The red-haired man staggered to bis
feet, and reeled out into the Hack night.
A hundred yards away he straightened
himself and walked erect.

* Old Nob' is a man of business-like
habits. Punctually at half-past ten o'clock
next morning he deposited his takings of
the previous day at the local branch of the
Bank of New South Wales.

The receiving teller wasnnnsuallychatty.
As he leisurely counted the large roll of

notes he commented on the leading items

of news in the Miners’ Advocate.
* Old Nob *

was so charmed with the
yonng gentleman's affability, that he was

unaware of the entrance of a tall, neatly-
dreesed man, who stood looking over his
shoulder.

The clerk nodded to the newcomer, and
the old man turned round. There was

something in the man’s appearance that

caused the publican’s face to blanch with
the paleness of death and his limbs to

tremble as if palsied with sudden terror.

The hair was black instead ofred, and the
hue of the face had changed to a deep
bronze, but the features could not be mis-
taken.

* I want you for passing counterfeit
bank notes,' said the man, clapping his
hand on

* Old Nob’s ’ shoulder.
* Who are you ?' cried the astonished

publican.
* A detective from Sydney, and allow me

to present my eard,’ replied the officer.
*By God if they’re counterfeit,’ hissed

the wretch, completely off his guard, * I got
them from you, you devil !*

* Once too often,’ rejoined the smiling
detective. * You know you went through
me six months ago. But I’ve picked up a

few wrinkles in the police since then, and
now its my innings. I’m not going to shop
you for that old affair. You’ll get a bigger
dose for this. Come alongquietly, oldchap,
or I’ll have to slip the bracelets on.’

Five years hard labour was the penalty.
A year or two later an unfortunate

woman was consigned to a lunatic asylum.
In her paroxysms of madness she raved of

darkdeeds of poisoning and murder. During
a brief lucid interval before her death she
confessed to a female warder that while a

barmaid at * The Shamrock ’ in * Dead
Man’s Gully ’ she had hoeussed a man to

death. She said her hand trembled and
she put in anoverdose of the stuff.

This is a true story, but the names and
places have been disguised. The chief
actors in the tragedy have long ago fol-
lowed their victim.

C. O Montrose.

He: You say tbere are no Howers for

the dinner table ! here are the chry-
santhemums I sent home ’ She : Oh,
George, don’t speak so loud, yon might
hart Bridget's feelings ; she didn't un-

derstand what they were, and has cooked

them in milk.

A good old lady said to her nephew,
poor preacher: “James, why did you
enter the ministry ?" •• Because I was

called,” he answered. '* James,” said the
old lady, anxiously, as she looked up from

wiping her spectacles, *'
are you sure

wasn’t some other noise you heard t"
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A.B.—Censell alawynr. Ws do •« advise ea

legal paints.
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NKMO.-A written guaranteethatSURATURA

la not blended with China or India

aau be obtained if nansteary.

ROWLANDS’

ODONTO
Ihs Bert and Purart Dentifrice one ma wa; ■
whiteni the teeth, prevents decay, strengthens the

gums and sweetens tde breath.

ROWLANDS’ KALYDOR
A soothing, healing and emollient milk forbeavrt

ike akin: remorse Freckles, Tan, Sunburn,
Badneaa, Roughness, etc., andia warranted h~m»r-

ROWLANDS’ ESSENCE w TYRE
Dree the hair a natural and permanent Brown or
Black. Ask Druggists andSterna for Rowlakm'
artteiea of10, Hatton Garden, London, England, and

avrtd cheap poieanoua imitationa

DELICIOUS AND NUTRITIOUS. <

BIRD’S
CUSTARD

POWDER !
Supplies a Daily Luxury—Dainties in endless variety. i

The Choicest Dishes and the Richest Custard.

THE FRUIT SEASON and BIRD’S CUSTARD.
BIRD S CUSTARD advantageously takes the place of cream with Fresh.

Stewed or Tinned Fruits. So rich yet willnot disagree ; enhances the flavour. So
cooling, agreeableand wholesome.

BIRD'S CUSTARD la THB ONB THING NBBDBD With all StewudOF

Tinned Fruita.

NO ECCSI NO TROUBLE! NO RISK!

Storekeepers can obtainsuppliesof Bird’s Custard A Bird’s ConcentratedBgg Powders.

Bird's Baking and Bird's Blano-rtange Powders, from all the leading Wholesale Houses. I

Ayer’s

Sarsaparilla.
• • •

Cleanse your blood with Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla —the most thoroughly
reliable alterative ever compounded.
For scrofula, boils, ulcers, sores, car-

buncles, pimples, blotches, and all
disorders originating in vitiated
blood, this medicine is a specific.

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla is equally bene-
ficial as a remedy for catarrh, rheu-
matism, and rheumatic gout. As a

Tonic, it assists the process of
digestion, stimulates the sluggish
liver, strengthens the nerves, and
builds up the body when debilitated

by excessive fatigue or wasting
illness. Physicians everywhere con-

sider Ayer’s Sarsaparilla the best. It

is a skilfully-prepared combination
of the most powerful alteratives and
tonics. No other blood-purifier gives
equal satisfaction or is so universally
in demand.

Ayer’s

Sarsaparilla
PREPARED BY

OR. J. C. AYER a CO., Lowell, Mats., U.S. A

GOLD MEDALS at the World's Chief Expositions.

Ayer’s Pills CURE biliousness

Da. W «t.i. ack, the Eminent Specialist
in all Nervous Diseases, Registeredin Eng-
land and the Colonies as a Physician and

> Surgeon,

Earing a reputation second to none for curine oom-

plainta ofa MIBVOUB character, from whatever

cause arising-

Old and obsolete methods discarded; the New

American remedy for Debility proved absolutely

effective, known only to Dr. Waixacb. Cures cases

pronounced hopeless. Thirty years* experience in

Europe, America, and Australia. My BOOK has

opened the eyesofnumbersofboth sexes totheirtrue

condition. A perfectly readable book. Send Six

Penny Stamps at once. Write your easefreely and

confidentially.

As ONE POUND usually
suffices, this amount should te enclosed

with first letter.

Morbid f*a<dm eradicated, tbo fatare made

bright. Doa't waetevalaaMeMme.
If yoa auffer from any, or many.of the following

symptoms, don't delay a moment. Write andreceive

prompt reply Depression ot spirits, beehfulneoe,

Inability to look frankly into the eyee
of another,

headache, hair coming oat, dim right, nolaee In the
heed and can, weak memory, forgetting dates, par-

sons' names, places, etc., lorn ofvoice, teste, or smell,
sunken eyee, pimplee on face, paleness ot face and

lips, look old foryeera. BluntedIn growth,palpitation
of heart, pain in or under broeetbone, shortnem of
breath, indignation, with oppression after food, oon-

stipation or irregular bowels, flatulency, gravel,
line in we or pain across email of beck, loaa ofmuscu-

lar power, gloomy, remorseful, fearful of something

going to happen, disturbed sleep, moaning, talking,
grinding teeth, tearful or want tolaugh.

I have known Instances In which
most of these symptoms were present
in one patient. As a rule a great

many are present. In no case are

many absent.

DR. WALLACE
91 PITT ST., SYDNEY,

Or, BOX sa, PARK ST. P.O.
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POINTED REBUKE.

Functionabiks in public offices in great
cities, who do not always have work

enough to keep them oat of mischief,
sometimes conspire to play a joke upon
some person from the country who comes in
on business; and it is cheerful to learn
that occasionally they get more than they
bargain for, as the common saying is, from
these same ‘simple-minded * country people.
Daring the excitement over dynamite ex-

plosions in Paris, when Anarchists were

causing disasters under the very noses of
the police and many were eseeping detec-
tion, a policeman one day found upon the
street a pocket book containing thirty
thousand franca.

He took it to the central police office and
gave it to his chief, who examined and
made a note of its contents.

Afew minutes later a rich fanner from
Normandy arrived at the office, and de-
clared that he had lost a pocket-book con-

taining thirty thousand francs. He de-
scribed the contents of the pocket-book
with so much detail that the superinten-
dent of the office was satisfied that the
pocket-book already in the office belonged
to thefarmer. This was indeed the case.

The superintendent, noting the country-
fied air of the applicant, resolved to amuse

himself at his expense. Calling a clerk,
who had overheard the conversation, he
said to him impressively :

* I give you just five minutes to go out

upon the streets and find this man’s pocket-
book. If you do notcome back with it in
that time I shall discharge yon.*

The clerk saw through the joke, and pre-
tended to be terrified. He pleaded for

mercy with clasped hands, and put onsuch
an air of dismay that the farmer interceded
for him, and begged the chief not torequire
an impossibility of the man.

But the chief was inexorable. He sent

the clerk out, whining and trembling.
At the end of three minutes the elerk

rushed in, apparently out of breath, and

threw down the pocket-book, which he had
simply picked up in the next room.

For a moment the farmer was stupefied.
Then he put the pocket-book in his pocket,
and remarked as be went out:

* Well, well! If you fellows could find
dynamiters half as easily as you can

pocket books, it would be a great benefit!’

IN THE DOGS' CEMETERY.

Ox a dull, wet morning a week or two

ago. the writer was stepping briskly across

Hyde Park, when his attention was at-

tracted by a little cemetery in miniature
at the Victoria Gate entrance. Anaged
park keeper was standing near, disconso-

late, so I gently buttonholed him, and
plied him with many • wbys ’ and • where-
fore*.’

• You’ve come to the right man, sir, to

tell you all about the Dog’s Cemetery.
My name’s Wimbridge, and the cemetery
is just at the baek of my lodge, in what
used to be my garden,’ said the old man,

evidently pleased to talk about what ap-
pears to have been his special hobby.

• And how many years have you used
your garden for this purpose ?’ queried the
writer.

• For thirty seven years, sir; and I have

had lots of people here to see it,' he added,
with evident pride.

Aawe journeyed round the lodge path to

the garden at the rear I said, • About how
many graves have you now in your ceme-

tery ?’
‘ More than two hundred, sir ; but here

weare now—you can see for yourself.’
I found myself in a little plot of ground,

forming almost a perfect square. It was

about thirty feet each way. and neatly laid
out in numerous tiny plots and paths.
Each plot of ground was covered with the

graves of departed canines; most of the
graves were about a yard in length by a

foot wide, and had a headstone over them,
bearing the name of the dogs, with dates of

birth and death, and, in many eases, anap-
propriate inscription beneath. The place,
in fact, was a perfect miniature cemetery.
I asked the man what were his fees.

• Well, sir,’ responded the canine sexton,
• I don’t charge any particular fee, but folk
who bring their dogs here to be buried are

at liberty to give me what they please ;

the cost of the headstones and the borders
to the best-kept graves, though, runs into

pounds. Here is one that cost three
pounds. That big stone over there with

three names on it cost £4. The laurel and

myrtle bushes and flowers are planted by
the owners of the dogs. Some of them are

very attentive. See this stone marked

“ Gippie ?” Well that was the favourite
terrier of a lady in the country. She comes

up here by train every week to put fresh
flowers on the grave.’

‘Have you any celebrated dogs lying
beret I queried.

• Yes,' said the old man, leading me up
one of the neat paths to a grave in a corner

of the garden cemetery, here lies thecele-
brated “ Don Pedro,” said to be the only
true bull-bog in England. He took more

than £3OO in prizes daring his life.’
• Over on the other side here is the grave

of “ Pompey,” the special favourite of Mies
Florence St. John. “ Pompey ” performed
with his mistress on the stage, and was

well known and greatly beloved. ’
• I suppose many of these fine creatures

came to their end by accident *
• Aye, poor critters, they did—run over,

lots of them. Here is one,’ said the aged
keeper, as we paused before a neat little
grave, with a beautiful headstone, on which
was inscribed the name “Snow.” “Snow”
was runover by a 'bus in Piccadilly. He
was a fine fellow, and much attached tohis
master—an officer in the Guards.’

A few steps further on I pulled up again
to note an inscription on the tombstone of
a canine animal named ‘ Betty,' whose
devoted owner clearly believes, with
some modern 'divines, that dogs have a

future state. The verse ran as follows :—

• And when at length my own life's work is o’er,
I hope to And her waiting as of yore.
Eager, expectant, glad to meetme.at the door.’

Over the resting-place of another de-
parted favourite named • Ronto' were the
words :—

* Gone, bat notforgotten.'

‘ And do you still bury here ’’ I inquired
as I prepared to leave.

• No, sir,’ replied the old man, * the place
is quite full now. I couldn’t pnt any more
in anywhere.’

Pausing, as I passed the gate, to mark a

very prettily kept grave, with the name
* Poor Zac ’ over it, my guide remarked :

‘ That dog belonged to one of the richest
Jews in London, sir.’

Thanking the genial old gentleman for
his courtesy, I left the damp and muddy
park for the busy city, considerably in-

terested by all I had seen and heard.

MARRYING FOR LOVE.

It is an old adage that ‘ when love cometh
in at the door, good sense flies out at the
window, and (remarks a man who has evi-

dently got over a few bad attacks) there is

infinitely more truth than poetry in all
saws of this sort. For if there is on the
face of wide creation a creature apparently
bereft of all sense and reason, it is the in-
dividual who is deeply in love. There is
notenough eommonsenseleft in the average
brain under snch circumstances to come in

when it rains, unless the beloved one has

by chance sought shelter under the roof be-
forehand.

There is a good deal of sentimental

twaddle indulged in anent this subject of
marrying for love. To do this is all very
well, provided there is some reason behind
it; but to marry simply and only for love
is a performance that might, without any
stretch of imagination, be characterised aa

idiotic.
Poets, novelists, and the troubadours of

old have said and sung the charms of the
tender passion ; but philosophers and sages
long ago made np their minds that good,
healthy reasonlasts longer, and pays larger
dividends, than the most extravagant gush
that ever deluged the souls of the happy
young things who live only in the light of
each other’s eyes. But the lucky pair are

they who unite reason and love, the harm-

lessness of the dove with the wisdom of the
serpent.

NAMING THE FLOWERS.

Wb differ from the Japanese in many
things, even to the naming of flowers. If
we name a chrysanthemum in this country
it is Mrs Lucinda Brown, Betsy Baker

Smith or Miss Robinson. Everybody is
commemorated without regard to euphony
or the fitness of things. A queenly blos-

som of splendrous hue is apt to bear the
name of the insipid, characterless Miss
Brown. On the other hand, the Japanese
endeavour to have the names as pretty and
unique as the flowers are themslves. Any
onewill grant that such titles as the * Fuji
snow,’ ‘dragon’s blood,' ‘eye of the sun,’
* morning crown,' or

* pearl palace ’ are vast

improvements over Smith, Jones, and
Robinson in the naming of flowers.
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A TERRIBLE STRUGGLE.

AWFUL EXPERIENCE OF A

NEUTRAL BAY YOUNG
LADY.

The interesting story of Mies Mashford'e

narrow escape from death and subsequent
recovery has caused so much excitement in

the Neutral and Mossman’s Bay district

that a reporter was despatched to interview

the young lady at her home at Woodville,
Neutral Bay. Instead of finding a pale and

wan looking invalid, struggling to over

come the debilitating effects of a long and

trying illness, he found in Miss Masliford a

sprightly gir! in robust health and good
spirit*, who readily offered to give any in-

formation she could regarding her recent

recovery and the particulars of how her life

was saved.

The following is Miss Mashford's story :
—°l shall be 21 next birthday, and I have

never been really strong in all my life, but
it was towards the beginning of last year
(1896) that I began to feel very much worse

than I had ever felt before. My nervous

system seemed shattered, a feeling of

languor would at times quite overcome me,

and last but not least I suffered agonising
pains from neuralgia. 1 began to droop
and 101 l about, couldn’t work, d dn’t eat,
and had no inclination to do any-
thing. I certainly was a good friend

to chemists, for I spent a lot of money
in tunics, none of which did me any good,
and it was a sheer waste of money. My
parents sent me away for a change of air.
being dreadfully upset about me, but I

returned but little better. Anemia or

bloodlessness was what 1 was suffering
from. In my despair I was ready to try
anything when chance threw in my way a

pamphlet relating to Dr. Williams* Pink
Pills for Pale People, which had been
left at our house by a distributor. Read-

ing in it of a case which described some-

thing exactly like what I wa« suffering
from, and in which a permanent cure had

been effected, I determined to try them,
which I did, and you see what I am like
now/’

*• You do not look at all like an invalid

now. Miso Mash ford.”
“ No, indeed, nor do I feel like one. I

cannot say that I have tried no other medi-

cine. for I imagine I have tried every other,
but with no benefit whatever. I certainly
took no other medicine at the time I was

taking Dr. Williams* Pink Pills, for the

instructions on the wrapper advised me not

to.”
•• You can then truly say, Miss Mash-

ford, that your recovery is solely' attribut-
able to Dr. William!*' Pink Pills?”

“lean, indeed. I shall always fully be-

lieve in them, knowing what they have

done for myself, and I *1 all also recom-

mend them to all my friends and acquaint-
ances.*'

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People
are not a patent medicine, but are a thor

oughly scientific preparation, the result of

years of careful study on the part of an

eminent Edinburgh University physician,
and they were successfully used by him in

his every day practice for years before being
offered for general sale. They positively
cure Rheumatism, Sciatica, Lumbago, and

Neuralgia, and Influenza’s after effects, and

are aspecific for all diseases of women, such
as ana mia, poor and wateiy blood, female
irregularies. nervous headache and

hysteria. They are not a purgative medi-

cine, but brace up and permanently st reng
then the whole system.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills are obtained

from all leading chemists, or from the Dr.

Williams* Medicine Company, Wellington,
N.Z., who will forward (post paid) on

receipt of stamps or post order, one box for

3s, or half-dozen for IS* 9d.

A RACE OF LEPERS.

In Southwestern France, in Bearn and
the Basque province, live the Cagote, a

people who are the descendants of lepers.
For centuries they have lived apart from
their neighbours — their little bouses,
called ‘ chrestiaas,’ and the peculiar can-

cerous odour about them warning away
any stranger. Thanks to the greater in-

telligence of the present age, the old pre-
judice which prevented effort toward
improving their condition is fast dying
out. As a result the scourge is gradually
disappearing, and year by year the ebres-
tiaas of the Cagote become fewer and

fewer. In the old days each Cagot's
shoulder was marked with a bright red
sign, representing a hand disfigured by
leprosy. They were notpermitted to enter
a church but by a special door, nor to ap-
proach the common holy water basin,
having one for their sole use. Once one

of these Cagote who dared dip his fingers
into the holy water tank of his healthy
brethren was punished by having his
hand nailed to the church door for several

days.

HORRIBLE SCENE AT SEA.

This is the story of the curious adventures
of a sailor (says the Wales Herald). The
ship * Tanj ore,' after knocking about the
coast for a time, sailed away to Melbourne
and loaded wool for London. Among the
members of the crew picked up in Mel-

bourne was one Mike Oregon, who declared
he was in the ship * Bald Eagle * when she
was burned by Chinese coolies, 500 miles
east of Manila, on their way to Callao,
Peru. It was blowing a good stiff breeze,
but the sea had not got np much yet, and
she was reeling off ten knots easy enough.
About five bells in the afternoon watch the
Chinamen, who had been as still as mice,
suddenly broke ont in a simultaneous sbont,
rose up as one man and pulled down their
bnnkboards and made a rush for the hatch-
way ladders. Fortunately the yell they
gave warned the crew, and they slapped
the hatch gratings on and fastened
them down. Evidently, now, the proper
thing to do was to starve the Chinamen
into submission, if they would not submit,
for, no matter what their grievance might
be, the time for considering that had

passed, and forcible subjugation was the
only remedy for them. But the captain
was a Portuguese, and be brought outhis
revolvers and began shooting them down
through the grating, and the mates got
theirs out, too. and took a hand. The
Chinamen were so frenzied that they would
stand out on the open hatchway, appar-
ently cursing and defying the officers to do
their worst, until there was a pile of dead
bodies under the hatch four or five deep,
and somehow, during the fusilade, a spark
from a revolver ignited the clothing of

one of the dead coolies. The rest saw it
and fell over one another, and suffered

to get hold of the burning cloth. One
fellow grabbed the smoldering part and
tore it from the garment, and was about
to blow it to keep it alive when he was

shot from above; but almost before he fell
another had grabbed the burning rag from
his hand, only to be shot down in his turn.

But there were plenty more, and shoot as

fast and accurately as they might, the bit
of burning cloth disappeared at last from
the hatchway altogether. It had gone
forward to the Chinaman's quarters, and
in the course ofhalf an hour smoke was re-

ported as coming out of the fore and main

hatches. They didn’t dare to lift a hatch,
nor would anyone have dared to go down
there if they had, so they got the carpenter
to chop small holes in the deck, and they
put the wash-deck hose through them,
connected it to the force pump,and pumped
for dear life. Now, chopping holes in the
deck is a desperate remedy when there's

nothing but fire to fight; but when in
addition there are hundreds of maddened
Chinamen down there determined to burn

the ship it was merely wasting time and
strength pumping water in among them.
It would seem they had expected that the
crew would open the hatches to get down
and put ont the fire, and that would be the
chance to get on deck and take charge of
the ship.

No doubt that was their idea in setting
fire to her ; and when it first dawned on

them that their plan had miscarried and
they were to be left to roast in their own

fire, then there was pandemonium. The
spaces under the hatches were packed
solid with writhing, shrieking humanity ;
for the others who were directly exposed to

the smoke and fumes, pressed in upon
them from all sides, and they could

hardly have been rammed in tighter with
cotton screws, and the faces of the im-
prisoned wretches who were visible in
the hatchway were a nightmare. Their
dirty yellow eomplexijns turned a sickly
green; their eyeballs almost burst from
their sockets as they glared up at the fast
waning daylight which was to be the last
they were ever to see ; and their big, ugly
months were stretched in a continuous
yell, or rather screech, as they squirmed
like a nest of eels. Even the Portuguese
captain hadn’t the heart to shoot any more
of them, but left them to stew in their own

juice, while he and the officers gave their
attention to saving their own lives After
a great deal of trouble they got the ship
hove to, for it was now getting quite dark,
and the dense smoke which was pouring
out of the hatches, and the holes cut by the

carpenters made it impossible to see a thing
and hardly possible to breathe. To make
matters worse, it now began to rain in
torrents, and the cries of the imprisoned
Chinamen made it impossible to hear an

order five feet from the person giving it.
However, about eight bells in the evening,
they got their boats over—the long boat

and threequarter boats — one of which
was stove in in the launching. That left

them rather short for boat room. The
ship was now a roaring furnace, and the

last wail of the dying Chinamen had gone

up in smoke. The stench waa horrible,
and they naturally got away from the
wreck as fast as possible. A little water

and some hardtack were stowed in each

boat, about enough for one square meal
for the crowd there was to go—twenty-
two able seamen, six apprentices, the

captain and four mates, cook and steward,
boatswain, carpenter, and sailmaker—-
thirty-eight souls all told, to sail 500
miles through stormy seas in three small

open boats. The quarter boats could take
but ten men apiece, consequently the long
boats must take eighteen, and when they
were all in her the gunwales were almost
awash ; and the other boats were not much
better off. For three nights and two

days they held their course. The night
wore away without serious mishap, but,
welcome as the dawn was, it brought a

new terror to the teamen, for not twenty
feet away from the boat, and directly
abeam, waa the dorsal fin of a huge shark,
and thia eacort never left them while they
were in the boats. He did not always
keep the tame relative position, for two or

three times a day he would drop slowly in
alongside, and after easting up his evil eye
at them, apparently counting them to see if
any had got away, he would sinkslowly till
most out of sight, gradually reappearing on

the other side. The * Bald Eagle ’ had been

in the coolie trade so long that the original
crew had all left her and Portuguese sailors

bad taken all their places except that of

Mike Cregan. They were all good Catho-
lics, now that they were in danger, and
whenever the shark passed under the boat

the Portuguese would turn their faces from
him, cross themselves piously, and call on

San Antonio. But some of them called in
vain. But for Mike the greatest terror
came.

When the men began to grow hungry
after the hard tack had all been eaten, it

seemed to Mike that the Portuguese re-

garded him with anything hut pleasant
looks, and as they confined their conversa-

tion to their own language, of which he
understood not a word, his imagination had
full play. And then as their hunger
increased there appeared a suggestiveness
in their glances in his direction, when they
were talking in low tones among them-

selves, and the horrible thought entered
his mind that they were consulting over

eating him. Quietly drawing his sheath

knife, he kept it in readiness, determined
that he would not furnish the first or the

only contribution to the ship’s stores.
After that he neverslept a wink on board
the boat. Just before dark of the second
day the captain ordered Mike, who was in

the bow, to keep a good lookout for land,
but Mike was so busy watching the dagos
that he didn’t bother his head much about
it. The time passed very slowly and with-
out incident, save at one time he thought
he heard a faint cry astern. Asno oneelse

noticed the cry Mike said nothing about
it, but kept his watch on his shipmates
until near morning, when he happened to
see that they were driving into a fog bank.
Calling to the boatswain, who had the

helm, he suggested rousing the captain,
lest the boat be thrown ashore, but the
boatswain said that he rather hankered for
such an accident as that, and held on his
course until the sun rose, and then the fog
suddenly disappeared and they found them-
selves in the harbour they had hoped to

reach. Bat as they looked round to con-

gratulate their shipmates, they found that

the second mate’s boat, the last, had dis-
appeared. An English gunboat, the
* Rattlesnake,' was in port, and her captain
sailed out in search of the missing boat.
He found it with one side stove in, and

afloat, but not a trace of any of her crew.

What bad wrecked her will never be known,
but the Portuguese insisted that the shark,
realizing that they were nearing land, and
fearing that they would escape him alto-
gether, breached the boat for a victim,
wrecking her in the act.

REMINISCENCES OF DICKENS.

It was at the juvenile birthday parties that

Dickens seemed in all his glory (says a

writer in Harper's Round Table). At the
sapper table, in helping some little miss to
* trifle,' be would assure her with all pos-
sible gravity that it was no trifle at all.
When the writer, urged to make a little
speech on the occasion of Charlie's birth-
day, came to a full stop at the words, * I am

sure,’ Dickens at once came to his assist-
ance and enabled him to retire from the
platform, however ungracefully, with the
remark, among others, * Always be sure,
my dear boy, and you’ll get along all
right.’

At the little theatrical entertainments
Dickens was the Alpha and Omega of the

proceedings. He was sometimes author,
adapter, condenser, musical director,
manager, prompter, and even stage car-

penter. He overflowed with energy.

Dickens, doubtless remembering his own

acute sensitiveness as a child, could not

wittingly wound a child’s feelings. He
made fnn with, not of us. No party ever

came off at Dickens’ without *Sir Roger de
Coverley' being introduced. Dickens

shouted with laughter as some novice got
badly mixed np in * all hands down the

middle.’ Off be darted after the lost sheep
—generally an awkward boy—and turned
his blushes to smiles by saying, * What a

dancer this boy will make when he's

tackled a little more roast beef !’ or
* Isn’t

Tommy a nice young man for a small
party ’’

There was nothing of the pedagogue
about him. No vulgar attempt to pose as

the brilliant ‘Boz.’ He was simply a big
boy, and he came down the ladder of his
fame bo meet his fellows on their ordinary
platform—to be one of them in their own

simple way for a time.

SANITASI
ft COPYRIGHT BOOK ft

ft'How to
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GENERAL DEBILITY
and Indigestion

Made Her Life Miserable, but She is

Cured by

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla
Read the testimony of Mrs. E.

Monro, Coburg, Victoria, whose por •
trait is also given:

“Some few years ago I suffered
terribly with indigestion and gen-
eral debility. I could not sleep,
and my condition was such as to

make my life miserable. None of
the many remedies I tried did ma

any good, and I despaired of ever

getting better. One of my friends
told me of the blood-purifying and
strength-giving properties of Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla, and I began taking it.

Before 1 had finished the first bottle
I felt better, and was thus encour-

aged to give the medicine a thorough
trial. In all I used four bottles,
and then was perfectly cured of the
grievous trouble which had afflicted
me. I now recommend, to anyone
suffering as 1 did.

AVFR’Q

SARSAPARILLA
Az a Sgleadid Nerve ail Blood Medicine.

EPPS'S COCOA
ENGLISH

BREAKFAST COCOA
Possesses t K

e following
Distinctive Merits

DELICACY OF FLAVOR.
SUPERIORITY IN QUALITY.

GRATEFUL and COMFORTING

to the NERVOUS or DYSPEPTIC.

NUTRITIVE QUALITIES UNRIVALLED

In Quarter- cund Tins only
Prepared by JAMES EPPS A Co . Ltd..

Homoeopathic Chemists. London,
■ngl&nd

EPPS’S COCOA
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CRIME AND TELEPATHY.

Here is an interview had by a London re-

porter with Miss Maud Lancaster, a tele-
pathist who is just now greatly exciting
Great Biitain by her exhibitions of seem-

ingly marvellous powers.
* 1 am not attached to any foice,’ said

Miss Lancaster, * and have certainly not

done any work for Scotland Yard, as a

London evening paper recently reported.
I might begin by telling yon of an experi-
ence I had in New York. Walking down
Broadway oneday with a detective of In-

spector Byrnes’ force, I started as a man

passed us, and exclaimed, “ That man has
committed a murder!” The detective
laughed, but when I pointed out the man I
meant he grew suddenly serious and told
me that the person who had caused me to

make the exclamation had indeed killed a

man, but bad got off with a short term of

imprisonment.
* That was wondeiful, wasn’t it? And

if you won’t put the names in your paper
I will tell you of a curious experience last
year in London.

* I was sent for suddenly one evening by
a lady who had lost her jewels. She sus-

pected her maid, but, after passing in re-

view all the servants of the house, I was

convinced that the thief was not among
them.

‘ Why ? Because—well, I will tell you

something that will help you understand it.

A hall fnll of people thinking of a mimic
crime (as in my entertainments) do not give
off as much magnetism as a single really
guilty person, and it is by magnetism that

my work is done. I went up to the lady’s
boudoir, and I told her the drawer from

which the jewels had been taken. She
acknowledged I was correct; and then we

went down into the drawing room, and I

felt 1 was on the tight track more and

more, till we reached the apartment where
a man was standing.

‘ Instantly I was convinced he was the
thief ; and, full of triumph, 1 was about to

call the lady aside to tell her that the cul-
prit was at hand, when she said :

* “ Let me introduce my husband.”
‘ Pleasant, wasn’tit ? However, Ibroke

it to her gently when we were out of the
room, and, of course, was finely abused for

my pains. But abouta fortnightafterward

my client wrote to me and said that her

hnsband had owned up to taking the
jewels, so my instinct was again justified.’

‘Tell me, Miss Lancaster, if the pestle
with which the recent railway murder was

done was put into your hands, do you

assert that would help you find the mur-

derer?'
* No,' replied Miss Lancaster,

‘ that is

not my work at all. That would be clair-

voyance, which is quite a different matter.

But I will tell you whit I could do. Had
I been travelling by that train, and the

murderer had passed the window after the

crime, I would have got out and given him

in charge. I would know in a minnte that

he had committed a crime. He would ap-
pear to me as if enveloped in a red mist.'

• Supposing now, Miss Lancaster, that

you were taken to the compartment in

which the murder was committed, could

yon track the man in that case?’
' That depends. If it was the same

night, or even the next morning, it would
be easy. Bub when other people have

passed and repassed above the scene of the
crime, the magnetism left by the murderer

is disturbed and obliterated by their mag-

netism. I should like to have tried my
hand at that murder,’ added Miss Lan-

caster, in a regretful tone,
‘ but it is too

late now.’

DIAMOND DISCOVERIES.

The stories connected with the discovery
of the various great diamond fields of the

world are all of most romantic interest.

Perhaps the most remarkable of them re-

lates to the South African field. _ For

many years the rumour of a magnificent
diamond, said to be in the possession of a

far away tribe of natives, had been current.

Many had gone in search of it, but in vain.
About this time, in 1869. a Dutch farmer

named Van Neikerk got on the track. He
wandered from tribe to tribe, from village
to village—one day hopeful of success and

the next despondent. At length he was

directed to a certain witch doctor residing
in a Kaffir village, and after a good deal of

palaver and plenty of stuff to drink, dis-

covered him to be possessed of a pure

white stone ofextraordinary size and lustre.

The witcb doctor, however, was unwilling
to part with it, and would not give it up

until the Dutchman agreed to pay over all

his oxen, his tent, waggon, and about
everything else he had. The offer finally
brought the witch doctor to terms, and Van

Neikerk carried off the gem. It was a

good bargain, for it proved to be a flawless

diamond of the purest water and worth

5125 "00. The stone is now owned by the

Countess of Dudley. Its discovery first
.stracted serious attention to the South

African diamond field.

There is, nevertheless, another story

which relates that the Dutch farmer

showed a stranger somebright pebbh awith
which hie children played, and that the
stranger honestly told him that he sus-

pected them to be diamonds. Subsequently
thia proved to be the case, so that the poor
man became vety rich. A similar account
is given of a poor gardener of Golconda, in
India, who, finding in his garden a beauti-
ful stone, sold it for enough to provide him-
self with a competence. It was a poor neg-
gress who, in July, 1853, found in the sands
of Bag agem, Brazil, theStar of the South,
a pure white gem of 254 carats.

The blue clay which contains the dia-
monds of Kimberley, in South Africa, is

brought from deep mines to the suifaee of
the ground, and spread out so as to expose
itto the influence of the sun and moisture.
Thus treated it soon crumbles, so that at

the end of three months it may be put into

great washing machines, in which, by
means of running water, the gems are

separated from the blue stuff. Then the
residue is placed in large gobs on tables,
where itis sorted with small trowels. The
diamonds occur in all shades, from deep
yellow to bine white, and in a great variety
of greens, bines, and pinks. They vary in
size from a pin’s bead upward. Next, the
diamonds are cleaned by boiling them in
acids, after which they are carefully sorted
as to size, colour, and purity. On an aver-

age, 100 tons of blue clay will yield 100
carats of diamonds.

The diamonds are sold in parcels to local
buyers, who represent the leading diamond
mei chants of Europe. In one instance
nearly 250,000 carats were sold in one lot
to a single purchaser. The company sus-

tains a loss of from 10 to 15 per cent, of

its production by stealing, it is reckoned.
The native workmen are engaged for a

period of three months, during which time

theyare confined inacompound surrounded
by a high wall. Un retiring from each

day’s work they are obliged to strip off
their clothes. Stark naked they proceed
to the searching room, where their mouths,
their hair, their toes, in fact, every part of

their bodies are subjected to an elaborated
examination.

PIN HISTORY.

As a requisite of the toilet pins were first
used in Britain in the latter part of the
fifteenth century (says the Bosworth Com-
mercial Bulletin.} They were first made
of iron wire, but in 1540 brass ones were

imported from France by Catherine
Howard, Queen of Henry VIII. The pre-
historic pin, however, was a thorn or a

fish bone, and had no experience with or

relation to the dry goods or notion busi-
ness nntil Eve improved upon the fig leaf
toilet necessities. The natural thorn is
still used in some of the Upper Egypt dis-
tricts, where the Birmingham or Connecti-
cut article is a prime curiosity and an un-

popular innovation.
In the ruins of Pompeii Roman pine

of bronze and hairpins of bone or ivory
have been disinterred, while ancient Egypt
has disclosed the indispensable article

having heads of gold. Bronze pins were

known to the lake dwellers of Europe,
some being artistically ornamented and

elaborated with exquisite skill. Some that
have come to light were of the duplex type,
having double stems, aud others the same

in form as the safety pins in use at the pre-
sent time. At first pins were made by fit-
ting a point to a proper length of wire, and

then twisting a piece of fine wire around

the other extremity of fastening it after
twisting in order to form a knob or head.

Ultimately these operations were so skil-
fully conducted that a completely round
head was made of a very small size and

scarcely showing the nature of its construc-
tion.

Previous to the introduction of machinery
the pin was, of course, entirely hand made,
and required a passage through no less
than fourteen different manipulations be-

fore finding its way as a finished product
into market. The brass pin which we see

to day in its perfect form and almost
needle pointed is turned out at an almost
incredible speed by special machinery, the

daily product of Birmingham alone being
placed at about 40,000,000.

The solid beaded pin, as differing from
that just described, was devised by anin-

¥miousYankee, and came into use in 1840.
he domestic pin was of sufficient import-

ance in 1543 to warrant an act providing
that *

no person shall put to sale any pins
but such as shall be double-headed and
have the heads soldered fast to the pin,
well smoothed, the shanks well shapen, the
point well rounded, filed, canted and

sharpened.’ About 1700 the manufacture
of pins became quite a business in Bristol
anaBirmingham, employing a large number
of persons.

The pin industry in the United States
was begun by colonists of the Carolains,
bnt it was not until the year 1836 that it

reached any considerable proportions, the

pins used coming from England, although
the black pins used in black goods came
from France. The industryis now largely
centred in Connecticut, although there are

large factories in Detroit, Cincinnati and

various pointe in the Eastern States.

Asan article of domestic use the modern

pin la now practically übiquitous and in-
dispensable. The tonnage of metals an-

nually used in its manufacture would
astound any who have had no interest in

looking into the subject, while the number

of thousands of operatives employed in the
manufacture of this special industry is sur-

prising.

ONE THOUSAND LLAMAS LADEN WITH
GOLD.

Who doesn’t like to read about buried
treasure ? Who hasn’t dreamed of finding
it? What delight suddenly to possess
vast riches? Shining gold, sparkling
gems! Things for which we have not

been obliged to scheme or toil; that will

free us from all need of scheming or toiling
thereafter ! Ah, let us not indulge such

fancies. They make work seem like
slavery and wages like pinches of common

dust. Yet that such hidden masses of

wealth exist there is nodoubt. But where
are they ?

About four centuries ago the Emperor of

Peru was a captive in the hands of the
Spaniards. His people sent atrain of 1,000
llamas (a small beast of burden resembling
a camel) laden with gold to ransom him.
While on their way, crossing the Andes
mountains, the men in charge of the ex-

pedition heard of the deathof the Emperor,
and concealed this enormous treasure so

effectually that not a trace of it has ever

been found. Go aud dig it up, and yon
will never again feel the sting of poverty.

But clap the brakes down hard on the

wheels of your imagination. What was

money to Robinson Crusoe ? What would

the wealth of Peru have been to Mrs Jane
Stranks, during a certain period of eighteen
months that she tells about ? Dust, my
dear fellow, countless pinches of common

dnsb. Here is the reason why—one moie

picture of that fearful furnace in which all
earthly desires aremelted into one prayer—-
• Oh, God, deliver me from pain"

* In June, 1891,’ she says, I had an attack
of influenza, followed by bronchitis, which
left me very low and feeble. I had no ap-
petite, and the little food I forced myself to

take gave me pain and palpitation of the
heart. I had aweary sinking feeling at the

pit of the stomach and was obliged to fight
for my breath. I had a continuous hacking
cough, and spat up quantities of thick
phlegm. Later on I bad gout all over me,
as it were, my hands, face and legs being
puffed up, and was in agony day and night.
I became so weak, I could not raise my
band to my mouth, and had to be fed.

* For months I lay perfectly helpless and
almost lifeless, having to be lifted in and
ont of bed. Four doctors attended me for

nine months without effect. Then they
told me they could do nothing for me, one

of them giving me a letter of recommenda-

tion to Guy’s Hospital. At Easter, 1892,
my husband took me in a cab to that

hospital, and I was placed in the Miriam

Ward, and examined by several doctors.
*At this time a hard substance seemed

to have formed in my stomach, which the
doctors said was a tumour, and treated me

for it. I got weaker and weaker, until one

night the nurse told me that the doctors

had said 1 was as bad as I could be, and
would not probably live through the night.

* The nurse placed a screen around my
bed, expecting me to die

• Taking a slight turn for the better, I
returned home, but was soon as bad as

ever. After this I got a letter of recom-

mendation from our landlord, and attended
as an outdoor patient at Victoria Park
Hospital. After being under treatment a

month, I lost all faith in medicine and

gave up taking it. I was now little more

than a living misery. I was tired of life,
and often prayed that the Almighty would
take me. I now had fitsof shaking so bad

that the bed trembled under me. My bead
was so full of pain that I thought I was

going mad, and several times a day I lost

consciousness.
* In this dreadful condition I lingered on

until November of last year, 1892, when a

book was left at our house telling of a

medicine called Seigel’s Syrup. I had lost

all hope of getting well, but my husband
would have me try this medicine. To

please him I did so, and, after taking it a

few days, I felt a little relief. My breath-
ing was easier and my appetite revived.
Continuing with the medicine, all pain
gradually left me, and I gained strength
daily. In six weeks I was able to go about
the bouse and do light work, the first time

I had done anything in eighteen months I

am now in good health, and able to do any
kind of work. I owe my life to Seigel’s
Syrup, and wish my case to be made known.'
(Signed ) Jane Stranks, 22, Gaywood
Road, Hoe Street, Walthamstow, near

London, April 20. h, 1893.’

No words of comment can be too strong
for a case so remarkable. We stand before

it at a loss what to say. It is not a

miracle, of course ; although many a re-

puted miracle has been less wonderful.

How is it possible that Seigel’s Syrup

could, with sueh apparent ease, have re-

stored to health a person in so desperate a

strait ? Yet that it did restore her is cer-

tain. The facts have been thoroughly in-

vestigated and established beyond dispute.
Mrs Stranks was on the crumbling edge of
the grave, and was thence brought back to

the region of health, activity, and enjoy-
ment. How was it done? There is the

simple secret. The influenza left her whole

system debilitated, asit usually does. In

digestion, which in thefirst place invited in-
fluenza, attacked her with increased power.
Asthma, beartdisturbanee, nervous prostra-
tion, the inflamed and congested stomach,
which was mistaken for a tumour, etc.,
etc.—all results and symptoms of arrested
digestion—followed. The private and also
the hospital treatment failed, because it
was directed to the symptoms, not to the

cause. Finally, Mother Seigel’s Curative
Syrup was appealed to, and responded by
setting the digestive function in operation,
expelling the poison from the blood, and

placing Mrs Stranks at the head of her

house, a saved woman. But it was a

marvel all the same.

As to that pile of treasure hidden in the

Andes. We should like to have it. Ob,
yes. No use saying we shouldn’t. Bnt a«

between riches and health—give us health.
For what would gold have been to M-a

Stranks the night she lay behind the screen

—given up to die? Ask yourself that
question.

RANDOLPH’S WAGER.

The late Lord Randolph Churchill was

scarcely less famous as a wit and joker
than as a statesman. His colleagues in

the House of Commons were oftentimes

the victims of his pranks, and many a good
story in which Randy figures as the hero is

still told in the lobbies. One night (says
the New York Sun) while Lord Randolph
was conversing with several friends in the

cafe attached to the House, a question
arose as to the time it would take a pedes-
trian to cross Westminster B idge. Dif
ferent opinions were expressed, but no two
of the disputants were able to agree. At
length Lord Randolph, who had been a

silent auditor of the discussion, offered to

wager that be could cross from the Middle-
sex to the Surrey side of the bridge while
* Big Ben,’ the great bell in the clock
tower of the Parliament buildings, was

striking the four quarters and the hour of
twelve. The wager was accepted by one

of the members of the company, and it

was arranged that at the hour named wit-

nesses should be stationed at each end of

the bridge to watch the performance.
A few minutes before midnight a select

party of well-known members were seen to

emerge from a little door near the
Speaker’s quarters in the Parliament
buildings, and stalk sedately across the
bridge. At the farther end the party
paused, and was soon surrounded by a

curious throng. Several other distin-
guished legislators soon afterward ap-

peared and politely requested passers-by
to keep to the left. Just as ‘Big Ben’
began to strike the first quarter the

lithe figure of a man wearing a top bat

and evening clothes was seen to leap out of

a little group of men on the Middlesex
side. Some swaggish friend raised the cry
of * Stop thief !' and in a jiffy half a score

of wondering men and boys were fast on

the heels of the doughty sprinter. A

policeman, hearing the cry and observing
the fleeing man, started in pursuit.

As * Big Ben ’ continued to clang the

pace grew hotter and hotter. < >ne by one

the pursuers began to fall away, bnt the

big policeman hung grimly to bis task.

When the centre of the bridge was reached
the quarters bad been rung aud the great
bell bad already begun to strike the hour.

A cheer arose from the watchers on the

Surrey side, and Lord Randolph, who had
until then been running upan incline, now

had the descent in his favour. A few

moments later the panting policeman came

upon his man, surrounded by admiring
friends.

‘What’s up?’ stuttered the breathless
and bewildered bobby.

• Two strokes to spare I’ puffed the vic-
torions Lord Randolph.

The officer stared, blushed, apologized,
wiped bis brow and went his way.

ARTFUL LIARS.

The Count Saint Germain, who appeared
in Paris in the reign of Louis XV., and pre-
tended to be possessed of the elixir of life,
had a valet, says Household Words, who

was almost as great as bis master in the
art of lying. Once, when the Count was

describing at a dinnerparty a circumstance

which occurred at the court of * bis friend

King Richard I of England,' be appealed
to his servant for the confirmation of his

story, who, with the greatest composure,
replied : ‘You forget, sir, I have only been

500 years in your service.’ * True,’ said his

master musingly, * it was a little before
your lime.'
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11ST THE Q,TTEJE!2LT’S 3STJLJSZLK!

One of the leading features of the festivities with which the loyal citizens of Wellington are sure to celebrate

- . Th© Qloricras Sisty Years’ Reign

of our beloved Queen, will be, without doubt, the Grand

RECORD REIGN FETE
which JAMES SMITH & CO. have inaugurated in honour of the occasion, and the preliminary part of

which is now in full swing at

TE ARO HOUSE, WELLINGTON.

This great event will be on a truly magnificent scale, and the entire population in and about Wellington should

look out for the 19th of June, on which date the TE ARO HOUSE RECORD REIGN FETE will be held. Until that

time every customer spending lOs. in the Warehouse will receive a TICKET entitling the Holder not only to

Admission to the Fete but to a share in

T-TTyn Q-ZEtZE-A-T GIFT DISTHIBUTION
-

which will wind up proceedings. A further attraction at TE ARO HOUSE during the coming weeks lies

in the fact that a very select consignment has been received of DIAMOND JUBILEE MEMENTOS. These

take numerous forms, and all bear some inscription or illustration having reference to the event at which

THE WHOLE EMPIBK REJOICES.

JUBILEE ENAMELLED MUGS, 6d and 9<l. BALLOONS, id. STATUETTES OF HER MAJESTY, is.

JUBILEE BANNERETS, is. JUBILEE MEDALS, 2d and 4d. RUBBER BALLS, is.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF HER MAJESTY", 6d. JUBILEE BROOCHES, 6d, is, and is 6d. POCKET KNIVES, is.

AND NUMEROUS OTHER PRETTY AND INTERESTING ARTICLES.

THE GENERAL STOCK
Has never presented such Unrivalled Opportunities for obtaining Genuine Value in Every Department

as now. If there is one line more than another which commands special attention, it is the wonder-

ful stock now displayed of

FLANNELETTES. FLANNELETTES.

Nothing like the quantity held this season has ever previously been imported, the TOTAL STOCK

amounting to MORE THAN 200,000 YARDS.

Plain Flannelettes Striped Flannelettes Tartan Flannelettes

Twill Flannelettes Check Flannelettes Floral Flannelettes

Tweed Flannelettes Ceylon Flannelettes] Trilby Flannelettes

In Hugh Variety and at the Lowest Prices in Town. In all makes, 4|d to 1s 3d per yard.

PATTERNS posted to any address on application.

ZRZEZMZZEZMZZBZEZEi .ALSO

THE GRAND RECORD REIGN FETE
ISTO'W IB IEIAST CT HELD

JAMES SMITH & CO.’S, TE ARO HOUSE,
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LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.

W.IOLBTS, * sweet violets,' still form

W- / ODr staple flower for hats, bon-
W W- / nets, and evening gowns, to say
gsAA V/ nothing of the little bouquets of

y the sweet smelling blossoms

tncked into collarettes, muffs,

M
waistbelts, and jabots; indeed,
they are übiquitous, both natural
and artificial, this winter as they

YjS were last. A pretty and smart
little bonnet is sketched with

this almostinevitable accompani-
’ ment. It is a dainty straw shape

of fancy make, interwoven with
jet, and slightly pointed in front. The back is built up
with broad fan-bows of purple velvet, while the front

has a cluster of violets on either side, that on the left
being supplemented by a group of black ostrich tips.

Hats de rigueur are worn more tilted forward than

ever. In moderation, this is a far more becoming mode

than wearing them at the back of the head, and far more

sensible and less likely to cultivate neuralgic woes ; if
we can only keep to moderation, the happy medium
being an unknown quantity in Fashion’s calculations as

a rule.

Cherry colour is called into requisition in the model

from which my sketch is made in Fig. 2. This is a

demi-evening dress of black chiffon over black silk. The
chiffon is very prettily drawn round the throat, forming
a full ruff, and is very full from the neck downwards,
the upper portion of the sleeves being also very fully
drawn, though moderate in circumference. The bodice
is completed by a corslette and straps of cherry-coloured
velvet embroidered with jet. The lower sleeves are

velvet with black chiffon ruffles, and big cluster bows of
cherry ribbon velvet alight on shoulders and elbows.

How we should have shrieked time back at the idea of a

suit of bright geranium or scarlet cloth for walking
attire! considering it the embodiment of impropriety,
the outward visible sign of an inward reprehensible fast-

ness ! The adventuress and bold bad woman of the play
is known as immediately by her gown of flaming red a;

Mephistophiles in opera or at masquerade ; yet at the

present moment all the immaculate tailors are showing
walking costumes of this vivid hue, and many immacu-
late ilegantes are donning them.

In Fig 3 I have sketched a smart scarlet suit trimmed
with fur Russian sable collar and revers, and skirt
bordering. These scarlet costumes have nearly always
a dark fur collar and cuffs, but the skirt is more fre-

quently plain than bordered. Some are simply stitched,

and we have seen several of these untrimmed suits with

a double row of Immense Mother-o’-Pearl or fancy

buttons. The white lace jabots worn over fur and every
kind of coat and gown are a feature of the moment, as
are the marabout fans of the old fan shape, the ostrich
feather fan being a thing of the past.

The Queen wears about sixty pairs of her familiar
black gloves during the year, their average price being
eight shillings.

Heloise.

A FASCINATING BONNET.

DEMI-EVENING DRESS.

A GERANIUM CLOTH SUIT.

WORK COLUMN.

OUR HALLB.

The hall is only too frequently a receptacle for such
furniture not wanted elsewhere, oddments of arrange-
ments usually of the most worthless description drift on

to brackets, the matchbox which has been discarded by
every room in the house is thought to be sufficiently
‘good ’ for the hall. Now, I would have people clear
all this rubbish away and begin ‘over again,’ as the
children say. One may not be able to afford a great
amount of decoration, but anyone can make their halls

simple and dignified. Frivolity and fallals of all kinds
yeabsolutely out of place ; the whole of the surround-

ings ought to be in harmony with out-of-door clothes,
and everyone knows the result of the slightest effect of
flippery in the streets. Of course lam not nowspeaking
ofa hall within a hall—that delightful luxury of country-
houses which, furnished as a room, is used like one, but
of the common or garden half-passage, half-landing,
which is all that the modern builder sees fit to bestow
on the moderate sized modern house. A dark dado
is very essential when one comes to consider the
coming and going in of damp clothes there is
likely to be. Above this a varnished paper, either
in ceiling-wax red, peacock blue or bright Oriental
yellow, will be found the best for wear and tear and an
excellent background for, say, a few etchings or engrav-
ings framed very plainly in red to match the dado, with
a tiny rim of gilt inside. On one side a couple of brushes
may be hung, an ornamental matchbox—not a discarded
one—should be en evidence for the smokers’ convenience.

Aheavy portiere should coverthedoorway, coats should be
hung away out of sight under another curtain, and only
visitors’ hats should be allowed to rest on the hat pegs;
the modern man’sheadgear is not nearly so decorative as

he seems to think And then we come to the considera-
tion of the umbrella-stand. I am not in favour of the

ordinary china stand of drain-pipe shape, it has a frivo-
lous aspect and strikes a note of colour as a rule, not in
the least in harmony with its surroundings. I fell in
love with one the other day, and having learnt how it was

ARTISTIC DECORATION.

Ladies should inspect

PRIESTLEY’S
New Designs

in

High-class

DRESS FABRICS
at the leading

Drapers’
Establishments.

Trade Mark—

THE VARNISHED BOARD.

TAILOR-MADE GOWNS.
Wk bkg to anbouncb that we are now making

Dresses from £4 4s.

Bicycle Dresses from £4 4s.
Separate Skirts from £1 10s.

The foregoing—F OR NET CASH ONLY.

While we do not pretend these Dresses equal our best,
they will prove for Young Ladies excellent everyday
Dresses.

In our best class of DRESSES we shall, this year,

excel our previous efforts, and in order to devote
our whole time thereto, we have CLOSED OUR GtsNT’s

DEPARTMENT.

We shall also sell,per yard, All DRESS MATERIALS
used by us, including the Real ADMIRALTY SERGE
as worn in the Navy, also Foxe’s and other noted
makers.

WE ALSO KEEP IN STOCK—

Ready Made Tailor Gowns,
London Habits, Vests, Jackets,

Capes, Gaiters, Etc., Etc.

We send patterns, sketches, and measurement forms,
but ladies will please state colours and class of dress

they require, as we cannot send a full range ofsamples.

ISrOZDIILTK & CO.
n

LADIES’ TAILORS,
163 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.

TEN PUDDINGS
pound of good Corn Flour. The best corn flour—

BROWN & POLSON’S
is a trifle dearer than ordinary Corn Flour, but the
difference in price cannot be noticed when divided over

ten puddings. The superiority in flavour and quality
can be distinguished at once. Brown and Polson
have been making a specialty of Corn Flour for nearly
40 years. They guarantee what they sell. See that

your grocer does not substitute some other make Many
articles are now offered as Corn Flour, usually without
the maker’s name, and sometimes bearing the name of
the dealer instead, which can only bring discredit on the
good name ofCorn Flour.

A TERRIBLE COUGH.
A TERRIBLE COUGH.

*94, Commercial Road. Peckham. July 12.
‘Dear Sir,—lam a poor hand at expressing my feeling*, but I

should like tothankyou. Your lozenge* have done wonders in
relieving my terrible cough Since I had the operation of
“

Tracheotomy” (the sameas thelate Emperor ofGermany, and
unlike him. thank God,I am still alive! performed at St.Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital, no one could possibly have had a more violent
cough; it was so bad at times thatit quite exhausted me. The
mucous, which was very copious and hard, has been softened and
I have been able to get rid of it without difficulty.—l am. sir
yours truly, J.HILL.*

A DOCTOR’S TESTIMONY.
A DOCTOR’S TESTIMONY.

* Rouin Park, Cardiff. South Wales. Sept. 28, 1893.

*1 have, indeed, great pleasure in adding roy testimony toyour
excellent preparation of Cough Lozenges, and I have prescribed
it now for the last eight years in my hospitals andprivate prac-
tice, and found it of great benefit. I often suffer from Chronic
Bronchitis; your Lozenge is the only remedy which gives me
immediate ease. Therefore Icertainly and most strongly recom-
mend your Lozenges to the public who may sufferfrom Catarrh.
Bronchitis, WinterCough or anykind of Pulmonary Irritation.—
Yours truly,

■A. GABRIEL M.D.. LR.C.P. and LM. Edinburgh.
LR.C.S. and LM. Edinburgh.

USE KEATING’S LOZENGES.

" It is 75 ykars ago' since KEATING'S COUGH LOZENGES
were first made, and the sale is larger than ever,because they are
unrivalledin the relief and cure of Winter Cough, Asthma, and
Bronchitis; one alone gives relief.

UTTERLY UNRIVALLED.
UTTERLY UNRIVALLED.

Keating s Cough Lozenges, the unrivalled remedy for COUGHS
HOARSKNESS and THROAT TROUBLEB,are sold in Tinaby all
Chemists.
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made, hasten to impart its secrets of manufacture. It

was made of ordinary wood and covered tightly with

rough canvas, which was fastened in p'ace by smallnails,
or with liquid glue. After the glue is dry the canvas

may be treated with several coats of paint of some

desirable colour. After the first coat is applied, the box
should stand for a few days so that the paint may

thoroughly dry before the second coat is applied. Three
or four coats will be sufficient to prepare the surface, and

before the last one is put on, the entire surface should
be sand-papered to remove all rough places. When the

last coat of paint has dried hard the corners of the box

may be decorated by driving small ornamental brass
nails, at even distances apart, around each of the four
sides as shown in the illustration. Any design can be
worked out in the following manner:—On a large,
smooth piece of paper draw an oblong to represent one

side of the box ten inches wide and thirty inches long ;
on this draw the design with a soft lead pencil, and

make tissue paper tracings of it; fasten one tracing on

each side of the box, at a time, and begin to drive the
nails on the lines of the designs fairly close together,
but not so that the heads will touch each other. Drive
the nails in half way, and when all the lines of the de-
sign have been followed, tear away the tissue paper and

hammer the nails in flush.
The umbrella stand finished, the amateur carpenter

will thirst for pastures fresh, and for fear 'he mania
should lead him or her to damage existent furniture by
trying experiments, I would recommend to their notice
the accompanying illustration of a medicine chest, which

may be made out of an ordinary packing case, planed
down so as to be quite smooth, and then stained with

majolica green staining, bound round with thin sheet-
iron tacked on with nails. This corner binding is much
easier to make than it appears at first sight, they are

simply bent out of strips of sheet-iron and then painted
black.

A USEFUL MEDICINE CHEST.

BABY'S DIGESTION.

Very few babies can digest undiluted cow’s milk. It
forms into hard curds which the delicate stomach can-

not break up. By adding the necessary water the proper
proportion of fat in the milk is diminished, and this

must be restored by putting in cream. The reaction of
the milk that is the baby’s natural food is alkaline, that
of the cow is acid, so we add lime water to neutralize it.
It is also deficient in sugar. These requirements are

combined in the formula of a celebrated physician,
which is called cream food, and is composed of two

tablespoonfuls of cream, one of milk, one of lime water

and three of milk sugar water. The milk sugar water is

made by dissolving half an ounceof sugar ofmilk, a dry
white powder that may be purchased at any apothecary’s
shop, in half a pint of boiled water.

These proportions are for a very young baby. As the
child grows older the quantity of milk is gradually in-
creased.

Barley seems to have the power to prevent the cow’s

milk from coagulating into such a firm curd as it forms
when given alone, and may be tried if the cream food
does not agree with the baby. To make it, wash four
tablespoonfuls of pearl barley and boil in one quart of

water for two hours. Strain, add a little salt, and use it
to dilute the milk, instead of milk sugar water, adding
a pinch of dry sugar ofmilk. Sometimes, in spite of the

most careful preparation of the food, the baby seems un-

able to digest it. Peptonizing, or predigesting the milk

before it is given, must then be tried. The albumin of

the milk is converted into peptones by this process, thus

saving the stomach a part of the work that must be ac-

complished before the food can be absorbed to nourish
the body. Different preparations of pepsin or pancreatin
may be purchased for the purpose. The proportion is

five grains of pancreatic extract and fifteen grains of

bicarbonate of soda to each pint of milk, or milk and
cream mixed in the proportion recommended in cream

food. Dissolve the pancreatin and soda in four table-

spoonfuls of warm water. Stir this into the milk, put it
in a covered jar, and let it stand in a vessel of water at

iijdeg. Fahrenheit for about half an hour. It should

be tasted from time to time, and removed the instant a

trace of bitterness is perceived, putting it onice or bring-
ing 't to the boil to stop the process. In preparing the
food the milk must be diluted with milk sugar water or

barley water, about one-half or more, according to the

age of the baby.
It is often difficult to find the exact proportion that

will agree with the individual baby, and the strength of

the food must be varied until it is found. The use of

peptonised milk should be continued ouly until the child
is able to digest milk as ordinarily prepared. In discon-
tinuing it the pancreatic extract and soda may be mixed
with the milk, and the food placed on the ice without
lieing heated for a few feedings, thus making the change
a gradual one.

QUERIES.

-iny queries, domestic or otherwise, will be inserted free of
akarge. Correspondentsreplying to queries are requested to

give the date of the question they are kind enough to answer,
and address their reply to * 7%e La<Zy -Editor, New Zealand
Graphic, Auckland,’ and on the top left-hand cornerof the
envelope, ’Answer ’ or

* Query,’ at the case may be. The
ttULJCSfor correspondents are few and simple, but readers
of the New Zbaland Graphic are requested to comply
with them.

Queries and Answers to Queriet are always interted at

toon at possible after they are received, though owing to

pressure on thit column, it may be a week or two before they
appear.—Ed.

Rules.

No. I.—All communications mutt be written onone tide
of the paper only.

No. 2.—All letters (not left by hand) must be prepaid, or

they will receive no attention.

No. 3. — TAe editor cannot undertake to reply except
through the columns of thit paper.

RECIPES.

Mousse de Pot,let.—Scrape a pound of raw chicken
free from all skin and sinew, then pound it till smooth.
Now mix with it half a pint of rich creamy Bechamel

sauce, season it with a dust of coralline pepper and a

pinch of salt, and mix it with the raw yolk of one egg.
Put the mixture into a well-buttered mould, filling it up
well, and place the mould in a baking dish on a fold of

paper, and pour round it sufficient boiling water tocover

an inch or two of the mould ; lay a buttered paper over

it all, and let it poach in the oven, or at the side of the

stove for thirty-five or forty minutes ; then dish with
rich veloute sauce over and round it, and garnish with
any delicate vegetables, such as green peas, asparagus
points, etc. For the Bechamel, take zoz of white roux,
and dilute it with rather more than a gill of white stock

made from, the bones of the chicken, and when this is

thoroughly blended, season to taste, and add a gill of

either new milk or single cream ; let it boil up and use.

A little thick cream may, if liked, be added to this
sauce, which should be rich, or whipped cream nicely
seasoned may be used instead of Bechamel altogether,
according to how rich you wish your dish to be.

Breakfast Dish.—A delicious breakfast dish is fried
bananas. This really requires one of the new silver

chafing dishes, which (an American invention, of course)
is used for preparing dainties in sight of the guests on

the table. This is how the bananas aretreated. Choose
the fruit not over ripe, slice it lengthwise ; melt a little
butter in the dish, and when bubbling put in the bananas.

Fry until of a delicate brown colour. Serve either with
or without bacon.

A New Sweet. —When small pieces of pie crust are

left from making pie, instead of forming them into tarts,
as is usually done, secure some round hard-wood sticks
about four inches long, and, after the pieces of crust are

rolled out thin, cut them into narrow strips with a jag-
gered iron, flour the sticks and roll the strips around

them, letting one edge overlap the other. Place these

on a tin and put in a hot oven to bake. When the crust
has got partly cool slide the stick out. When serving
fill the spaces with jelly, whipped cream or a marmalade,
and the family will be delighted with a new dish.

Washing Lemons.— ’ Please put these lemons into a

dish of water and let them stay there ten or fifteen
minutes before you use them,’ said a lady to the new

housemaid, who was getting ready to make lemon pies.
The girl looked somewhat surprised, and the lady con-

tinued : 'ldo not suppose thatmany people stop to think

about it, but the outside of a lemon is anything but

clean. If you will look at it, you will see some tiny
black spots like scales all over it. These are the eggs of
an insect, and if the lemon is not washed they are likely
to become an ingredient of whatever dish the lemon is

used for. For years I have made the practice of clean-

ing all the lemons I use with a small scrub-brush kept
for the purpose, then dropping them into a dish of water

to remain for five or ten minutes before using. It is a

little trouble, but I am very fond of having things clean,
especially the things I am expected to eat.’

HINTS ON A LINEN CUPBOARD.

This, like the store enpboard, isone of the moat inter-
esting of household departments, affording as it does so

much scope for daintiness and good management. The
first essential is, of course, to be very particular as to the
cupboard or room selected for the purpose ofcontaining
the linen. In some houses it is possible to have it near

the bath room or kitchen, or in some other place where
the contentsmay be benefited by the close proximity of

hot pipes. In damp localities it might be found almost
imperative to make such an arrangement, though, as a

rule, any dry place will do. Unless the personnel boasts

a * family ’ servant, having experience as a manager, it
is advisable that the mistress should herself superintend
all the dealings with the linen cupboard, except, of
course, the weekly tidying, which must take place when

the things come home from the laundry.
As to the disposition of the cupboard itself, it should

be fitted as best suits the taste and convenience of the
owner ; as a general idea it is imperative to comfort and

order to have the shelves well and conveniently distri-
buted, some, destined to hold the larger items being
being wider than the others. Allthe shelves should be

covered with old sheets or coarse linen cut into proper
widths; these can be tacked to the wall at the back, then

spread over the shelf, a sufficient length being left to

hang down so thatwhen all the articles are inplace they
may be covered by theoverhanging piece, and kept free

from dust.
Again, some discretion must be observed in the actual

placing of the contents ; this will save a vast amount of
time and trouble ; for instance, keep the varicns stacksof

articles at a small distance from one another, to obviate
confusion or mixing, if things are wanted in a hurry ;
then everything should be stored away in the most con-

venient manner according to the frequency with which

they will be needed, towels, napkins, d’oyleys, etc., in
the more accessible places, and so on.

For a moderate household, where all the arrangements
arc simple, it is best not to aspire to too great a variety ;
always invest in articles by the dozen or in the largest
quantity likely to be required, as that plan is more

economical in the long run and ensuresgreater similarity
in one’s possessions.

Now as to details, and to begin with bed linen : it is

usual to reckon three pairs of sheets for each bed, though
it is better to have four ; for servants the unbleached or

bleached strong calico is most serviceable ; if the beds

are all of the some size there will beno difficulty in buy-
ing or arranging. The great point is to have enough to

be able to use each pair in turn. This is the secret of
good management and of true economy. Let these
sheets be just long enough to allow of turningnnder, say

2'/£ yards, and use bolster cases instead of covering them

with the sheet. The bedding will keep clean longer,
and the result is neater. Have four bolster cases and
pillow cases respectively for each bed. The latter may be
in linen, but servants often prefer cotton. The sameap-
plies to the other members of the family and to visitors.
Have linen or calico sheets according to taste, or, better,
a stock of both, the former being cooler for hot summer

weather, whilst the soft twilled calico are warmer, and
much pleasanter for those who cannot stand the

chill of linen. The pillow cases should always
be made of the latter material, and as fine as the funds
will allow. If the beds are of different sizes, the

sheets of each should be kept distinct by means of labels
at the edge of the shelf; the same, of course, for pillow
shams, bed spreads, etc. Old sheets should by no means

be thrown away; cut themin half, and have the selvedge
edges sewn together in the middle, and the outsides
hemmed. Linen treated in this way will last a long
time, and even when the sheets are worn quite thin they
should be put aside for emergencies ; in cases of illness

these are often most useful. Above all, let these emer-

gency articles be kept on a shelf by themselves, and

labelled as such; unless that is done, they will never be

found just when they are most wanted. It is poor
economy to make them over to the servants’ beds, where
more hard-wearing things are needed.

Next as to table linen. Old tablecloths can be cut up
to make sideboard cloths ; finger napkins that are worn

will do for fish, etc. For new material the double dam-

ask, though rather more costly than the single, is the
most economical in the end ; it wears so very much

longer. Large patterns should be avoided except for

very large cloths. It is better to reckon a dozen cloths

for everyday use, with two or four larger ones for use at

dinner parties ; or include the large ones in the dozen,
according to needs and to the number of good service-
able articles left of old stock. Table linen is one of the

very few things that can advantageously be bought at
sales. Capital cloths can often be bad at a consider-

able reduction merely owing to some stain which

can easily be washed out; nor is it necessary to

purchase all at the same time or at the same place, as

long as the serviettes match the cloth. The different
sets need not be alike, only, as I have advised above, be

sure always to have a sufficient number to use in turn.

A couple of dozen of serviettes will probably do to sup-
plement the remaining ones ; this also applies to break-
fast napkins. For kitchen use the so-called kitchen
cloth, sold by the yard, is the most useful; the chess-
board pattern wears admirably. Side-board cloths are

now sold by the yard in various widths.
Marking is rather a difficulty, but most large firms

will hem and mark linen purchased of them at very

little (and in some places without extra) cost. If in ink

or plain red initials I believe no charge is made ; but for
worked monograms, which must be on a much larger
scale, a small charge is made. Certainly this plan is
worth adopting unless some of the members of the
household find that sort of work a pleasure. Ink mark-

ing must be carefully inspected from time to time, as the
best inks could not stand the treatment to which they
are submitted in most laundries for more than a short

space.
Have a sufficient amount of things ; use them in rota-

tion (by always putting the clean articles at the bottom
of the pile), and mend all things very carefully before

each wash ; there should then be no difficulty at all in

having a dainty and well ordered linen cupboard.

UfUy SUFFER LONGER
■ 1 II I WITH THAT

COLD, COUCH,

SORE THROAT?

Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral
? Has a record of nearly 6o years
'• incuring affections of the Throat

< and Lungs, Colds, Coughs, La

; Grippe, and Pneumonia. Pleas-

ant to take, sure to cure.

Ayers CherryPectoral
Gold Medals at the World’s Great Expositions.
Accept no Cheap Rind Worthies* Substitute.
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The Youth's Page

CHILDREN’S CORRESPONDENCE COLUMN.

Any boy or girl who tikes to te> me a cousin can tfo so, and write
etters to ‘Cousin Kate,’ cat: •/ the Lady Editor, Graphic Office,
Auckland.

Write onone sideof thspaperonly.
AU purely correspondence letters with envelops ends turned tnare

carried through the Post office as follows: - Not exceeding ioz. jd; not

exceeding 4oz, Id; for oerg additional 2oz or fractional part thereof,

id. It is well for correspondence to bemarked ‘Press Manuscript only. '

Please note, dear cousins, that all letters addressed to
Cousin Kate must now bear the words, ‘ Press Manu-

script only.' If so marked, and the flap turned in, and

not overweight, they will come for a stamp in

Auckland, but a id from every other place.

THE 'GRAPHIC' COUSINS' COT FUND.

This fund is for the purpose of maintaining a poor, sick
child in the Auckland Hospital, and is contributed to by
the Graphic cousins—readers of the children’s page.
The cot has been already bought by their kind collection
of money, and now £25 a year is needed to pay for the
nursing, food, and medical attendance of the child in it.
Any contributions will be gladly received by Cousin
Kate, care of the Lady Editor, New Zealand Graphic,
Shortland-street, or collecting cards will be sent on ap-
plication.

Dear Cousin Kate.—lt is a long time since I have

written to you, so I think I will take this opportunity
before my holidays are up. I intended to have written

earlier, but the first week of my holidays was spent
mostly in bed, with a kind of influenza. I was going
away last Monday, but the boat went without me, for I

overslept myself. Is not theweather annoying, nothing
but wind and rain and cold. I went out last night
and was caught in the rain. This morning we were

treated not only to rain, but hail, too; I was nearly
frozen. It is a pity one has to leave the fire in

this weather, is it not ? I see in this week’s
Graphic that oneof the cousins would like a Turkish
Delight recipe. lam sending you one for her. I think
it is a good one. All the attempts I have made with it
have proved successful. Are you going to take part in
the Jubilee Celebration? Nearly everyone is, and
everything is Jubilee, even to the lollies in the lollie

shops. The weatherwillbe very cold for pleasure seekers,
sufficiently so, I think, to prevent them from indulging
in much out-door amusements. With love to yourself
and all "the other cousins, I am, your affectionate
Cousin Beryl.

Turkish Delight.—lngredients: ioz French leaf
gelatine, half a cupful of cold water, 2 cupfuls of sugar
(white), 1 cupful of boiling water, a pinch of citric or

tartaric acid, a few drops of cochineal, a little flavouring,
ioz icing sugar. Method : Soak the gelatine from 15 to
20 minutes in the cold water, then put into an enamelled

saucepan with the sugar and boiling water. After the
whole begins to boil, let it boil for 20 minutes, stirring it
well all the time. Then add the flavouring and cochi-
neal. Pour itinto a well-wetted tin and put into a cold

place to cool. Cut into squares with a wetted knife, and
coat with icing sugar ; afterwards eat.

[Very many thanks for the Turkish Delight recipe. I
think I shall also try it myself—when I get time. lam

sorry to hear you have had influenza. We have all had

it too. I found salicin—a little white powder—the most
effectual remedy ; it relieves that horrid pain in the
head. Yes, we have had some real wintry weather. I
do hope it is going to be fine for the Jubilee. I fancv
most of us will have had enough of it by the time the
day arrives. I have got two flags—Royal Standard and
Union Jack—which I am going to lend our church for
the 20th by way of my share of decoration. There is to
be a good deal of outdoor amusement, so it is earnestly
to be hoped Queen’s weather will prevail.—Cousin
Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate. —I am a very naughty girl not
to write to you. Whenever I remember to I always for-
get it again. I hope that little Florrie is quite well
again now. Mother reads to us about her in the
Graphic. We are having our house painted, and it has
put the place in a great muddle, but it will be finished
this week, and I will be very glad. I am very much

afraid of getting my clothes smudged. My brother and
I are going out to tea this evening. I hope it willkeep
fine ; it looks rather black now. I think my cousin
would be very sorry if it did rain, as she has asked a lot

of friends to come and play. Now I must say good-bye.
—I am your loving cousin, Edith A. Lowe.

[I am very glad you have at last remembered to write.
I hope you had it fine at your cousins.’ You will see a

picture of Cousin Florrie in this Graphic. She is out of

the Hospital now, and can walk about on her crutches.
She isas well as she can be. I hope she will not get ill
again. We are looking out for another child to put in
the cot. What agreat deal ofrain we have had. —Cousin
Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate.—l have been a very long time in

answering your kind letter. Whenever I think of doing
so something else comes in the way. I have just started
to go to the public school and like it very much. There
are about a hundred scholars in all. My sister and I are

going to a fancy dress ball at Government House on the

25th June, and I expect there will be a great number
there. I have joined the football club this year, and I
like it very much. I had four rabbits sometime ago, but
a dog knocked over the hutch and the rabbits got out in
the night and I was very sorry. I must say good-bye.—
Your affectionate cousin, E. Harold Lowe.

[I hope you will enjoy your dance at Government
House. It is sure to be very good. You might write
and tell me how you liked it. What are you going as ?

Is your sister going too ? And what will she wear ? I
am so sorry about your rabbits. Shall you keep any
more ? Cousin Jack and I are going to keep fowls. We

have just made a nice place for them. We have begun
with three. We call them Adam, Eve, and Noah’s
Wife. Had your rabbits any names ? I was so pleased
to hear from you.—Cousin Kate.]

'NEDDY.'

(BY MARY E. VANDYNE.)

Tell me when and where and how donkeys ever won

the reputation they bear of being perverse, stupid, ill-
temperedanimals. Certainly there never was a case in

which a poor creature had his character taken away from
him with less reason.

There really is not in all the world a more patient,
hard-working,and I think I may almost say, intellectual,
creature than Neddy. Wait until you travel in the
southern portions of our great West, or in some of the
warm countries of Europe, and see thepart Neddy plays.
Why, he is a saddle-horse, water-carrier, vegetable
market, house-dog—anything, everything, that requires
patience, endurance, and good faith.

I never shall forget the wonderful donkeys I saw in
and about the city of Naples, in Italy. We wanted to

climb a mountain, and Neddy carried us on his back.

We wanted water, and he brought us it in kegs hanging
at his sides. We wanted fresh vegetables, and Neddy
brought them in such heaps and profusion that nothing
was seen of him amid the load but a nose and four legs.
When we slept at night, it was his knowing bray that in-

formed us when thieves were near.

In that part of the world Neddy is scarcely more than
a pet and a playfellow. But he is a most popular one.
and I fancy that if the boys who have the good fortune
to own a donkey were asked which of their possessions
they would be willing to part with, their donkey would
be the last on the list. When a boy has a good donkey,
and a donkey a good master, there is no couple of people
or things in the whole world that can have a better time.

But a great deal depends on the treatment accorded to
Neddy by his young master. That wonderful old

woman, Mother Goose, I think, found out the secret
first, for, as you all remember, she says :

It 1 had a donkey thatwouldn’t go.
Do you think I'd whip him 1 Oh. no. no.
I’dgive him some hay. and say. Gee, haw, whoa.
Get along, donkey, why don t you go .’’

This is theway tomanage Neddy, for, asI have already
told you, in spite of the bad reputation some stupid
people have given him, he is very intelligent. If you
doubt it, let me telljyou the prompt manner in which one

of his kind resented what he thought improper treat-
ment. Master Dick, who owned him, lent Neddy to a

friend, who thought fit to manage him, or rather to try
to do so, with aswitch. Neddy felt the blow. He looked
round, considered thematter for a moment, then — Well,
Neddy’s heels didn’t quite kick the moon out of the sky,
and fortunately the great puddle out of which we had to

fish his would-be rider wasn’t deep enough to drown any
body.

On another occasion two warm friends started for the
woods one summer afternoon. Night fell, and they did
not return until, heart-sick and anxious, a party started
in search of them. Finally, after going a considerable
distance, they heard the most mournful and long-re-
peated braying. At regular intervals it sounded harsh,
prolonged, and dismal. Rushing to the spot, there
stood Neddy, oneeye fixed on his young master lying
flat on the ground with a broken leg. In the only lan-

guage he knew he told the story of his master’s mishap
as far as his voice would reach. He could easily have
used his four sound legs and trotted home. That was

not his idea of duty. He stood still and called tor help
until help came.

Never fancy that Neddy is stupid or obstinate or ugly.
Because he can not tell you just all he knows, you must
not think he does not know anything. And when you
are inclined to laugh at his big ears, funny tail, and un-

musical voice, stop and ask yourself what he thinks of a

curious creature with only two legs, no ears to speak of,
and the merest mite of a nose, who is always wanting to

get on his back, drive him here and there, and make

him do things he doesn’t like and doesn’t see the least
sense in.

COUSIN FLORRIE, WHO OCCUPIED THE ‘GRAPHIC' COUSINS'

COT, AUCKLAND HOSPITAL.

TWO STUPID BOYS.

Dean Stanley once said to a little boy, ‘ If I tell you I

was born in the second half of 1815, can you tell me why
I am called Arthur ?’ The name of the hero of Waterloo
was then ou all men’s lips.

When nine years of age Arthur was sent to a prepara-
tory school. He was bright and clever, but he could not
learn arithmetic.

Dr. Boyd writes in Longmans' Magazine that the
master of the school, Mr Rawson, declared that Arthur

was the stupidest boy at figures who ever came under

his care, save only one, who was yet more

hopeless, and was unable to grasp simple
addition and multiplication.

Stanley remained unchanged to the end.
At Rugby he rose like a rocket to every
kind of eminence, except that of doing
‘sums.’ In due time he took a first-
class at Oxford, where the classics and
Aristotle’s Ethics were the books in which

a student for honours must be proficient.

He would not have done as’ well at
Cambridge, whose Senior Wrangler must be

anaccomplished mathematician.
On the contrary, that other stupid boy.

‘ more hopeless ’ that Stanley, developed a

phenomenal mastery of arithmetic. He be-
came the great finance minister of after

years, William E. Gladstone, who could

make a budget speech of three hours

length, and full of figures, which so inter-
ested the members of the House of Com-
mons that they filled the hall, standing ami

sitting till midnight.
The story has two morals. One is that a

boy may be stupid in one study and bright
in all the remaining studies. The other
moral is, and it is most important, that a

boy may overcome by hard study his
natural repugnance to a certain study, and
evenbecome an eminent master of it.

THE SAFER KIND.

Edna wants a baby brother. 1 A baby
would be so nice to wheel around in a car-

riage, mamma. Dolls are always getting
broken when the carriage tips over.’

A chemist recently discovered an ex-

plosive believed to be nineteen times as

powerful as dynamite, but the secret of its

composition was lost at the time of its dis

covery, together with the chemist and most
of the glass in the town.

‘ When Fratters played Hamlet down at
San Frustino did the audience egg him on

when he reached his heroics ?’ ‘ Not ex-

actly. They egged him off.’
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The Graphic's
Funny Leaf

THE WEATHER BORE.

On land or sea,
In fogs and mists,

Sunshine or tempest's roar;
Where’er we be

There, too, exists
The awful weather bore !

It’s either cold
Or else too hot,

Or, if there’s nothing more,

He’ll swear and scold
Because it’s not—

The awful weather bore !

’Tis ‘ much too wet,’
Or ‘ much too dry,’

Until you thirst for gore ;
It makesone fret,

. And fume and fry,
And cuss the weather bore.

‘ Oh, dear !’ he cries,
‘ ’Twill be my death !

’Tis down to twenty-four !’
Ob, when he dies.

With thirsty breath
May he the heat deplore !

SMART.

Traveller (at a crowded hotel): • How much do I owe

job ? What’s my bill ?’

Landlord : ‘ Let me see, your room was ’
Traveller :‘ I didn’t have any room. I slept on the

billiardtable.’

Landlord : * Ah, well, a shilling an hour.*

THE NEWEST WOMAN.

‘ From this moment we part forever !’ he hissed.

She turned upon him haughtily, regaleven in the hour

of her humiliation. * No, Fitzmaurice Maurice-Maurice,’
she answered. • I am accustomed to exact a week’s

notice from all ofmy husbands.’

HOPE FOR THE HORSE.

Millie: ‘lt looks as though the bicycle would drive

the horse out of existence.’
Leavitt : * Not a bit of it. The more bicycles there

are the more they will need horses.'

Millie : ‘ What for ?’

Leavitt: ‘Ambulances.’

TOLERATED THEM.

‘ Who are these people who live next door ?’ asked the
caller.

• I’ve forgotten their name,’ said the wife of the pros-
perous pngilist. ‘ They have queer ways, and they are

rather poor, but they seem to be respectable. The hus-

band, I think, is a professor in some school or other. It

takesail kinds ofpeople to make aworld.’

DueTok : * I am exceedingly proud of the fact, Miss

Chips, that since I have been in practice I have not lost

a single patient'.’
Miss Chips : * How sad, doctor! And will the poor

people never get better ?’

A CRUSHING REPLY.

First Bov (contemptuously): * Huh I Your mother
takes in washin’.*

Second Boy :* O’ course. You didn’t suppose she'd
leave it hangin’ out at night unless your father was in

prison, did ye ?’

ANTE-MORTEM STATEMENT.

Attending Clergyman : • Let me urge you, my friend,
in view of the fact that you have only a few hours to
live, to make a full confession.*

Condemned Murderer (pale but resolute): * I have
nothing to confess. The highest offer I have had from
any newspaper syndicate and that won’t pay for
the humiliation and remorse. Let the execution pro-
ceed.

NO MIRACLE.

* Mrs Skimmills says that her husband never spoke a

hasty word to her in his life,’ said the lady who gossips.
’ That’s perfectly true,’ replied Miss Cayenne. * The

dear man stutters.’

A POPULAR GIRL.

Grymbs : ‘ The bride was quite a popular girl, wasn’t
she ?’

Gobang: * Yes, indeed. The Daily Whoop sent their
sporting editor toreport it. He printed alist of rejected
lovers half a column long under the heading, “Among
Those Who Also Ran ” ’

He : ‘ A penny for your thoughts, Ethel.’
She : * Thev’re not worth so much.’
He: ‘Really?’
She : * No, I was only thinking of you !’

CURIOUS NATIONAL CUSTOM.

* I was so mad,’ said the vivacious young American lady,
‘ that I could have eatena pound of nails.*

The listening Englishman made a notein hiscommon-

place book that evening: * Anger is so well recognized as

a nervous complaint in this country that the natives are

in the habit of taking iron to counteract it.’

THE EUROPEAN CONCERT.

‘Well,’ said the man without a newspaper, ‘what is

the news from abroad for to day ? How is the “concert

of the powers
” getting along ?’

‘ Poorly, I should judge,’ said the disgusted man with

more news than he wanted. *lt seems to have been

turned into a very low-class, continuous-show vaude-
ville. ’

DEMANDING RECOGNITION.

' It seems to me,’ said one of the she bears lying down
to rest after having eaten her half of the forty-two chil-
dren who had mocked the prophet Elisha, * that this is

a bigger job than it would be for a whale to swallow a

prophet, bnt the world probably won’t make half as

much fuss over it-’

COMPENSATION.

When I go a wheeling with Polly
I can’t go as fait as I'd like ;

For though she is clever and jolly.
She’s only just learning to bike.

So we spin along at onr leisure,
I let others fly by, and I smile—

For when I am riding for pleasure
A miss is as good as a mile.

A QUERY.

The inmate* ofan American insane-asylum have formed
a Browning Clnb. If they didn’t belong to such a club
before going to the asylum, what are they there for ?’

NOT THE REASON, HOWEVER.

’ Ths writer’s name must accompany every communi-
cation,* said the editor to the man who had handed in a

little piece signed * Constant Reader.’
* I see,’ said the man.

* Yon don’t want to get the
world involved in controversy about the authorship of a

second series of Junius letters.*

BUSINESS.

‘ You refuse me ! Then I shall go and poison myself.*
‘I am sorry to hear that, but if you have quite made

up your mind I shall be obliged to you if you will give

your custom to my brother, who has just started a

chemist’s shop at the end ofShort Street.’

ETERNAL REST.

First Tramp (scanning paper): * Here’s a bloke w’ot

says one of the pictures at the academy lacks repose.’
Second Tramp: ‘ Well, Denny, he orter be here an’ see

us.’

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Traveller : * That youngmarried couple’s honeymoon
is over at last.’

Companion :
* How do you know ?’

Traveller: 'He has begun to be absorbed in the bill of
fare.’

I SHOULD SAY SO.

* And are the divorce laws so very liberal in your coun-

try?’
‘ Liberal! Say ! They are so liberal that nobody

ever heard of a woman crying at a wedding out there.’

A BICYCLE JOKE.

Knickerbocker : * Were you knocked speechless when

you collided with that stone yesterday ?’

Bloomer : * No, but my wheel was knocked spokeless.’

A NEW DEFINITION.

Gambling is the art of giving money to persons whom

you don’t oweand declining to exercise the same kind-
ness in behalf ofpersons whom you do.’

A COMMON WANT.

Barber (putting on finishing touches): * What’ll you
have on your head ?’

Customer : * A little more hair, please.*

APPEARANCES WERE ALWAYS DECEITFUL.

Lady (to tramp): ‘No, I will not give yon anything.
You look strong and well able to work.’

Tramp: * Ah, mnm, yon shouldn't jndge people by
their looks. I thought yon looked a kind-hearted lady,
but I find yon ain’t.’
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