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OUR REW COYEANOR.

Txi followioy sketch of the early bistory of Lord Ran-
furly’s family, taken from Carpenter's ' Peerage for the
Peorle,” may be of interest ;—Mr Thomas Knox, a de-
scendant of ont of the esrly adventurers into Ireland,
tepresented Idupgennen in the Irish Parliament, and
was rewarded pretty liberally by ‘the heaven-born
Miniiter ' for the inflnence he afforded him in carrying
the measure of the union between the two conntries.
Two of his sons, Thomas and Vesey, were appointed
Prothenotaries in the Irish Coort of Common Pleas;
another son was transferred from the worst bishopric—
Hillala—to the second best in the county Limerick ; an-
other was sppointed to the Dennery of Down ; and a
fifth was made 8 Gencral on the Staff. No other family
in Ireland—the Beresfords alooe excepted—have re-
ecived suv much of the poblic money as have the family
of the Knoxes. But s few words sbont the Prothono-
taryship of the Common FPiema. The office was, of
course, & mere dinecure, the duties being discharged by
depatv, who handed over to hix priocipals £12,000 &
year, upon the average, withoot subjecting them to
any other trouble than that of receiving the
mooey. (They bad in all £z35,127 73 3d). While
these Knoxea were in office Mr Peel filled the situa-
tion of Secretary for Ireland, and a communication was
made to him by a gentlemac named Ball, who was prac-
tising as an sttoroey, that frauds on the revenue to an
enoruous extent were annually committed in the Pro-
thocotaries’ office. Mr Peel, in a letter which can stit!
be prodaced, replied that if the statements made by Mr
Ball proved to be well founded, ‘' neither family, rank,
nor influence’ sbould prevail upon him to screen the
parlies. An inguiry was instituted, and Mr Ball's siate-
ments were more thag borne oat by the resnlts, It was
ascertaived that a practice had long prevailed in the
LUrothouotaries' office of recording the judgments of the
Court on parchments without any stamps, slthough' the
usual paymeuts, including the charge for stamps, were
demanded and received. Tous large snms belonging to
the public revenue were abstracted and transferred to
their own pockets by these trustworthy officers! Rut
these frauds, enormous as they were, constituted bot a
saiall part of the evil, The most dreadful grievance
was the insecure state in which the praclice had
placed the property of all those persons for whom
judgments bad been entered ; for in copseguence of the
records being destitute of the stamps required by law,
they were not legal instruments, and their efects became
vull and voil. Any wen who had obtsined judgment on
a bond, and sfterwarda came into possession of an estate
in virtue of such judgment, might be turned ont of his
property, after his security was cancelled, on necount of
the illegality of the Instrument which purported to con-
vey it to him ! Every individoal, in fact, against whom
A judgment bad been entered, might have had it re-
versed upon this groend. The Commissioners of In.
ynisry found piles npon piles of parchments containing
the records of cases adjodged in the court upon which
there was not a single stamp ; and the caleolation that
was made —-although it did net go to the whole extent of
the case —sbowed that the revenue had been defrauded
of at Ieast belf a million of money! Mr Rall, who
had brought this enormous strocity to light gener-
ously refused compensstion for the discovery, and in-
sisted thet the affair should be investigated in Par-
liament, that the delinquents tnight have their
merited reward This was promised by Mr Peel, and
letters under his own hand show that he was fully satis-
fied of the enormity of the case. The inquiry was, how-
ever, postponed from time to time, one excuse after
another being suggested, until at leugth he resigned the
Secretarvship of Ireland, and entered upon that for the
Home Department. Mr Ball followed him to Englang,
and tried various means to extort from him the folfilment
of his p.edge. Persecution, however, wasall this worthy
man could realise, in retorn for his generons exertions.
He was reduced to poverty and want ; and ooe morning
bis room was entered by two men, who placed npon him
a straight waisicoat and cooveyed him to a private
wad house, where be died within a few weeks altcrwarda,
It wasimpossibie, however, after the circumsiances which
were broughttolight by the commissioners of inquiry that
the patent office ebould be continued to Messrs the Hon.
Thomas and Yesey Knox, The patent was rescinded, and
the office awept of the parties inculpated in the proceed-
iogs we have detniled. The reader will, of conurse, ex-
pect that they were transported—if not bung—or if nat
s0, that they were seot to the treadmill for life—or, at
tiie least, 1o wahder about ws vegahonds, to be sbunned
and abhorred by honest men. No such thing This is
oot the fashion in which great public delinquents mre
dealt with, Thomas and Vesey Kpox, the protheno-
taries, were rewarded with & pension, for their lives, of
£75.150 35 & vear; Mr George Hill, their depnty, was
granted m patent place in the same office; and their
lather, the member for Dungeannon, was elevated to the
Peerage of Ireland, as Baron Wells, aod subsequently
crealed Viscount Northland.

THRE ADVANTACES DF REST.

THERE is no better preventive of nervous exhaustion
than regular, unhurried, muscalar exercise. If we could
moderate our bButry, leasch our worry, and increase our
open-sir exercise, & large proportion of nervous diseases
would be abolished. For those who cannot get a snffi.
cient holiday the best aubstilute is an occanional day in
bed. Many whose nerves are constantly strained in
their daily vocation have discovered this for th lves,

RIVAL EXPLORERS,

AT the ime that the Doc de Chartres’ son started on his
trip to Abyssinia, the French Government sent out &
special mission to King Menclik, nnder M. Hounvalot,
who bad bees Prince Heury’s companion in his explora-
tions in Central Asia, Touquiu, and Thibet. It was sup-
posed (says the Paris correspondent of the Standard) that
the two missions were practically the same ; but this was
speedily denied by the French Goavernment, who showed
their disappraval of Prince Heary's expedition by recall.
ing from Djibouti an iufantry sabaltern who had been
granted special leave to enable him to accompany the
Prince on his travels. A new complication has now
arisen. M. Sabatier, an artist atiached to the Prince's
expedition, relates that u serious guarre! has taken place
between the Prince and M. Bonvalot, The latter, with
the members of his mission and M. Sabatier, embarked
at Marseilles on board the Irraouady-Messsgeries Mari-
times steamer, Prince Henry joined the vease! at Soez;
but to the surprise of the passenpers, instesd of being
warmly welcomed by his old fellow traveller, M. Bon-
valot adopted a frigidly distant demennour towards him,

The whole party landed at Djibonti, There M. Bon-
valot was received by the French officials, who provided
him and his companions with gquarters, while Prince
Henry wasignored. Therival explorersand their friends,
however, tock their meals at the same hotel, untif, on
February 24th, there occurred what M. Sabatier terms a
painfal incident. An Abyssinian interpreter of M. Bon-
valot's was, it seems, guoilty of some rudeness to M de
Poncins, one of Prince Henry's companions. M. de
Poncina complained to M. Bonvalot in a very polite
letter, in which he asked him, 1n the name of soliditary
among white men, among Frenchmes, to reprimand his
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man. What the offence of the Abyasinlan interpreter
may have been is not specified ; but M. Bonvalol not
oaly declined 1o reprimand his man, bot after breakfast
went op to M. de Poocins and told him, sccording to
M. Sabatier, that *this negro’'s manners were very
good, and that it was o bosiness on his part to tesch
him civility.” He added thet M. de Poncins bad
acted wisely in not striking the Abyssinian, as the
latter would surely have killed him.” Then, getting
excited, M. Bouvaiot added that the two expeditions
would meet during the inland journey, mad thst the
Prince's party had better be careful us to bow they be.
haved, snd on takiog his departore he remarked that his
interpreter was ‘ worth more than ail the Prince of
Orleans’ companions —nay,thanthe Prince bimself, whom
he regarded an a contemptible person, for whom he (M.
Bonvalot) enterlained the most profound eontempt.' AL,
Sabatier vouches for the textual accoracy of these strong

A Spacish merchant in Bar¢elona told his medical man
that be always went to bed for two or three days when-
ever be could be spared from business, and be laughed
At thost who spent their holiday ob toilsome mountains.
Oae of the hardest-worked women in England, who bas
for many years conducted a large wholesale business, re-
tains excellent nerves at an advanced age, owing to her
habit of spending onc day & week io bed,

expr , and adds that all those present looked st
cach other as thongh they were thunderstruck.

It appears {rom the sequel that Prince Henry wished to
call oot M, Boovalot and fight him then snd there, but
he was prevailed upon to defer the duel anntil both
parties shall bave rrtarned to France. M. Boawalot
tranaferrcd himsel{ and his party to another lable d"Aste
for the remainder of his atay, snd po intercourse took
place between the twe expeditions.

TO “ENTRAP A PERFUME.'

LXARN u lesson for the season from the sonth of France.
In the Hower season at Canncs plates of glass are thinl
covered with clarified inodarous fat; npon or nnder this
fat the flowers are placed, and the power this substance
has to absorb and retain perfum:s is astonishing. On
these sheets of glass the most delicate odours are thas
fixed almest es securely as on the collodion prepared
plates, the most delicate pictures are relaiced. In this
way the jersamine, the violet, the tubeross, and crange
perfumes travel across France and arrive in England as
pure a3 the day they were given forth from the flowers
themaelves. The emancipation of the odoor from its
imprisonment is very simple. The fat, cut into small
cubes, is placed in spirits of wine, and the delicate es-
sence imemediately deserta the coarse tat for the more
spiritnal solvent. M. Piesse, in his interesting work on
perfumery. says that ' while cultivators of Enr ens spend
thousands for the gratification of the eve, they altogether
neglect the nose. Whyshoold wenot grow flowers for their
odours a5 well aa for their colonrs? Aand, we may add,
the ladies may wutilize some of oor own waste garden
perfomes very easily and with peconiary advantage to
themselves. Heliotrope, the lily of the walley, honey-
sackle, myrtle, clove, pink, and walllower perfomes,
such as we get in the shops, are made-np odours, cun-
ningly contrived from other Sowers. Vet they may be
made pure with a little trooble. ‘I waot heliotrope
pomade,’ says M. Piesse, in despair. I would buy any
amount that I conld get.” And the way to get it is verv
simple. If there is a gluepot in the house, and it hap-
pens to be clean, fill it with clarified fat, set it near the
hothouse fire, or any other fire, just to make the fat
liquid, and throw in as maoy heliotrope flowers as pos-
sible ; let them remain for twenty-four hoars, strain off
the fat and add fresh omes; repeat this process for a
week and the fat will have become a pomade a o helio
trope. The same process may be gone through with ali
the other lowers mentioned. A lady mayin this manner
make her own perfume, and we mav add, in the words of
M. Piesse, ‘one that she cannot obtain for love or money
at the perfomer’s.?
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AIR IN CROWDED ROOMS.

A WRITER in the Nineleenth Century says :—* Within
doors we find that the number of micro organisms aos-
pended in the air depends, as we shonld have expacted,
upon the number of people present, and the amonnt of
distarbance of the air which la taking place. In illus-
tration of thia the following txperiments, made st one
of the Royal Soziety's converssziones, held at Burling-
ton House last year, may be mentioned, At the com-
mencement of the evehing, when & number of persons
were already present, and the tempesatore was at 67deg.
Fabr,, the two gailoos of air examiced yielded 326 or-
ganismn; later on, a8 the rooms became densely crowded,
ns indicated by the temperatnre rising to 7adeg. Fahr.,
the number resched 432. The next morning, on the
otber hand, when the room was empty, the air yielded
ouly 130, but even this is doobtless in excess of the num-
ber which would be present in the room in question
under normal conditlons, ln which, judging from experi-

ence, 1 should expect to Sod about 40 to 6o in the same
volume of alr.’



