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SWEHET LIBERTY.

IT turns oat after all that & good deal of work, neither

mercifal nor necessary, is done on the Aockland
goldficlds on Suaday. The argument of the mine-
owners has beeo that the work was of a DECTsSary
character, and only on that groand did they seek to
jastify it ; for even rich syndicates—which ip these days
are popalarly suppoeed neither to fear God nor to regard
man—mnat assate respect for the religions or secular
convictions of the commugzity which safeguard the
Sonday =a m day of rast. Nobody likes to ran his head
agnivat the dogmas or traditions of histribe. Veryoften
it is dangerous to do so, and, what is ten times worse, it
is never respectable. One gentleéman in Anckland has
bad the hardihood to do it, however, in a recent issue of
one of the daily papers. Overthe signatare of * Liberty *
he writes a long letter on this guestion of Sonday work,
and as good as tells ns that it is all bunkom to enforce
the observance of Sunday as & day of rest. It is not in
obedience 1o any divine law, for any divine law on the
matter. according to him, specifies the seventh and not
the first day of the week as the one which is to be the
non-working day of the week; and as for any homan
mandate, he wonld like to know what right any man has
1o dictate to another in the matter. * While claitming
liberty to rest themselves,” says he, * they shonld concede
to their fellow workmen the same liberty to work if they
so wish.” All that can possibly be said in favowr of
Sunday beiog kept as a day of rest, according to this
apostle of liperty, is that it is the custom of the country
20 to keep it—and that he regards as a very poor reason
indeed. We need not trouble ourselves abont the argu-
ment that there is no divine commandment enjoining
that we shall not work on the first day of the week., No
one ever said that th=re was. But surely the mere letter
of the law as written down by Moses does not inclade the
only sanction we recognisein onrreligion. The Christian
Sabbath is a folfilment of the spirit of that law, and
sanctified asno Jewish Sabbath conld be by certain events
in the earthly life of Him who tanght that the spirit was
everything and the letter of little acconnt, Iam rather sar-
prisel that* Liberty ' troubles abont the religions aspect of
the matteratall, because he distinctly tells us later on that
every man is to be a law noto himself in such things, so
that really it would be of little couseqnence whether
there was a divine law or not. Now, with regard to the
view ‘Liberty" takes of the obscrvance of Sunday as a
secular institution. Is effect he wants to know what
right any body of men has to lay down the law in such
matters, or rather why the desires and actions of in-
dividoals should be governed by the opinion of the com-
mugity, or the rece for thet matter. Soch a thing is
sheer tyraony to his mind. His doctrine is briefly that
everyone should be allowad to do as he liked, and that
true and perfect liberty would consist in everyone being
free to follow his own sweet inclinations. I wonder if
this copceplion of liberty obtaing widely in New Zea-
land—the conception that the restraints which the com-
monsense of the race bas put upon individnal freedom
are inimical to happiness and progress, and shonld be
resisted tooth and nail. Why, it is these very restraints
that keep society from fiying asonder into a condition of
anarchv and the world rolling back into savagery. It s
pare nonsenss for anyone ta suppose that Society cag keep
itself together without o beliefs, n faiths,
common prejudices. belief e has well
said represents the force ol gravitation and cohesion, and
when it comes about that taere is no common belief dis-
integration ismot far off, Preserve us from the liberty of
¢ Liberty,' which would result in making petty tyrants of
us a'l, letting loose all the passions, and turning order
into cheos. But there is a tendency in democracyin that
direction, for so long as yon preach the doctriae that ane
man is as good as another you will encourage the indi-
vidual to lock upon his opinion as equal to that of any-
one else, and to think that he has a right to do as he him-
self thinks fit, :

THE PROPER WAY.

« ANYBODY can acquire a good memory,”said the teacher
to his ¢lass, 'il he trains bis mind to hang things on
their own pegs, so to spesk.  For instance, in what year
was Gladstone born 2

* 1 don't remember,’ answered the popil.

* Don't remember! Well, you must go aboat it ip Lthe

right way. How many 3luses were there '
* Nine.”
« Of course. Now double that number.*
* Eighteen.’

*Now multiply it by 1c0.?
* Eighleen hundred.’

*Very gtod. Hold on to that.
were there '
‘Three.'

* Precisely.

¢ Nime."

‘Just so. Nowadd 1hat to the result you Grst obtained
apd what bave you ?*

‘ Eighteen bobdred and nine."

¢ Well now, there yoo have it. Gladstone was born in
1805. Everything depends on going to work in a proper
manner. The memery needs & bit of help, that's wll,”

How many Graces

Mnltiply that by itself*

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Notics to contribuiors. —Any lettars or MSS. received by

the Editor of ths NEW ZRALAND GRArEIC will be tus-
madiaicly ackaowicdged in this column.
‘Pamgny.’—1f you do not—and you are perfectly right—
like your children toread * peany dreadfa's,’ place within
their reach good literatare. Herr is one great safegnard
which has been proved to be reliable.  Fill your bhook-
shelves with wholesome, sonnd books—books which you
have first gone throogh yoursell, Let good periodicala
and magarines lie about, which your children can take
np and look at, at any idle moment. Encoorage them
to take in some standard work in weekly or monthly
nombers, reading the same yourselfeo that youcantalk to
them about the varions characlers, ete. ; and saathe child-
ren grow older place such authors as Thackeray, Dickens,
Scott, Kingsley, Eliot, and similar others, within their
reach, Depend opon it that those homes are the happiest
where good and interesting books and papers are close to
the hands of the children, even though the bookease does
look untidy, and the books become soiled and worn.

‘ Dinadee'—I am sorry, bot your guery is quite be-
yond this colamn, Consult a good lawyer. Tt is never
safe to give advice of the nature yvou reqmire withont
being in full possession of n]l the circumstances of the
case,

‘ Wonderment.’—I must congratulate you on your ex-
crllent pseadouym. [ bave s resmlly novel and practical
suggestion to make for your wedding present 1o your
oiece, which [ think will answer your reqnirements
of 'something no one else will give her; some-
thing not too expensive, bnot oseful; something 1
can pot fancywork ioto, as I have plenty of lei-
sure,’ Give her & set of the nmewest style of towels.
There is almost no limit to the money one may sp=nd
upon towels, if she be 20 minded ; it is in fact somewhat
difficult to select the moderate and reasonable from ont
the mass of costly and vyeluminoas towels. Meny

‘women of leisure who like decorated towels buy fine

birds-eve linen and make hems finished with deep drawn
work bands, above which they embroider initials.
Others work above the hemstitched ends small Aowers
or = raoning vine in pare white floss. Some, despite
the fashion, consider colour well used a great addition.
My advice wonld be that unless you can afford the
loxuriea of life and need not count the cost, by far your
best plan will be to purchas= a supply of fine hockaback
bemstitched towels, at from sixteenshillings to thirty-two
shillings a dozen, and embroider vpon them in pore
white silk either your monogram or initials. These
will be scrviceable and elegamt, and not too fine
to perform all the f{unctions that = towel should.
Then, if yon wish for & more gorgeous few, you can em-
broider npon heavy fringed towels a breadth of reason-
able width, in ¢clour or white as you prefer. There is
no doubt whatever, I think, that all cultivated women
will agree that the monogram of the hoosewife is the
moat and brst desirable decoration that a towel can
have. Yet we see dozens of highly decorated towels 1o
one treated in that rational and dignified way. Fringe
tos, is annoying in the extreme. The lint that it sheds
clings fast and is difficult o remove, and it eatches and
snarls in an irritating way, and it is difficait to Jaunder
properly ; yet hemstitched towels, truly elegant as they
are, are only now coming np to clasim their just place.
The demand for these comes from hous:holds where col-
tivated taste governs the display,

* Rirdie *—1I must ask you to write on one side of the
paper only. I have no objection to replying privately if
¥ou enclose a stamped and addressed envelope. In that
case you had bettcr address your query to the Lady
Editor, Darkening the eyes is very risky. An eminent
oculist claims that the widespread disease of weak eves
among women is largely due to the tamperirg with
these organs for making them more beautiful than nature
intended. The extremes to which some will go io the
matter is illustrated by an English woman who was ar-
rested in the streets of London for drunkenness. It was
found later that she was simply suffering from the toxic
effects of atropine, which she had instilled into the eves
to dilate the popils for a more brillisnt appearance.
She was determined to be beautiful, and to accomplish
the purpose she ran the riak of ruining her eyesfor a life-
time. A late fad among women of onr cities is to darken
the under eyelids with paint to give a more attractive
appearance to the eyes, This paint is often made up of
injurions principles, which in time makes the Hesh
around the eyes sppear old and wrinkled. It becomes
cracked, mnd then paint becomes essential all the time.
The simplest method, if one will darken the eyes, s to
use an ordinary lead peacil.

‘ Dolly.'—I fancy you could oblain what you want at
any goad grocer. Write and ask for a price list of goods,
then you will know iust what vou can afford each week.

* Ol Maid."—For travelling you will find a little bag
the best possible place for your spare moaey. It should
be of chamois with a flap 1o button well over and bave
broad seams trebly stitched, Yoo must shape it 30 Lbat
it will be small enough to wear imside the corset, then
secure it with & safety pin.

*Tom."—I hope you will not mind my telling yoo that
before you ask & 'nice, refined, educated girl' to he
your wife, you should learu to write a proper letter,
Yours was a most curions production. It began in the
third person, then wandered off to the first; finally.
thoagh there was nc address, such as Dear Sir, or Dear
Madam, to commence with, it wound np, * Yours very
sincerely,” This is what yon should have said:—'To
the Editor : Dear Sir,—Will you kindly suggest some
present for a yonng lady's birthday ? She is a nice, re-
fined, and edncated girl, and I hope to soon ask her to
be my wife,—Yours faithfally, Tox " Or you
might simply have ssid: ** Tom ' would be much
obliged if the editor could suggest o present,” elc.
What I would propose is not a book, as 'edu-
cated " girls get quite emongh literature, but & com-
plete toilet set of silver articles, incinding brushes,
manicare sets, hand mirrors and everything that can he
used on the toilet table. With such a set as this, there
may go a large square of bevelled glass, made like a
looking-glass, so that the articles show off when placed
upon them.

'Sleep.’—1 am afraid your imsomnia will prove
troublesome to get rid of. A professor said he always
induced sleep by going to the woodhonse and sawing
wood awhile. It brought the blood down to the ex-
tremities and carried it away from the langer vessels, abd
then it was mot dammed up in the poor gorged brain.
‘ Good for the professor,' I said ; but what will help one
do=sn’t always help another. First of all. don't worry ;
take things easy. Iam convinced that worry brings on
disease. A woman doctor said to me that she dreaded
to treat women with imipaired nerve force, which
means nervous prostration. She had many cases of
such, and they felt that her treatment was long
and tediows, and that they did mot get the worth of
their mouney, There are certain things that help to in-
vite * Nuture's sweet restorer.” A brisk walk warms cold
feet. A well-ventileted room is necessary, s good bed,
neither too hard nor too soft, and level. Awnthorities re-
commend a level bead ; but I always like a big fat pillow
and head pretty well elevated. Let each suit his own
case, Avoid little, clese bedrooms, for a high tempera-
tore brings on restlessness.

‘Mr Pen.'—There is a great demand for houses just
now. Had you oot better boy a piece of land and buijld
one ready for yoor bride? It will be miserable begin-
ning life in lodgings or botels if she is used to a fresh,
country life, dairy and chickens. Furnish simply and
only one or two rooms, letting her choose the rest of the
plenishings. She will have to live in the house more
than yom will.

‘bhiabel.”—{r) Yes, call after the dance. (2) It is not
uecessary after that amall tea. {3) You need not write
your invitationhs; werbal ones for an informal affair are
quite sufficieat. Use autumn leaves, erimson and brown
silk draperies, and have all sortsof sweetmeats aswell as
the cakes. Scones, daintily made, or nicely cut and
rolled thiu bread and baotter should always be on the
table, as some people never eat sweets. You did notask
at all too many questions, Your writing is & pleasure to
read.
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