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but, good or bad, the work will be one of the cariosities
of the Champs Elysees Salon, where for many years past
the celebrated actress had not been an exhibitor.

Duse, who is now playing in Italy, is said to have
reaped a golden harvest in Russin, where the receipts
were never less than 5,000 rublea a performance—equiva
lent to about 700,

' The one gremt secret of successful conjuring is very
simple,” says a famous wizard, *It coonsists merely of
doing things when people are not looking at you.
* You'll probably eall that absurd, but it is veally the
case. Al] one has to do is to make the andience lock in
one direction while the deception is being worked in an-
other, and that is easy enough. I peedn't even apesk &
word. I have merely to look fixedly at & certain thing.
The eyes of the spectators invariably follow mine, and
duriog the ten or fifteen seconds that they are thus

occupied, I can do what I want to make the trick a suc-
cess.”

At Berlin, the popular theatre, Libre, founded in 1892,
with a uniform price of admission of about 6d, has pros-
pered in o most extraordinary manner, Absolutely in-
dependeat, supported entirely by the popular classes,
this bouse has grown in pubiic estimation in proportion
as several others bave declined.

The question of theatre hats agitated the public mind
as long ago ms the reign of Lounis XV. An historian of
that period, Metra, relates that on the 18th of January,
1777. at the opera a gentleman, finding himself placed
behind a lady wearing a hat with excessively high
plumes proposed to her that she shonld either take off
her hat or change places with him. The lady rejected
both propositions, and the gentleman, becoming im-
patient at seeing nothing, cut the teathers off with & pair
of scissora.

Blondia, whose recent death has brought his name
back to the Itaiian memory did not create the same im-
pression here as in other places (wriles the Rome cotres-
pondent of the Dramatic Mirror), Years before he
traverscd Italian rivers or the tight rope a woman had
doae still more than that. In Florence she descended
into the public sgoare from the highest steeple in the
place, and in Rome she performed tricks on a rope
atretched from one end of Piazza Mayona to the other,
when the piazza was purposely flooded, and all the
aristocracy of Rotie drove round and round it, with the
water reaching to the horses’ shoulders. This woman,
whose name was Sagni, danced on the tight rope at 70
years of age. Her teats are mentiooned in many cele-
brated works. Janin mentions her end also Dickens.
Blondin was unfortunate in Florence. He fell from his

cord. He was inconsolable at this coming, as it did,
after Nimgara.

———— e

THE KINETOGRAPH IN WAR.

UNDER the above headiog a writer in a photographic
monthly asks the guestion why the kinetoscope should
be * cobfined o the reproduction of ordinary scenea for
amusement merely,’ and *that kinetograms of genuine
scientific interest and value will also be taken, specially
of eventa which are of rare occarrence.” He is pleased
to find that the 'recent artificial railway collision in
Texas waa kinetographed,” and hopes that *in future
cases of any extraordinary phenomenon which can by
any meand be anticipated, snch as the explosion of a
mine, the eruption of a volcano, and, above all, the en-
counter of two armies in battle, some gompetent kineto-
grapher will be in attendance." He instances the fact
that ‘oot a single instantaneous photegram of an actual
battle-scene in the late Chino-Japanese war was pub-
lished in any of the illnstrated papers.' Where is the
photographer who would carry his parapherpalia to the
proximity of & mine explosion, or lay his life at the
mercy of 8 volcano as it belchea forth its salphurons
fires, or, more deadly still, the myriads of death mes-
sengers that fiy oo the field of battle? ‘ Anybedy,' the
writer says, ‘ can smagine what a battle in like, as well
a3 6n artist,” ‘' What we want ia to know exacily what it
really is.” The writer further suggests that *kineto-
graphers take more pains to have their kinetographs far
enough away from the scene of the action to avoid the
eflect being marred by figures bobbing np half a dozen
times while crossing the feld of view ciose to the instro-
ment, The operator should stand at least a few yards
from thie nearcat moving object’ Good advice; bat gne
would think that the operator should be better a mile
away, 50 that his operations might not be marred by any
strange bullets, or be encompassed by a shower of shot
and shell, as he might then feel the moving objects mar-
ripg his pictures, and speiling hia view, optically or
otherwise. The suggestion of the writer might have
been eaaily realised in the days of Bruce and Wallace
whep the sword, battleaxe, and Bpear were the principli
weapona of offenre and defence, but when modern
inveotion has made haod-to hand conflict mlmoak im-
possible, it is scarcely likely that the snap-shottists will
he found on the field of war armed with a kinetoscope,
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CYCLING.
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HE following definition of an ideal touring cycle
will doubtless be useful. It shoold pot weigh
less than leb:, nor more than 381b., and should

have wmad-guards and an oil-containing gesr case. The
geat should not be more than 6oin., and the throw of the
craopk 6){in. The handle bars should be flat, or glightly
raised, and the handles brought well back. The brake
should be ru%ber shod to prevent Imjury to the tyre.
For a heavy rider a zin, readster pacumatic tyre is re.
commended, but for a rider of average weight a 13{in.
would be sufficiently large. The saddle ghould be of
fair size and wide at the back. A very amall saddle is
most uncomfortable after tiding any distance.

Cycling bas certainly "caoght on’ in New Zecaland,
and become a recogmised, we had almoat said the recog-
nised, mode of propulsion awongst all classes of society,
&ll sges, and both sexes. In the pursuit young New
Zeaiand, as usunal, is well to the fore, We present our
readers in this issne with a portrait of, we believe, the
youngest cyclist not only io this colony, hut so far as we
are aware of, in the world. Master Fred Howard was

TARIT b

P vm:v\‘rg} -

CARNELL. PHOTO.
MASTER FRED HOWARD,

borti on October joth, 1893, and commenced to pedai at
the age of two sand a-half years, 4.0, May, 1596, on a
machine with poeumatic tyres and all other modern im-
provements, built specially for bim by 5. R, Stedman,
of Duoedin. 7The maching weighs 15ib, r5ia wheel
geared to 30in, Master Howard rides well and cleverly,
was recently elected s member of the Wanderers'
Bieycle Clab (Napier), of which his father is a vice-
president.

England seems to be some way behind miany Conti-
oeolal countries in 1the malter of foger posts and mile-
atones. Frobably France haa the best system, and like
most Furopean countries, bas adopted the melrical
measurement. Not only are the distances, even on the
bye road, accurately detailed, but every tura, every
bifurcation, and every junction is carefully inger-posted,
To lose one’s self ou m Freoch road is slmost & matter of
lmpoasibility, In Germany a similsr system in adopted,
and even in Rusain the mileatones and finger posie are
much better and comparatively more fumerous than in
England., When the railway era began, English roads
cominencerd to be less nsed, bot with the advent of the
cycle, anil the possibility of molor vehicles, the high-
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ways of the coontry will once more regain their nseful-
uess, so that more sttention should nmow be paid to the
betterment of onr roads, and the improvement of ouor
mileatone and finger poat systemi. It would be & great
step in advance if the metrical system of measurement
could be adopted. :

At a meeting at Christchurch, it was stated that there
were between 4,000 and 6,000 bicycles in and around
Christchurch, and as the estimaled cost of each of these
was at least £16 or J17, there was between /70,000 and
A 100,000 invested in them.

Mr Ernest Leitch, representative of the Australian
Motor Car and Cycle Company, is travelling through
New Zealand, and errives in Napier shortly. He will be
well rememb:red by those interested in cycling an an
Euglish racing man, whe has beatem Zimmerman, the
famous American champion, no less than twice. Mr
Leitch holds some Scoich records, and was s member of
the Polytechnic Club, Loudon.

The recent success of W. J. Peall in his sensational
billiard match with Roberts reminds one that this
wonderful player has for many years been an ardent de-
votee of the eycle, hin firat ride having been a boneshaker
late in the sixties. An intereating interview with bim on
the suhject of his cycling career appears in the current
issne of The Cycle. When asked whether cycling had
any injurigua effect npon his playing powers, he related
the following incident :—*'Some five or six years since I
was playing a big match at the Aquarium. I rode then
a solid tyred meachine, and you, of course, know what
stmooth riding that meant, Well, I went for a longer
spin than usual one morning, 4id thirty miles in all, and
had to ride quickly to get to the Aquarimm in time to
play. I arrived with not even & mowment to sparc to
change my kbickers, and playedl in them, making a
break of over 1,300, 80 that cycling would seem rather to
improve than to impair the nervoussystem. Of course, I
am talking of cycling in niwderation —not acorching or
racing, The contipunl strein of fast riding may have
some effect, but as I never ride at more than ten miles
an honr [ cannot sav.’

A Home writer says : " One canp hardiy imagine a more
suitable recreation for hospital nurses them cycling.
Aflter the close atmosphere of the hospital ward, & spin
through the country on & cycie mtust act as a wonderiul
tonic. The nursesa of Guy's have quite a iarge club, and
1 hear now that at 5t. Thomas' Hospital there is just as
wmuch enthusiasm for the pastime as at Guy's. Of
course, when cat cycliog, the nurses do not wear their
hospital garb, but a special vniform which is not a6 con.
spicuous,”
SOME EFFECTS OF THE CYCLE BOOM.

*That staid and respectable journal, the Spectator,
some little time ago anid that '* the moment bicyclea coat
£5, will last for ten ycars, and are independecnt of re-
pairs, bicycles will become for all the healthy the umni-
versal means of locomaotion.’” Well, we haven't quite
arrived at that point, but we seem to be very pear it.

‘ Everybody who can afford it—and, for that matter, =
Kreat many who can’t—is going in for &' wheel,"” with
the reault that the immense expenditure of money on
cycles has naturally cortailed the spending power of the
public in other directions, and tradesprople of all sorts
are beginning to cry out that their businesses are being
ruined by the cycle boom.

‘A writer in one of the American montllies some titne
ago made at inquiry into the efiects of the cycle hoom
on trade generally, and the result of his investigation
certainly makes very curious reading.

“The jeweller aud walchimaker stei to bave been hit
bardest of all. When grandpapa wishes 1o give his
little grand«on a Christmas or New Year present, he
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