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Mrs WEERY has le® Wellington for Christcharch,
where she will stay with ber daoghter before proceediog
Home to England.

Mrss SEarRY, porse st the Christchnreh Hoepital,
left for & short boliday to Nelson on Saturdey.

Mz HARRISON, solicitor, of Anckland, who has besn
awey for the last two mountha, has retorned.

Me A. SraNpisu hn.s_;eere-elmtd president and
Mr W. Bayly vice-presideat of the Taranaki Jockey Clab,

My GrRORGR M. GarnNer, eldest son of Mr P. W,
Garner, of Napier, has been promoted from third en-
gineer of the s.s ‘ Hiin Yo' to second eogineer of the
as. "Irene,” ancther of the China Merchents” Steam
Navigation Company's boata,

Miss HAMLIN hans returned to Napier after an ¢njoy-
able visit to Waipoknran.

Dx. Scort, of Onebunga, who hes been very i1l and in
going a trip to Evgland for his health, will take his
eldest child with him. Mrs Scott will be noable to ac-
company her husband, who will be away for six montha,

Mrssks J. D. RiTcarg and T, Kirk, of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, bave been chosen to represent the
Government at the Imtercolonial Fruitgrowers' Confer-
ence in Brisbane, but it is feared that pressure of busi-
ness will prevent Mr Ritchie’s attending.

REvV. F. G. EvAaN3 conducted a memorial service in
St. Mary's Church, New Plymonth, on Sunday, May
30th, the occasion being the fiftieth anniversary of the
death of the Rev. Mr Boelland, the first minister of the
Church of England stationed in Taranaki.

MRS AND THE MIsSES W. JounsToN, who have been
io Wellington for some time, retorn this week to their
conntry residence in the Rangitikei district.

MRS JAMES MaCLEAN, of the National Bank, Napier,
bas returned with her two little girls from a long visit
into the country,

Mz ANDP MzS C. RUSSRLL and family of Christchorch,
are passengers by the ‘ Buteshire * to England., Mra
Russell is a sister of Mrs A. Anderson, of Opawa.

M= JORN Prousk, of We!liogton, iz in Christchurch,
and sang al an organ recital by Mr. F. Tendall at the
Cathedral.

M1ss STurRS (Timarn) is staying with Mrs Batham in
Wellington.

MR HaroLD AX50N, the new carate of Hawers, who
recently arrived from Eaogland by the * Iopic ’ was very
cordially received by the parishioners on his reaching
Hawera. Mrs Anson snd family sccotipanied the
reverend gentleman.

NEWS has been received by Archdeacon Fancourt that
Bishop and Mrs Wallis have arrived safely in England.

MRS JOHN BALLANCE, of Wanganni, has lately been
spending some weeks in New Plymouth,

MR PICEERRING, of Wellington, is paying a visit to
Marlborough, where he is the gnest of Mr and Mrz G.
Watts, of Lansdowne.

MR JaMEs HUDsoN, the second son of Mr J. R, Hod-
son, of Hokitika, bas bech appointed, from forty appli-
cants, inspector of mines tor Western Aunstralia, at &
salary of £500 per year,

MR L. A. Cu¥F, who has becn at the Thames duriag
the past montha, is at present in Aockland.

M=s PERCY BROWN, who has come ont from Eungland
for a trip, is the guest of Mra Harding in Wellington.

MR J. H. FoxX, of the Railway Department, ia in Picton
relieving Mr Dobbie, who has gone to Wanganui for a
week.

MR AnD Mes C. p2 ViR TESCHMAKER are visiting
Dunedin.

M=z HERBERT CLARKE, Woodville, met with a nasty
nceident last week, His horse bolted and tell, and Mr
Clarke is badly injured.

Miss Mar1ON SPERD (Picton) teaves for Napier im-
mediately to spend the winter there on account of her
heaith,

MR AND MRS SPENCER, who have returned to their
home in Napier, say they have greatly enjoyed their visit
to Forest Gate, near Waipawa,

Mus Orpiwc, of Moawhango, has been ataying ia
Napier for change of mir. She 18 moch better in health,
and returns bome with her brother, Mr Batley, ahortly,

Mg HaxiLToN BairLig, Bank ot New Zenland,
Carterton, ia spending his anonal leave with his father
sod mother, Lieatenant and Mra Baillie, in Picton.

MRS SgrigR {Svdoey) has come to Nelson to see her
son, Mr D. Squier, who in very far from well, They are
both the guests of Mrs Heaps.

To THE DEAF.—A gentleman who cuored himself of
Denfness and noises in the head after fourteen yeara suf-
fering willgladly send full particulare of the remedy t
free.—Address, H. CLIFTON, Amberley House, Norfolk-
street, Strand, London, Englagd.—(ADvT.)

R regret to record the desth of Misa King, a

wery old settler in Tarasaki, who pasted away
awsy on Monday afternoon, May 3ist, at the
venerable age of g4. The deceased indy was highly re-
spected and beloved by ail who had the privilege of her

acquaintance. She was one of the earliest settlers in
New Plymouth, having come out with her brotherin one
of the frat vessels to Taranaki from England.

The death of Mrs Rogan, wife of Judge Rogan, of
Anckland, was mot unexpected, though nome the less

gad. She died on Whit Sunday st her residence, New
North Road.

their irreparable loss.

! MATSA' YAUDEYILLE COMPANY.

MESSRES WILLIANSON AND MUSGROVE'S ‘Matsa'
Vaudeville Company opened to a crowded house att he
Opera Honse, Auckland, on Monday last, when the en-
tertainment presented more than justified the anticipa-
tions formed with regard to it. The programme con-
sisted of m happy combination of farce, soog, dance,
music, and novelty items. Misa Alice Leamar is always
sure of a welcome in New Zealand, and she received a
wvociferons reception upon her first appearance ia the
opening farce, “Fun io the Kitchen." The fun of this
piece turned upon Fenelope's (Miss Leamar's) ex-
periences with her namerous admirers—the butcher,
baker, milkman, a soldi¢r, and a policemaa. In

the end Penelope finds that her uninformed lovers

are attracted more by the kitchen cupboard than by her-
gelf, and she marries * Chalks,” Among the comicalitiea
introduced in the progress of the farce is a duet and
dance, ' The Art of I,ove,” by Mr John Coleman and Miss
Ieamar, and bone specialities by Mr Frank Lawton,
In the second purt Mr Lawton's ‘Canary Polk,' a
whistling performance, aud Mr Coleman's *Scare-
crow Dance' brought down the honse. The mando-
line dance by the Delvines and Winterton Sisters
justified the ~deseription allotted to this item by
the compiler of the progmmme, who sets it down as
‘an interesting, eccentric, instrumentat, Terpsichorean
quintette.” It was all that,and s marvelin high-kickiog
besides. The *Satanic Gambels” by the Delevinesin the

second part were 3 marvellons and uncanny exhibition of
rformerof

gymuastics, ‘ Little Gulliver’isa Lillipotian
considerable originality, and Mr Leone Clark, the ' Cat
King,' shows what can be done with performing animals
and birds. Mr Ernest Fitts, who possesses a good bari-
tone voice, contributed two solos, ‘I Love But Thee,'
and ‘ Thou Art My Life.” Taken all in all, the “ Matsa’
Company {a a good langhter-producisg combinatios, and
8s it keeps the honse in roars for nearly three hoars, it
mey be expecied to ! catch on.’

OnN Thursday, 3rd June, the Original Banjo, Mandolin,
and Goitar Clab joorneyed to the Avondale Asylum with
the praiseworthy motive of giving the inmates & pleasant
evening. The Clob members were met by the Asylom
ataff, and on being conducted to the concert-hall, fonnd
an andience of over 200 mssembiled 1o #njoy the mueic.
Most of thesc people were inmates of the asylom,
and s good few settlers nlse tock advantage of the op-
portunity. Under the condoctorship of Herr Zimmer-
mann, and the sble leadership of Mr A. A. Partridge,
the full Clob pave several delightfol selectiona,
and the burata of hearty applabsc by the andience
and their joyful demonstrations of pleasure, were
very encouraging to the performers. A quintette for
mandolina and guitars by Misses Posseniakie, Erskine,
Bolland, and Messrs Brockett and A. A. Partridge was
splendidly given, and loudly spplended. Hetr Zimmer-
mabnn gave two violin solos, and My Partridge contri-
buted = selection on the guitarrs. Misses Bell and
Thomson each sang, and were encored. The members
of the Clob deserve great credit for their disinterested
kindnpeas [r affording their unfortunate fellow crestures
20 much enjoyment.

TR® St. Joho snd Hayman Dramatic Campany open
st the Opera House on the 16th inat. with Sima and Pet-
titt's interesting drama, * The Vsgabond." The com.
pany is excepticnally strong, and nuwmbers smong ita

“memhbers several old New Zealund favecunrites, viz , Dora
Mostyn, Blanche Wilmott, Madge Corcoran, Marie
IrAlton (an Agckland lady), and others. The gentle-
mey comprise Mesars Bailey, John Bruce, Haytoan,
Owen, P. Donoghue, etc,

WEhave been saked to correct a slight mimnderstand.
ing that has ariscy over our report of & recent concert.
We referved to tbe givers w8 tbe Anckland Banjo, Man-
dolin, and Guitar Clab, bat it should have read ' The
Origioal Banjo, Mandolin, and Gaitar Clab.’

She bad been ifl for some time, suffering
from copsnmption. Her hosband took her over to New
South Wales and Anstralia last year, and the complete
change and rest proved very beneficial for s time. Mrs
Rogan leaves sevett children to moam with their father

BURNING WOMEN FOR PETTY TREASON.

(BY 8. BARING-GOMLD,)
[A wote to his movel, ‘Gladys : 4 Woman of Cournga]

IN 1760 Susannsh Lot was borned for the murder of her
busband at Canterbory, and Benjamin Russ, her para-
mour, wis hanged for participation in the crime,

Catbherine Hayes was boroed alive im 1726, Her son,
Billings, who had asisted her in the marder of her hus-
band, was hanged. ' An iros chain waa pat round ber
body, with which she was fixed to » stake near the gal-
lows,’ On these occasions, when women were burned
for petty treason, it was customary to atrangle them, by
means of a rope passed round the ncck, and palled by
the executioner, so that they were dead before the
flatues reached the body. But this woman was literally
baraed alive ; for the execntioner, letting go the rope
sconer than usual, in conseq of the A reach-
ing his hands, the fire burned fiercely round her, and
the spectators beheld her pushing away the faggots,
while abe rent the air with her cries and lamentations.
Other f(aggots were lpstantly thrown om bher ; bat she
asurvived smidst the flames for a considerable time,
and her body was not reduced perfectiy to ashes in less
than three hours.—* Chronicles of Crime or the New
Newgate Calendar,’ G, C. Pelbam, June, 1840,

A poor gir] of fiftcen was burnt at Heavitree, near Exe-
ter, on June 29th, 1782, for poisoning her master, Richard
Jarvia, with arsenic. A broadside balled was circulated
among the crowd who witnessed the execution, of which
thia is the lagt verse :—

*When to the fatal stake I come

And dissipats io flame,

Lat all o warned by my sad doom,
To shun my ain and shame.

May I thus expiate my crime,
And whilst I undergo

‘The flary trial bera on carth

pe the lamesa balow."

A woman was bnrot at Winchesterin 1783, A writer
in Notes and Qusries, Tune 1st, 1850, says:—' A gentleman
lately deceased told me the circumstances {(of a case in
1789) minutely. I think that he bhad becn at the trial,
but [ know that he was at the execution, and saw the
wretched woman fixed tothestake, fire put to the faggats,
wnd her body burnt. Bat I know two persons still alive
who were present at the execution, and I endeavonred,
in 1R48, to wscertain from one of them the date of the
event, 1 made a note of his answer. which was to this
effect :—* I can’t recollect the year, bot I remember the
circamstance well. It was about 65 years ago. I was
there along with the crowd. I saton my father's shool-
der, and saw them buarn her. . . . They fixed her
neck by & noose to the atake, sad then set fire to the
faggots and burned her.*"’

‘This woman was Christiana Murphy, alias Budman,
convicted of coining. She was stood on a stool, and the
stoo]l was removed irom under her just before the fire was
put to the fagpots,

A writer in Notes and Querics, Angnst roth, 1850, aaya :
*I will state a circumstance that occurred to myself abont
1788. Passing in s heckney coach ap to the Old Bailey
to West Smithfield, I saw the unquenched cmbers of &
fire opposite Newgate. On my alightiog, I ssked the
coachman, ' What wes that fire in the Old Bailey over
which the wheel of yonr coach passed '’ ** Oh, air,"” he
replied, *' they have been burning a woman for murdering
her husband_*'*

A full account ot the execution ia in the Gentleman’s
Magazine for 13th March snd 18th March, 1789. * Thia
is the ¢xecntion at which I was present,’ says another
i Noter and Gueries. ' Eight of the malefactors syffered
on the scaffold, then known as the New Dron. After
they were suspended, the woman in & white dress, was
bronght ont of Newgate alone, and sfter some time spent
in devotion, was hanged on the projecting arm of a low
gibbet, fixed at & littie distance from the scaffold.  After
the lapse of a sufficient time (o exticgnish life, faggots
were piled around ber, and over her bead, g0 that the
person was completely covered, Fire wan then eet to the
pile, and the woman was ¢consnmed to ashes.*

In the Gentlieman's Magezine for June 21, 1786, is the
account of the burning of Pharbe Harris for counterfeit-
ing the coin of the realm.

In Harrison's Derby and Nottingham Journal, Sep-
tember 22, 1779, is an Bccount of moother such sentence.
"On Saturday, two petsons were capitally convicted at
the Old Bailey of High Treason, viz., Isabella Condon,
for coiniog shilliogs in Coldbath Fields, and Jobn Field,
for coining shillings in Nag's Head Yard, Bishopsgate-
street. They will receive sentence to be drawn on a
hardle to the place of execntion; the woman to be
burped, and the wan to be hanged.’

The Shrewsbury case was, I believe, the last in Eng-
land. On May roth, 1790, Sir Benjamin Hammett, in
the House of Commons, called attention to the then state
of the law. He said that it had been his painful office
and dnty in the previous year to mttend the burning of &
fzinale, he being at the time Sheriff of London ; and he
moved to bring in & bill to alter the law. He showed
that the Sheriff who shrank from executing the gentence
of burning alive was liable to a prosecution, but be
thanked Heaven there was not a man in Eangland who
wonld carry such s sentence literally into execution. The
executioner was mllowed Lo atrangle the women con-
demned to the stake, before flames were applied ; but
such an sct of humanity was a violation of the law, sab-
jecting executioner and Sheriff to pensltiea, The Act
was Tnmed 30 George 111, e. 48,

It {n m startling thooght that in the time of cur grand.
fathers sach atrocities could Bave been permitted by law.
We mave so rapidly now, and the awing of the pendulum
has been so greatly into the other extreme, that we for-
get that little over a ceotury hss elapsed sicce the last
stake waa kindled in Eoglsnd about the body of
wretched woman,

The new photograph of the heaveas which s being
prepared by Loados, Betlin, and Farisian astronomers
show: sixty-eight miilica stars. Evidently Alezander ia
baviog plenty of other worlda to conguer.



