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doesn’t offer him a watch as he used to do; be gives him
instead & cycle, Youpg lndies, too, in asking their dear
papas for & birthday gift invariably choose a * bike' in
preference 10 a new piano,

* In proof of the latter statement it may be noted that
the pianc trade of the United Siates fell 50 per cent.
doriog the season of 189596, and this phenomenal de-
creasc is atizibuted solely to the cycle boom.

' The bookscllers complain that eycling prevents their
patrons from indulging lo their usual amocunt of reading,
with the resnlt that their irade suffers. One latge news-
agency in New York ¢ity declares that its loss this year
(1896) from cycle compelition amounts to nearly half a
million dotlars.

‘Warehousemen say that the pemsion for cyeling
amongst the ladies is baving a disastrons effect on their
sales of dress goods, for the modern muid prefers riding
out on her cycle of an evening to sitting in a drawing-
room arrayed in fine and expensive apparel.

* The tailors and hatlers come next with a complajnt
that they are injured because the cycling ** Johnnies "
ride out in cheap cycling suita and cloth capa. Even
the tobacconist and publican imagine they have good
grounds for complaiot sgainst the new craze. Ouoe of
the tobacco trade journals in the States declares that the
consamption of cigata has fallen off daring 1896 st the
rate of one million & day, which means a daily loss of
close on {9,000, averaging each ** weed'* at ad. The
complaint of Boniface, however, is a little more dificnit
to understand, becanse one wounld naturally conclade
that cycling was ao inceotive to thirst, Probably the
sore point with mine host mrises from the fact that
cyclists generally call for ** soft'* drinks, which are asa
rale cheaper.

" At first sight it seems difficolt to understand bow
cycling conld injure the tonsorial are, yet it is a fact that
barbers in the States are crying oot because of the com-
petition of the  wheel,’' A New York " knight of the
strop and rezor * explains the matter wery pithily :—
** There's nothing in my bnosiness any longer,' he sAYS,
°* the cycle has mined it. Before the bicyele craze struck
us, men used to come in on a Saturday afternoon, and
get a shave, apd a bair cut, and, maybe, a shampeoo, in
order to take their lady friends 10 the theatre, or EO out
somewhere else of an evening. Now they go off on a
‘ bike," and don’t care whether they're shaved or mot
Yoo see where it harms us is that when a man skips a
shave 1o-day we can't sell bim two shaves to-morrow—
that shave is gone forever,”

*If the cycle has injured many trades, however, it has
alsg benefited oot & few. The mannlacture of the
bicycle itself has developed invo a gigaatic industry, and
is the means of circolsting thousands of pounds every
week in the shape of wages mnd salaries. In Coventry
wione, the headqoarters of the cycle bosiness, it is esti-
mated that close on 20,000 persons are employed in turn-
ing ont machines,

‘Ouwe of the most amusing aspects of the cycle boom
in Coventry has been the effect which it has had on the
local matrimonial market. So repidly has the popula-
tion of the town increased that hoose accommodation is
not to be had for love or money, and as a consequence
many would-be Benedicts have had 1o postpone the
happy day simply becsuse they conld find no accommo-
dation for their hew-made brides.

* The railway and shipping companies, too, are largely
benefited by the cycle boom in the way of extra freight
for carrisge of cyclea,

“In this copnection it is interesting tonote that several

large Transatlantic lineas which formerly carried passen- -

gem' cycles free are now charging & unifofm rate of 10a6d
for each machine, and, s very few Yankee toorists now-
adays travel withont their ** bike," it will readily be seen
that & very considerable item has thns been addedtothe
sl':ipowner'l income.

* Qnite the latest development of the cycling craze in
what we know as the apper circles is the formation of a
Cycling Chaperon Associatiou. This new profession is
designed to meet the scruples of timid * pas’ and * mas,’
who wou)d sever think of allowing their daughters togo
cycling withont & proper escort. It should be added
that the membership of the new society is made op
principally of spinsters of nacertain age.’

Whatever thay be mid of American bicycles, there can
be no doubt that some of the smartest things in cyele
accessories come from the other side of the Atlantiec. Mr
A. W. Gamage, the cyclisis’ universal provider, of
Holbor, has returned from a visit to America, where he
has been picking oy all that is best in cycle novelties,
and one of the moat saleable things he has bronght back
is = miniatare lelucopu: tyre infstor, worked by the
pressure of one's foot, and which, when not in nse, can
be compressed into a ndlmlwlly small space snd
carried 10 one's tool bag.

A BRAUTIFOL COMPLEXION,
1y Sulpholine Lotion, It drivea away plmples
blotcg . roughness, redness, and all disGgurements
Saolpholine developa & Jovely 3=in. 18 bottles Mads

in London—{Adrt),

SPORTS & PASTIMES,

(wY amcoa)

To SECREYARIXS OF SAlLING, ROWING, SWIMMING,
CYCLING, CRICKET, Bovn.uu; TxNN1s A GOLY-
CLURS.

[IT baving beon sugyestad to the sditor of the Nxw ZEaLiND
GRAPHIC thal membory of athletie clube

mndanu M we will
b glad Lo anawer qnui- of & similar charmoter ]
FOOTRALL,
RESULT OF MATCHES PLAYED TO DATK.
Ulub Playsd Wom Lost Dmwa Pointa.
For Allimt
Purpell ] 4 1 [] [
Ponsonhy 5 a 1 o 2 B
North Share 5 2 Hy 1 b fad
City 5 2 3 [} 4 A
Greuftoa 2 1 2 2 16 18
Newtom 3 [+ 4 1 b E )

The conclasion of the first round of the Cop matches
leaves Parnell and Ponsotby far ahead of the others,
having exch won four gamea and iost ome. I don't
think there can be mnch doubt as to the nltimate
winners, aod I pluomp for Ponsonby, with the Shore as
Tonners-ap. : -

PARNELIL V. GRAFTON,

The match between these old rivals was very interest-
ing. and Parnell may thank their locky star they were
not severely beaten. Gralton had a lot the better of the
game, aod had their following-up been better, they
would undonbtedly have acored on several occasions.
Parnell, too, had bad luck, inasmoch as they had three
or four unsnccessiol shots at the gosl. Now and then
the players were considerably confused by the bowling
and hooting of the spectators, who evidently desired to
influence the umpire, MrKatterns. He, sensible man, took
nonotice of the hoodlums, whoseignoranceof the game was
apparently only equallied by their lack of common sense.
Thefirstspell was chiefly remarkable fora series of very fine
passiog runs by the backs of both teams, and by soand de-
fensive play by ‘he forwards. Grafton men evinced a
decided off-side tendency, and deserved to bave a couple
of penalty goals scored agaipst them. I have no doabt
that the time will eventually come when points will be
awarded against = team whose men are addicted to con-
stant off-side play. Gordon and P. Morray were the
pick of Parnell forwards in the first apell, and Handeock
played a fine game. This player does not appear to make
the best oae of his opportusities, being probably unable
to correctly judge the effext of certain play. D'Arcy, at
five-eighths, was fairly successful, though sot nearly
smart enongh in cloee play ; he seems to rely too much
on his kicking abilities, thus neglecting opportunities of
ranning aud passing. Jervis seemed now and then to be
his old self, and several brillinnt dashes revenled the fact
that be is rapidly coming back to form. Smith, as foll
for Grafton, generally played & good game, bat some-
times he didn't seem to know what to do with the ball,
and huug on to it for choice with almost fatal resoits.
D Hay was also an offender in this respect, thoogh
otherwise his playing was firstclass. C. Hay, five-
eighths, was a long way ahead of D'Arcy, and fre-
quently put in wvery usefol work. The first spell
ended withont any score being registered, and the
sccond spell was simply s repetilion of the play,
with the exception, viz., that shortly after the atart some
splendid passing runs were made by Parnell, the ball
being anchored in Grafton's 25. Here Jervis secnred it,
and in a trice propelled it over the bar. Grafton woke
wp sfter this and time and again assailed their oppoaents’
lioe, but withont awail, the match resulting in m win for
Parnell by 4 poiots to nothing.

NORTH SHORE V, CITY.

This maich was contested at Devonport, and resalted
in & win for the local tesm by 1 tonil. Shortly after
City'a kick off, North Shore rushed the ball down to the
visitor’s 25 . from & joose scram Clark secared the oval,
and evading the City forwards, potted » beantiful
goal. Thos encoursged, North Shore continned these
tactics, and Francis, tlaking a- pass, alipped over
the line, bat the bsll was recailed, and s scrum
formed for a throw-forward. City awakened to the fact
that they had met 2 team abowe their expectations, and
endeavoored to amcnd matters.  The beil weot oot st
centre; P. Gerrard marked, bot nothing was gained, as
be kicked whiie some of his jorwards were in front.
City by a passing run carried the leather to North

Shore territory, it golug out at the qoarter-fag. From
& scrum the owval got ioto Clark’s hands, whe
bicked, and following op transferred the play

into City’s domimions, = scrum for knock-om taking
place im fromt of City's goal; a free kick for obstraction
brought the ball to the centre, and a series of scrams
followed, neither gide gainirg ground. Smith taking =
pams got clean away from the muck snd looked like scor-
ing, but Cardno brooght him down, Exchange xicks
smobtigst the backs ended in a throw-out near the City's
2y ; free kicks for off side play in quick succession, both
sides offending {two each), took the owval out near the
centre when the whistle blew for conclusion of first spell.
North Shore 4 poiuts, City nil.

The Shom backs showed & decided unprovement on
former ; the g was p 1y zood
and the fornnd.l were wuch superior to their opp

During the interval a line flag, the ocolours of the Clnb
and with the monogram {n gold letters, was presented to
North Shore by the ladies of Chelses. Three cheers for
the ladies were given by the recipients, and the City team
coartecusly did the same,

After duly sucking the proverbial lemon, the second
apell siarted, Hyland kicking off for City. Dacve for
offside play gave a free kick to City near North Shore's
25 ; Absolam took a place at goal, but kicking low, the
ball reboanded off the opposing forwarda. North Shore
were pressed, H. Gerrard clearing the line; Smith
kicked hard along the tonch line, apd following up
smartly, looked like scoring, the ball, however, going in
tonch in-goal. Pitt. from a free kick near the
halfway, made a sensational drop at goal, the ball
falling a little short: City farced. Shortly afterwards
P, Gerard took u pot at the bar, agnin forcing City.
The City, with a good forward rush, carried the oval
down the field, aod looked like scoring, but Cardoo
turued the tide, and North Shore respoanding, the ball
went oat at the City 25. Fromt a scoum, P. Gerrard
secured and transferred to J. Mays, who in turn passed
to White, the latter securing a try ; Clark did not regis-
ter. Mays took a pass, and got well away, but as the ball
was thrown forward he was called back. From a
scrum, Purdie got throngh, snd carried the ball to
the City quarter ; some good passing rans by the North
Shore backs pecned the City men, and Fraucis had s clear
oo in, bat unfortunately the ball was passed forward.
Mays watched for an opportunity, and picking up
smartly Vet Pitt haye it, who, with a dodgy ran, evaded
the City backs, and acored a try, Clark on this ocea-
sion placed the ball over the centre of the cross bar.
There was very little time left, and City's chance of pre-
venting a defeat was ont of the question, Nevertheless,
they gamely stuck to it, but at the sounding of the
whistle the ball was in mid field without further score,

North Shore had the better of the game from the start,
the passing of the backs was exceptionally good, and
equal to any seen on the ground this seasgn. Cardoo
again played a alashing game at fall, collaring and kick-
ing well. Fraoris, Clark, Gerrard brothers, and Nichol-
son all were in good form, and took a lot of stopping.
The forwandis, as & whole, made & grand display, not a
man shirkiog, and the City backs had no opportunities,
The wing men were great stumbling-blocks.

The play of the City team was rather disappointing.
Of course Smith was there, and pat in a great amount of
wark, and required & lot of watching. Corles seemed
lost, no doabt being rather sarprised at the guicknesa of
the opposing wings, who spoiled him on 30 many occa-
sions. Abaglum did all he conld bot makes the mistake
of attempting to run round ; in one endesvour he simply
run straight across the ground, and gained, perhups, a
foot. Hyland was the pick of the forwards, Jordan,
Connell, and Brown were also conspicuons.

Mr Campbell, as referee, was very sucoeasfnl in hu
first ventare in a senior contest. He made no errors,
and guve every satisfaction to both sides.

PONSONBY V. NEWTON.

This metch wes 8 perfect farce, Newton ounly playing
10 men, and mot taking the slightest interest in the
game. The first spell was concluded with the score at —
Ponionhy 3, Newton o, & try being secored by Renwick.
After the interval the game was continued, but after
Ponsonby had wored two more tries {Renwick and
Braithwaite), the teams decided to suspend operations
and have & look at the Pargell Grafton match. The
game ended in Ponsonby winning by g to nil

JUNIOR CUP—AWARUA V. WAITOHIL.

This wmatch was played in Picton on Saturday jast,
being the first match played there this season, and
resulted in & wia for the Waitohi's by ¢ points to nil.
Till nearly the end of the game, the ball and the players
simply travelled over the field without ecither side
geining any advantage, then Wilmott got a chance from
the centre of the field and kicked a splendid goal.
Afterwards D. Pranee wriggled through the Jines and
touched dowsn. PFuller converted from an awkward
angle, and the flight of the ball was watched with
breathless interest by the whole field, and spectators
alike. A burst of cheera from both sides of the field
greeted both Wilmott aud Puller for their prowesa,



