
doesn't offer him a watch as he used to do ; he gives him
instead a cycle. Young ladies, too, in asking their dear

papas for a birthday gift invariably choose a • bike’ in

preference to a new piano.
* In proof of the latter statement it may be noted that

the piano trade of the United States fell 50 per cent,

during the season of 1595-96, and this phenomenal de-
crease is attributed solely to the cycle boom.

' The booksellers complain that cycling prevents their

patrons from indulging in their usual amount ofreading,
with the result that their trade suffers. One latge news-

agency in New York city declares that its loss this year

(1896) from cycle competition amounts to nearly half a

million dollars.

‘Warehousemen say that the passion for cycling
amongst the ladies is having a disastrous effect on their
sales of dress goods, for the modern maid prefers riding
out on her cycle of an evening to sitting in a drawing-
room arrayed in fine and expensive apparel.

‘ The tailors and batters come next with a complaint
that they are injured because the cycling “Johnnies ”

ride out in cheap cycling suits and cloth caps. Even

the tobacconist and publican imagine they have good
grounds for complaint against the new craze. One of

the tobacco trade journals in the States declares that the

consumption of cigars has fallen off during 1596 at the

rate ofone million a day, which means a daily loss of
close on /9.000, averaging each “weed” at 2d. The

complaint of Boniface, however, is a little more difficult
to understand, because one would naturally conclude

that cycling was an incentive to thirst. Probably the

sore point with mine host arises from the fact that

cyclists generally call for “ soft ” drinks, which are as a

rule cheaper.
‘At first sight it seems difficult to understand how

cycling could injure the tonsorial art, yet it is a fact that

barbers in the States are crying out because of the com-

petition of the “ wheel.’’ A New Y'ork “knight of the

strop and razor ’ explains the matter very pithily :—
There’s nothing in my business any longer,” he says,

“ the cycle has ruined it. Before the bicycle craze struck

us, men used to come in on a Saturday afternoon, and

get a shave, and a hair cut, and, maybe, a shampoo, in

order to take their iady friends to the theatre, or go out

somewhere else of an evening. Now they go off on a

’ bike,’ and don’t care whether they're shaved or not.
You see where it harms us is that when a man skips a

shave to-day we can't sell him two shaves to-morrow—-

that shave is gone forever.’

* If the cycle has injured many trades, however, it has

also benefited not a few. The manufacture of the

bicycle itself has developed into a gigantic industry, and
is the means of circulating thousands of pounds every
week in the shape of wages and salaries. In Coventry
alone, the headquarters of the cycle business, it is esti-

mated that close on 20,000 persons are employed in turn-

ing out machines.
•

One of the most amusing aspects of the cycle boom
in Coventry has been the effect which it has had on the

local matrimonial market. So rapidly has the popula-
tion of the town increased that house accommodation is

not to be had for love or money, and as a consequence
many would-be Benedicts have had to postpone the

happy day simply because they could find no accommo-

dation for their new-made brides.

* The railway and shipping companies, too, are largely
benefited by the cycle boom in the way of extra freight
for carriage of cycles.

' In this connection it is interesting tonote that several

large Transatlantic lines which formerly carried passen-

gers' cycles free are nowcharging auniform rateof tos6d

for each machine, and, as very few Yankee tourists now-

adays travel without their “ bike,” it willreadily be seen

that a very considerable item has thus been added to the

shipowner's income.
• Quite the latest development of the cycling craze in

what we know as the upper circles is the formation of a

Cycling Chaperon Association. This new profession is

designed to meet the scruples of timid *

pas ' and ‘ mas,’
who would never think ofallowing their daughters to go

cycling without a proper escort. It should be added
that the membership of the new society is made up

principally of spinsters of uncertain age.’

Whatever may be said of American bicycles, there can

be no doubt that some of the smartest things in cycle
accessories come from the other side of the Atlantic. Mr

A. W. Gamage, the cyclists' universal provider, of

Holbor, has returned from a visit to America, where he
has been picking up all that is best in cycle novelties,
and oneof tbe most saleable things he has brought back

is a miniature telescopic tyre inflstor, worked by the

pressure of one's foot, and which, when not in use, can

be compressed into a ridiculously small space and

carried in one's tool bag.

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION.

Apply Sulpholine Lotion. It drives away pimples
blotches, roughness, redness, and all disfigurements
Sulpholine develops a lovely skin is bottles Made

in London—(Advt).

SPORTS & PASTIMES.
(BY ARGUS.)

♦> <♦

To Secretaries of Sailing, Rowing, Swimming,
Cycling, Cricket, Bowling, Tennis and Golf-

Clubs.

(It having been suggested to the editor of tbe New Zealand
Graphic that members of athleticclubs are desirous of better
representation in the press, as totheir doings, we have decided
to set apart a special space for the purpose of chronicling the
events m the several branches of sport mentioned, and will be
obliged if secretaries will forward each week any interesting
items of news. Our columns will also be openat all times to
correspondence relative to matters affecting sport, and we will
be glad toanswer queries of a similar character.!

FOOTBALL.

RESULT OF MATCHES PLAYED TO DATE.

The conclusion of the first round of the Cup matches

leaves Parnell and Ponsonby far ahead of the others,
having each won four games and lost one. I don’t
think there can be much doubt as to the ultimate
winners, and I plump for Ponsonby, with the Shore as

runners-up.

PARNELL V. GRAFTON.

The match between these old rivals was very interest-

ing. and Parnell may thank their lucky star they were

not severely beaten. Grafton had a lot the better of tbe

game, and had their following-up been better, they
would undoubtedly have scored on several occasions.

Parnell, too, had bad luck, inasmuch asthey had three
or four unsuccessful shots at the goal. Now and then
the players were considerably confused by the howling
and hooting of the spectators, who evidently desired to

influence theumpire, MrKattems. He, sensible man,took
nonotice of theboodlums, whoseignoranceof thegamewas

apparently only equalled by their lack of common sense.

The first spell was chiefly remarkable for aseries of very fine
passing runsby the backs of both teams, and by sound de-
fensive play by the forwards. Grafton men evinced a

decided off-side tendency, and deserved to have a couple
of penalty goals scored against them. I have no donbt
that the time will eventually come when points will be
awarded against a team whose men are addicted to con-

stant off-side play. Gordon and P. Murray were the
pick of Parnell forwards in the first spell, and Handcock
played a fine game. This player doesnot appear tomake
the best use of his opportunities, being probably unable

to correctly judge the effect of certain play. D'Arcy, at

five-eighths, was fairly successful, though not nearly
smart enough in close play ; he seems to rely too much

on his kicking abilities, thus neglecting opportunities of
running and passing. Jervis seemed now and then to be
his old self, and several brilliant dashes revealed the fact
that he is rapidly coming back to form. Smith, as full
for Grafton, generally played a good game, but some-

times he didn’t seem to know what to do with the ball,
and hung on to it for choice with almost fatal results.

D Hay was also an offender in this respect, though
otherwise his playing was first-class. C. Hay, five-
eighths, was a long way ahead of D'Arcy, and fre-
quently put in very useful work. The first spell
ended without any score being registered, and the
second spell was simply a repetition of the play,
with the exception, viz., tbatsbortly after the start some

splendid passing runs were made by Parnell, the ball

being anchored in Grafton’s 25. Here Jervis secured it,
and in a trice propelled it over the bar. Grafton woke

up after this andtime and again assailed their opponents'
line, but without avail, the match resulting in a win for
Parnell by 4 points to nothing.

NORTH SHORE V. CITY.

This match was contested at Devonport, and resulted

in a win for the local team by 1 to nil. Shortly after
City s kick off, North Shore rushed the ball down to the
visitor's 25 ; from a loose scrum Clark secured the oval,
and evading the City forwards, potted a beautiful
goal. Thus encouraged. North Shore continued these
tactics, and Francis, taking a pass, slipped over

the line, but the ball was recalled, and a scrum

formed for a throw-forward. City awakened to the fact
that they had met a team above their expectations, and

endeavoured to amend matters. The ball went out at

centre; P. Gerrard marked, but nothing was gained, as

he kicked while some of his forwards were in front.
City by a passing run carried the leather to North
Shore territory, it going out at the quarter-flag. From

a scrum the oval got into Clark's hands, who

kicked, and following up transferred the play

into City’s dominions, a scrum for knock-on taking
place in front of City’s goal; a free kick for obstruction
brought the ball to the centre, and a series of scrams

followed, neither side gaining ground. Smith taking a

pass got clean away from the ruck and looked like scor-

ing, but Cardno brought him down. Exchange Kicks
amongst the backs ended in a throw-out near the City’s
25 ; free kicks for off side play in quick succession, both
sides offending (two each), took the oval out near the

centre when the whistle blew for conclusion of first spell.
North Shore 4 points, City nil.

The Shore backs showed a decided improvement on

former occasions; the passing was exceptionally good,
and the forwards were much superior to their opponents.

During the interval a line flag, the colours ofthe Club,
and with the monogram in gold letters, was presented to

North Shore by the ladies of Chelsea. Three cheers for
the ladies were given by therecipients, and the City team

courteously did the same.

After duly sucking the proverbial lemon, the second
spell started, Hyland kicking off for City. Dacre for

offside play gave. a free kick to City near North Shore’s

25 ; Absolum took a place at goal, but kicking low, the
ball rebounded off the opposing forwards. North Shore
were pressed. H. Gerrard clearing the line; Smith
kicked hard along the touch line, and following up

smartly, looked like scoring, the ball, however, going in
touch in-goal. Pitt, from a free kick near the
halfway, made a sensational drop at goal, the ball

falling a little short: City forced. Shortly afterwards
P. Gerrard took a pot at the bar, again forcing City.
The City, with a good forward rush, carried the oval

down the field, and looked like scoring, but Cardno
turned the tide, and North Shore responding, the ball

went out at the City 25. From a scrum, P. Gerrard

secured and transferred to J. Mays, who in turn passed
to White, the latter securing a try ; Clark did not regis-
ter . Mays took a pass, and got wellaway, but as the ball

was thrown forward he was called back. From a

scrum, Purdie got through, and carried the ball to
the City quarter ; some good passing runs by the North

Shore backs penned the City men, and Francis had a clear

run in, but unfortunately the ball was passed forward.
Mays watched for an opportunity, and picking up
smartly let Pitt have it, who, with a dodgy run, evaded
the City backs, and scored a try. Clark on this occa-

sion placed the ball over the centre of the cross bar.

There was very little time left, and City’s chance of pre-
venting a defeat was out of the question. Nevertheless,
they gamely stuck to it, but at the sounding of the
whistle the ball was in mid field without further score.

North Shore had the better of thegame from the start,
the passing of the backs was exceptionally good, and
equal to any seen on the ground this season. Cardno
again played a slashing game at full, collaring and kick-
ing well. Francis, Clark, Gerrard brothers, and Nichol-
son all were in good form, and took a lot of stopping.
The forwards, as a whole, made a grand display, not a

man shirking, and the City backs had no opportunities.
The wing men were great stumbling-blocks.

The play of the City team was rather disappointing.
Of courseSmith was there, and put in a great amount of
work, and required a lot of watching. Cories seemed

lost, no doubt being rather surprised at the quickness of
the opposing wings, who spoiled him on so many occa-

sions. Absolum did all he could but makes the mistake
ofattempting torun round ; in one endeavour he simply
rau straight across the ground, and gained, perhaps, a

foot. Hyland was the pick of the forwards. Jordan,
Connell, and Brown were also conspicuous.

Mr Campbell, as referee, was very successful in his

first venture in a senior contest. He made no errors,
and gave every satisfaction to both sides.

PONSONBY V. NEWTON.

This match was a perfect farce, Newton only playing
10 men, and not taking the slightest interest in the
game. The first spell was concluded with the score at —

Ponionby 3, Newton o, a try being secured by Renwick.
After the interval the game was continued, but after

Ponsonby had scored two more tries (Renwick and

Braithwaite), the teams decided to suspend operations
and have a look at the Parnell Grafton match. The
game ended in Ponsonby winning by 9 to nil.

JUNIOR CUP—AWARUA V. WAITOHI.

This match was played in Picton on Saturday last,
being the first match played there thia season, and

resulted in a win for the Waitohi’s by 9 points to nil.

Till nearly the end of the game, the ball and the players
simply travelled over the field without either side
gaining any advantage, then Wilmott got a chance from
the centre of the field and kicked a splendid goal.
Afterwards D. France wriggled through the lines and

touched down. Fuller converted from an awkward

angle, and the flight of the ball was watched with
breathless interest by the whole field, and spectators
alike. A burst of cheers from both sides of the field
greeted both Wilmott and Fuller for their prowess.

Club

Parnell

Played

5

Won

4

Lost

1

Drawn

0

Points.
For
47

Against
10

Ponsonby 5 4 1 0 42 23
NorthShore 5 2 2 1 32 44

City 5 2 3 0 24 38
Grafton 5 1 2 2 16 18
Newton 5 0 4 1 6 36
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