Sat., May 8 189g7.

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPH]C

Cauley returned to Pohul the same evening, and
came on to Napier last night. The county road
betwetu Pohui and Petane suffered considerably.
Slips ‘occurred all along, culverts disappested, and
five bridges were washed away, It will be some time
before the route is fit for wheel traffic, Fences have
been destroyed, and there are landslipa in all directions.
The Napier beach for miles is covered with driftwood,
and people with all kinds of vehiclea are busy carting it
away., There are tons of wood lying about all over the
country. Old settlers atate that Friday'a flood was
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similar to that experiencec in 1857, when the Ngaruroro
River broke out at Ray's Hill, and following the old bed
of that river antil it is joined by the Tutaekuri, near Red-
clyfie, sent the waters of both rivers over the lower partof
the delta. Thisis whatoccurred on Friday, and accounts
for the enormous bady of water whichsuddenly camedown.
BMr McIntyre, of the Paketitiri mail-coach line, got safely
through to Napler on Sunday night on horseback after
experiencing a rough time. There is not a single bridge,
he says, between Benunett's Creek and Puketitir that has
not in some way been damaged., He had to abandon
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his coach ou Saturday snd it waa inextricably bogged.
Even getting through on harseback was no eary task,
rnd he had ta leave the msin road many Limes to avoid
slips and boggy places. All Saturday night he spent in
Manuku hush waiting for the rivers togo dowan, to enable
him to proceed on his journey. The Risaington Bridge
has heen entirely swept away.”

Immediately the character of the disaster was realised
subscription lists were opened in all the chief towns of
the colony.

A TOUCHING STORY.

fortitude and Christian resignation in the face

of death are more widely distributed over the
world than we are generally inclined to think, comes from
the New Hebrides. Mr Oscar Michelson, the missionary
in the islands, in his last letter to Aucktland, tells the
tale. He says:—

*When those gentlemen were gone I made inguiries
about the Selembanga peaple’s absence from the Hible
class the Friday before. They then told me that Lei-
one, a girl from their village, who had been staying at
Mangarisu, had been trying to catch crabs oo the rocky
shore. Another girt, Iei Sumari (which meraps pesce)
called out to her to run, as there was a large breaker
coming in. She did not hear this warning and ina few
secaonds after was caught and carried cout lo sea, Itis m
most dangerous place. The cotistant action of the waler
has dug out a cave, from which it is impossible to escape
when a heavy breaker is rotling in. The sea was un-
usually rough, and her friends on shore called out to
her, as she was swimming towards the rocks, not to at-
tempt to land at that place, as she wonld be sore to be
dashed to death. She said: “I koow that, I only
want to speak to you.” She first gave a message
toe her brother, and them said, "I want to warn
you not to attempt to save mc it 18 bhelter that I die
alope than that two should die.”” She was swimming
about for some time, and was then killed on the rocks.
Word was &t gnce sent to Selembanga. The people from
that village only came in time to sec her devoured by
the sharka, That then was their reasoa lor not conling
to the meeting on the Friday.*

g SAD atory, proviog that the qualities of heroic

FATAL FIFTY-8IX.

RENOWNED CHAHACTERS WHO DIED AT THAT AGH.

AMONG the men and women of genius there peems to be
8 sirange fatality connected with the age of fifty six
{says the Atlanta Consfitution), some of the most re-
nownzd characters of the world have died on reaching
that limit, including Dante, the Italian poet ; Hugh Capet,
King of France ; Henry VIII,, Kiog of England ; Henry
1V, Emperor of Germeny; Paganini, [talian violinist ;
Alexander Pope, Euglish poet; George Sala, Eaglish
Orientalist ; Marcus Aurelius, Emperor of Rome |} Frede-
rick I., King of Prussia; John Hancock, American states-
man ; Maria Louisa, Empress of France; Phillip Mas-
senger, English dramatist; Saladin, the great Sultan of
Egypt ; Robert Stephenson, English engineer; Scipio
Africanus, Roman Geteral; Helvetius, French philg-
sopher and asther; Heory IL, the first of the Planta-
genet line ; the elder Pliny, Roman naturalist and
author ; Julivs Caesar; Charles Kingsley, English author ;
Juan Primn, Spanish General sod statesman; Henry
Knonax, American Revolutionary General; Thomas
Mifflin, Awerican pairiot ; Von Tromp, Dutch Admiral;
Abraham Lincoln; Marryat, the novelirt ; George White-
field, English founder of {Calvinistic Methodism ; Robert
Dudley, Earl of Leicester, favourite of Queen Elizabetb;
Johaun Gasper Sperzbeim, Germau physician and phre-
nolagist, and Fredetick 11, Emperor of Germany.
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