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MEETINGS OF SHARENOLDERS.

The following meetings of mining Companiea were
convened this week :—

Bay View. - The annual meeting lapsed for want of &
quoraum. The statement of accounts showed total re-
ceipis £406 173 6d, aud the expendilure left a balauce in
Lthe bank of £209 108,

Hit or Miss.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed for want
of aquorum. The statement of accounts showed a credit
balance of £B84 163 4d.

Tamihana —The half-yearly meeting lapsed for want
of a quorum, The statement of accounts showed receipts
£800, and the expeaditure left a credit balance of 523
108,

Adelaide.-—The ordinary general meeting lapzed for
want of & quotum. The statement of accounts for the
haif-year showed receipts £1,750 18 1d, of which £187 16s
6d was gold won from the mine. The expenditure left a
balaace in the bank of £4o09 138 44.

Coromandel Freehold Proprietary.—The half-yearly
meeting was held in Mr H. Gilhllan's office. The
balance-sheet showed receipts £365 108 10d, and the ex-
penditure lelt a halance in the bank of L2 18. The
Chsirman {Mr W. Gorrie} said that the /235 that had
heen depositedt in the Warden's Office toa protect the
property in the event of an adverse decision in the case
of aitken v, Swindley had now been withdrawn, and
would be available for working the mines.

British Empire.—The half-yearly meeting was held in
Mr H. Gilallan's office. The stalement of accounts
showed receipts £66o 133 2d, and the expenditure left a
balance in hand of £5 48 10d. Under the heading of
wayes {444 93 appeared. A special meeting was held
sobsequently at which a8 resolution was passed coufirm-
ing the action of the directors in buying in 17,000 shares
forfeited for non-payment of the call.

Big Reef.—At an extraardioary meeting of share-
holders a resolution was passed that the Company may
at sny extraordinary meeting remove any director or

_dlirectors before the expiration of his or their period of
office and appoint another in his or their stead.

Napier.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed for want of a
quorum. The statementof accouuts showed the receipts
for the half vear to be 87 6s 1d, while the expeaditure
lell A credit balance of £42 95 gd.

we-t Derby,—The half-yearly meeting lapsed for want
of & yuorunl, The statement of accounts showed re-
ceipts 4612 103, aud the expenditure left acredit balance
aof 4218 35 tod.

Golden Spur.—-The half-yearly meseting lapsed for
want of a quotum. In the balance-sheet the receipts are
sct down at £4r3 gs, and the expenditure left a credit of
A4 8s 84,

Moanataiari Extended — The half yearly meeting
lapsed for want of aquoram. ‘The balance-sheet showed
regeipts £ 437 1os 84, and the expenditure left a credit in
the bank of 454 1gs 3d.

Bell Rock.—The half-yearly meetiug lapsed for want
ol a guorum. The statemenst of accounis showed re-
ceipts f603 74 11d, and the expenditure left a credit
balance of {234 ¢s 5d.

Prince ot Waihl.—At an extraordinary meeting of
shareholders heid in Mr J. H. Harrison's office it was re-
solved that steps be taken to voluntarily wind up the
Company.

Mount Aurum.—The half-yearly teeling lapsed for
want of a quorum. The statement of accounts showed
receipts £277 4% 1od, and the expenditure left a credit
balance of £24 08 4d.

Golden Band.—The half-searly meeting}lapsed. The
balance-sheet presented showed receipts to 31st March
were {504 8s 4d, and disbursements £446 16a 1od, thus
leaving a credit balance of 57 118 6d.

Charleston.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed.
bank balsuce on 37st Match waa £24 8s.

Karangahake.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed. The
bank balaoce on zist March was £7r g3 7d.

Original Great Barrier.—The hall-ycarly meeting
lapsed. The halance sheet showed receipts to be £542
139, and expenditure £336 14s 2d, leaving & credit balance
of 205 183 10d,

Golden Giant.—The balance-sheet presented to the
half-yearly meeting showed that the expenditure for the
past half year was {374 39 9d, of which 278 was spent
oo rent, WBREs, nune requisites, ete, At the end of
March there was a cash balance of £5 gs 2d in band.

Mataura,—The halfl yearly meetiog lapsed. Exzpzm-
diture for the past hall-year was (£524; of which froo
was in connection with Dizon’s No. & special ciaim, and
4242 185 21 on wages, mine requisites, ete, The cash
balance in hand is £ 37 48 84.

Agtea,-- At the half-yearly meeting the balance sheet
showed receipts £294 39 Iod and the exrpendiluu L1587 o8
gd, leaving a credit balance on hand of £io7 3¢ 1d.

Kaitoke. —The receipts of this Company for the past
half year were £340 193 od and the expenditure 320 83
74, leaving a credst balance of {129 11s 2d,

Mount Argentum.—The receipts of this company for
the past hall year were £215 18s 6d, and the expenditure
£74 18 6d, leaving a credit balance of 14t 179,

Wentworth.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed, The
balance-sheet at 31st March showed a balance at bank of
450 B tod,

Katie.—The half-yearly meeting wes held in the
Chamber of Mines, Captain Harris presiding. Receipts
£Lavs Ky 4d, expenditure (551 53 44, leaving a debit
bulance of {245 178. It was resolved to wind up the
present limterd company &od form & mo lisbility one
with a capital of 100,000 shares of 18 cach, the shares to
be offered to the shareholders at 1d per slhare in the
sanle proportion as they held in the origiosl company.
The lollowing officets were (hen appointed : —I)izectors,
Ceptaiit Harnas, Messrs J. Heron, W, R, Vines, A. Board
and P. B. Cook ; legal misneger, Mr Julin Churton,
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Sovarsign, —The half-yearly meeting lapsed. Thebank
balance on March 3rat was £519 r3s 1:d.

Alpha.—The ordinary meeting of shareholders in the
above Company was held in Mr H. Gilfillan's office.
The statement left accounts showed receipta 691 8s 1d
and the expenditure of a credit balance of 320 193 5d.
On wages and mipe supplies 269 53 was spent. The
cheirmen. Mr Barnes, stated that an arrangement had
been made to float the property locally. The Alpha had
50,000 shares, of which 15.000 were issucd, It was pro-
posed to give the 15.000 reserved shares for the Rainbow
property, which adjoined the Alpha. Then they would
have to increase the capital to rz0,000, of which number
50,000 shares would he allotted to a syndicate that had
undertaken to erect a 2o0-stamper battery and complete
cyanide plant. Another 50,000 shares would be allotted
to the ahareholders in the Alpha and Rainbow, and that
would leave 20,000 reserve shares held for the Company.

Elvira.—An extraordinary general meeting was held
at the office of Mr W. Elliot, It wad resolved that the
Company be wound up voluntarily.

Magazine.—The half yearly meeting was held in Mr
D. G. MacDounnpell’s office. The statement of accounts
showed receipta £376 19s g4, aud the expenditure left a
credit balance of £4 78 6d,

Jay Gould,—The meeting lapsed. The accounts
showed receipts £390 23 snd expenditure 254 Ss 1d,
leaving a credit balance of 4135 135 11d.

Waihi Reefs.—The annual meeting lapsed. Receipts
for the year were {1,216 33 4d; and the present eredit
balance £ 16 153 4d.

Maritana,—The hali-yearly meeting lapsed. The
accounts showed receipts 4492 g3 3d. the expendilure
4445 08 8d, leaviog a credit balance of £47 1s 7d.

Club.—The hall-yearly meeting lapsed. The expendi-
ture left a credit balance £77 os zd.

Conquering Hero.-—The meeting lapsed. Receipts,
4350 123 91 ; credit balance, {21 39 4. The amount
spent on the mine was £227 23 5d. The report referred
to the negotiations for the sale of the property and men-
tioned that (200 had been deposited by the option
holder.

Waihi Manument.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed.
Receipts, {1,154 198 7d; expenditure, £499 158 11d;
credit balance, {655 35 8d.

Premier,—The half-yearly meeting lapsed. The ex-
penditure was 284 118 8d, about {200 of which was on
the mine in the shape of wages, mioe requisites, etc.
At the 3rat March the credii balance vas £98 in calls due,
most of which have since been paid.

Royal —The half-yearly meeting lapsed. The balance-
sheet showed sn overdraft of {10 133 3d.

De Hirsch.—The meeting lapsed. The statements of
accounts showed a credit balance of £21 28 6d.

Hauraki North.—A largely attended merting of share-
holders in this company was held in the Chamber of
Miues. The meeting was called to decide whether or not
the majority of the shareholders were in favour of the
dircctors purchasing the crushing plant erected oun the
ground by the syndicate owniny the Robinson patent ore
ctusher Two parcels have been treated by this crusher,
20 tons having yielded 1130z 11dwt of gold, valued at
£320 155 61, and 85 tons returned £493 16s 1d, making a
total of £814 11s 74 obtained from roj tons. The Chair-
tian pointed gut that a modern 10 stamper battery wonld
cost from {2000 10 £31.000, and the present plant cost
£470. while a duplicate crusher to make it equal to 10
stampers would cost another £150. With stonebreakers”
engine, berdans, etc, the totsl cost of this plant was
£826. After a lengthy discussion it was resolved by a
majority of {47 251 shares to purchese the Robinson
patent ore crusher.

Occidental.—The apnual meeting was held at the
office of Mr §, C, Macky. The directors’ report stated
that 91 loada of quartz had been crushed for the return of
zogoz glwt melted bollion, valued nt {564 183 Ad. The
balance sheet showed a credit of £27 o3 10d. Messrs W.
Hellaby and Robt. Comer were re-elected directors.

Ajax.— The balf-yearly meeting lapsed. The credit
balance of the Company on March 353t was £415.

Welcome Find.—The annnal meeling was held at Mr
Gilfillan’s office, when Mr B. Keut presided, The state-
ment of accounts showed receipts for the year £3.gor 8a
8d, and the expenditure !elt a balance of cash in bank
and ott hand of {272 163 7yd. The priacipal itews of ex-
penditure were £2 co4 1558 2d, for wages and coal £461 45
7d. Msjor George and Messrs B. Kent, and J. Smith were
re-elected directora.

Jupiter. —The half.yearly meeting lapsed. The cash
in bank aud on hasd, on 31st March, was £ 155 6= 2d.

Clunes.—The half-yearly mecting lapsed. The
halance sheet showed sn overdraft of £12 tos 114, and
cash in hand £5 173 11d,

Wynyardton.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed. The
nlnlgment of accounts showed a credit baladce of 1oy
ds 3d.

Prospect.—The hslf-yearly meeting lapsed. The
statement of sccounts showed receipts for the hall-year
£619 49 1od, while the expenditure left a credit balance
of £g9z25% 1d.

Golden Link,—The half-yearly meeting fapsed. The
receipta totailed f475 16s. and the expendilure left a
credit balaace of {117 45 11d.

King of Waihi.—The balf-yearly meeting lapsed for
want of a quorum. The statement of accounts showed a
credit bhalance of £342 4s 5d.

Hearcules. —The half yeariy meeting was held in Mr D,
G. MacDonnell'a office.  The report siated the wine was
now protected, The belance-sheet showed total receipts
£833 8s gd, and the expenditure 739 83 1d, leaving a
credit balance of £94 0s Bd.

ONE BOX OF CLARKRE'S B 41 PILLS ia warranled to cure
wll dischargus trom the Urinary Organs, {n elther sex. Jravel,
and Palbsle to Back, Gusranteed free from Mercury.  Sold in
boxes. 4161 exnh, by all Chemists and Patent Medicina Vendora,
Hala Propristora TiE LINCOLN AND MIDLAND COUNTIES DhUG
Cu., Lincoln, Kngland.
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ROSS AND A FINE OLD PROSPECTOR.

(WRITTEN FOR THR *'GRAPHIC’
"WARRIGAL.")

BY THR

A FEW months ago I was commissioned to visit several
districts on the west ¢cosst of the South Istand to repart
on their mining prospects. I visited Westlord, Grey-
mouth, Reefton, and Hokitika, and eventually found
my way down to Ross. Ross is the most aoutherly of
west const towns, Southward of it is m wild and deso-
late region—range after range of rogged hills rising from
the surl-beaten beach in tier mbove tier to the eternal
snows of the Southern Alps ; range beyond range to the
majestic Fiordland. True there is, as at Gillespie's
Beach, tiny groups of miners settled here and there
along the coast, but speaking gencrally the district is a
terra incognila as far as any place can be sncognida in
New Zealand. A few daring prospectors bave pushed
their way up some of the river beds. One or two ad-
venturous explorers, like A. H. Harper, have actually
climbed the western slopes of the * Great Divide,’ but all
such people speak of the region as being nhutterably
grand, unotterably rugged, and wonderful in the ex-
treme —where glaciers move majestically through forests
of tropical luxurianee ; where crags and peaks rise from
fields of snow, and rivers gush bodily from gorgeous ice
caverns ; where there are yorges too precipitousto be ex-
plored and moontains too rugged to be climbed. I do
not propose, however, to Jescribe this region. I wish
to tell readers of the GRAPHIC something about Roeas,
and about that famous old prospector, Antony Zala.

Ross, irom a mining point of view, is unigque. Ross
Hlat is one of cur natural wonders in the way of auri-
ferous alluvial formations. ‘This flat, on which the
township is built, is practically a huge basin filled in by
the acticn of some ancient river which ran when New
Zealand was part of a great continent. The Ross
uwaited shaft, which goes down something over oo feet,
cuts through seven different layers of wash dirt, all of
which are more or Jess auriferons. How many more
layers there are can only be determined by deeper sink-
iog, but the lowest yet reached is certainly the richest.
When I visited the Ross United mine several years ago,
gold was heing obtained at the rate of 4 oz per load, and
as soon after my visit the mine was closed down owing
to lack of capital, breaksge of machinery, influx of
water, anrl one or two other causes, much of the gold
stil]l remains. It was in one part of the Ross Flat where
Cassing and Comisky sank their lamons shafi and raised
such vast quantities of gold, but to the preseat day oaly
a swall part of the Flat has been waorked, and the Ross
people look on its hidden riches with as much confid-
ence as Aucklanders on the golden reefs in the Thames
deep levels, and no doubt it is one of Lthose places where
foreign capital and powerful machinery could win a rich
reward. The Fnghsh speculator seems to have little
fondness for alluvial mining, or I suppose we shonld ere
this have heard of big puwnps and strong winding gear
being consigned to this place.

Mount Rangitoto, a few miles south of Ross, is another
strange feature in the way of mining. It is a veritable
mineralogical cariosity, baving reefs that carry nearly
all the known list of metals, and some, I belicve, that are
ook knows. Then the terraces that lic on the slopes ot
Mount Greenland apd encircle the little township like
giant ramparts form another interesting featnre, not only
because they have yielded and stil yield great quantities
of gold, but hecanse their formation is & puzzle to the
miner and geologist alike. Tt is supposcd that they are
really the edges of the allnvial strata mentioned as exist-
ing in the Flat tilted up at an_angle corresponding with
the slope of Mount Greenland, bat this suggests either
sach B recent elevation of the mountain, or such im-
mense antiquity of the allovial strata, that it calls forth
more highly scientific arguments than I am inclined to
glve.

There i8 gold everywhere about Ross. I have ssepn
boys and girls amusing {bemselves washing the precicus
metal from the shingle in the main streect, and all the
river beds and creek beds in the neighbourhood have
yielded heavy deposits to the alluvial miner. Where al}
this gold has come from has never been satisfactorily ex.
plained. Mauny people imagine its source to bave been
some system of recfs way back in the hills, and moch
prespecting has been done to find these reefs. So farthe
resulis have not realised expectations. Reefs have been
discovered on Donnelly's Creek, Cedar Creek, and
Farmers’ Creck. The Cedar Creck reefs were opened up
sbout five years ago, and stone rich enough 1o warrant
the erection of a battery was found. The reef, however,
petered out, and withont much effort to pick op the roe
of quartz sgain the claims were abandoned and the
batlery sold for a mere song. Since then, however,
stone bas been found in the locality which mssayed up
to {Bo per ton, and development wotk js Eoing on
actively.

On Farmers' Creek a large reef has been discovered
and opebed vp entirely by the exertions of one mapn—
Antony Zala. Antony Zala is one of New Zesland's
most daring and energetic prospectors—a little, wiry,
Swiss mountaineer. To leck at him ons would think
him unable to swing a pick ; and yet this man can carry
asizty-pound swag and push his way through the roughesk
couniry i the world. He is sixty years old now, bat he
can leap from stone to stone in o monntain torrent, and
climb through the bush in a way to astonish most young
men. Heled me & dance, and I reckon the compliment
L received from him as the best tribute I have ever bad
to my activity. Astony Zala is worth a whole article
to himself, and when New Zealanders begin to recognise
the heroic work done by their prospectors he will be con-
sidered worthy of a place in history. It will be too late
then. Who is to record the feats of daring and endur-
ance of such men? Who is there who can adequately
describe their hardships and labour ?

There i3 rough country on the Anckland goldBelds,
and hundreds of men are now facing and overcoming
difficulties such as the people in towns little dream of —
pushing Lleic way up deep ravines, over ateep ridges,
through demee forests; but Auckland couniry is tame
compared with that of the Weat Coast, Where Auckland



