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“MINGLING WITH THE BLUE-BLOODS.”

Speaking at a farewell social to Mr. Seddon by the Women’s Social and Political League the Premier said that as their

representative at Home ‘ lie supposed he would be permitted to mingle with the blue-bloods of the older world.'



TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

•WAR!

rpo what a small proportion of British humanity does
-L the little monosyllable of three letters convey any

adequate conception of the dread reality.. The man in

the street uses the word, speaks about the thing itself,
and contemplates its appearance as glibly and easily as if
it were a game ofeuchre instead ofoneof life and death.

He knows rather less about it than he does of any other
thing that has not come within the circle of his

experience. And the thousands, too, who would be

offended if you classed their cogitations and philoso-
phisings with the rash nondescript ideas of the man in

the street—what do they know about war ? They can

talk about it—we can all talk about most things nowa-

days—and be fluently rhetorical in the use of stock

phrases denunciatory of its horrors—phrases made by
men who had seen and tasted the reality, but it does not

follow that they understand it. Ours is a generation
that can scarcely be said to have indirectly known war.

Britain’s little campaigns in Africa and Northern and
Further India have doubtless made a few widows and

orphans, but only in a very retail way, and except where
the killed were officers, the sorrowing relatives belonged
to a class that respectable British opinion takes little

cognizance of. But evenhad therebeen bigger wars inour

time than there have been, the chances arethat Britishers
would not have learned much. You see the Britishers
have always had their battles fought for them while they
remained comfortably at home, confident that come

what might, they and their money bags were safe.

They have never gone through the baptism of fire ;
never with clenched teeth and pallid face advanced to

what seemed certain death ; never looked on the unutter-

able horror ofa battle field, much less tasted of itin their

own persons; never seen the flaming cities and the

hunger-stricken population, the terrible waste and des-

truction ; neverheard the wailof the widows andthe father-

less, and thebrotherless, risingin one awful miserere to hea-

ven. Allthat they know is the jubilant return of thetroops
to the fair land where war has never set its desolating
feet, and the loud 7e Drum. The other side of the pic-
ture they have not seen. Everything, so to speak, has

been cleaned up before John Bull's eye looked on it, the

poor unsightly corpses have been buried out of sight, and

the bloody swords wiped. Thus it comes about that your

average Britisher, who has noparticular money bags that
seem threatened by war, speaks of it unconcernedly, and

wecolonials, who are perhaps more ignorant than he isin

such matters, go a step further and hope there will be

war, if only to vary the monotony of the evening news-

paper. I heard more than one gentleman announcehis

supreme satisfaction last week when the news of the

Turko-Grecian War was cabled to us. They actually
looked inclined to rub their hands with glee at the pros-

pect of what one man termed * a regular burst-up among
the nations.’ Anything for a sensation is their motto.
I scarcely think you will find that spirit in Europe, es-

pecially in those countries that in the present genera-
tion have known what war is, or have been taught the

terrible traditions of it. You will not hear them shout-
ing "To arms !’ with the lusty foolishness of our young

colonials, who have an idea that the carnage of Europe
would be a fine panoramic show for these colonies to

enjoy gratis. Foolish young colonials ! do you imagine

you are to be on the tree list in the great European con-

flict ? You as much asanyone should dread it, for it'may

mean disaster to these fair lands, and must mean no end

ofprivation and sorrow to us as well as to all mankind.

Peace to you and your cries !

TURK AND GREEK.

OF course all the public sympathy is with the Greeks,
and everybody from Mr Gladstone downwards

execrates the Turks. As a fact the great majority of

people know very little about either the Turks or the

Greeks. Though quite innocent of any knowledge of

Homer or the ‘ tale of Troy divine,’ the ideas they have

of the men who are now struggling with the armies of
Abdul the Damned are founded mainly on those poetical
conceptions that have leaked through from the cultured
classes—the classes which to some degreeare conversant

with the spirit which ‘ informed the columned Par-

thenon ’ and gave to the world the arts of war

and peace. Now, whatever the ancient Greek may have

been, his descendant is a very different individual.

From all accounts he still retains his prowess in battle
and perhaps did occasion arise, as may be the case any

day now, he could, the present conditions of warfare
permitting it, give us a modern edition of Thermopylae.
But in all other respects he is a degenerate from that

god-like race. Throughout the Levant he is known as a

cunning, treacherous fellowwith a minimum of principle
in his composition. He was that in Lord Byron’s day
when struggling to free himself from the Turkish yoke,
and now when he has breathed the breath of freedom so

many years he is notmuch better. Byron threw himself
into the Greek cause with all the enthusiasm of hispas-

sionate nature. It was hard for him to believe that there
did not slumber deep down in the heart of that pleasure-
loving subject people the indomitable spirit of its an-

cestors. But in the end he had to confess himself
disillusioned. It was about the beginning of the
third campaign against the Greeks that he arrived

at Argostoli. He had raised about ,£12,000, which
he advanced to the Greek Government for the relief
of Missolonghi, and he was prepared to give his life
into the bargain. But he soon found that he had

formed a grossly inaccurate estimate of the insurgents
and their oppressors. A few weeks after his landing in

Greece he wrote :— ‘ I was a fool to come here. Of the

Greeks I can’t say much good hitherto, and I do not like

to speak of them, though they do of one another.’ I

wonder whether the shade of thepoet, revisiting the spot
where ‘ burning Sappho loved and sung,’ would find the
people much altered. I doubt it. As for the Turks,
I don’t say that they are better than the Greeks,
but I am not at all so sure that they are so much worse,

as they arerepresented. I have known intimately people
who have lived among them, and their verdict was cer-

tainly not the popular one. They found the people most

kindly, even to the unbelievers, and my friends. I re-

member, wouldnever join in any wholesale condemnation

of a people they had found so agreeable. However,
there is no uprooting popular prejudice, and I suppose
the present day conception of Greek and Turks will pre-

vail evenifit is not the correct one.

THE HAWKE’S BAY FLOODS.

FAR above the distant sounds of battle which reached

us from the East last week, and claiming our

attention as a mere war cry never could, there came the
wail of the distressed and destitute settlers of Hawke’s

Bay. The catastrophe which has befallen them is of its

kind the greatest in the history of the colony, and it is
most improbable that any calamity of the same character
and magnitude could have taken place in any other
part of New Zealand. For that latter fact we should

feel very thankful when we consider the enormous

damage that is done to property and the loss of life
that is incurred by floods in other countries—America,
for instance. At the same time our comparative im-

munity from such visitations does not lessen onewhit
the sympathy which all must feel for the sufferers by
the recent deluge. That fact should rather quicken the

generosity of those of us who are not among the victims.

The latter, let it be remembered, have in some instances
lost everything, and in nearly every case the loss must

tell very severely on them. Consider what it is to have

your homestead destroyed, your crops ruined, and your

cattle drowned, as is the position with some of the settlers.
To replace these things they are, generally speaking, de-
pendent on what aidthe Government can afford them, and

on the liberality of their fellow colonists. To these they
have appealed, and I sincerely trust that the appeal will

not be in vain. That our help is really needed we

are fully persuaded, and I would suggste that

among the various entertainments that are being got up

for charitable purposes the needs of the people of
Hawke’s,Bay should have some consideration. The

Government have promised and will aid, but in view of

the fact that they may be required to provide embank-

ment works sufficient to protect the inundated districts
from a repetition of the deluge, I think the public might
do somhting to alleviate present sufferings of the desti-

tute people.

OUR POOR SISTERS ACROSS THE SEAS.

SURELY these islands we inhabit may claim to be

for womenkind true Islands of the Blest—from a

political point of view, at any rate. Look upon this pic-
ture of a National Council of Women, whose ‘ rights ’
have been gracefully ceded to them by the chivalric
mankind of New Zealand, haughtily trying to wrest from
this chivalric mankind some of its rights. Then look
far back across the seas upon that picture visible lately
in the British House of Commons, of a throng of anxious-
faced, agitated women filling the lobbies, imploring,
entreating emancipation from the legal status of criminals,
lunatics, and paupers; while, inside the sacred cham-

ber, members amused themselves playing battle-
dore and shuttlecock — metaphorically speaking—-
with the Woman’s Suffrage question. In that assembly
of the nation’s chosen there were found but a few faith-
ful and just men to lift up their voices in defence of the
claims of the sex whom the anxious watchers in the

lobbies represented. Against these faithful and just few

were arrayed a crowd who flouted and jeered and sneered

and absolutely refused to consider the matter, except in

a spirit of shocking levity. As a lady friend remarked,

speaking to me the other day of this farcical debate on

the second reading of the Franchise Extension (to
Women) Bill, ‘ Each of that jibing crew shewed him-
self a man, every inch of him,’ but she certainly
did not mean the phrase to be understood in its
usual complimentary sense. Oh, no, quite the re-

verse. For the man or woman who considers the

proper mental attitude of the masculine towards
the feminine sex to be one of grave reverence, that
debate must have made truly painful reading or hearing.
Why, for all the cant of to-day about the equality, if dis-
similarity, of the sexes it was quite evident that the over-

whelming majority of the House regarded women in
general (whatever their feelings might be towards parti-
cular members of the sex) very much as Nora’s husband
in ‘ A Doll’s House ’ regarded his wife—they were

playthings, children, interesting little creatures with
pretty or amusing ways, that quite repaid observation.
But as to giving the cleverest and most erudite of them
the vote that may belong to the stupidist and most il-
literate of men—why, who could but smile at the

thought of a little child gravely desiring to be allowed to

deliberate in weighty business matters ? Alas, for
the rarity of chivalry in this year of grace ’97.
In the assembly of the elect of the British
Isles (the men’s elect) nothing but applauding roars

of laughter punctuated the speech of that wicked and
witty Mr Labouchere while he jokingly demonstrated to

his fellow members how preposterous was the notion
that women could make a reasonable use of a parlia-
mentary election vote. He used stalearguments against
Female Suffrage and made the stale assertions about
women that men always do make when they want to

prove incontrovertibly to themselves and to others the
superiority of their own sex. But Mr Labouchere’s wit
has a knack of disguising the staleness of such argu-
ments and assertions. His speech was very enjoyable
and profoundly convincing to those whose opinions on

the subject in question were already in perfect accord

with his own, though to those who have not the latter
advantage it would scarcely seem a convincing proof of
women’s illogically emotional nature that a silly girl
canvassing at an election should have asked him if he
‘believed in love.’

Mr Labouchere throughout his funny speech was

always quite courteously disrespectful to the poor, unen-

franchised sex, and did not fail to refer in properly
orthodox fashion to the irresistible charms of the ladies
then in waiting in the lobbies. He was followed by a

heavy military man, whose indignation at the insolence
of women desiring to have the franchise was evidently
too great to let him remember his good company
manners, for he rudely reversed Mr Labouchere’s com-

pliments to the personal attractiveness of the ladies in

question. Ah, had we that boorish military man out
here in our chivalric little colony, I would—yes, Iwould

deliver him without pity into the hands of our National
Council of Women to be legislated for by that august
body as it pleased. But there is one thing in Mr

Labouchere’s speech, besides his courteous jibes at
womankind, which we New Zealanders will find difficult
to forgive him—he distinctly stated that he would not
learn ofus. He said that the British Parliament was the
mother of parliaments, and itwas not going to be taught
to suck eggs by the little New Zealand legislature. This
frame of mind in the British Parliament—if Mr Labou-
chere is its correct exponent-is truly lamentable. Ab,
what a petty, jealous spirit is shown there ! Let the

British Parliament read the Scriptures. There it will

find that wisdom generally proceeds Ironi babes and

I GOUT 1
Readers of this paper should
know that to effectually cure

W Gout the great thing to do is V
■ to eliminate the urates from the |
I system, which are the cause I
I of the malady, and nothing I
I does this so effectually as I
I Bishop’s Citrate of Lithia, I
I which is strongly recommended I
I by the “ Lancet,” and “ British I
1 Medical Journal.” Supplied by I

all Chemists in two sizes.

I CURED. I
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sucklings, and may it not deduce from that truth the in-

contestable fact that the youthful legislature of New

Zealand has much to teach it if the other will but learn.

The New Zealand legislature is notunduly puffed up be-

cause of the wisdom that has been vouchsafed to it, and
therefore it will not grudge other less fortunately gifted
Parliaments benefiting by its example. It might also

remind the haughty British Parliament that young

though itmay be, it is older than the British Parliament

in that one experience which the British Parliament de-

clines to earn for itself—the practical working of

the Woman Franchise. I say advisedly ‘ declines, ’ for

every sensible person knows the true worth of the carry-

ing of that second reading of the Extension of Franchise

to Women Bill—knows that the House of Commons has

not the remotest intention of passing the measure, and

that the Bill has got as far as it will ever get. And, in

conclusion, I indignantly tell the House of Commons
that the New ZealandLegislature could never, never have

been guilty of such an act of refined cruelty as Her

Majesty’s faithful Commons perpetrated in their treat-

ment of that essentially modest littleBill. They treated

the poor thing much in the same way as a cat does a

mouse, and, with derisive kindness, let it pass triumph-

antly the first reading and the second reading because

they are so immovably resolved to ultimately pounce

upon it and crush it out of existence. This

treacherous leniency has led many not overwise people
to cherish false hopes concerning a third reading.
Infinitely preferable to me, therefore, is the conduct

of an open enemy, like that of Sir William Harcourt,

who plainly showed a bull-dog desire tokill the Bill there

and then and have done with it. He also let it be

plainly seen why he wanted to kill the Bill. He was

mortally afraid ot women getting the suffrage, since in

the United Kingdom and Ireland they were more than a

million too many for the men, and ifthey got the suffrage
then—things must certainly happen. Sir William c'early

fears those things, whatever they may be. The lady
friend whom I mentioned before says they are all afraid

— that it is nothing but grim, cold, deadly fear that dic-

tates the action of every opponent of the Women’s

Suffrage where it is in question. She says they think

that when once women have got the power, they—the
women—will act up to the axiom, ‘ Whatever men have

done unto you, do thou unto them,’ and the men see

centuries of tyranny and oppression looming in the
future for them. She adds that this is merely an un-

founded fear on the men’s part, born of their natural in-

capacity to imagine a more christian-like constitu ion of
mind than they have themselves.

MODERN CHILDREN.

A LADY writer has been making some scathing re-

marks on modern children. Not the children of

the so-called working classes, for whom we all pay a

large sum annually that their education in everything
but manners may be perfected ; but the children of the

upper middle class—the aristocracy, in fact, of New Zea-

land. It certainly is a trial to have to endure the visita-

tion—inflicted by loving parents—of these children. One

can well imagine the mental agony—endured with

Spartan and smiling heroism, of the hostess, who, talk-

ing to her lady visitor, sees the two inquisitive and

badly-brought-up children of the guest prowling about

her beautiful drawing-room, fingering valuable photo-

graphs and priceless engravings with unclean hands or

soiled gloves, climbing up the delicate and richly up-

holstered chairs and setees, crumbling the afternoon tea

cake and muffins on the handsome carpet, and carefully

trampling the crumbs intothe pile, or devouring therich

cake intended for their betters. All this and more has

to be borne at the hands of too many of the modern chil-

dren. And the mothers, who should know better, but

don’t, still further exasperate their sufferinghostess by the

remark: —‘Look at dear Harold! see how he loves pic-

tures ; he will surely be a tip-top artist!’ and all the

time dear Harold is dog-earing a lovely etching, or

smearing a dainty photograph. The real truth is the

modern child is a spoiled atom, who is taught to believe

that everything nowadays is his especial property, and

that everybody only lives for him and his amusement.

He is, in fact, an ‘ odious little nuisance,’ to quote the

lady writer’s own words, and as a child is a distinct

failure. He goes to race meetings, attends all sorts of

late evening amusements, smokes cigarettes, and sips
wine at dessert, or even lunch. As he grows older he

does not improve, and unless sent to some pretty strict

boarding school, which knocks a little of the conceit

out of him, becomes a decided failure as a youth and asa

man. Thegirlis asbad. In fact, there arenogirl children

now. They cannot romp or play ; they can only dance

and flirt. They cannot trundle hoops, or enjoy rounders;
they can only cycle and play tennis, and many of them

cannot, alas ! even keep up with these young lady games.

Some of them are crammed with book learning for ex-

amination use only, and cannoteven tell where the latest

war scare is. Some neglect school for the ball-room and

picnic ground, and by the time these modern children

are grown up young ladies they are so utterly blase that

they pretend to groan at the trouble of going to a dance

at all. No wonder the modern girl does not marry.

Who wants a wife of this type ? And, on the other hand,

what girl caresto tie herself for life to the ordinary young
man of the present time ?

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Notice to contributors.—Any letters or 3fSS. received by
the Editor of the New Zealand Graphic will be im-

mediately acknowledged in this column.

‘lnez.’—Oil painting on linen will wash. Water does

not mix with oil, therefore cannot dilute it; but only
use pure soap, no ammonia or soda in the water.

‘ Fear.’— I amso sorry for youraccident with the lamp,
and very glad to be able to tell you what to do next time.
It is a simple remedy, and cannot be too well known.
Sand or flour thrown in a heavy mass on to the burning
oil will extinguish it. Every household should be pre-

pared for an emergency; a box of sand, kept in some

convenient place, is desirable wherever lamps are in

general use.

‘ Moses S.’—Your question is a somewhat difficult one

to answer, but I will do my best. It is perfectly pos-

sible to have a very pleasant friendship between a man

and a woman with no thoughts of love-making at all in

it, but it requires tact and care. It is very seldom that

correspondence such as that in which you are engaged
can be carried on without eventual disadvantage to the

woman. If she becomes engaged to some one else, it

has to be dropped. Similarly, if he becomes engaged,
an estrangement almost certainly follows. If both keep
free from ties, one or the other is likely to read into the

letters more meaning than they are meant to convey.
Some allowance must be made for people who are in-

veterate letter-writers. We have known men and women

who would reel off letters by the half-dozen to all their

acquaintances, male and female ; and everybody per-

fectly understood that these letters, though full of a

cheerful affection, had no special meaning. It is evi-

dent, however, that you have other thoughts than those

of friendship present with you ; and, that being so, it is

advisable to guard against going forward intoa deepening
disappointment. Try to place the correspondence upon

a perfectly understood footing—either absolutely free

from all reference to marriage, or else with marriage as

the avowed end ; otherwise complications and unhappi-
ness are likely to ensue.

‘Mother of Five.’—l can imagine you find it very-

hard with your five daughters to dress them each suit-

ably. I very strongly advise you to adopt the sensible

plan of giving an allowance, and expecting them tokeep
within it. I should begin as soon as they are able to

understand the use of money. Commence at 3d a week,
and encourage them to keep an account cf all they

spend ; also strongly encourage a savings-bank book.

When they are older they want more. In the case of

boys who have been used to this system, when they

begin to earn money they know how to take care of it,

and are used to spending it advisedly. As a rule, when

a boy or girl gets money he or she simply wastes it,

merely because they have not been used to the judicious
handling of it from childhood. This is a most important
matter, and much misery would be spared in families

and with individual youths and maidens if they had only
been properly taught the use and abuse of money. To

return to your case. Encourage the saving of pennies to

buy presents, however small, for each other’s birthdays.
This teaches generosity and loving thought for others.

Let them give a penny now and again to charity, Sun-

day school Fund, etc , and tell them that God expects a

certain part (formerly a tenth) of all that He has given

us—money, time, talents. When your girls are old

enough, say fifteen, give them a dress allowance.

Start them well with a present of some nice calico or

flannelette for underlinen, and teach them to make it

properly ; then help them to lay out their money. This

quarter they will want (say) an evening dress, a pair of

winter boots, a pair of gloves and an umbrella. The

next they will want a warm cape or jacket, a winter hat

and indoor shoes, also a pair of dancing-shoes, etc., etc.

Meantimeit will be a sister’s birthday, and 5s 6d must

go for a present of a pair of gloves, or if times are bad,

and expenses heavy just then, give a bit of lace (good)
or ribbon or a book, as liked. I should have a dress-

maker by the day. You could get one for three shillings

a day and her meals. Of course your (laughter would

help her, so that in two days a good dress could be made
and a blouse arranged, which could lie finished without

the dressmaker. The first quarter’s expenditure for an al-

lowanceof £20per annumwouldbe something like this : —

Dress (all included), £1 10s ; umbrella, 10s ; boots, I2s6d ;
gloves from 2s6d to 3s 6d. This leaves a trifle for col-
lection in church, etc. The second quarter : cape and

dress, /3; hat, 15s ; shoes, ss. This leaves a pound for

whatever is needed, or it could be put by towards a nice
spring dress, or spent on silk and lace for a good even-

ing blouse. Of course with this allowance you must

watch for the semi-annual sales, and save enough out of
the allowance to buy dress material, etc., so that it
will go as far as possible. With care, an umbrella will

last two years for best, then keep it for common and buy
another for smart occasions. Never wear a good dress
in the house when there are no visitors. Always change
your street costume when you come in. Shake and

brush it and your hat, and put carefully by ; they will
last twice as long. I know a lady who (with great care)

dresses well on /15 a year.

A Grandmother.’—l do not care to give you my own

opinion on tight-lacing. I will only say that there are

very few men who do not make nasty remarks on an ob-
viously waspish waist. I will quote for you the words of

a celebrated London doctor on ‘ the eyesight and tight-
lacing:’—‘No girl who cares a brass farthing about her
beauty, complexion, or eyesight, will be foolish enough
to lace up too tightly. I never did, nor never will, make

war upon the corset. If scientifically made—which very-

very few are—it is good for the weakly in back and in

loin. It should support, however, without constricting
the internal organs. The eyesight is very often injured
for life by tight-lacing. But, alas ! I fear I must preach
and preach in vain against a habit that is not only
slowly fatal to health, but sometimes causes asphyxia
and death. Mothers should see to it that their daughters
do not adopt so foolish and dangerous a habit. Indeed,
I do not put it a bit too strongly if I add that tight-lacing
is immodest; like the painted lip or powdered brow, or

too fringey hair, it is a direct invitation to the other sex

to look and admire. On the contrary, if he is a man

worth talking to, he will merely smile.’

‘lsabel.’ — For the division in the room you speak of,
try some reversible cretonne. You can get an extremely
pretty one, the same pattern in colours, at the D.S.C.
Company, Queen-street, Auckland. It is only is 9<l a

yard, andwould answer your purpose beautifully. Whilst

you are there, look at their plushette curtains, and see

if you would not like them for the drawing-room. I

think you would be very well satisfied with whatever

you purchase there.

‘ A Seven Years' Reader.’—ls there any necessity for

either of you to ‘ beg pardon ’ of the other ? Would it

not be possible to begin by showing yourself friendly ?

You could do it by sending a gift or birthday token.

Probably, if either of you waits until the other apolo-
gises, as the beginning of a renewal of your intercourse,
you willnever be friendlyagain. Pardon that is begged
because it is demanded is of no value whatever. Would
it not be better to resume a kindly attitude, and
see if that does not touch her heart and lead her to say,
on her own account, that she is sorry for the estrange-
ment ?

‘ Aqua Pura. ’ —l am rather amused by your questions
about drinking water, and have looked up some authori-

ties on the subject. According to Dr. Le Camus, in the

Journal d'Hygiine, water is the best drink for mind and

body. Water-drinkers are, as a rule, peaceable, taciturn,
and of rather a cold temperament; hence it has been

said that water-drinkers are seldom men of genius. Dr.

Le Camus seems to think the last motion a mistake ; but

he remarks that one may drink too much water, and at

the wrong time. Too much ofitmakes the blood aqueous

and softens the fibres, producing what we call a phleg-
matic temperament, which he thinks is the least suited
for the cultivation of the sciences. Dr. Le Camus advises

phlegmatic persons to drink a sufficient quantity of pure

wine, or wine and water, according to their age, consti-
tution, sex, season, climate, and the nature of the wine.

Coffee and aromatic plants also correct the ill-effects of

water on such temperauients.

‘Noel.’ —Male voices are naturally divided into three

classes—tenor, barytone and bass, differing from each

other both in range and quality. In part music arranged
for mixed voices, when the tenor part is written in the

treble clef it is so written for convenience in notation,
and thus frequently appears to be higher than the

soprano part, although it actually sounds an octave

lower than written. The tenor part in the ordinary ar-

rangements of hymn tunes is written in the bass clef, in-

dicating the notes actually sung. The range of the

average tenor voice is from B flat on the second line of
the bass stafl to Aor A flat above middle C. Some men

can sing naturally a harmonising tenor part in a mixed

quartet, but it is usual for the tenor, as for all the

members of the quartet, to read the notes allotted to his

part.

• Dolly Gay.’—Many thanks. Will do admirably.
Please communicate with meagain.
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NEW WOOLLEN MILL AT MILTON.

I. The Foundation Stone Laid. 2. Mr W. D. Paterson, Architect. 3. The Spectators and Band. 4 The Mayor Mr Donald Reid. 5. Preparing to Lay the Stone
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NEW WOOLLEN MILL AT MILTON.

a few facts about the company and district.

ONE of the most important events which has yet
occurred in the annals of Milton, was the laying
of the foundation stone of the Bruce Woollen

Company’s building, which took place on Tuesday,

March 23rd. The first step in the direction of starting
the venture, which has now reached such a practical
stage, was taken in May last, when a meeting ofresidents

was held in Milton to discuss the practicability of start-

ing a woollen factory in the district. The meeting,
from various causes, was not very well attended, and

very little enthusiasm was exhibited over the matter.

After the meeting, however, the project began to be

talked about a good deal, and before long another meet-

ing was called. The attendance on this occasion was

much larger, about thirty gentlemen being present. A

large quantity of information was supplied to the meet-

ing, from which it appeared that a Company, such as it

was proposed to form, had every prospect of a successful

career. This information was given by Mr James Dal-

ziel, at that time occupying a responsible position in
Messrs Ross and Glendinning’s Roslyn Mill. From the

rough sketch given, those present were very favourably
mpressed with the idea. A strong point in connection

with the proposed company was that Mr Dalziel and four

fellow workers were prepared to substantially back their

statements as to the excellent prospects which the Com-

pany had, by investing £2,000 in the venture, besides

making liberal terms till the factory proved a financial
success. It was soon realised that the proposal must be

a good one, in order to induce men to throw over lucra-

tive positions to embark in a new venture, which must

necessarily have a difficult battle to fight before itgained

a firm hold on the colonial trade. After a deal of discus-

sion by the meeting, a list was drawn up, and 2,225 shares

were promised in the room. A committee was also
formed for the purpose of ascertaining the amountof

support which could be reckoned on in the district. Mr

R. A. Pyke was appointed interim secretary, and con-

tinued to bold the office till the end of September, when

Mr Dalziel took over the duties. The task of ob-

taining shares did not prove a very easy one at

first ; in fact, right up till a few months back,
obstacles were continually being encountered. But by

dint of hard canvassing, all voluntary, the promoters
succeeded in increasing the total shares promised to

about 7,000 within a month, this result being secured

without going outside of the district. It was then

thought that the success met with locally justified a

canvass in Dunedin, where it was believed that a con-

siderable number of shares could be obtained. At first

the opposition shown to the Company by a section of the

business people of Dunedin threatened to blast the whole

venture, and for a time it hung fire, no progress being
made for some weeks. Eventually, however, Messrs

Moore and Henderson, two of the present directors of

the Company, visited Dunedin and made an active

canvas, with such success that new life was once more

infused into the concern. A renewed effort was made in

Miltonand district, and on August 28th a large meeting

was held, when it was reported that 12,000 shares had

been taken up. It was then unanimously decided that

the Company be registered, with a share capital of

/■25.000 nominal. After registration the Company pro-

ceeded quiqtly till 30th December, by which time about

14,000 shares had been promised. On that date the

statutory meeting of shareholders was held, about 200

being present. A great deal of enthusiasm was displayed
throughout the meeting, and about 1,500 shares were

taken up in the room, bringing up the subscribed capital
to over ,£15,000. For the position of directors there

were fourteen candidates, and a ballot resulted in the

election of Messrs W. Moore, James Allen (M H R.), J.

A. Duthie, J. Gray, M. Henderson and J. B. Scanlan,
with Mr J. Dalziel as managing director. By this time

it was felt that the company had passed a critical point.
Up till the date of the meeting the provisional direc-

tors had no real standing, but on the appointment of the

permanent board it was felt that itwould not be long be-

fore there was some practical proof of the Company’s
existence. A large amount of work had to be done by

the directors, but it was finally got through, and orders

for machinery of the latest types, were sent home to

some of the best makers in England, the specifications
for this part of the work being drawn up by Mr Dalziel,
and by him presented to the Company. A splendid sec-

tion, containing three and a half acres of land, was pur-

chased alongside the main south railway line, and close

to the Milton railway station. Having reached this

stage, the plans and specifications for the building were

commenced by Mr D. Paterson, of Dunedin, and tenders

having been called, the contract was finally let toMr Owen

Kelly, of Gore, who was not long in starting work on

the ground. The building, which is a substantial brick

structure, is 192 feet by 102 feet, divided by brick walls

into several departments. It is of the style commonly

known as fireproof, and is constructed on the most ap-

proved lines, provision being made for extending in the

event of the business requiring it in the future. The

engine and boiler room, 48 feet by 48 feet, stands in

front of the main building, while the chimney stack will
be 8i feet high, and the engine 120 i.h.p. Having

got thus far on the way to a successful start, the founda-
tion stone was duly laid, as we stated above, on 23rd
March, Otago’s Anniversary Day. A fine day was ex-

perienced, and there was in consequence a large gather-
ing of people from all parts of the district, as well as a

big contingent of visitors from Dunedin. Among those
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present were the directors of the Company, Messrs J. W.

Thomson (M.H.R. for Clutha), J. H. Morrison (manager
Mosgiel WoollenCompany), James Wilson (Bing, Harris

and Co.), John White (Milburn Lime Company), Hon.

T. Fergus, and all the leading residents of Milton. The

proceedings were opened with a few brief remarks by
the chairman of directors (Mr W. Moore), at the close of

which he handed to Mr Donald Reid (Mayor of Milton)

asilver trowel. The stone having been placed in position,
the Mayor declared it well and truly laid Mr Reid then

delivered avery interesting speech. He dweltonthe work

which had already been done in connection with the in-

auguration of the Company, and dwelt at some length

on the great benefits which the establishment of such

an industry would confer on the town and district. The

progress made by the district during the last few years

was also touched on, the speaker comparing the position
of Milton with that of other towns close at hand. Short

addresses were also made by MessrsJ. H. Morrison, Hon.

T. Fergus, J. Wilson, J. Allen (M.H.R ), andj. W Thom-

son (M H R.). A number of selections were rendered by

the MilionBrass Band, and the whole proceedings closed

with the usualround of votes of thanks. Taken through-
out the ceremony passed off with great rclat, and the day
will long be looked back on as a red letter one in the

history of Tokomairiro, only to be overshadowed when

another ceremony takes place, which will land the Com-

pany still another stage nearer final success—the formal

opening of the mill. Before the party dispersed, several

photographs of the proceedings were taken, which we

embody in this brief history.
The Bruce Woollen Company’s mill is situated, as we

stated above, near the Milton railway station, whiletoadd

tothe convenience ofban Hing the raw material and manu-

factured article, a railway siding has been laid in to the

ground. Milton is a town thirty-six miles south of Dun-

edin, in the centre of the Tokomairiro Plain, and is the

chief town of the county of Bruce. The population at

last census, in 1896, was 1,139. Milton is noted far
and near as one of the cleanest towns in Otago.
The streets are nearly all asphalted, and the

town presents at all times an exceedingly cheery

appearance. A point to be reckoned on in

this connection is the fact that there is not a penny of

debt on the borough, while the Council have a credit

balance at the Bank. These facts speak eloquently for

the business capacity of its chief citizens, and certainly
augur well for the future of any other undettaking in

which they may engage themselves. The district is
chiefly an agricultural one, cereal crops forming the

staple product of the farmers. Others, however, depend
more on sheep and their wool for a livelihood. The
quality of the soil, on the greater portion of the plain,
cannot be said to be superior to that found in many

other districts. Much of it, in fact, was, in its natural

state, almost unfit to grow payable crops. The farmers,

however, were greatly blessed by the presence at Mil-

burn, four miles from Milton, of an enormous deposit of
lime, which is being worked to great advantage by the

Milburn Lime and Cement Company. A careful study
of the soil of the district early demonstrated that lime

was the exact constituent in which the land was de-
ficient, and many of the farmers commenced to lay out

considerable sums of money in supplying the want from
the works at Milburn. For a time comparatively few

availed themselves of‘the chance offered them, but the

success which resulted where it was tried induced others

to follow the example set them by their more enterpris-
ing neighbours. The benefits derived have long ere this

fully justified the outlay. Crops have been greatly
increased all over the district, and many farmers, whose
land at one time would hardly pay for cultivating, now

reap every year heavy crops of wheat and oats.

Apart altogether, however, from the fact that it is the

centre ofa thriving agricultural district, there are other
advantages which Milton possesses, and which render it
eminently suited for a manufacturing town. There is a

plentiful supply of good water, while proximity to the

railway is also an importantconsideration. But another,
and the perhaps chief advantage, is the presence of an

unlimited supply of coal of good quality. The whole of

the hills on the sea coast, to the east of the township,
right on to Kaitangata, sixteen miles distant, are one

vast coal bed. The product of the Kaitangata Com-

pany's mine is well and favourably known all over New

Zealand as a splendid household and steaming coal,
while close to Milton is another large pit, recently
opened up by Messrs Gibson and Lee—the Burnweil pit,

at Lovell’s Flat, eight miles south of Milton. Nearer

home still, right behind the town, is an unlimited

supply of coal, which many people affirm will one day

prove a formidable rival to all the coals in the market.
Coal, however, is not the only mineral found in the dis-

trict in payable quantities. Fully thirty years ago, large
numbers of men were making a good livelihood gold-dig-
ging at Canada Reef, ten miles to the west of Milton, and

from that time on to the present parties have been en-

gagedthere at the same occupation. That there is still
a lot of gold in the neighbourhood may be judged from
the fact that the Government recently sentan engineer to

report on the field, and his opinion was so favourable as

to induce them to give a grant in aid of some heavy
works which were found necessary there. Then at

Glenore, about seven miles south of Milton, there are

two dredgers at work, both of them returning good divi-

dends to the fortunate shareholders, while a third dredge
will shortly be at work. Nor is this part of thedistrict a

new one from a gold-bearing point of view. As far back

as 1862 gold was being won in very large quantities,
there being quite an extensive canvastown on the banks
of the river.

Coming back to Milton and the agricultural com-

munity, the farmers find a ready market for the pro-

ducts of the soil right at their doors, the land adjoining
the Woollen Company’s property being occupied by
M’Gill’s roller flour and oatmeal mill, where is manufac-

tured the well known Gold Dust brand, which has gained
such a high name not only throughout New Zealand, but

also in the neighbouring colonies of Australasia.

Another branch of the farming industry is that of

dairying. Situated in Milton is the Bruce Dairy Factory
which annually turns out a very large quantity of cheese

of first class quality. The factory was at one time run

by a company, but it is now in the hands of Mr James

Gray, who has conducted it for some years on the co-

operative system with great success.

In the town is also situated a pottery, which has been

working for the last twenty years, but with varying

success. Numerous causes have contributed to this re-

sult, but it is pleasing to know that a company has re-

cently been floated for the purpose of taking over the

works. As the company, besides having the benefit of a

large capital, intend to bring out a number of expert
workers from England, there seems no reason why it

should not eventually prove a big success. First class
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clays can be obtained in the neighbourhood, and as

there is a large demand in the colony for ware such as

they can turn out, the new Pottery Company has

every prospect of a prosperous future. Other local

industries which are doing a good business in Milton in-

clude the fellmongery and wool scouring works, carried

on by Mr J. B. Scanlon, who employs a large staff of

hands throughout the year ; and the Britannia Brick and

Pipe Works, owned by Mr G. Jones, whose wares have

gained considerable fame over a wide district. The

financial interests of the district are watched over by the

National Bank and the Bank of New Zealand, both of

which have fine buildings for the transaction of their

business. The spiritual welfare of the community is well

looked after, the Presbyterian, Anglican, Wesleyan and

Roman Catholic communions all holding regular ser-

vices, while the Salvation Army are also pretty strong
in the town.

To return, however, to the Bruce Woollen Company, a

few facts regarding their future operations may not prove

out of place here. The contract for the building is ex-

pected to be finished in about three months. Before that

period is reached nearly the whole of the machinery will

be in Milton, and the work of fitting itup will be atonce

proceeded with. This is expected to occupy about two

months, and after that very little time will elapse before

the manufactured product will be on themarket. The fac-

tory will employ about too hands—men, boys, and girls
—while about I 000 bales of wool willbe used every year

after the work is fairly under way. It is proposed to go

in for the manufacture of worsted serges for ladies’ and

gentlemen’s wear, fingering yarns, hosiery, tweeds,

flannels and blankets. It is worthy of remark that,

although there are seven other woollen companies in

New Zealand, only one of them is at present turning out

w’orsted goods, of which the Bruce Woollen Manufactur-

ing Company intend to make a speciality. As a very

large quantity of this class of goods is imported annually,

it will be recognised that there is a good field open for

the products of the Company. Several orders have

already been secured from wholesale houses, so that the

Bruce worsteds will have an excellent opportunity of ob-

taining a hold on the New Zealand trade.

That the establishment of such an industry as a woollen

factory will confer a great benefit on the Toko-

mairiro district does not admit of any two

opinions. Though a fine agricultural centre, it has

long been felt that what was wanted was some

big industry, which would give employment to

the young people of the place, and which would also

supply the much felt want of a regular circulation of

ready money—of which there is always a scarcity in a

purely agricultural district. Both these troubles will be

remedied by the Bruce Woollen Company. The resi-

dents of Tokomairiro are fully alive to the immense

advantages which will accrue from the presence of such

an industry in their midst. From the commencement

the affair has been mainly a local venture, as will be

seen when it is stated that of the 16,000 shares subscribed

for, 12,000 were taken upin Milton and the surrounding

district. This speaks volumes for the public spirit

of the residents; and the indomitable pluck ex-

hibited by the promoters of the company in bringing
it to such a successful issue, in face of the strong

opposition which was shown to the undertaking in

some quarters, is certainly deserving of an abundant

measure of success. The Company is now fairly started

on what we hope will prove a successful career. It will

lose nothing in the way of sound management. The

directors are all shrewd men of business, who have won

their positions bv the successful manner in which they

managed their private concerns, while the expert heads

of departmentsall bear most exceptional records. New

Zealand is fast becoming an important manufacturing
country, and we feel sure that the Bruce Woollen Com-

pany has the good wishes of every true colonist who de-

sires to see his adopted country flourish, and one day

take its place, as it bids fair to do, among the manufac-

ing countries of the world.

DU MAURIER’S DAUGHTER.

Sylvia du Maurier—one of du Maurier’s loveliest

daughters—apprenticed herself to Mrs Nettleship, a

famous London dressmaker, for a year, and went bravely
through all the drudgery of dressmaking, from the be-

ginning to the finish. She, like Mrs Nettleship, had

the taste of an artist, but she lacked the practical tech-

nique of dressmaking.

Now, as she has married a brilliant, but struggling
young barrister, she designs and makes all her own cos-

tumes, and is as well dressed as—and, what is of much

more importance, differently dressed from—any woman

in London.
It was said that after Mr du Maurier’s sight failed him,

Sylvia helped in many of his drawings, and it was her

face that one saw constantly repeated for the duchess in

• Peter Ibbetson.’ Mrs Nettleship says of her, that from

the onset her taste was faultless, and that she was so apt
it was no trouble to teach her anything.

FIND THE POLE!

There ars some very serious and difficult problems
confronting scientists and Arctic explorers in their de-
termination of the exact position of the North Pole.

Many of our eminent scientific men are of the opinion
that, even if Arctic explorers should be successful in
reaching this spot, so long sought ~nd dearly paid for in

the lives of courageous and illustrious men, they would

not really know when this Mecca of refrigerated crusades

had been reached.

The North Pole is one of two points on our little globe
—the South Pole being the other—where there is no

time, that is, no actual time as measured by the rotation
of the earth every twenty-four hours, and, again, there

is no space, in the sense of geographical relation of

latitude and longtitude, for there it is all longtitudes at

the same instant.

If a man were dropped upon the North Pole (it is un-

necessary to explain the Jules Verne method of accom-

plishing this) would he be able to locate his precise geo-

graphical position ?

Let us assume, for humane reasons, that he is a scien-
tific gentleman, thoroughly familiar with the physical
characteristics of the earth, with a knowledge of applied
astronomy, and that he is fairly well equipped with in-

struments for geodetic and astronomical observations,
and then let us watch what he will do to find out where
he is.

If it were summer time he would find the sun con-

stantly above the horizon, and, in the dazzling and

blinding glare of continuous daylight in this region,
deeply blanketed with snow and ice, he would never see

a star and thus from necessity must depend solely for his
calculations of geographic position upon the sun. From

the fact that the earth's axis of rotation is not atright
angles to its direction from the sun, but inclines 23'/*
degrees out of this position, and also that it circles

around the sun in this fixed position, it will be seen that

in summer the North Pole points toward the sun, and
consequently it is always daylight, and that in winter
this axial extremity is turnedaway from the sun, causing
continuous night.

We have placed the scientist in this precarious position
during the summer months largely for the sake of his

health, and that he may thaw out in the slanting rays of

the polar sunbeams, but, thrusting hygienic proprieties
aside and assuming that he can withstand the rigours of

the terrible winter night and yet make outdoor observa-

tions. the question may be asked, can he definitely state
that he is on the pole ?

It is said by those who know that he can, provided he

has solid earth under his feet or an immovable mass of

ice from which to make his observations, and sufficient

time in which to verify them. In this long winter’s

night the twinkling eyes of heaven—the stars—shine out

clear and brilliant, and almost directly above his head
scintillates the baby polar star—the guardian angel of

direction since the dawn of man. If this tiny point of

light describe a true circle, very small though it be in

angular measurement, directly over his instrument,
then, poor fellow, he may rest happy in the thought that

he overlooks the world and has his seat upon the

northernmost point, geographically, of our planetary
oblate spheroid.

He may from this vantage point seek out other stars

nearer the horizon, and verify his position with the aid

of his chronometer. The instant he moves away from

the pole trouble begins, and all attempt to locate him-

self by any other stellar body than the polar star is

practically futile, for all other positions depend upon
longitude for their determination, and longitude is a very
vexed affair in close proximity to the pole, where de-

grees are only a mile or so in length. His only hope
lies in the fixity of the polar star and in the accuracy
with which he reads its angular position in the heavens,
and then he has but one the factor of latitude.

It isextremely doubtful whether even the best instru-

mentally equipped explorers could maintain that they
were always cognisant of their longitudinal position,
though it is hardly likely, unless their instruments were

sorely defective, that the latitudes have not been cor-

rectly given. One of the chief sources of annoyance and
trouble has been the delicately adjusted chronometers,
presumably keeping synchronous time with the stan-
dardised timepieces of Greenwich and Washington, in

temperate zones. Besides the constant care and atten-
tion and regular winding of these delicate devices there

is an even more serious bugbear, the excessive frigidity
of high latitudes ; a chronometer may not be subjected
to such extreme cold without a disastrous change in its

rating, if not a complete stoppage of the works by con-

gealed particles of oil, and consequently they are carried
next the person to secure the desired warmth, and only
examined where the surrounding temperature has been

artificially raised.
It is also quite impracticable to successfully work the

finest types of theodolites, for the mere approach of the

warm human body covers the telescopic glasses with

condensed vapour, which greatly hinders correct read-

ing. In point of fact, all of the sensitive, delicate instru-
ments of precision are detrimentally modified by the
terrific cold of the frigid zone. Thus, when investiga-
tors in these regions have the greatest need of perfect
mechanical apparatus, far more than in countries to the

southward, to unravel geographic puzzles, they are the

most handicapped.
Two other ways have been suggested, unique in them-

selves, for determining the location of the North Pole.

One is to set up rigidly a tripod from whose apex
swings a heavy pendulum It is known that the direc-

tion of oscillation tends to persist, or that, once set mov-

ing in a definite vertical plane.it will constantly cut that

plane and no other. This being true, and assuming that

the apex of the tripod is directly over the axis of the

earth, its legs will describe a complete circle every
twenty-four hours, but the pendulum will swing on in
the even tenor of its way in the samedirection originally
given ; at no other place on the earth’s surface, except
at the South Pole, will this be true.

If the circle made by the tripod legs were to Ire divided

into twenty-four equal intervals, assigning to each one

some hour of the day, and the pendulum were just long

enough to beat seconds, one would have the most mag-
nificent clock in the world. The pendulum would be
its own second, minute, and hour hand, and the grand
old earth the driving mechanism for the rotating dial,
and, by the way, if the miserable chronometer should
run down, it could be accurately re-rated from this mar-

vellous timepiece.
The second method is to carry a spring balance, and

as the earth is some twenty-six miles shorter in its polar
than in its equatorial radius, a given mass of matter will

weigh more there or at the South Pole than on any other

portion of the earth’s surface. This is one of the curious
laws of gravitation, that the greater altitude you attain
theless a given mass weighs, and, inversely, the nearer

sea level or below the earth's crust for a certain distance,
the greater willbe its apparent weight.

PROFITABLE BLUNDERS.

A certain doctor in London owes his first introduction
to business to a very fortunate mistake. He was in a

caji' in Paris, when one of the waiters coming to him,
requested him to follow him, and conducted him to a

group of young fellows who seemed to be settling some

very important matter. He was hailed as ‘ the doctor,’
and was requested to immediately attend the party to a

spot outside the town to render his services at an affair
of honour. It came off, one of the parties receiving the

‘satisfaction of a gentleman ’ in the shape of a not very
severe wound in the thigh. The young fellowwas a man

of rank, and, being taken with Dr. G., subsequently gave
him letters of introduction to families in England, the
outcome of whichwas that the doctor found himself with
influential patrons It turned out that the waiter had

mistaken him for a doctor living in the neighbourhood.
A traveller in the East says:—Some years ago being

at an outpost in China, and wishing to put some money
in the bank as a fixed deposit, I sent 3,000 ounces of
silver to a bank in Shanghai, asking them to buy gold
and send it home to England for me. They made a mis-
take and invested it in a silver deposit. I wrote back at
once pointing out their mistake, and asked that the
terms of my former letter should be carried out. Silver
has a very variable value, and during the time the letter
had been going backwards and forwards each ounce had
risen fourpence in value. This proved a very lucky mis-
take for me, for it put 3,000 fourpences in my pocket.

A Norfolk gentleman tells the following story :—I had

been assured that the shares in a certain South American

silver mining company afforded an excellent investment,
and one night I wrote from Norwich to the office of the

company, enclosing a cheque for the purchase of one

hundred shares at the then price of /3 a share. I heard

nothing from them for two days. On the second day I
read that the undertaking had failed. The very next

day I received my letter back again through the Dead
Letter Office. It had been misdirected— I had put
Liverpool instead of London.

A retired mariner says:—ln June, IBS9, I signed
articles as fireman to go a three months’ voyage up the
Mediterranean in the s.s. ‘Rome.’ The night before she
sailed I was arrested in mistake, charged with commit-

ting a robbery at Aintree, and the magistrates remanded

me for inquiries. A day later the man who had com-

mitted the robbery, and to whom I bore a strange like-

ness, was caught and I was at once set at liberty, the

police acknowledging their mistake. In the meantime
my ship had proceeded on her voyage. While home-

ward bound she founderedin agale, all onboard being lost
A broker tells the following story :—I was acting as

commission agent for a big coffee broker in South

America, and we anticipated that the paper dollarwould

depreciate considerably in value owing to an impending
revolution. In order to buy at the current rate of ex-

change, now was the very moment to act. I therefore
immediately called a big order, one of the largest on

record. Our code signal was the letter G and some

figures, which letter I printed on the form. This was

mistaken for the letter C, and curiously enough, one

of the figures, a5, was mistaken for the figure 3. I had

written the message in a great hurry, fearing the

Government might at any moment stop all communica-

tion. The result was the message was very different
from what I intended, and the order now read for a class
of produce which subsequently became quite a scarcity
in the market. We made a very good thing of it—in-

deed, it put a few thousand pounds in our pockets.

CLIMATE AND MOVEMENT.

‘ The most important physical factor in determining
lines of movement,’ says a well-known man of science,
‘ has been climate. Speaking broadly, migration fol-

lows the parallels of latitude, or, more precisely, the

lines of equal mean temperature, and not so much, I

think, of mean annual heat as of mean winter heat. Al-

though the inhabitants of cold climates often evince a

desire to move into warmer ones, they seem never to

transfer themselves directly to one differing greatly from

that to which they are accustomed ; while no people of
the tropics has ever, so far as I know, settled in any part
of the temperate zone.

• There is one instance of a North European race

establishing itself on the southern shores of the Medi-
terranean—the Vandals in North Africa, and the Bul-

garians came to the banks of the Danube from the still

sterner winters of the middle Volga. But in the few-

cases of northward movement, as in that of the Lapps,
the cause lies in the irresistible pressure of stronger
neighbours; and probably a sim.lar pressure drove the

Fuegians into their inhospitable isles.

' The tendency to retain similar climatic conditions is

illustrated by the colonisation of North America. The

Spaniards and Portuguese took the tropical and sub

tropical regions, neglecting the cooler parts. The
French and the English settled in the temperate zone,

and it was not tillthis century that the country toward

the Gulf of Mexico began to be occupied by incomers

from the Carolinas and Northern Georgia. When the

Scandinavian immigration began it flowed to the North-

west. and has filled the States of Wisconsin, Minnesota

and the Dakotas.’
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AUCKLAND SOCIETY OF ARTS.

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION.

NOTES AND COMMENTS THEREON.

FORTUNA
vitria est, turn cum uplendet frangitur—-

• Fortune is like glass, even at the moment she

shines she is shattered.’ The bitter sigh of the

Latin pessimist must find ready echo in the hearts of the

hanging committee of the Auckland Society of Arts when

they reflect on the exasperating mischance which de-

creed that the finest collection of pictures forwarded

from the South for years should have arrived too late to

be placed in the position its merits demanded. It is

long—longer perhaps than some of us care to look back

since Southern artists favoured the Auckland Exhibi-

tion with so many fine works ofart, and it is a thousand

pities that these should unavoidably have been hung
where they are seen under grave disadvantages of light

and surroundings. Had there been time to re-hang the

whole exhibition before the opening conversazione, this

course would have been adopted, but this being impos-
sible, the only alternative was to place the Southern

pictures in the annexe, and to make the best apology
possible for the seeming discourtesy. And, perhaps the

attention which was specially directed to them by the

very circumstance of their misfortune, may, in some sort

compensate the painters of the belated exhibits for their

unfortune exclusion from the main 'hall. Public sym-

pathy and public interest were aroused from the moment

the President (Mr Payton) made allusion to the matter in

his inaugural address, and it is not impossible that these

pictures have been even more carefully examined, and

consequently warmly admired, than would have been

the case had everything worked smoothly.
The most remarkable characteristic of Southern work

as a whole is the large proportion of energy bestowed on

portrait-painting, and the somewhat unusual measure of

success which has attended the majority of the efforts in

this direction. The instant one turns the corner into the

room, the eye is caught by four portraits, for each of

which there is much to be said in praise, and which

seem to promise evenbetter things in the future. Por-

traits are not the most interesting pictures to look at,
but they are the results of valuable effort, and should

not be too hastily passed by. At the same time there is

little that can be said or written on the subject, unless,
indeed, one were to quote Ruskin’s remarks on truth in

portraiture.
The portrait of Mr G. Henderson, by Miss M. E.

Richardson, and the same lady’s portrait of the Hon. E.

Richardson, are both the work of an artist whose talents
in the direction of portrait-painting only need develop-
ment to enable her to reach a high level in this branch
of the profession of painting. The lighting in the por-
trait of Mr G. Henderson is somewhat crude and ar-

bitrary, but the pose of the figure is easy, and the draw-

ing very commendable.

J. M. Nairn’s portrait of Mr. Luckie seems to mea very

capable piece of work. The pose is natural and un-

strained, and the drawing is excellent. In colour the
artist has inclined somewhat to the Spanish school, the
flesh tints being somewhat dark, and the whole tone

of the colouring being sombre and severe. Far from
this being a fault, I consider it a virtue. The * beef and
beer’ type of portrait seems to me detestable.

Miss Mabel Hill has two large portraits in water-colour,
both of which are in their degree clever paintings. That
of Mr David McNicol is an ambitious piece of work, but
themedium seemsscarcely so suitable to the subject as oils
would have been. In ‘A Lady in White’ the same re-

mark does not apply. The delicate flesh tints of the

young girl represented, and the soft drapery of the dress

are very beautifully reproduced, and the portrait is in

every way a success, making a very pretty and decora-

tive picture.
Mr George E. Butler has two really excellent sea

pictures, of which the best is perhaps ‘ A Bold Southerly,’
where a green sea dashes shore wards under a cold, grey-
ish sky. The rush and ceaseless motion of the wind-
ridden wavesis most spiritedly rendered, and in the pure

cold green of the sea Mr Butler displays himself acolourist
of no mean order. *At Wellington Heads,’ by the same

artist, is almost equally successful, but surely the bright
blue sea was painted on a day when there was a less

opaque mass of stormy grey cloud overhead !
One of the very best things in the exhibition is the

little study of a head (No. 113), ‘ Brown Eyes,’ by F.

M. Hodgkins. If this little head was painted from life,

A SUMMER MORNING.

By W A. Bollard. The Auckland Society of Arts Exhibition.

A GLIMPSE OF PARADISE.

By C. Blomfield. The Auckland Society of Arts Exhibition.
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the artist is to be congratulated on an exceedingly

clever and original piece of work, and one which holds

promise of almost anything in the future. The little
face, so full of life and mischief, is most admirably
treated ; the eyes are full of latent deviltryof all sorts,

and the whole sketch—for it is little more—is so full of

latent force and possibilities that one can come back to

it again and again with fresh delight. In fine, there are

few pictures in the exhibition which seem to me more

deserving of praise and purchase. The artist shows a

second little head, but save that her (or his) name is op-
posite to it in the catalogue, it would not be recognised
as from the same clever hand. It is careless, and by no

means successful.-

* The Gloom of an Alpine Gorge ’ is a fine and very

effective water colour by W. M. Hodgkins, ofDunedin.

The boldness of the painting is well suited to the rugged

splendour of the Alpine scenery, and the effect of the

vast massesof bare rock standing through the snows of

the Alpine monarchs is distinctly fine. Another picture,
‘ A Southland Sunset,’ by the same artist, is fine in

colour, but does not attract so much as the Alpine gorge.

WATER COLOURS.

Mr Barraud’s ‘ Farm Lands at Kaikoura ’ gives a good

idea of the broad meadow lands of that district, with
the ‘ everlasting hills ’ in the background.

MrBall’s * Bird-nesting ’ isa nice little water colour,
but has been hung rather high. His *Kaimatura Gorge ’
is a great improvement on previous work, and gives
hopes that this artist will develop into a water colour

painter of a high order. The subject is well chosen and

agreeably treated. The painting is careful, and the

colouring far better than usual with Mr Ball, whose fault
is still a tendency to crudeness in this direction.

Mr Wright has several very beautiful water-colours,
* Clearing after Rain,’ where some vapoury clouds drift

over foliage-clad hills, and ‘ Winter ’ being my especial
favourites. The latter is a delightful little bit of colour,
and seems to me the most desirable water colour ex-

hibited.

MrPayton’s ‘ Idlers’ is, of course, conscientious, but

is not equal in beauty to former works by the artist in

this medium.

Mr Perrett’s pastels are softand delicate, and there are

many little pictures by other artists to which compli-

mentary reference might be made did space permit.
• Moonlight on Auckland Harbour,’ by R. Reid, de-

serves a word of encouragement. Miss Joel has three

paintings ‘ Our Father which art in Heaven ’is the

most ambitious of these. It is possessed of merit, but
the attitude and expression are inclined to be affected

rather than devotional.

The exhibits of wood-carving were few in number, but

worthy ofattention.

TO ABOLISH FOOT-BINDING.

A remarkable movement in China, which promises to

have widespread results, is the anti-foot binding agita-
tation, recently started by a prominent member of the
Chinese literati in Suifu, a great city of Szechuan. The
leader of this movement is Chon, a literary graduate and
a scholar of means and influence. His home is a leading
city in the richest province of China. While district ex-

aminations were being held there recently every one was

amazed at the appearance of large posters on all the

dead walls containing anappeal toall educated Chinese
to abandon the torture of their young daughters by foot-
binding. The proclamation was signed by Chon and a

half-dozen other prominent graduates and officials.
The proclamation was written in the regulation

Chinese manner. He describes the tortures which

young Chinese girls of the better class are forced to en-

dure, and the misery and tears that are their portion for
months and years. Even the worst convicts, he says,

are never called upon to endure what a foolish custom

imposes upon the tender frame of young girls, who are

beloved by their fathers. He calls attention to the help-
lessness of such crippled women, and to their terrible
fate when husbands and fathers are unable to defend or

remove them from peril. He closes bv exhorting all
educated Chinese to use their influence in abolishing a

custom that is barbarous and opposed to the welfare of

the nation. What makes the appeal more significant is
that Chon appeals to all classes, for in the western part
of Szechuan and in the neighbouring provinces the
binding of the feet of female children is universal.
Even the women who work in the fields have crippled
feet and are forced to follow the harvesters on their

hands and knees. In fact, the average length of the

female foot in all the western part of this province is
only three inches, yet no woman can expect to get a

husband who does not comply with the custom, and

have her feet deformed. It will be a striking tribute to

the effect of missionary work in China should this abo-

lition of foot binding spread throughout the empire.

For the excellent snapshots of the unveiling of
the Ballance memorial, which appeared in our

issue of last week, we are indebted to Mr William C.
Chatfield, of‘Hurston,’ Island Bay, Wellington. From

time to time Mr Chatfield has courteously sent us copies
of his excellent photos, and the reproductions have
never failed to give great satisfaction toour readers.

In The

Smoke Room
AT a debate on smoking among the members of the

British Association many speakers denounced
and others advocated the practice. Professor

Huxley said : * For forty years of my life tobacco has

been a deadly poison to me. (Loud cheers from the anti-

tobacconists.) In my youth, as a medical student, I

tried to smoke. In vain. At every fresh attempt my

insidious foe stretched me prostrate on the floor. (Re-

peated cheers.) I entered the navy ; again I tried to

smoke and again met with defeat. I hated tabacco. I

could almost have lent my support to any institution
that had for its object the putting of tobacco smokers to

death. (Vociferous applause.) Afew years ago I was in

Brittany with some friends. We went to an inn. They
began to smoke. They looked very happy, and outside it
was very wet and dismal. I thoughtI would try a cigar.
(Murmurs.) I did so. (Great expectations.) I smoked
that cigar—it was delicious. (Groans.) From that
that moment I was a changed man, and I now feel that
smoking in moderation is a comfortable and laudable
practice and is productive of good. (Dismay and con-

fusion of the anti-tobacconists. Roars of laughter from
the smokers.) There is no more barm in a pipe than
there is in a cup of tea. You may poison yourself by
drinking too much green tea and kill yourself by eating
too many beefsteaks. For my own part Iconsider that
tobacco, in moderation is a sweetener and equalizer of
the temper.’ (Total rout of the anti-tobacconists and
complete triumph of the smokers.)

Recent experiments have disclosed the fact that olive-

green is the best colour for war vessels, all purposes con-

sidered. White is most readily distinguished of any of
the colours by a search-light at night. In the daytime,
however, a drab-painted ship is with difficulty seen on

the horizon. It harmonises most naturally with the sky,
while the olive-green harmonises with the water.

Olive-green is as invisible as grey in the daytime, and
much more so at night. This colour was first employed
by the loyal ships of the Brazilian Navy in 1894. and it

is understood to be the colour which ourown Navy would

adopt in time ofwar.

The average rapidity of the pulse of an adult male is
about 70 beats per minute. These beats are more fre-
quent in children and women. However, itwould not

necessarily be an abnormal sign to find in some particu-
cular individuals the habitual movement of the heart to

be from 60 to 75 or from 75 to 80 per minute. As a rule

the heart’s action is slower and more powerful in strong,
muscular organizations and more rapid and feebler in

those of slighter form. Presuming that the blood was

thrown out of the heart at each pulsation in the propor-

tion of 69 strokes per minute and at the assumed force
of 9 feet, the mileage of the blood through the body
might be taken at 207 yards per minute, 7 miles per
hour, 168 miles per day, 61,320 miles per year or

5,150,880 miles in a lifetime of 84 years. The number of

beats of the heart in the same long life would reach the

grand total of 2,869,776.000.

The English language of to-day is quite different in

many respects from the English spoken only 100 years

ago. On the other hand, the Dutch spoken by the

Boers of South Africa does not differ greatly from the

same language spoken 200 years ago, the Boers during
that time having had very little intercourse with the

mother country, and so their language remains almost

fixed.

French scientists and explorers have been discussing
the question of the reforestation of the Sahara, and some

of them entertain very hopeful views. M. Largeau
thinks that the whole atmospheric conditions of the

desert can be changed, and universal cultivation made

possible, others not so sanguine, despair of the more arid

plateaus but state confidently that in the depressed por-

tions trees, such as the tamarisk, acacia, eucalyptus and

poplar can be grown with success. The poplar proves

to be the tree of all others most capable of resisting the

influence of the desert. Under the shelter of the trees

all kinds of vegetables and fruits can be grown.

Alfred F. Calvert, one of London’s West Australian

millionaires, was reputed to be worth £500,000 in carh

a year ago. At that time a British and French syndicate
offered him £1,000,000 for his gold mine holdings. The
offer was refused, and a course of reckless extravagance
was entered upon. Lately Mr Calvert has sold for

£yo,ooo the properties that he refused £1 ,000,000 for a

year ago.

Men and Women.

IT
is an old theory that a man and bis wife grow like
each other after a number of years, and that when
they are in perfect sympathy and in close accord

their mental likeness is transferred to the lines of their
faces. Seldom has a more extraordinary case come to

notice than in the faces of President McKinley and his

invalid wife. Often in other cases the resemblance is

of that fleeting, intangible sort which belongs to the soul

rather than to actual flesh, but in Mrs McKinley’s case

the cold and calculating camera can catch the wonderful

similarity. But, after all, this phenomenon is not inex-

plicable. It is easily accounted for when one knows the
life of complete sympathy and understanding which the
two have led. Since their marriage in 1871 they have

scarcely ever been separated. Never once, when private
or political business has compelled him to leave her, has

he neglected to send her three telegrams a day—one at

early morning, another at the dinner hour, and another

to say good-night—so that her first and last thoughts of

the day should be the knowledge that, in the busy scenes

of life, he did not forget her. Little wonder that their
lives being cast in the same mould their features should
partake of the same character.

An undertaking that should commend itself favourably
to the notice of ladies has recently been started in
London. The founders of the Maison Desiree have for
their main object the provision of regular employment
during the slack season for well conducted and steady
workgirls, the irregularity of whose engagements at the

West-end dressmaking establishments expose them to

the risks and hardships of many weeks of enforced idle-
ness in the course of each year. The first branch of the

undertaking has been opened at 35, Church-street, Ken-

sington, and others will speedily be opened atHarlesden,
in North London, and in Edinburgh. In Kensington
alone over forty girls are kept steadily at work, the result
being a rapidly accumulating stock, which is being
offered to purchasers at extraordinarily low prices.
Well-cut costumes, for morning and afternoon wear, and
gowns for evening wear, of the best material and in the
latest styles, are being sold at standard prices ranging
from one and a-half to three guineas, which prices, con-

sidering the workmanship and the material used, are un-

usually low.

The Emperor and Empress of Germany have decided
to give a costume ball to commemorate the 100th anni-

versary of the birth of the late Emperor William I. All

the dresses and uniforms are to be exact representations
of those worn at the Prussian court in the year 1797.
The Emperor will appear ashis great grandfather, King
Frederick William 111., while the Empress will be

dressed like the famous Queen Louise. The oldEmperor
Williamalways declared that the present Empress was

extremely like his mother, Queen Louise, and Her

Majesty has been painted and photographed in imitation
of the paintings of that Queen.

Miss Winnifred Emery (Mrs Cyril Maude) tells an in-

terviewer that, notwithstanding the eight performances

a week at present, and all the busy details of her theatri-
cal life, she does all her own housekeeping, managing
the maids and all her social affairs just the same asif she
had no great art to fill her thoughts and encroach upon

her time.

An eye specialist says it is within the experience of

every ophthalmologist that the wearing of veils is pro-
ductive of weak eyesight, headaches, and sometimes
vertigo and nausea. Not only are these effects produced
by the eye-strain consequent upon the increased efforts

made by oneor both eyes to see through or around an

obstruction, but the irregular figuring on the veil itself

is in some instances an annoyance to the wearer.

A Berlin newspaper says that six queens use tobacco.

The list embraces the Empress of Austria, whose prac-

tice of smoking thirty cigarettes a day has become a

standing newspaper paragraph ; the Dowager Empress

of Russia, Carmen Sylva, the Roumanian Queen, the

Queen Regent of Spain, Queen Amelie of Portugal, and

Queen Margherita of Italy.
The theatrical craze has broken out again very severely

in England. Everywhere one goes private theatricals

are the order of the day. Good hopes may be enter-

tained, too, that this revival of an old craze may not be

as fleeting as some fashionable fancies have been of

recent years, for the reason that those who have entered

into it have apparently done so con amort, and not by
any means for the mere sake of notoriety. What is

more, it is a curious fact that amateur actors and act

resses appear to be specially talented nowadays, so that

private theatricals are robbed of many of their former

terrors. Whether or not this sudden revelation of his-

trionic talent in high places will lead to further recruit-

ing for the stage proper among younger sons and pretty

daughters of distinguished families remains to be seen.
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MINING NEWS.

SHAREMARKET.

BUSINESS
has been practically at a standstill on

the Exchange during the past week, because St.

George’s Day followed soclosely upon the Easter

holidays that there were only two days when the offices

were open, and nearly half the brokers remained away

until the following Monday. Under such circumstances

it is almost needless to add that transactions were not

numerous, and prices showed little alteration. Waihi

Extended shares still have steady inquiry, owing to re-

cent developments in the Waihi mine pointing to the
lode going in that direction. Hanraki North shares

have met with better demand, as the water is

now pumped out of the mine, and driving
resumed upon the reef, which produced the

specimens just before the accident occurred to the

engines. Talisman shares are offered at lower rates than

those ruling a fortnight ago. Bunker’s Hill shares sold

as low as 2s 6d, and Victorias at 2s jd. There are, how-

ever, steady buyers of the latter shares at this figure, so

that an improvement in value may be looked for as soon

as the weak holders have been cleared out. Great

Barrier and lona shares have well maintained their price,
but transactions in these shares are not frequent. Now

that the Easter vacation is over it is to be hoped that a

steady improvement will set in on the Exchange, though
the unsettled state of political affairs in Europe at the

present juncture has undoubtedly some influence on the

local market.

KAURI GOLD ESTATES COMPANY.

Since this English Company resolved to open up their

large block of ground at Whangapoua, a systematic plan
of procedure has been adopted to mine on an extensive

scale. At Opitonui, which may be termed the centre of

operations just now, large lodes of ore have been located

carrying gold. At present no less than 150 men are em-

ployed by the Company in prospecting and carryingout

the other works, and this number, it is considered, will

be doubled in three months* time. The wage sheet

alone now is 500 per month, which gives some idea
as to the magnitude of the operations. A new township
site has been decided upon to provide homes for the
miners and workmen, and this is now being surveyed.
The Company have expended a sum of /’ijo on the main

road in order to provide for the carriage of machinery,
while it is intended to connect and open up the different

points of the property by a network of tramways. With

a view to the immediate undertaking of sinking opera-

tions, winding and pumping machinery have been im-

ported, and is now being discharged from scows at the

Whangapoua Harbour. A bead office and officers’

quarters providing accommodation for visitors is also

under construction.

KAPANGA.

The directors of this old English Company are evi-

dently determined to thoroughly test the value of the

lower levels at Coromandel. Already the shaft is down

1,000 feet, and the results have been most encouraging,
as gold-bearing reefs were picked up, thus proving the
value of the mine at that depth, the lowest yet reached
at Coromanded by any company. The directors now

propose to bore still further down in order to test the

valne of the deeper levels. A six-inch bore is to be nsed

as long as possible, the drill being worked by compressed
air. This is the largest bore yet worked in the colony,
The developments will be watched with interest by all

who have invested in Coromandel properties.

HIT OR MISS.

Messrs Bewicke, Moreing, and Co. have arranged for

an extension of the option held by them for the floatation
of this property. During the option that has just ex-

pired, this firm conducted considerable development
works on the property, and these will be continued

during the ensuing six months. The terms remain as

before. The Hit or Miss mine is situated at Puriri,
Thames, and adjoins the Dover Castle, which is also

well spoken of.

SCANDINAVIAN.

The floatation of this Tararu property on the Home

market is now practically assured During this week

Mr J. T. Julian, one of the directors of the Company, re-

ceived a cable advising that the balance of purchase
money (.41,000) had been paid in London to the Com-

pany’s attorney, who expects to have the transaction
completed and new shares issued this week.

IMPERIAL.

This mine is well situated at Karangahake alongside
the Woodstock Company’s mine, and recent reports are

of a most encouraging nature. The reef in the south

drive is a compact body of quartz, about 4 feet in thick
ness. At No. 4 level the reef shows a thickness of2 feet,

and duringthe week colours of gold were seen. Samples
from the reef in the south drive when assayed yielded at

the rate of £7 6s and £6 18s6d, respectively.
RISING SUN.

This Owharoa mine would seem to be one of the best

speculations at the present time when prices are so low,

owing to the depressed state of the mining market. The

mine is being steadily developed, and all results so far

point to this property ultimately proving one of the best

in Ohinemuri. Four parallel reefs have already been

cut in the cross drive near the surface, one being abont

three feet wide, anotheronefoot, a third six inches, and

a fourth about four inches. Adrive lower down the hill

has also cut these lodes, tbns proving their existence

downwards. From the large lode some fine-looking
gold-bearing stone has been obtained. The hangingwall
lode (about onefoot wide) has been sunk upon 37 feet,

and appears of splendid quality, the stone being
streaked with sulphides. This is one of the few small

properties about Owharoa working on a genuine gold-

bearing lode.

MINING NOTES.

Waihi Consolidated. —Colonel A. Le Messnrier,
C.1.E., R.E., arrived from London this week. He is
director of the Waihi Consolidated mines, and also of

the Royal Standard gold mines.

Four-in-Hand (Waikoromiko).—The hanging wall of

the leader was intersected during the week. Gold was

visible in the stone.

Dover Castle (Thames). —Six quartz bodies have been
discovered on this property varying from one to three
feet in thickness, and all show prospects of gold.

Adelaide (Thames). —From the stopes north of the

crosscut a fair supply of crushing dirt iscoming to hand.
The reef is from 12 to 18 inches in thickness.

Darwin (Thames). —When breaking down thereef in

this mine strong blotches of gold were seen freely dis-
tributed through the ore.

Juno (Kuaotunu).—When breaking down the leader
in the stopes this week a few pounds of picked stone

were obtained.

Grace Darling (Waitekanri). —In the Portsea section

there is a large body of stone, from which good dish
prospects of loose gold are obtained.

Hauraki North (Coromandel). -The water has been
pumped down to the flat sheet inNo. 2 level, and driving
commenced.

Hauraki South. —Good headway continues to be made
with excavation on site of the proposed shaft.

Maritana (Owharoa). —The drive is through the large
reef, which proves to be 60 feet wide, and is intermixed
with sandstone and other conglomerate. Gold is distri-
buted through the sandstone as well as the quartz, and

some of the prospects are very good.
Mclsaacs (Thames). —In the Young Australia tunnel

the reef, which has hitherto been split into two ribs, has

formed into a solid body of ore. heavily charged with

bright mineral, in which strong dabs of gold can be seen.

West Derby (Kennedy Bay).—ln the main lower
level the reef is about three feet in width, and gold is

got by pounding. In the crosscut the leader is about

four inches in width, and shows gold frequently.
Wheal Bassett.—The reet is one foot in width, and a

fair prospect of gold can be got from the quartz.
Golden Caledonia.—A very good run of gold has been

found while trenching on this property. Gold is ob-

tained in almost every dish.

Norman Proprietary (Waitekanri).—The lode is well

defined and larger than it was on the surface. The
quartz coming to hand looks well, and it should prove
to be a good payable lode.

Wynyardton (Coromandel). —Gold is still seen at each

breaking down of the leader.

Irving.—On the north portion of this ground a gold-
bearing reef onefoot in width has been met with.

Occidental (Thames).—The crushing of eight loads of

general ore from No. I leader was completed this week

for the good yield of 170 Z izdwt ofmelted gold, the total

valueof which was £47 12s 6d. The block npon this
leader is now exhausted.

City of Auckland (Taratu). — Jin clearing round the
shaft site we discovered a small leader which prospects
very well.

Waitekauri South.—ln No. 2 reef, some of the quartz
met with carries sulphides, and gives a very fair pros-

pect of gold.
Temple Bar (Thames) —Whilebreaking down No. 9

reef colours of gold were freely seen in the ore.

New Year (Tairna). —Thisproperty is peg and peg with
the Broken Hills ground. Prospecting has been carried

onright along the western side of the hill for a distance
of about twelve chains, splendid prospects being the re-

sult. The gold is the nicest seen in the district, being
very coarse. Quite recently a nice looking lode was dis-

covered on the eastern side which carries a little gold.

MEETINGS OF SHAREHOLDERS.

The following meetings of shareholders were convened

this week :—

lona —The half-yearly meeting of shareholders lapsed
for want of a quorum. The statement of accounts
showed receipts Z"6oi 14s nd, and the expenditure left
a credit balance of£l7l 17s 6d.

Barrier Estates Company.—The half-yearly meeting
of shareholders lapsed for want of a quorum. The

THIRD EDITION NOW READY.

|) L A N OF

QO R O MANDEL JJENINSULA.

ISSUED BY THE

AUCKLAND CHAMBER OF MINES.

A New Map, taken from Government Plans, record-

ing Gold Mining Surveys in the Hauraki Mining Dis-

trict, has been Published by the Auckland Chamber of

Mines.

The New Plan gives every Mining Lease granted on

the Gold fields, from Cape Colville to Te Aroha.

Copies can be obtained at the Auckland Chamber o

Mines, at the Star and Graphic Office, Auckland, or at

the Star and Graphic Branch Office, Custom House

Quay, Wellington.

PRICE, 7/6

JF. BOWES, Mining and General agent,
. 89 Queen Street. Agents throughout New Zea-

land, in Sydney, and in London. I am prepared to

undertake the flotation of Mining Properties on the
local or outside markets.

HULBERT, O’TOOLE & CO., Mining, Financial

and Commission Agents, 71, QUEEN STREET,
AUCKLAND. Cable Address—Hnlbert, Auckland.
Code Used —Bedford McNeil.

QHAS. -yy ILL! AMSON,

(Member Assoc. Stock and Mining Brokers)

STOCK and SHAREBROKER, LAND
and FINANCIAL AGENT,

93 QUEEN STREET, Auckland.

mo INVESTORS IN MINING PROPERTIES.—
I For Sale, on behalf of Prospectors, Shares in

newly pegged-out Claims on easy and equitable terms

Arrangements made for Floating Properties on the
Home Market through my representative in London.—
G. Bertram Hutton, Mining and General Agent,
Legal Chambers. Auckland.

RA. ESCOTT, Representing the Carson-Woods
. Syndicate, 21, St. John’s-street Road, London,

acquires New Zealand Mining Properties for the London
Market. Head Office for Australasia : 31, Queen-street,
Melbourne.

R THUR T. BATE,

Sharebroker and Mining Agent,

24 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.

J. S. LENNOX] [O. B. HULL

pEN N O X & |jU L L,

STOCK AND SHARE BROKERS,

16, New Zealand Insurance Buildings. Auckland.

V\ZLA K N E R

(Member Auckland Brokers’ Association).

STOCK AND SHAREBROKER,
STOCK EXCHANGE, AUCKLAND.

Cable address—* Rapatrice.' Bankers. Bank ofNew Zealand

JOHN PRATER. ROBERT PRATER. JAMES PRATER.

pRATER BROTHERS,
SHAREBROKERS, HOUSE and LAND AGENTS,

N.Z. Insurance Buildings, Auckland.

Thames Branch : National Bank Buildings.

I M? S H ’ R

~

(Member Assoc. Stock and Mining Brokers.)
STOCK and SHAREBROKER,

SELDEN CHAMBERS,

97 Queen Street, Auckland.
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statement of accounts showed receipts /620 us jd.
Pretty well all this has been expended.

Wire’s Special Claim.—A meeting of holders of syndi-
cate shares in this claim took place at Mr J. Barber’s
office. Mr J. C. Colbeck presided. It was decided to

form a no-liability company with a capital of /6,000 in
80,000 shares at is 6d each. The following directors

were appointed Messrs J. C. Colbeck, T. G. Tanton, A.

Tooman and C. H. Barber. Other appointments were :
Legal manager, Mr J. Barber ; solicitors, Messrs Beale
and Beale ; bankers, Bank of New Zealand.

Aurora.—The half-yearly meeting of the Aurora Gold-
mining Company lapsed. The balance-sh et showed
receipts /357 8s ad, and expenditure ><327, leaving a

credit balance of /30 8s ad.

Waitekauri Reefs.—The half-yearly meeting lapsed for

want of a qnornm. The balance-sheet up to March 18th
last showeda balance in bank of 15s 6d.

Plays and Players

A CERTAIN celebrated actor, well known in

London, is possessed of the singular idea that

there must be a negro in the audience for him to

act his best. So tenaciously does he fix his faith to this

fallacy that heactually hires a black man to be present

whenever he is to perform. On one occasion the negro,

while proceeding to the theatre, was knocked down by a

cab, and so seriously injured that he was conveyed to a

hospital. That night the actor, missing his attendant

from the audience, found himself unable to take his

part, and had to give way to an understudy.

Think of a magnificent costume, once worn on the

stage by Miss Lillian Russell, and still in fine condition,

being sold for 225. That's what happened at a recent

auction of theatrical wardrobe and effects in New York.

The sale was well attended, many theatrical managers

from other cities being present, and altogether more than

2,000 costumes were sold. The best price of the day,

30s, was brought by the court ladies’ dresses worn in

‘ La Grande Duchesse.’ They were of very fine silks
and brocades and only slightly worn. Two gowns used

in this piece by Miss Russell were knocked down for 22s

each. Some ‘ Nadjy ’ and ‘Nanon’ costumes went for

4s and 6s apiece. Besides the costumes a lot of scenery
was sold, including four drop curtains, which probably
cost in all X4OO, two of which brought /’io apiece and

two £4 each. Orchestral chairs, 530 of them, were sold
for ios each, and 517 balcony chairs for 3s each.

An effort is being made at Albany to repeal the law

under which it is optional with the Mayors of cities to

license children to perform on the stage. It is to be

hoped that, even though the statute be modified, it will

not be swept away. The unrestricted employment of

children in plays would be an evil.

When ‘ Les Jacobites,’ the original of ‘ For Bonnie
Prince Charlie,’ was first acted at the Odeon in Paris

in November, 1885, Mme. Segond-Weber made her debut

as an actress, and won then a recognition and approval
which have not been duplicated in her subsequent
career.

Speaking of the failure of ‘ Dr Claudius,’ the dramati-

sation of Marion Crawford’s novel, the New York Sun

says:—‘ It is curious to observe that Mr Crawford's

characters, charming as they are in the book, become in-

tolerable bores on the stage. They look and talk as well
as before, and the story in which they figure is the same,

but no whit of their attractiveness has been transferred.

What they do and say is commonplace and uneventful.
This fiasco casts no slur upon the ability of Mr Crawford

as a novelist. Nor does it prove, on the other hand,
that literature theatrical enough to be of stage value is

any less meritorious than that which quiet writers put
into novels. There has been much regrettable glee over

Mr Crawford’s failure as a playwright, and he himself

was the cause of it. The complacency of his announce-

ment that he was going to become a conspicuous drama-
tist, his confident accounts of the methods which he re-

lied upon, and his tone of lofty superiority in letters and
interviews for publication, lifted him to a dangerous
height from which possibly to fall. All the newspaper
critics who witnesed the first performance of “ Dr.

Claudius” pronounced the play worthless. Some of them

did their duty politely and considerately, while others

did it with jeers, jibes and ridicule. While the unfortu-

nate author had cause to resent the manner of some of

thecondemnation, hehad no reason whatever to question
the soundness of the adverse judgment.’

* The Sign of the Cross' is one of the few English

melodramas to have been translated into Russian. It

has proved highly successful in St Petersburg. It

might have fared better in America with the cheap dia-

logue spoken in a language asgenerally incomprehensible
as Russian.

Madame Modjeska, the famous actress, who is known
in private life as Helena Modjeska Bozenta, has a beau-
tiful mountain ranch in Orange County, in Southern
California, and finds her greatest delight in the occupa-

tions of a rural home. She spends every possible day of
her long summer vacations at her ranch. Each morning
throughout the summer Madame Modjeska goesabout
her ranch. She rises early and spends an hour or two

before breakfast among the animals and chickens.

Visitors at the ranch have many times known her to

spend a whole morning caring for a sick cow or an in-
jured horse. She frequently milks a cow herself, and

can do it as well as any servantin the place. But the
chief pleasure of the actress is in her chicken yard.
Very many people have been to call at the ranch on a

summer’s day and have found tnadame and her husband
sittiug out in their hen yard watching their flocks and

feeding the hens from the hand. She gathers the eggs

from the nests daily, mixes mealy compounds for the
sickly and ailing birds and pulls alfalfa for them to peck

it. The hens from the Modjeska ranch have won manv

a prize at the chicken shows aud agricultural fairs in

Los Angeles and Santa Ana, and the prizes are among
the treasures ofthe house.

A cock fight is an episode in • The Jucklins,’ a play
which has been produced in the Western States of
America. The fowls are genuine fighters, too, but their

spurs are muffled.

Rejane has been highly successful in a new comedy
given at the Vaudeville in Paris. It is called ’The Sor-

rowful One,’ and is by Maurice Donnay, whose comedy ,
‘ Lovers,’ was one of the plavs that appealed most

strongly to Parisians last year.

‘ Trilby ’ has been a successful venture in the large
German towns, and now ‘ In Old Kentucky ’ is to be ex-

ported with only a baud of pickaninnies as a distinc-
tively American feature. The characters in the melo-

drama will be played by German actors.

The Ada Delroy Company concluded a’very successful

season in Auckland onSaturday last,and left for Sydney
on Tuesday.

The Wellington Opera House Company has declared a

dividend of 5 per cent. The income for the year was

/2,365, including £l,iy. for rent. The liabilities are

/■20,330, and the assets /’21.323.
An enormous audience attended the farewell perform-

anceof the Brough Company in Melbourne. After the
play, ‘Dandy Dick,’ Mr Brough, in a speech, hinted
that he might revisit the colonies.

The Greenwood Dramatic and Comedy Company con-

cluded a very successful four days season in Auckland

last Thursday. They played to big houses, and they
played well. There is no doubt that the beauty of the

performers adds much to the success of the acting, and
the whole Greenwood family are remarkably good-look-
ing. As Barbara Miss Maribel Greenwood was a distinct

success, and showed a marked improvement in style
since her debut iu Auckland. She has now the appear-
ance and mannerof a finished actress. Her singing of

the grand scena from Wallace’s ‘ Lurline ’ between the

performance of ‘ Barbara ’ and the musical burlesque, ‘ A

Cup ofCold Poison,’ or
■ Romeo and Juliet Up-to-date,’

was so good as to call for enthusiastic encores.

Miss Agatha Greenwood also plays a conspicuous
part. As ‘ Lilie ’ she was charming, whilst as Romeo
she was loudly applauded. Miss Roberta acted the part
of ‘ Mercutio ’ excellently, whilst Miss Nora made a

very pretty Juliet. The company have most kindly
consented to give a benefit to-night (Wednesday) for the
Hawke’s Bay Relief Fund. Such a good object should
ensure a ‘ bumper ’ house. New songs are promised,
and the performance willbe one thoroughly worth seeing
aud hearing.

In the excitement of battle the recruit, and the well-

seasoned soldier, sometimes, will do many queer things
—things which seem incomprehensible. He will load
and fire his gun as rapidly as it is possible to load it, not

aiming the gun in the direction of the enemy, but

straight up into the air, and not being aware of the fact

that the gun was not discharged, put in another cart-

ridge, and so on till the barrel is nearly full of unfired
cartridges. By the adoption of the breech-loading rifle
such a thing is impossible to-day, but after the battle of

Gettysburg there were picked up on the battlefield about

27,000 muskets, of which number over 24,000 were

loaded. About half contained two charges, one fourth
held from three to ten charges, while one musket held

twenty-three charges. Yet the troops in this battle were

seasoned soldiers ofexceptional experience in war. After

Konigratz the Austrian rifles found on the battlefield were

ina similarcondition. A veteranthus describesthe feeling
of going into battle. He says that he believes the feeling
ofemotion is the same with all men. To the recruit the

crash of small arms and the roar of cannon are simply
appalling ; he feels that he is going forward to certain

death. With clenched teeth and pale cheeks he goes

forward to his place, determined to do his duty. If very
much excited, he loads his gun, forgetting to put on a

cap, goes through the motions of firing, only to ram

home another load on top of the first, and when using a

cap for the first time is kicked flat on his back by the

recoil of the gun, he believes himself badly wounded.

Finally, finding that everyone does not get killed in an

engagement, he goes on regaining coufidence and passes
through successfully bis baptism of fire. To the veteran

this is different. He knows toowell that every battle re-
duces the average chance ofhis escape, yet so habituated
has hebecome tothe rattling fusiladeand desperatecharges
he scarcely heeds the danger around him. The shriek of
the shells over his head, the buzz of the bullets by his
ear are now familiar sounds, and, trusting to the chances

of war, the infantryman Area rapidly with his musket,
or the artilleryman calmly rams home another charge of
grape and canister as his battery opens at close range
on anadvancing body of theenemy. All men are natur-

ally afraid of death, but the trained soldier learns to

keep down that fear, and nonchalantly do what is re-

quired of him.

ONE BOX OF CLARKE’SB 41 PILLS is warranted to cure

all discharges from the Urinary Organs, in either sex. Grave.,
and Pains in the Back. Guaranteed free from Mercury. Sold in

boxes. 4s 6d each, by all Chemists and Patent Medicine Vendors.

Sole Proprietors The Lincoln ano Midland Counties Drug

Co.. Lincoln, England.

NOTICE TO AUTHORS.

£1 10 o

Z 5 o o

Z 3 o o

£2 o o

£1 o o

STORY COMPETITION PRIZES—’XMAS 1897.

FIRST PRIZE £j 10 o

SECOND PRIZE /5 o o

THIRD PRIZE £3 0 o

FOURTH PRIZE
FIFTH PRIZE £1 o o

The stories must not be less than 4,000, or more than

5,000 words in length, and free from anything unsuitable

for all classes of readers.

It will be seen by Rule 5 that the broadest scope is

allowed. So that the scene of the story is laid in New

Zealand, the choice ofsubject is unlimited.

.
. . RULES. . . .

1. Each MS. should be prepaid, andif left at the ends
will be carried at book post rates. It should be addressed to the

* Editor, New Zealand Graphic. Shortland Street, Auckland.'

2. A mottoinstead of the writer’s name must bewritten under

thetitle of the story. The author’s real name must be enclosed in
an envelope addressed to the editor, bearing themotto and the

words ’Story Competition ’on the top left corner. This envelope
must not be placed in theMS. packet, but must be posted sepa-

rately. It must also contain a declaration that the work is
original and entirely thesender’s own.

A Any Competitor who may desire to have his MS. returned

in theevent of it not being successful mustclearly state his wish

in anote attached totheabove declaration, and must also enclose

stamps for returnpostage. When such a desire is not expressed
the MS. will become theproperty of the Graphic.

4. All contributions must reach thelofficebefore May 18th.

5. Choice of subject rests with the writer, but thescenemust be

laidin New Zealand,and be of specialinterest to New Zealanders.
Itmay deal withanysubject, natural, supernatural, love, heroism,

adventure, lifeon the gumflelds, gold mines or country search for

treasure, fighting or peace,in fact, anything bright and interest-

ing, and free from anything unsuitable for family reading.

6. Write clearly, and on one side of paper only. In cases of

equal literary merit, preference will be given to stories lending
themselves to illustration.

Theaward of the judges willbe published in theweekly Graphic
as soon after the close of the Competition as possible.

Note.—The names of the second, third, fourth and fifth

prize winners will not be published unless at their expressdesire.

JMPOKT YOUR BULBS DIRECT

We, PETER VAN VELSEN AND SONS, Bulbgrowers

Haarlem,Holland, beg to intimatethat Illustrated Catalogues can

be bad onapplication, post free, from ouragents,

MESSRS A. MILLAR AND CO.

Auckland.
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Music
A RECITAL on the Dresden piano-organ combina-

tion instrument was given in Messrs Grace,
Clarke and Co.’s premises, Emerson-street,

Napier, recently, when there was a crowded audience
and numbers of persons were unable to obtain admis-
sion. Mr Grace sang Gonnod’s 1 Nazareth ’ with much

sweetness and purity, and Sullivan’s • Lost Chord ’ was

undertaken by Miss Mabel Millar, while the organ,

which pealed in during the concluding part of this song,
was heard to great advantage under the clever manipu-
lation of Mr Spackman. A cornet solo by Mr Williams
was also included in the programme.

A grand concert, in aid of the Indian Famine Relief
Fund, was given in the Marine Parade, Napier, by the

City Band on the Sth insL, when a large number of
people responded to the energetic efforts of the pro-
moters to swell the proceeds. The Band, which was

stationed on the Rotunda, performed with its accus-

tomed verve the favourite music of the day, and later on

effectively-dressed children took part in a Maypole
dance. After the concert the band proceeded to the

Council Chambers to meet the Mayor, who thanked the

members of it for their assistance, and stated that /470
had been collected before their entertainment, and
would now be sent from the people of Hawke’s Bay,
whom he thanked for their generosity. Mr Tankard,
who replied on behalf of the Band, said that their ser-

vices were always available for charitable purposes.

At a recent rehearsal of a concert in America a large
spider came slowly down his silken thread to about the
height of the singer’s shoulders, where he hung sus-

pended for a few minutes, and then began tn move up
and down in front of the music rack. The second tenor,
who was leading the air, soon noticed (says a corres-

pondent of the St. Paul Globe) that the movements of

the spider corresponded with the variations of his voice,

up and down the scale, and in perfect time. They then

began a series of experiments, and found that the spider
would ascend or descend about a foot for every octave,
and, though the melody was carried ever so lightly, and

the bassos thundered in their heaviest tones, the insect
could not be deceived, but always followed the leading
part accurately and with the precision of a director’s
baton. All kinds of songs, from * Down in the Corn-

field ’ to * The Bridge,’ were sung to test the ability of
the wonderful little being, and each time he came out of

the conflict not a beat behind. At last the four voices
struck an awful discord, and instantly the spider scurried

up his improvised metronome and disappeared in the

chimney.

An American named Dudley Prescott, and dubbed the

‘Human Brass Band,’ was lately performing in ’Frisco.
Heimitates everything from a music box np to a mega-

phone, and his performances have made wonderful hits.

Most of the London papers concurin saying that Sir A.
C. Mackenzie’s new opera, * His Majesty,’ will have to

be severely cut down if it is to be a success. The piece
is set in the imaginary Court of Vignoila, a country the

architecture of which suggests the perpendicular, with

depressed four-centred arches, whilst its costumes are of

the most extravagant of the 15th century. A cnrious

comic effect was obtained by making all the characters
look like a pack of card pictures. Of the character of

Ferdinand the King some idea may be obtained from his

first song : —

I wasborn upon a Sunday. Atthe early age ofone day.
I was Colonel in the Lancers and the wearer of asword ;

And they made me on the Tuesday, which I always call my crnise

day.
IntoCaptain of acruiser, though I couldn'tgo aboard.

Every tort of decorations I received from foreign nations.

All the potentates of Europe showered crosses on my head.

And before the week was ended I was looking really splendid.

Lying tucked withall the orders of my Knighthoods into bed.

Thus, let allnationsknow it—lam painter, playwright, poet;
I'm the father ofroy country, and that country's greatest son.

When I'm sadmy subjects falter: but when circumstances alter.
I canalways set them laughing at what/ consider fun.

When compared to King or Kaiser. I am greater, better, wiser;
I'm to all my brother Sovereigns as infinity to nought.

Yet my character's the oddest, for I'm so supremely modest.
That I know I never valueall my merits as I ought.

Apropos to musical examinations, some figures based

upon recent reports by the examiners of Trinity College,
London, may not be without interest. In the higher
divisions for pianists 105 candidates entered for Asso-

ciateship, of whom three succeeded and forty-one gained
a second-class certificate. In singing the passes were 33
per cent., and in second-class theory 56 per cent. There
were five aspirants for the degree of Licentiate, and four

succeeded. Out of 191 candidates in all departments,

ninety-two, or about 48percent., satisfied theexaminers.
The passes at recent local examinations in Australasia

were, of senior candidates, 47 per cent. ; of juniors, 80

per cent. There were some schools, however, in which
as many as 90 per cent, were successful. These figures
are much more satisfactory than some upon which I

commented a while ago, though, knowing a little of the

average candidate, I am inclined to dissatisfaction with
results which show 80 per cent, of passes. In such a

case, either the examiners are unduly lenient or the

standard ofknowledge required is too low. The results

in the higher divisions certainly inspire confidence, con-

veying an impression that a genuine test was prepared
and honestly applied.

As indicating the advance ofEnglish musicin Germany,
it may be stated that a Quintet for wind instruments,
composed by Mr Algernon Ashton, has recently been

performed in Cologne with success. The instruments in
the score are flute, oboe, clarionet, horn, and bassoon.
It is to be hoped that opportunity of hearing this work
in the country of its origin will soon arise.

There should be plenty of music in Buda-Pesth if it be

true that the city contains 120 gipsy bands, numbering
997 performers, thirty-two wind bands, and twenty-one
orchestras in which the players are women. The grand
total is given as 2,000 musicians in a population ofhalf a

million. What a place for the Old Lady of Banbury
Cross 1

The orchestra of the Berlin Philharmonic is going on

tour this year, according to report, which adds that it
will give three concerts in Vienna in April, afterwards

proceeding to Paris and London.

Bergamo, the birthplace of Donizetti, is collecting
documents relating to the career of that composer, and
has sent a representative to search Vienna. A commit-
tee, headed by Hanslick, has been formed to assist in

this matter.

The Queen has accepted the dedication toherself of a

short Ode, for chorus and orchestra, composed by Mr

Cowen in honour of the ‘ Diamond Jubilee.’ This work

comes opportunely, in view of demands for appropriate
music during the national rejoicings.

An Easter benefit concert given in Picton onSaturday
evening was completely marred, and the management
had to close proceedings, owing to the unmanly conduct
of some of the rowing men, who simply would not allow
the performers to be beard. Some of the best talent in
Otago and Wellington had promised to assist, and
Picton people and visitors anticipated a treat, but some

of the audience fairly drove people off the stage with
jeers and insults. Even ladies with well-known musical
ability and favourites of the public were subject to the

same unmanly treatment, and were forced to retire.
Picton people are always ready to assist in a benefit, but

as this is the second year these gentlemen (?) have

disgraced themselves in this way, it will be impossible—-
ifthese men represent clubs—to get up an entertainment
of any kind at Easter. Of course in a larger place
the police would put a stop to such proceedings,
and thus some of the crews would be non est at

the regatta. Some of the items struggled through
were the overture,

‘ Nigger Dance,’ Miss Greensili ; ‘ The
Blind Girl to Her Harp,’ Miss M. Seymour ; * The Tar’s
Farewell,’ and ‘The Death of Nelson,’ Mr Wilmott;
• Afton Water,’ and • The Auld Scotch Sangs,’ Miss

McCormick ; ‘ Whisper and I Shall Hear,* Mr Riddell ;
‘Marguerite,’ Miss Allen; ‘Land o’ the Leal,’ Miss
Howard ; ‘ Queen of the Earth,’ Mr A. B. Ross, of Port
Chalmers. Overture, Misses Thompson and Fuller;
duet, with violin obligato by Mr A. B. Ross, Messrs

Riddelland Platts (Port Chalmers); quartette, ‘Annie
Laurie,’ Messrs Ross, Platts, Bauchope, and Riddell.
Miss Greensill played the accompaniments in her usual

perfect manner, and to the Port Chalmers’ crew in par-

ticular, and all the rest of the visiting crews in general,
the management owe a hearty vote of thanks.

A series of concerts to be given at the opening of the

Dunedin Agricultural Hall during the jubilee celebra-

tions are now in course of rehearsal by the Dunedin
Orchestral Society.

It seems as if New Zealand would be able to lay claim
to being the birthplace of a musical prodigy, namely,
Miss Vera French, aged eight, granddaughter of Captain
Ellis, and grand-niece of Mr George Ellis, ex-Mayor of
Napier. This young lady, who formerly resided in
Auckland, exhibited an aptitude for music at a very

early age indeed, and has for some time been the pupil
of Herr Zimmerman and Carl Schmitt She is now in
London, where the examining professors at the London
Conservatoire of music evinced such interest in her per-

formance, both on the violin and piano, that they have

presented her with a scholarship of £3,5 and free tuition
for a year. Miss French, who is to appear professionally
in about six months, should have a brilliant career before

her.

WOMAN’S PNYBIQUL

In a recent lecture at the Academy ofNational Sciences
ofPhiladelphia, Professor A. B. Brubaker, discussing the

subjectof * Physical Development,’ said :—

* Professor Gottfried Schadow, of the Royal Academy
of Arts in Berlin has given to the world, in his figure of
an artistically formed woman, the following measure-

ments Height inches, breadth of neck inches,
shoulders 15 inches, waist 9 inches, hips 13J4 inches.

* Long before Professor Schadow’s time an unxnown

artist created the statue the Venus deMedici, the world’s

ideal ofperfection in the female figure, on these mea-

surements ;—Height 63 inches, breadth ofneck 4 inches,
shoulders 16 inches, waist 9’4 inches; hips 13 inches.

* Professor Sargeant, with several thousand tabulated
life measurements in hand, produced a composite figure
ofthe young American girl with these measurements :
Height inches, breadth of neck 3'B inches, girth of
neck 12 1 inches, breadth of shoulders 14'7 inches,
breadth of waist B'6 inches, girth of waist 24'6 inches,
breadth of hip 13'1 inches, girth of hips 33*4 inches,
girth of calf, 13-3 inches, girth of upper arm io'i inches,
girth of thigh 21-4 inches, and forearm 9'2 inches.

* Miss Anna Wood has given measurements closely
similar to those of Professor Sargeant in her composite
figure of the Wellesley College girl, being averaged from
the measurements of over 2.000 young women.

* Given the height, proportion and weight ofan average
physique for the man and woman,what should be the at-

titude or posture of such an individual, especially when
standing ? By posture is meant a position ofequilibrium
of the body which can be maintained for some time, such
as standing, sitting or lying.

‘ For themaintenance of the erect posture the follow-
ing conditions must be realized : (1) The corresponding
halves of the body must be in the same anatomical re-

lation. (2) The centre of gravity of the whole body
must fall just in front of the last lumbar vertebra. That
the first of these two conditions may be realized there
must be a well-developed and symmetrical skeleton and
a corresponding symmetrical developmentofthe muscles

of the two sides of the body. That the second condition

may be realized, there must be such a development of
the extensor muscles on the back of the body as will
be sufficient to antagonize the flexor muscles on the
front of the body.

These conditions are not always realized, and hence
certain physical defects are observable, such as obliquity
of the head, elevation or depression of the shoulder, cur-

vature of the spine and so forth.
‘ Among the defects which interfere with proper

stature and proportions may be mentionedknock knees,
bow legs and pigeon toes.

*Knock knees occur in childhood or at puberty, and
are generally associated with rickets and due to a want
of muscular or bony strength. Owing to the width of
the'pelvis, the thigh bones are inclined inward. This

determines the direction of the deformity. There is a

disproportion between the weight of the body and the

strength of the muscles. In consequence the inner con-

dyle of the thigh bone grows down and inward, and
throws the lower leg outward.

‘ Bow legs are also associated with rickets and want of

strength in muscles and bones. In this condition the

natural curve of the bone is exaggerated and the legs
bend outward.

‘ Pigeon toes are a term applied to the in ward direc-
tion of the foot, dependent on insufficient development
of the muscles which should turn the foot outward.
This is a condition observed in monkeys and very young
children.

‘ In addition to the above-mentioned deformities re-

lating to the trunk and limbs, there are others found in

both men and women, especially in the latter, however,
which relate to changes in the shape of the thorax,
caused by undue compression or restriction.

‘lt is difficult to understand why this construction
should have been indulged in through theages. There is
an idea, however, that it confers on the individual an ar-

tistic effect. The Greek woman of the decadent period
suggested the methods and objects. It was adopted by
the Romans at the beginning of the Empire. During
the middle ages it died out, to berevived in the tweltth
century.’

The April number of the Pall Mall Magazine does not
fall beneath the mark of its excellent predecessors, and
offers literary and artistic satisfaction to the varied tastes
of its very large army of readers. The English show
place, beautifully illustrated in this month’s issue, is
Levens Hall in the North Country. The sport of the
month, dealt genially with by the Hon. T. W. Tegh,
M.P., is ‘Trout Fishing.’ There are several good
articles on interesting subjects, and several good short

stories, one more notable than the others entitled ‘ The
Strange Adventure of Joan Archer.’ There is the con-

tinuationofR. L. Stevenson's extremely attractive story
‘ St. Ives,’ also the continuation of ‘ The Story of 1812,’
and the article entitled, ‘The Major Tactics of Chessj
Mr Quiller Couch treats us to anamusing instalment of
light verses and talk upon many things from his ‘ Cornish
Window.’ The illustrations are all of an attractive
order.

The April number of the Review of Reviews is to hand.
Among the leading features is the third article by Mr
Stead on Her Majesty the Queen. It is entitled, • The
Queen as Editor of the Realm,’ and is interestingly
written and profusely illustrated. Mr W. H. Fitchett
continueshis • Fights for the Flag,’ his subject this month

being George 11. at Dettingen. Readers who have not
seen Nansen’s ‘ Farthest North ’ will find an interesting
review of the famous voyage. Among subjects more par-
ticularly Australasian are anarticle on

‘ Musical Taste in
Queensland,’ and another on

• The Federal Convention
at Work.’

A BEAUTIFUL COMPLEXION.
Apply Sulpholine Lotion. It drives away pimples

blotches, roughness, redness, and all disfigurements
Sulpholine develops a lovely shin, la bottles Made
in London—(Advt).
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CYCLING.

LEARNING TO RIDE.

PROBABLY, if every woman in the beginning had

realized the difficulties of learning to ride, she

never would have essayed her first lesson. But

the feat looks so easy, that probably there was not one

woman in ten who did not believe that she could grace-

fully mount and forthwith ride away in triumph. The
schools hold traditions of women who have actually done
this thing, but they are the glorious exceptions that

prove therule of preliminary falls ; and they prove some-

thing else as well. These favoured ones are generally
women who have been noted for excellence in someother

sport. They are good skaters, who have been in the

habit of balancing themselves on the steel blades over

the glaring ice ; or fine shots, whose trained eyes and

steady arms have shown the bullet the path to the bull’s

eye ; or billiardists whose balls knew their way through
the mysteries of ‘ draws,’ • drives,’ and ' follows.’

Steady nerves have everything to do with bicycling,
and the chief value of the sport is its education of the

nerves, and through them of the character. Most of the

women who took up the wheel had already learned the

theories of Delsarte. They knew that a dignified car-

riage was the result of a well organized and a well-
controlled temperament; that anacquired dignity would
react upon the mind, and cultivate the qualities that go

to make the attitude real. They speedily discovered
that no enemy had ever found out their weaknesses so

readily as the bicycle. The woman who would ride
must be patient, watchful, self-reliant. The least lapse
in purpose, the thousandeth part of a second's indulgence
in indecision, was recorded, usually by a bruise on some

portion ofher anatomy which had come in contact with
the floor.

Physicians say that science has discovered no new

remedy for incipient brain disease equal to the bicycle.
It gives sufficient enjoyment to make it fascinating to

the patient, and it provides for a constant concentration

of mind. The play it gives the muscles is extraordinary.
The first long spin brings the rider home the reali-
zation that every fibre of the body has been brought into
active use. There is no comparison between horseback

riding and bicycling in this respect. While the horse is

a companion to the true horsewoman which she is loath
to give up, her wheel becomes something much better.
It is soon identified with its owner as a horse never can

be.

A handy little novelty was shown at the Paris Salon du

Cycle. It is an ingenious folding parcel carrier attached

to the upright above the front wheel, and when not re-

quired it folds up, thereby doing away with the ugly
basket at present in use. It is not unsightly, and has

the advantage that it cannot be forgotten when going
outshopping, etc.

The expert rider forgets how she rides as she forgets
how she breathes. She threads her way through crowded

streets as readily as she walks them, and with as little

effort and annoyance.

At the other end of the Dark Continent, British

settlers have introduced the wheel along with the tennis

racket and the cricket bat. The bicycle is the one Uit-

lander innovation that has found favour with President

Kruger of the Transvaal, whose doctor recommends it as

the most beneficial form of exercise. All over the

world the story is the same, from Rio de Janeiro, where

there is a fine racing track, to Cabul, where the Ameer

has recently ordered a consignment of wheels from Eng-
land for the benefit of the ladies of his harem.

Automatic machines figure largely in the manufacture

of bicycles. These alone require the expenditure of a

good many thousands of pounds for a factory able to

turn out a few thousand wheels. Some of the makers

whose output is perhaps fifty or sixty thousand wheels a

yqsr, have as many as a hundred and fiftyof them. The

working of the automatic machine is in itself a marvel-

lous revelation. Imagine a bar of steel, an inch or two

in thickness, and ten or twelve feet in length, being
placed in the machine, which is then set in operation,
and, without further aid from the man in charge—who

watches a dozen machines at onetime—turns out a per-

fect hub, or pin, or nut, or bolt, as the case may be,

without the difference of a thousandth part of an inch

between any two of them. Whenthey arefinished, these

minute parts of the wheel are as carefully and delicately

constructed as the works of a watch. At every opera-

tion to which they are subjected, they pass a rigid in-

spection ; and the slightest deviation from the gauge

causes them to be rejected.

The wooden rim first appeared on a wheel in 1893, and

thorough tests proved its stanchneas and springiness.
Although it has usurped the place of the steel rim in
America, the latter being practically obsolete, it is re-

garded with disfavour in England.

It was a splendid evening, with scarcely a breath of
wind, when Mr James Caughley recently attempted to

lower Reynold’s unpaced mile record of zmin. tSsec. at

the Recreation Ground, Napier. The first quarter was

ridden in jssec., the half-mile in imin 7 2sth sec., and

the mile in 2tnin 18 4 sths sec. Although he has not

lowered Reynold’s record for New Zealand, he beat the

local record of 2tnin. 20 3-SUIS sec., recently put up by
Petersen, and thus leads in the competition for Mr Rey-
nold’s medal among members of the Wanderers’ Bicycle
Club.

The Christchurch Cycling Club held a sports meeting

at the Lancaster Park ground on Good Friday afternoon,

and despite the cold and threatening weather, it is esti-

mated that over 3,000 spectators were present. The

principal race, the Easter Handicap, five miles, was won

by J. Chalmers (400yds), of Oamaru, G. Sutherland,
Christchurch (500yds), being second, and A. Phipps,
Christchurch (280yds). third. Time i4mins 10 2-SUI secs.

Another rider from Oamaru in E. J. Ritchie won the half-

mile and Good Friday Handicap, three miles (second
class). The racing, as a whole, was fairly good, some

of the finishes were close, and some of the fields large.
The officials, however, got the events off punctually, so

that no serious waits occurred. A novelty was intro-
duced in the shape of’ Buckiumping ’ races. The wheels
of the machines were elliptical in form, and, when pro-

pelled imparted a ‘ bucking ’ or ‘ bumping ’ movement

to the bicycles. The difficulties of the riders caused

much laughter. A. R. Barker, who paced by a triplet
and a tandem, essayed to reduce hisown mile record of 2

min zsecs, but the atmospheric conditions were against
him, and he did not reach it by 2isecs.

Efforts are being made by our cash cyclists to get
Lesna, the crack French rider, to visit this colony.

A team of the Wanderers’ Bicycle Club, consisting of

Messrs W. R. Jourdain, T. Taylor, T. Oliver, A. C.

Norris, A. J. Pocock, James Caughley, and Messrs W. J.
Strickland, J. Lindsay, and A. F. Bowman, of the

Athletic Club, left for Wanganui by the express train on

Friday in order to be present at the cycling sports there.
However, they could get no further than Paki Paki,
and from there had to return to Hastings, where they
spent the night at one of the hotels. Having obtained

a room with a piano, they got up an impromptu smoke

concert, and the songs and music contributed by the
Club made the long evening pass pleasantly away.

A PETROLEUM AUTO-TRICYCLE NOW IN USE IN PARIS.

THE BICYCLE PATH, PROSPECT PARK, NEW YORK.

Clarke’s World-Famed BloodMixture 'The most search

ing Blood Cleanser that science and medicalskill have brought 1o
light.’ Sufferers from Scrofula, Scurvy, Eczema. Bad Legs, Skin
andBlood Diseases. Pimples and Sores of anykind are solicited
to giveit a trial to testIts value. Thousands of wonderful cures

have been effected by it. Bottles 2s 9d each, sold everywhere.
Beware of worthless imitations and substitutes.
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SPORTS & PASTIMES.
(BY ARGUS.)

To Secretaries oh Sailing, Rowing, Swimming,
Cycling, Cricket, Bowling, Tennis anp Golf-

Clubs.

|lt having been suggested to the editor of the New Zealand
Graphic that members of athletic clubs are desirous of better

representation in thepress, as to their doings, we have decided
toset apart a special space for the purpose of chronicling the
eventsin the several branches of sport mentioned, and will be
obliged it secretaries will forward each week any Interesting
items of news. Our columns will also be open at all times to

correspondence relative to matters affecting sport, and we will

be glad toanswer queries of a similar character.]

CRICKET.

I
NOTICE that Hugh B. Lusk, the well-known

Napier cricketer, has again distinguished himself

with the bat during the season just closed. Lusk

batted in twenty innings without scoring a ‘ blob,’ and

he only failed to reach double figures on one occasion.
During the season Lusk scored 1,114 runs—a feat rarely

accomplished in this colony. His best scores were 133
not out and 129 for his Club, the United, against

Waiapu, 122, 88, and 83 v. Scinde, and v. County 76.
In representative matches the crack Napier batsman

made 59 and 23 for New Zealand against Queensland, 51

and 4 for Hawke’s Bay v. Queensland ; 52 and 15 for

Hawke’s Bay against Taranaki, and 16 and 30 against
Wellington. Lusk’s averages are : —ln cup contest B'3,
in cup and representative matches 588, and in all

matches 58’6. Truly a record Lusk may well feel proud
of.

The two teams of cricketers from Bay of Islands and
Whangarei that paid Auckland a visit at Easter-time,

each played three contests, against somewhat weak

elevens as representing senior Clubs. The Whangarei
team suffered three defeats, while Bay of Islands, after

being beaten by United and Gordon, gained a victory
over the team representing Auckland C.C. by eight runs.

In the match played at Auckland on Good Friday be-

tween United C.C. and Bay of Islands elevens, L. A.

Cuffcaptured nine of the latter’s wickets for six runs.

In the first innings he secured five wickets for six runs,

and in the second innings he took four wickets for no

runs.

It is evident that the cricketers of Western Australia

know how to handle the bat and ball, for eighteen Free-

mantle players defeated the team taken to Westralia by

George Giffen on April 16th. The team from East Aus-

tralia was composed of New South Wales, Victoria, and

South Australian players, and was considered a very

strong one. The visitors defeated eighteen of Perth,
which was their second contest.

The Ist Junior competition is now concluded, and

North Shore have secured the coveted place of honour

with the splendid record of never having been beaten.
The North Shore 2nd Juniors also annexed the cup given
for superiority in their class.

The Licensed Victuallers were to have met the North

Shore team on Saturday last, at Devonport, and led the

local team to believe they would turn up. The home

team had their best available talentin the field, but after

waiting till three o’clock for their opponents, who failed

to appear, they claimed the match, and confined their

efforts to a scratch game with other members of the

Club.
With reference to the above paragraph I wish to draw

the attention of the Cricket Association to the fact that

this is not the first time such a case has happened, and

suggest that steps be taken before next season to ob-

viate the possibility of its recurrence. The Associated

Clubs of Victoria have a rule compelling teams to give

at least 48 hours' notice of their intention not

to contest a match, and as it has worked ex-

ceedingly well over there, why should not it be

tried here ? If I remember rightly, the penalty for

non-compliance with this rule was disqualification for

the season where the offence was deliberate ; and where

through mistake, the culprits were compelled to pay the

costs of the ground engaged for the match. In the case

of North Shore and the L.V., the latter could easily have

sent word that they were unable to play, and it behoves

the Association to deal sternly with teams that are so

neglectful of their obligations.

AQUATICS.

The Championship Regatta held at Picton on Easter

Monday was the most perfect success. Everything went

well from start to finish. The judges—Messrs H. F.

Logan and M. J. Kilgour—gave unlimited satisfaction.

Mr A. G. Johnson was umpire and timekeeper, as usual,

and Mr John Duncan, of Picton, as starter, received

cheers upon cheers from the crowded steam launches

which followed the races for the perfect manner in

which the starts were made—the boats starting off like

a regiment of soldiers, each one taking the water at the

same instant at the word of command. The umpire de-
clares he never saw a better managed or more interesting
regatta. The first race was the Champion Sculls,

which was won by Chapman, of Wairewa, the Picton

man coming in second, and Wellington third. The

public had hardly warmed up to it, and the winner

through that was coldly received. The Champion Fours

was the next race. For that the Port Chalmerscrew was

the favourite, though many still clung to their old love,

•Queen’s Drive.’ There was great excitement during

this race, and for some time—misled by the similarity
of colours—it was thought that ‘Queen’s Drive’

leading. Port Chalmers was second, but it was other-

wise ; the Wellington ‘ Stars ’ came second, Port

Chalmers third, and Wellington and Blenheim came

in neck and neck for fourth and fifth places. In

the Maiden Fours Wellington came in first, Picton

second. For the Champion Double Sculls there

were only three entries, Chapman, and Reid, of Wai-

rewa, taking first honours, McCormick brothers second.
The Junior Fours was an interesting race, Wanganui,

who only arrived at midday by excursion boat, having

been delayed in Wellington by bad weather, being the

favourites, and winning by a boat’s length. Champion

Pairs being the only champion race entered for by
Picton, there was naturally much local feeling, and the

two boys when they won were carried on the shoulders

of their supporters into the Club's shed from the boat,
and received an ovation. The Ladies’ Plate race,

rowed immediately after the Champion Pairs, was really
flriwa to Picton for a row over; they could nothave won

it. Two of the men, Fredericks and Smith, were too

much exhausted with their exertions in the Pairs just
rowed, but the other clubs were anxious to return by

excursion boat, so gave up their chance. It seemed

foolish to have the same men pulling in consecutive

races. Cheers were given for Picton by departing crews,

who like the place, the people, and the little outing rhe

Championship Regatta gives them.

BOWLING.

AUCKLAND CLUB.

On Saturday last the Grafton Green presented a lively

appearance, and some really close games eventuated,
amongst them being the final in the Easter tournament

fours, in which Gorrie beat Kingswell by two points, Mr

Gorrie’s rink thus winning the bowls presented by the

Auckland Bowling Association, while to Mr Kingswell’s
rink fall the medals presented by Messrs Stewart Daw-

son and Co., as second prize. During the afternoon

Mesdames Thornes and Elliott dispensed afternoon tea

to players and visitors. Below are given the scores of

some of the games : —

Perrett v. Phillips
Beere Lewis

Shaw Ross
Winks, skip 26 Scott, skipl9
Spreckley v. Jone-
Connelly Ponsford
Hooking Hegman
Miller, skip2l Carlaw. skip .. ..20

Thornes v. Dr. King
Fraser Crawford
Moritzson Rev. West
Towsey. skip ..20 Dr. Hooper, skip 34

Smart v. Mahoney
Littler Sweetapple
Ballantyne Lawson
Ledingham, skip . .. 20 Culpan, skip .18

FINALIK THE EASTER TOURNAMENT.

Ross v. Handcock
James Haslett
South Cuff
Gorrie, skipl7 Kingswell. skip .. .. 15

In the second draw for tournament pairs Ballantyne
and Littler beat Handcock and Haslett by 6 points.

Next Saturday (May Ist) two rinks from the Auckland

Club go on invitation to play a friendly game with the

Newmarket Club.

PARNELL CLUB.

There was a good attendance of members on the Green
of the Parnell Bowling Club on Saturday afternoon, when
the final match of the seasonwas played between sides
chosen by the president (Mr Von. Stunner) and the vice-

president (Mr J. M. Brigham), with the following re-

sults :—
No 1 Rink.

H. C. Haselden v. R. A. C. Kerry
Dr- Laishtey T. Cottle
A. Stewart W. Tait
S. Von Stunner, skip .. 26 J. M. Brigham, skip 19

No 2 Rink.

Dr. Watson .. 16 R. L. Hunt2B

At a meeting of members held in the club house it was

resolved to close the green for the seasonto admit of the

necessary top dressing being carried out at an early
date. A circular from the secretary of the Northern

Bowling Association, Wellington, with reference to pro-

posed tournament in 1898 was submitted, and an expres-

sion ofopinion onthe various points raised, unanimously
agreed to. Mr Von Stunner tendered his resignation as

president, being about to proceed to Europe on a pro-

longed visit. Members resolved to place onrecord their

appreciation of the valuable services rendered to the

club by Mr Von Sturmer during his two years’ presi-
dency, and their regret at his departure from among
them for so long a period.

REMUBRA CLUB.

There was a good attendance on the Remnera Green,
and a few very interesting matches were played, with
the following results :—

No. 1 Rink.

Colonel Dowell v. A. Walsh
P. Vaile Rev. G.B. Monro
Major George Rev. W. Beatty
G. Bruce, skip ..24 H. D. Ruddock, skip .. 22

No. 2 Rink.

T. Finlayson v. Steele
R. A. Bodie King
D. E. Clerk Stevenson
Wright, skip ..17 Ching, skip2o

The final was played for the President’s Prize (two

pairs of silver mounted bowls presented by Mr James
Russell), with the following results :—

D. Fallon v. Dr Erson
A.Holden, skip .. . 22 R. HaU. skip 17

Messrs Fallon and Holden thus winning the bowls.
In the Subscription Doubles the following match was

played : —

W. Dinnison v. McLean
J. W. Wingate, skip .. 21 F. W. Court, skip . .. 14

Leaving the final in this match to be played by the

following teams:—

W. Dinnison v. H. Maxfield
J. W. Wingate,skip George Court, skip

DEVONPORT BOWLING CLUB

Quite a busy scene was witnessed at this popular little

green last week. The following are the results of a few

of the contests: —

rink 1.

Best v.Harvey
Murchie Dalton
Eagleton Hulbert
Harrison, skip .. 17 Nicol, skipl3

Rink 2.

Brooks 21 v.Dinsdale 14

Rink 3.

Dutton 25 v. Hulbert 15

Rink 4.

McCallum 16 v. Montgomery .. 24

Rink 5.
r

Harvey 22 v.Duder 13

Rink 6.

Eagleton22 v. Cameronl9

Club Cup.

McCallum .. 21 v. Eagletonl4

The final for the Cup will be played during the week

between Messrs McCallum and Dutton.

PONSONBY CLUB.

There was a fair attendance of members on the green,

on Saturday afternoon last, when the following games

were played : —

FINAL FOR CLUB FOURS.

NO. I RINK.

J. Blades v. R. Noonan
J. Hutchison A. Sutherland
J. Kdmiston C. Blomfleld
J.M. Geddis, skip 16 D. B. McDonald, skip .. 22

Mr McDonald’s team thus become the winners of the

gold medals presented for this contest.

SEMI-FINAL FOR CLUB DOUBLES.

No. 2 Rink.

J. Blades v. W. Hutchison
H. W. Brookes, skip .. 28 J. Hutchison, skip ..

15

The final for this event takes place on Saturday, May
Ist, between J. C. Robinson and A. H. Brookes v. J.
Blades and H. W. Brookes.

No 3 Rink.

D. Stewart v. J. Stilchbury
J. Buchanan, skip .. 13 C. G. Brookes, skip .. 28

No. 4 Rink.

J. Edmiston v.C. Blomfleld
J. M. Geddis, skip .. 32 D. B. McDonald, skip .. 9

PLOP TYRES,
FIRST IN 18881

OUNLOP TYRES
FOREMOST EVER SINCE I 1

Beware of Imitations.

GUARANTEED FOR TWELVE

MONTHS

INSIST upon having DUNLOP
WESTWOOD BIMS to your Macbme.

DUNLOP PNEUMATIC TYRE Co.,
LIMITED.

128, Lichhsld Street,
CHRISTCHURCH.
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No. 5 Rink.

A. 8. Russell v.M. McDermott
J. C. Robinson, skip .. 29 S. H. Matthews, skip 22

No. 6 Rink.

J. D. Wright t. Rev. Peters
A.Sui berland J. Cooper
T. Peacock, skip .. .. 19 E. T. Hart, skip ..

..22

No. 7 Rink.

Dr. McArthur v. J. Court
R. Tudehope. skip 9 J. Hudson, skip . 30

ROWING.
The Victorian Rowing Association has decided to send

an eight to compete at the famous Henley Regatta to be

held at ’ome in July next. The Australian scullers have

proved themselves far superior to their English brethren,
and I see no reason why an Australian eight should not

also prove successful.

The New Sonth Wales Rowing Association have
written to the Victorian Rowing Association, intimating
that unless the latter complied with theamateur defini-

tion adopted by the Sydney conference last year, the

New Sonth Wales crew would not compete at the

coming intercolonial eight-oar contest. It was decided

at a special meeting of the Victorian Association that it

wonld require one month’snotice to make any alteration

in the rules to conform with the Conference definition.

In consequence of the Victorian Association taking this

stand New South Wales willnot compete, and the crew

picked have ceased training.

TENNIS.

The last tournament of the season, Waipawa v. Rua-

taniwha Plains, was played on the Waipawa courts, and

resulted in a win for the former by 15 games. Although
the wind was rather boisterous in the morning it sub-

sided later on, and as the courts were in splendid order,

a very enjoyable time was spent. Refreshing afternoon

tea was dispensed to the players and spectators by Mrs

Loughnan.
In Dunedin the weather during the Easter holidays

was almost perfect. On Saturday week a tennis

match was played on the Otago tennis courts between

Otago and Canterbury, with the result that Otago won

easily by 27 games.

The annual interprovincial tennis match, Canterbury
v. Otago, which lasted three days, and comprised Men’s

and Ladies’ Doubles, Combined Doubles, and Men’s and

Ladies’ Singles, resulted in a victory for Otago by

twenty-three games ; the totals being : Otago 280, Can-
bnry 257.

FOOTBALL.

Between forty and fifty persons were present at a

meeting held at Hastings recently for the purpose of

forming a football club. Mr Cashion took the chair. It

was decided that a Club, to be known as the City Club,

should be formed, with a first and second fifteen, and

that it should be affiliated to the Hawke’s Bay Rugby
Union. The following delegates were chosen : —Messrs

Murfitt, Cullen, and C. Caulton. Mr Mcßae was elected

secretary and Messrs Sutherland, Humphries, Cullen,

and Stubs were placed on the Committee.

The members of the Albion Football Club, of Christ

church, received quite a sudden and unpleasant shock

when one of their players, Ernest Merritt, died suddenly
while sitting and conversing with two of his comrades

on board the s.s. ‘ Talune ’ on her passage from Lyttel-

ton to Wellington, where the Albion Club were proceed-

ing to play the Poneke junior team at Easter. Needless

to say the match did not eventuate. Merritt was 25

years of age, and a well known and popular athlete in
Christchurch. He was married about a year ago to a

daughter of Mr H. Sutherland, of Wellington. At the

inquest held on the deceased the jury found that death

had been caused owing to weakness of heart caused

through sea-sickness.

Ihear on reliable authority that Alf Bayly, the crack

Taranaki three quarter, will don the amber and black
jersey again this season.

The Championship matches in Auckland will com-

mence on Saturday. May Bth.

The Auckland Rugby Unionhas arranged aprogramme

of matches for the various primary schools in Auckland,

and the contests will be played under the auspices of the

A.R.U., who will also provide trophies for the winning
team.

It is expected that the New Zealand team will leave

Wellington for Sydney at the end of June. The match

North v. South Island, will most likely be played in

Wellington prior to the departure of the New Zealand

team.

Football promises to be more interesting in Napier

this season. The Hawke's Bay Rugby Union intend to

endeavonr to send a team to play Wellington, Taranaki

and Auckland during the coming season.

A. Mason, the little but good crack Dunedin halfback,

has taken up his residence in Wellington.

A. E. White, the well-known Canterbury half, has un-

fortunately had bis collar bone broken again, and has de-

cided to give the game best.

NEW ZEALAND RUGBY UNION.

The fifth annual general meeting of the Council of

New Zealand Rugby Union was held last Saturday even-

ing. Mr Campbell (Wellington), vice-president, was

elected chairman. The following delegates were pre-

sent:—Messrs Bate and Fache (Wellington), F. W.

Mitchell, MacKenzie, Bee and Wilkinson (Otago), Law-

reason (Poverty Bay), Wesney (Southland), Firth

(Nelson), Ronaldson (Taranaki), McCardle (Canterbury),

Whiffen (Manawatu), Gibbons (Auckland), Morrison

(Hawke’s Bay), Batchelor (West Coast), Hyams (Wan-

ganui), Lewis (South Canterbury), and M. De Costa

(bon. secretary). The chairman moved the adoption
of the annual report and balance - sheet, stating
that the Union was now in good heart, and ful-

filling the duties which it undertook when it

was inaugurated. It was doing good work, and he

was certain that it would continue to do so. It was a

matter for congratulation that it was discharging its

functions without causing any friction, while at the

same time it was able to undertake the management
of teams and settle disputes of various kinds. It was de-

cided that the delegates of the South Canterbury and

Marlborough Unions should not exercise their votes as

those Unions were in arrears. The treasnrer explained
that 33 per cent, of the gross takings of the Queensland
matches in Wellington was given to the Athletic Park

Company. The motion for the adoption of the report
and balance-sheet was agreed to.

The Council resolved to ask the Earl of Ranfurly, the

new Governor, to accept office as patron. Mr Gellawey

(Otago) was elected president. The remaining officers

were elected as follows :—Vice-presidents, Messrs De-

vore (Auckland), Rees (Poverty Bay), Logan (Hawke’s

Bay), Walker (bush districts), Hankins (Manawatu).

Empson (Wanganui), Bayly (Taranaki), Whatman (Wai-

rarapa), Littlejohn (Nelson), Mills, M.H.R. (Marl-

borough), Harden (Buller), Boyd (West Coast), Rhodes

(Canterbury), Jonas (South Canterbury), George (South-
land) ; Otago has yet to nominate a vice-presi-
dent; hon. sec., A. M. DeCosta (re-elected): hon.

Association sec., Mr E. Batchelor (re-elected) ; hon.

treasnrer, Mr J. Hyams (re-elected) ; management com-

mittee, Messrs Bate (Wellington), Bee (Otago;, Wesney

(Sonthland), Morrison (Hawke’s Bay), Gibbons (Auck-

land), Lawrenson (Poverty Bay), McCardle (Canterbury),

with officers ex officio ; auditor, Mr Couplaud (Welling-
ton); appeal committee, Messrs Henderson (Auckland),
Fache (Wellington), Cotterill (South Canterbury), Firth

(Nelson), Logan (Hawke’s Bay).

A number of football matches were played at Dunedin

during the Easter holidays. The Britannia Club, of In-

vercargill, visited Dunedin and played the Dunedin Club.

The latter team proved victorious by 11 points to S.

Britannia were the first to score, Hill gaining a try,

which Purdie converted, and shortly afterwards the

latter kicked a goal from a free kick. Towards the close

of the game Turton, for Dunedin, kicked a goal from a

penalty kick, and Eagle and MacKenzie scored tries one

of which was converted into a goal by Turton.

The Linwood (Christchurch) Club played the Union on

the Caledonian ground, Dunedin, on Easter Saturday.

Although Linwood was the first to score, the Union Club,

chiefly through the fine play of their forwards, gained an

easy victory by nineteen points to five. For Linwood,

J. O’Brien scored a try which F. O’Brien converted,

while for the winners tries were gained by Armstrong

(two), Thomson and Stewart, and Ritchie converted two

into goals, and also kicked a goal from a free kick.

The match between Merivale (Christchurch) and Al-

hambra(Dunedin), played at Dunedin, attracted consider-

able interest, and after an interesting game resulted in a

draw, neither side scoring.

The annual match between the second fifteens of the

Linwood (Christchurch) and Union (Dunedin) Clubs was

played at Dunedin, and resulted in a win for the Lin-

wood team by four tries (12 points) to nil. Tries were

scored by Ormandy (two), O’Brien and Adams.

The East Christchurch Club, which has been in exist-

ence for fifteen years, recently disbanded. The Club

was formed on April 17th, 1882, on the proposition of

Mr F. D. Kesteven, and strange to say, it was this gentle-

man who proposed that the Club be disbanded.

The two Wellington teams, Melrose and Wellington,
had a very rough passage in the s.s.

‘ Rotomahana ' to

Lyttelton, and this fast steamer occupied 74 hours of the

journey. The Melrose team, despite their rough and

long passage, defeated Sydenham (Christchurch) by 8

points to 3 For the winners, Hardcastle scored two

tries, one of which Mason converted, while S. Halliday
gained a try for Sydenham.

The Wellington Club’s Reps were defeated by the

Christchurch Club at the Christ's College Ground by 22

points to 5.

The match between the North and South of England

was played at Dewsbury on Saturday. February 27th
and contrary to general expectation was won by the

North by thirteen points to five. The Southern men

played against a strong breeze throughout the first spell,
and held their own well all through, but after changing

over, and with the wind behind them, they collapsed al-

together, the forwards especially being beaten badly.
The South backs were, as a whole, superior to the

Northern brigade, and the result of the game goes to

again prove how a fine, dashing, straight-ahead set of for-

wards can annihilate nearly all the work of good backs.

A QUESTIONABLE ADVANTAGE.

In reading (says the London Daily Mail) the eyes neces-

sarily travels over a great deal of space. Backward and
forward from the beginning of a line to its end, and then
to the beginning of the next, it all amountsup to a sur-

prisingly long distance in a life time, or even in the
course of reading this morning’s copy of the Daily Mail.
It does not often occur to a reader, however, that the

eye travels jnst twice the distance that it would have to

go if the type could be so arranged as not to necessitate
going from the end of one line the whole distance back
in order to get at the beginning of the next one. It has
been suggested, however, that books and papers be

printed in such a way that this can be overcome. It
could be done by having the alternate lines read back-

wards, the first line being straightforward, and the fol-

lowing being printed backwards. For example :—

‘ Two ceremonies in Burmah mark when childhood
boys The .begins womanhood or manhood and stops
have their legs tattooed in brilliant blue and red patterns
girls’ the of boring The .bored ears their girls the and

ears is commenced with a needle, and the puncture is
be can finger the of tip the until increased gradually
introduced. This enlarging process is also carried on in
a carry can native the where. Islands Polynesian the

good-sized knife hanging in the lobe of his ear. The
who .Esquimeaux the of that is mutilation ngliest
punches a hole in his cheek, and puts a bone stud into

.it

The chief argument claimed for the plan is that it
might save the eyes and possibly facilitate rapid reading
ifcustomary. A million letters laid side by side will

make hardly more than a mile, yet in a year the average
reader covers with his eyes almost too miles, and in a

lifetime a great reader covers over 2,000 miles of print.
A 300-page novel has a mile of reading, and the four-
volume edition of ‘ Macaulay’s History of England ’
leads the eyes a chase of four miles and a half to get
through. In such calculations it can be seen where the

possible utility of the proposed change can come in. for
in the case of ‘ Macauley’s History,’ for example, the

eyes travel not the mere four and a half miles but nine

miles, since for every line read they have to travel back-

ward jnst as far to begin the next one. It has also been
calculated that it takes a rapid reader five hours’ steady
reading to read a mile ofprint.

After several tests we are forced to confess that the
new method of reading, which we became acquainted
with in the pages of a paper devoted to the interests of

the printing trade, consumes considerably more time
than the old.

The faces of the women one passes in the street form a

curious and, too often, a saddening study. One woman

purses up her lips, another screws her eyes into un-

naturalness, while a third will wrinkle up her forehead
and eyebrows until she looks absolutely ugly. The

trick is an unconscious one, but it is none the less a

trick, and a bad one. There is no reason why a woman

should look forbidding and bad tempered just because
she is annoyed about something. Deep-seated trouble
has a way of writingitself upon the face whether we will

or not. Sickness, too, has its own handwriting, and

will not be concealed by art. But the frown caused by
superficial troubles should not be entertained by the
face for an instant. We should strive to look as pleasant
as possible for the sake of others ; a corresponding cheer-
fulness of temperament will inevitably result, and al-

ways to the sweetening ofour nature. Wecannotafford
to go about with gloomy faces.

FOR
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OBITUARY.
MRS

SHRIMPTON, whose death took place at

Auckland atter many years of delicate health,

was the wife of Mr W. Shrimpton, ofMatapiro,

Hawke’s Bay, and the loss of one who was so much liked

has cast a gloom over the whole district. The body was

brought to Napier by the s.s. ‘ Rotomahana,’ and the

funeral took place at 2 p.m. on Wednesday. The

coffin was covered with beautiful wreaths both from

Auckland and from every part of Hawke’s Bay.

A well-known Maori chief named Te Whetu died at

Parihaka on Sunday, April nth. He was Te Whiti’s

1 right-hand man,’ and his loss will be felt by the natives.

Te Whetu had been paralysed for some months, and his

death was not, therefore, unexpected. This chief was

foremost in encouraging the young of the tribe to adapt

themselves to European amusements and pursuits, He

was one of the founders of the Puniho Maori Brass Band,

and had a billiard room built at Parihaka, and a table

placed in it for the amusement of the young men. It

was in that room he was placed when dead, the

billiard table having been removed, and there his body

lay in state till it was buried, dressed in the regalia he

nsed to wear on holiday occasions, including his orna-

mental smoking cap, silk sash, and gold chains. A

tangi was held over the body, at which natives

from all parts of the district attended. A number of

women squatted round the corpse and kept up a con-

tinual wail, the widow and a few near relatives cutting

their faces with glass until they were covered with

blood. The funeral took place on Tuesday, April 13th,

when a large number of visitors attended. They were

welcomed to the place by women waving green branches

and chanting a mournful sort of dirge. At about 2.45

p.m. a procession was formed, and the corpse, rolled up

in a quilt and shawls, was borne shoulder high by six

men, being proceeded by the Waitara Band playing
‘ Home, Sweet Home.’ A number of women with green

branches followed, and after them came the Puniho

Band, which played a funeral dirge. A large following

of Maoris brought up the rear. The grave, in the ceme-

tery on the hill, not being ready when the corpse arrived,

the natives amused themselves in various ways. The

women danced to slow music, and some of the young

men got up a ‘ sham fight. ’ The grave at last being of

sufficient depth, order was restored, and the ceremony of

interring the chief commenced. The step-brother of Te

Whiti, named Taikomako, wearing Te Whiti’s silk hat

and feathers, acted as master of the ceremonies and

directed what should be done. The deceased’s bed

having been first placed in the grave, the corpse was

lowered, and then Keno, a near relative of the deceased,

and a very old man, delivered an oration, in which he

described the Te Whetu as ‘ the noblest, most warlike,

and truthful of men.’ Before the earth was thrown into

the grave, Taikomako put all the articles belonging to

the deceased on the top of the corpse and the firing party

then fired two volleys. The grave was then filled in, and

the procession reforming, marched back to the village

both bandsplaying, and the young men firing their guns.

A large quantity of provisions has been provided for the

funeral feast, which will last for some days.

Mr John S. Caverhill, who for several years was a resi-

dent in New Plymouth and Hawera, died at Christ-

church on April 17th at the age of 76 years. He settled

in Canterbury when he first came to the colony, and

owned at one time the Cheviot Estate, which a few years

ago was acquired by the Government under the Laud for

Settlement Act, and cut up for sale. About 1879 he came

to live in New Plymouth, and took great interest in

stocking the rivers in Taranaki with fish. When Rewi

visited Waitara and New Plymouth in 1875 for the pur-

pose of meeting Sir George Grey, Mr Caverhill took an

active part in entertaining that chief and his followers.

Mr Caverhill afterwards went to Hawera, were he acquired

land and commenced farming in that district to a very

large exten‘. He imported all the modern agricultural

implements, and at one time had ten reaper and binder

machines at work in his wheat-fields. That venture

was an unfortunate one, but the experiment proved

a valuable lesson to the settlers in the district. Mr

Caverhill was president of various societies, which he

liberally encouraged, and was noted for his hospitality

to strangers visiting the district. Latterly he has had

very bad health, and for some time made a stay at

the Hot Springs. Old age, however, began to tell upon
him lately, and he has at last passed away, but his

death will be much regretted by those who knew him.

He leaves a widow, several sons and one daughter, who

is married to the Rev. L. Isitt. One of his sons was

burnt at Hawera when stopping at Mr Kelly’s hotel in

that town.

Dr. Faulknor, whose death occurred at his residence

King-street, Hastings, on Friday afternoon, was a

gentleman who was much respected in that community
and widely known beyond it. He had been failing in
health for some years before his death, and intended re-

moving to Havelock, where he has been spending the
winter in a few weeks. Much sympathy is felt for his

family in their bereavement. At the funeral the
members of the Hastings Fire Brigade, of which corps
Dr. Faulknor was honorary surgeon, headed the proces-
sion to the Hastings cemetery.

Personal Paragraphs.

THE news of the resignation of the Mayor of Auck-

land, Mr A. Boardman, was received in that city
with general regret. Mr Boardman has never

fully recovered the cold (turning to bronchitis) which he
caught at the Association Firing Championship some

weeks ago, where he was officially present.

The Misses Williams (Wellington) are staying with

Mrs A. Boyle, Bishopscourt, Christchurch. Major Mad-

dock is also their guest.

Mr and Mrs Bob Rhodes are at present staying in
Dunedin, and are living atWain’s Hotel.

There are many candidates mentioned for the Auck-
land Mayoralty. Probably the most popular would be
Mr Matthew or Mr Archibald Clark, if either of them

could be induced to offer himself for the position.

Mrs and Miss Thomas Rose have returned to Well-
ington from a very pleasant visit to friends in Hawke’s

Bay, fortunately escaping the floods.

Mrs D. Walmsley, of Karori, Wellington, who went

up to Auckland from Wellington to attend her niece’s
(Miss Hughes) wedding, but who missed the function
through the delav in the arrival of the ’Anglian,’ is
staying with Mrs S. E. Hughes, Shelly Beach Road.Pon-
sonby, Auckland.

Mr Geo. Henderson, Christchurch, left on Thurs-

day by the ‘ Talune ’ for Sydney, where heusually spends
the winter months.

Mr and Mrs W. B. Common, Mrs W. D. and Miss
Sybil Meares, of Christchurch, spent East at West
Oxford for the purpose of cycling, but owing to the un-

favourable weather, it was not as pleasant as it might
have been.

Miss Le Cren left Dunedin last week for Timaru,
where she intends shortly to be married.

Mr James Burke has returned from his holidays,
and is again working at the Magistrates Court, Auck-

land.

Mr S. Hursthouse, of Wellington, is visiting his
mother in New Plymouth.

Mr and Mrs Lance Lane are visiting Mrs George
Gould, Avonbank, Christchurch.

Miss Burningham, of Auckland, who won the first
prize for table decorations at the Chrysanthemum Show,
displayed the same floral taste in Flower Dell No. 2 at
the Drill Hall Carnival Festival.

Mrs Anderson, of Wellington, is visiting her
daughter, Mrs W. Shaw, in New Plymouth.

Mr Cassells, of the Hamilton Post and Telegraphic
Department, has received word of hisremoval to Timaru.
Whilst in Hamilton Mr Cassells has enjoyed very‘poor
health, and it is hoped that the change may be ofbenefit
to him.

The Rev. G. B. Munro, ofAuckland, gave at the Avon-
dale Presbyterian Church last week a lantern exhibition
of views of New Zealand and England, and of a trip
through the Highlands of Scotland.

Mr Spencer W. Ellam has been compelled to leave

Auckland through pressing business in England. He is

engineer in-chief to the London and New Zealand Fin-
ance Corporation, and he has been compelled to resign
the appointment named, and will leave shortly for

London. All who have been brought into contact with
Mr Ellam, since he has been in Auckland, will regret
that his stay there cannot be permanent.

The New Zealand Military Contingent went to Lyttel-
ton in the ‘ Tutanekai ’ early this week, to catch the
’ Ruahine,’ which leaves there on the 29th iust. The
whole contingent is under the command of Commandant

Pole-Fenton, but the duty of instructing the men de-
volves upon Captains Coleman and Robin and Sergeant-
Major Rodgers. Lieutenant-Colonel Pitt, who goes
Home in command, is present daily, and the Hon. James
Carroll almost daily witnesses the evolutions. Rangi,
nephew of Major Kemp, who was one of the natives

selected to go, has been prevented owing to slight ill-
ness.

Mr D. Harman (Christchurch) is at present in Wel-
lington.

Miss Maxwell, from Katikati, has been appointed
to thenew school just opened at Huiroa, twelve miles

from Toko, Taranaki.

Mr Dignan is spoken of as a likely candidate for the
Aucklandmayoralty.

The Auckland Town Clerk, Mr P. A. Phillips, has

received from the Auckland Racing Club a cheque for
/Too, for contribution towards the Napier Relief Fund.

The Rev. Dr. Wolfenden, who is temporarily filling
the pulpit of the Auckland Tabernacle, delivered a good
lecture on * Home, Sweet Home,’ at the Otahuhu Public
Hall. Mr Spedding, of Auckland, explained the object
of the meeting, viz., to assist the funds of the Baptist
Union Home Mission to the gumdiggers and settlers of
the North.

Miss Cotterell (Christchurch) is staying with Mrs

A. Gore, Wellington.

Mr and Mrs L. D. Nathan, of Auckland, though in

good health themselves, are enjoying (?) quarantine at

Albany, their steamer, the Messageries ‘ Polynesien,’
from Marseilles, being detained there, owing to two

cases of smallpox on board.

The ’ Mariposa ’ took back with her to Sydney the
members of the press of that city who came over to

interview Butler, the prisoner. Messrs S. Hague-Smith
(manager at Sydney for the New Zealand Insurance

Company), C. E. Button, and Mr Holgate were also pas-

sengers to Sydney.

Mr and Mrs Alan Scott and daughter arrived in

Christchurch from England last week, and are at present
the guests of the Hon. E. W. Parker at Fordell, Papanui.

Mr John Allen, Mount Albert, who has been spend-
ing a week at Rotorua, speaks highly of the pretty
effect produced at an open air concert (in aid of Hawke’s

Bay Relief Fund) in the Sanatorium Grounds, by
coloured lamps affixed to the trees, their tints being
reflected in the Geysers. The groundslooked extremely
pictur-esque.

Mrs E. P. Houghton and her little daughter re-

turned to Dunedin from Christchurch by the * Te Anau.*

Dr. Stuart, lately Bishop of Waiapu, now working
as a missionary in Persia, writes that the Persian Mol-

lahs or priests interfere sadly with his Christian con-

verts.

More honours for New Zealandmen ! A son ofPro-

fessor Salmond, of the Otago University, Mr J. W. Sal-
mond, has just been appointed Professor of Law in the
Adelaide University. The gentleman who so well de-
serves the position is thirty-seven years of age, and re-

ceived his education in Dunedin. He is an LL.B, of

New Zealand. He has literarytastes, and centributes to

the Law Quarterly Review. He has also written a valu-
able book on jurisprudence. He practised his pro-
fession in Geraldine.

Miss Coleridge, Wellington, has returned from a

long visit to Dunedin.

Wellingtonians are becoming interested in the
study of Physical Education as explained and demon-
strated by Mr Thomas Tankard, who is an jait in all

bodily exercises. His motto is * One should exercise as

long as he lives.’

Mr V. Pratt, of Sydney, spoke at the Missionary
meeting in the Auckland Y.M.C.A. Rooms on Saturday
night.

Miss Drawbridge, who has been four years assistant
teacher at Johnsonville, was presented by Mr Bethune,
the headmaster, onbehalf of the pupils, with a handsome
dressing-case and silver thimble, on her leaving to take
charge of St. Paul’s Kindergarten School, Wellington.

The position of Government Native Land Purchase
Agent at Gisborne has been conferred on Colonel
Porter, of Gisborne, who will, with Mr Wheeler, of the

Survey Department, arrange for the completion of the

native land transactions which the Government have

entered into in the Poverty Bay district.

Mr F. V. Pratt, M.A., the travelling secretary of the
Australasian Students’Christian Union, arrived in Auck-
land from Sydney last week.

Mr and Mrs Baxter are passengers for Napier by
the ‘Rimutaka.’

Mr W. P. Hall, who has been acting as manager of
the Milton branch of the Bank of New Zealand, has now

been appointed permanently.

Colonel A. Le Mkssurier, C.1.E., R.E., arrived in
Auckland from London, viaSydney, last week. He is
one of the directors of the Waihi Consolidated and Royal
Standard mines. He leaves for San Francisco on May
15th-

The Right Rev. Bishop Wilson left for Melanesia by
the Mission yacht ’ Southern Cross ’ last week.

Mr S. Roberts, of the Union Bank, Hastings, was

entertained by several of his friends at O'Reilly’s Hotel
on Tuesday, prior to his departure for another town. Mr
A. L. D. Fraser took the chair, and a very enjoyable
evening was spent.

Mr Ben Tillett is resting at the Hanmer Springs
Sanatorinm, and will not return to Wellington for a few
days yet. His health has improved since he has been in
New Zealand, but it is still far from satisfactory.
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Miss Conolly (Auckland) is again visiting her Picton

friends, the MissesGreensill, atBrooklyn. MissConolly’s
health is much improved.

The Hon. Major Harris and Hon. W. Kelly were de-

tained at New Plymouth, the Wellington train taking
twenty-four hours to perform the journey, owing to a

slip which happened when the through train to Welling-
ton was passing near Kai-iwi. One carriage was de-

railed, but fortunately no one was injured. The train

from Wellington, after a.prolonged delay, transferred
the passengers across the slip, receiving in the same way
the passengers going south, who had been imprisoned in

the carriages for six hours, amid heavy rainstorm It

was too late to connect with the ‘ Takapuna ’
or ‘ Gair-

loch.’

The many friends of Mr J. G. Sandes will regret to

hear he is again an inmate of the Waikato Hospital,
having arrived there from Te Aroha on Friday morning.
It is to be hoped he will soonbe quite restored to health.

Captain John Gibb, late of the ‘ Rotomahana,’ is

now in charge of the * Waihora,’ Captain Neville being
away on holiday leave.

Mr C. W. GoveTT has been elected President, and Dr.

Hutchinson, Rev. F. G. Evans and Mr W. H. Skinner,
Vice-presidents of the New Plymouth Gymnasium Club.

The Captain is Mr C. W. Hendrey, and Deputy Captain
Mr A. Goldwater.

Among the visitors to Picton this Easter were Mr and
Mrs J. Welford (Shannon), Mr and Mrs Atack (Christ-
church), Miss Atkinson (Christchurch), Mr and Mrs G.
B. Richardson (Meadow Bank), Mrs Hiley (Spring
Creek), Mrs and Miss Carey (Blenheim), Mr G and

Miss Waddy, Misses Farmar (two), Miss Johnston (Blen-
heim), Miss and Mr Munro (Wairau), Mrs Renwick
(Dumgree).

Mr D. Barrie has been elected chairman of the

Dunedin Education Board.

Nearly fifty passengers by the express train from

Wellington to New Plymouth were detained in New Ply-
mouth from Good Friday till the following Tuesday
owing to the gale interfering with their transit to Auck-

land.

Major Elliott, private secretary toourlate Governor,
writing from Honolulu, says: ‘ I thoroughly enjoyed my

trip as far as Samoa, and my few days stay there. The

people are charming. I stayed at the British Consulate
and saw a good deal of native life and customs. I also

had a glimpse of the Tongan Islands en route. Since I

joined the “Monowai” at Samoa we have had rough
weather, and are making poor time.’

Mrs Arthur Russell (Palmerston North) is on a

short visit to her mother. Mrs T. C. Williams, in Wel-

lington.

Mr John Feldwick, the proprietor of the Southland
Daily News, has left the colony for a nine months’ tour

through America and Great Britain.

Mrs Marchant, of Timaru, is staying with her
mother, Mrs T. King, in New Plymouth.

Miss Ruth Orbell (Waikouwaiki) is at present the

guest of Mr Macassey, Heriot Row, Dunedin.

Mrs M Williamson'(Maggie Moore) who has been

visiting America, passed through Auckland on her way to

Australia by the * Mariposa. ’

Captain Todd, superintendent of the Tyser Dine in
New Zealand, arrived in Auckland from Napier last
week.

Mr and Mrs James Wilson, of Wellington, have
been spending the Easter holidays with Mrs Marshall in

New Plymouth.

Mr F. E. Baume, barrister and solicitor, ofAuckland,
is going for a six months’ trip to Great Britain.

Lieutenant Kirk, of Wellington, will not be able

to visit England with the Bisley team.

Miss Buller, who has been away for some time, has

returned to Wellington.

Mr Neville Newcomb, for some years representa-
tive for Messrs Archibald Clark and Son, Auckland, has

entered into partnership with Mr Robert Burrow, form-

ing the firm of Burrow and Newcomb, Brokers and

General Commission Agents,'Auckland.

Mr C. H. Mills, member for the district, and Mrs

Mills were in Picton on Easter Monday to see the re-

gatta.

Mr C. H. Walker, of the Wanganui Herald staff, re-

ceived a very handsome presentation from the staff on

the occasion of his marriage.

The Hon. Thomas Thompson (Minister of Justice) left
Auckland for Wellington last week. His visit to Auck-

land was owing to the illness of his son (Mr T. T.

Thompson, jun.). It appears young Mr Thompson is

now recovering from an attack of congestion of the

lungs, the result of a neglected cold, and is in a fair way
of progressing towards convalescence.

Mr James HuddarT is a passenger by the R.M.s

‘ Aorangi, which left Capetown for Melbourne on the9th.
ult.

at the annual meeting of the Taranaki Acclimatization
Society in New Plymouth Mr W. L. Newman was re-

elected President.

The Thames Miners’ Union has presented Mr James
Thomas with a handsome teaand coffee service in recog-
nition of the valuable services he has at various times

rendered the Union in handicapping for events on its
athletic sports programme. Mr Potts, president, spoke
highly of Mr Thomas’ labour of love, and the latter

gentleman in suitable language responded, thanking the

members of the Union for their handsome gift.

Captain RUSSELL and Mr G. Hunter have returned
to Hawke’s Bay from Wellington.

News comes from Australia that Miss Juliette Wray,
the exceedingly accomplished operatic artiste, has be-

come the wife of a leading Auckland medical practi-
tioner, and has retired from the stage.

A very large number of friends were present at the

railway station, Palmerston, last week, to say good-bye
to the Rev. W. Lee and family, who left that town to
take up their residence in St. Albans (Canterbury). The
family have been much liked in Palmerston.

Mr J. N. Baker has been elected chairman of the

Wanganui Education Board.

Mrs Renwick, Mrs and Miss Robinson, and Mr Pol-
lard all drove from Blenheim to Nelson for the races.

Their many friends in Nelson were delighted to see them

again.

A recent inhabitant of New Zealand has been dis-
tinguishing himself at the recent University examina-

tions in New South Wales, namely Mr T. Rainsford

Bavin, 8.A., son of the Rev. Rainsford Bavin. He was

eminently successful, taking the L.L.B. deg ree with first-
class honours, including the gold medal It is stated
that this is only the second time in connection with the

University that the combination of excellence has been

shown. Mr Bavin will shortly be admitted as a bar-
rister.

Mr and Mrs W. Atkinson left Nelson last week to

return to their home in Fiji.

Miss GeorGIE Jones has returned to Nelson after a

pleasant visit to Christchurch.

A son of Mrs Faulder, of Newton, Auckland, was

accidentally kicked by ahorse on the forehead last week.
His name is Norman, and he is about twelve years old.
Dr. Mackellar found that the skull had been fractured
and that the splintered bone was pressing on the brain.
With the assistance of Drs. Girdler and Robertson, Dr.
Mackellar performed an operation, and removed the
broken pieces of bone, and the little sufferer is now pro-
gressing as favourably as can be expected.

The latest change in the Cable Bay staff of the

Eastern Extension Cable Company is the transfer of

Messrs Percy Gray. Holden Webb, and Ernest Hobden

to Port Darwin. They all leave Nelson this week.

Mrs (Dr.) Mackie (Nelson) has gone to Napier for a

visit.

Mr and Miss Browning have taken a cottage in Stoke,
Nelson, where they intend to settle.

To the great satisfaction of her many friends in Auck-
land and at the Lake. Miss Brett’s health continues
steadily to improve.

During the Easter holidays Mr and Mrs E. F. W.

Cooke, the Misses Gribben and Fell and Mr Drummond

went on a pleasant bicycle tour through the Waimea dis-
trict.

The Stoke people are all sorry at the thoughts of

having to bid good-bye to Mr and Mr Costobadie and
family who are soon to leave the Nelson district, where
they have made many friends.

Mr Robert Scott, eldest son of Dr. Scott, is visiting
his people in Picton.

During his visit to England Mr W. L. Newman
ordered twenty partridges to be sent to New Plymouth
for the Taranaki Acclimatisation Society.

MR J. W. Walker, late chief officer of the ‘ Tainui,’
is now chief officer of the * Rangatira, ’ Mr J. Banks being
second, Mr R. G. Cross third, and MrT. W. Hubble (late
of the ‘ Mamari ’) fourth.

Mr and Mrs Hamer (Christchurch) are spending a
few days in Wellington on their way home to England.

Miss Bullen did excellent work for the Bulletin at
the Auckland Easter Carnival in the Drill Hall.

Mr and Mrs Warren, of Wellington, spent Plaster

with Mr and Mrs H. Hadfield at Otaihanga. They are

now in Wellington again.

Mr F. W. Wake, 8.A., late of Napier and Timaru,
has been admitted to the bar at Christchurch as a

solicitor.

Mrs Barney (best described as the modern Eliza-
beth E'ry) arrived in Auckland by the ‘Mariposa’ on

Saturday. She was at once warmly welcomed. On

Monday afternoon a pleasant gathering in her honour

was held in the Pitt-street Hal).

Mrs Mackie, of Nelson, has been paying a short visit
to Napier.

Mr Doveton Boyd leaves Dunedin shortly for the
Old Country.

SOCIETY ON DITS.

That certainly one of the most
novel and entertaining features

of the Auckland Easter Carni-
val was the Bulletinedited bv
Mr Alfred Cox. The art of

pleasant punning is apparently
well understood by Mr Cox, who
enlivened the little publication

by many ‘ quips and cranks,’ and in addition contributed
a little story to the issue.

That Mrs Palmer, ‘Woodford,’ Papanui, Christchurch,
gives a dance, when Miss Joan Lee and Miss Wilder will
be launched into society.

That Mrs H. Cotterill has issued invitations for a dance
next week in Christchurch.

That the proprietor of the Te Aroha News is bringing
out a weekly city supplement, which will be circulared
in Auckland.

That a very enjoyable dance came off" at ‘ Rocklands,’
Auckland, last Friday evening. The house is so well

suited to entertainments of this nature that the guests
were loathe to leave.

That the public generally, and the Picton people in

particular, think the powers that be might have sent a

man-of-war to grace the proceedings on Easter Monday.
On such an occasion, an event which concernsthe whole

colony, the presence of one shipof the fleet would have
lent eclat to the proceedings.

That Mrs Ledingham, Auckland, had a very pleasant
musical evening on Wednesday.

That the Rev. H. C. Frere, who is at present in charge
of the Gore Ang>ican parish, has accepted an appoint-
ment to a chaplaincy at Beyrout, in Syria. Mr Frere
will also have charge of several native schools. He will
be much missed in New Zealand.

That Miss Tuckey’s fortnightly assembly dances re-

commenced on Wednesday evening in Wellington.

That news from New Caledonia states that M. Feillet,
the Governor, is expected to reach Noumea about the
end of May from his visit Home. The Earl of Dunmore
received a very cordial welcome at Noumea. The Earl
is mentioned by the Noumea papers as the managing
director of the Nickel Company in New Caledonia, which
was formed some time ago in London by Mr J. Higgin-
son.

That at the wreck of the ‘ Zuleika ’ very great pluck
was displayed by one of the apprentices, Herbert Bellitt

(son of Captain Bellitt, of the ship ‘Corelli,’ trading out

of Liverpool), who, after being washed back three times,
went to the rescue of one of the sailors and pulled him

out of the water.

That Mrs Sowerby, Auckland, has resumed her

popular dancing classes.

That the Picton Rowing Club ball on Easter Monday
was a great success, and reflects credit on the manage-
ment. The public will look forward to other events of
the same kind. The success was financially, as well as

socially, a thorough one.

An afternoon tea was given by Miss Beswick, Fendal-

ton, to Miss Eva Helmore, as a farewell gathering of the

Christchurch Girls’ Boating Club prior to her marriage.

That several opossums were liberated in the Taranaki

district last year, but nothing has since been heard of

them.

That the Easter services in Holy Trinity Church,
Picton, were commented upon very favourably by
visitors from much larger towns. The sermons preached
by the vicar, the Rev. A. H. Sedgwick, were considered

specially clever and interesting, whilst the musical ser-

vice astonished strangers, who had no idea that so small

a place could shine in that respect.

That the Port Chalmers crew won the respect of all
Picton by their gentlemanly behaviour during their

stay there. Being very musical, they kindly volunteered

their services for church services, and rendered very
valuable assistance in the Anglican Church on Easter

Sunday. Messrs Platts, Ross, and Bauchope taking
parts in the anthems. They also assisted the ladies

of the place very efficiently in a benefit concertand won

kudos from all sides.

That Mrs Henry Rose, Wellington, gave a progressive
euchre party on Friday evening.

That Mr C. B. Lever, secretary to the Star Football

Club, Taranaki, has been presented with a Massive gold
Albert chain as a token of the Club’s appreciation of his

service, he having been secretary to the Club since its

inauguration.

That several gaities are on the tapis this week in Pic-
ton, being farewell parties to the Seymour family. A

large private social, and some afternoons, are among the

dissipations talked of.

That a bold step is contemplated by the Wanganui
Borough Council, they having under consideration the

question of imposing a tax on bicycles. One member

has urged that a tax of los a year be imposed, and the

money spent in forming a track for cyclists throughout
the streets of the town. It is to be hoped something of

the kind willbe done in other towns.

That Picton people are proud of their boy champions.
Fredericks and Smith, winners of the Champion Pairs,
are only about eighteen years of age.

That the Waikato hounds will hold their first meet of
the season at Mr W. M. Douglas', Taniahere, on May
sth.
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THE RETURN OF BUTLER.

THE
sketches which appear in this issue were taken

by the Graphic artists, the only New Zealand
artists who succeeded in taking drawings of the

alleged murderer and his surroundings. The picture of

Butler in his cell is from a photo, the first obtained of

the prisoner after leaving San Francisco. It was got
after a great deal of trouble, Butler being very much

averse to being photographed. Another photograph
erroneously claiming to be the only one taken in New

Zealand was obtained after the prisoner’s consent had

been got by the Graphic interviewer.

AN ENFORCED TRIP TO PARIS.

(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.)

Leaving a charming climate like that to be found in

Upper Egypt during the month of February for the cold,
frost biting one of the French capital is not what we

could look forward to with ecstasy. It was my misfor-

tune to be so situated during a severe winter not many

years back, due to trying, as foolhardy people will some-

times do, to administer a pill to my beloved foxterrier

without gloves, Dan at the time having developed
curious ways, which afterwards a council of worthy
doctors decided must have been rabies. At first when

trying to administer the pill, I had put on a pair of stout

gloves, but finding my fingers all thumbs, as the saying
goes, and the pill no nearer its destination, I discarded
the same, only' to be rewarded by a sharp snap on one of

my thumbs.

Thinking nothing of the matter,and having at last suc-

ceeded in accomplishing my task, I left Dan locked in for
the night. By next morning he had left this world, and

friends, on hearing of the same, advised me to take his
body to Cairo. I procured my oldest portmanteau, and

turned it for the first time in its career into a dog coffin.

A week later, due to doctors’ advice and very much

against my will, found me on my lonely journey to Paris

—lonely, because it is not the season of the year for

tourists to wend their way homewards from the gaiety of
a Cairo season.

Nothing to rouse my falling spirits occurred until I

reached the Paris terminus at midnight, with snow thick
upon the ground and Jack Frost doing his level best to

make everyone keep indoors ; at least, it was so with all

of the obliging cab-drivers on that bitter night ; no

money would at first tempt them to leave their shelters.
In despair an enterprising porter seized a cab, packed

my small belongings therein, and pulled a grumbling
cabman out of his shelter by the heels, but cabby
resented this method of gaining a fare. Jehu
was furious and in turn hurled part of my be-

longings into the snow. It was another twenty
minutes before I could calm my irate driver and per-
suade him to mount the box. When at last we did begin
to move, one would have thought he wished to catch an

express train on the other side of the city, instead of only
driving to a quiet hotel. How we escaped an accident is

only known to Providence, for it was at a galloping pace
I was carried over the frozen snow and curbstones, per-

fectly regardless of the few slow moving vehicles to be

seen on the road. My miseries were not done with when
wereached the hotel. The hall porter could give me a

room, but as for troubling himself about a fire at that

time of night, or rather morning, was more than he ex-

pected anyone could ask for. By means of great per-
suasion, and the necessary jingle of coin I managed to
raise a bundle of sticks.

Next day found me at the Pasteur Institute, and being
a newcomer, I was quickly treated, but only to find as

treatment went on, my turn became later and later.

Rich and poor are treated alike, and justly this world’s
riches do not give one precedence over his fellow crea-

tures when one and all are there from the dread of being
at any time seized by that awful malady hydrophobia.
Words cannot relate how pleased I was to get back to
the cloudless sky over my Egyptian home, for wood chip
fires were for ever wanting fuel, and bodily warmth
seemed to me to have been left behind in the land of

the Pharaohs.

JUST LIKE ACTUAL WAR.

The Austrian fortress manucevres of Przemysl, in
Galicia, were of an exceedingly realistic character, fully
charged field ammunition being employed. The works

of defence and attack were commenced on September
1 ith in the Emperor’s presence. The work was pushed
on during the night, in spite of heavy rain, and the be-

siegers successfully repulsed a sortie. Notwithstanding
these obstacles, the construction of the batteries was

completed early on the 12th, with the guns in position
and ready for opening fire. The assailants then evacu-

ated their works, and the defence opened a real fire on

the works erected. At noon the signal to ‘
cease fire ’

was given, and it was found that the fire of the defence
had been very effective. During its progress, moreover,
the effects were observed from a balloon. A further
bombardment of the works of the assailants in the pres-
enceof the Emperor was put a stop to by the pouring
rain.

The next day, Sunday, was a day of rest, and on the

14th the Emperor witnessed a bombardment by the
besiegers with live shell of a permanent fortification, in

front of which were advanced batteries and entrench-

ments. After the signal ‘cease fire ’ was given, at noon,
an inspection demonstrated the terrible effects of
modern artillery on fortifications. At night, as soon as

all was dark, the assailants proceeded to execute works
of approach. Several infantry engagements took place
and various processes of illumination were experimented
with. Early next morning the works of the besiegers
were shelled by the defence, who used both their posi-
tion guns and their field pieces. The effects were then
ascertained. During the following night operations
were continued on both sides, and in the morning the

besiegers, having succeeded in destroying the advanced
works of the defence and silencing the fire of the guns
enfilading the foreground of the work chosen for an as-

sault, they exploded the mines which they had laid and

proceeded to storm the fortification. This terminated
the manoeuvres, which were highly instructive, although
of course they were no( an accurate reproduction of an

actual siege, in so far as the assailants did not work

under fire.

THE PASSING OF BUTLER.

1. AT THE BARRICADE ON THE WHARF. 2. THE GUARD AT THE GANGWAY. 3. THE ‘MARIPOSA’ NEARING THE WHARF.
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GRAPHOLOGY OR PEN PORTRAITS.

Any reader of the New Zealand Graphic can have
hisor her character sketched by sending a specimen of

bandwriting with signature or nom deplume to

MADAME MARCELLA,

‘ Graphic ' Office, Auckland.

The coupon appearing on the last page of cover of the
Graphic and twenty-four penny stamps must accom-

pany each letter.

‘ Starlight.'—Much truthfulness, candour, and general
‘ openness ’ of disposition are strong characteristics in

your handwriting. You are exceedingly warm-hearted,
demonstrating your affection by word and deed, and

liking to receive a full return. There are indications of

slight impulsiveness, yet patience and good temper are so

plainly perceptible, that although your actions may be

prompted by kindly impulse rather than the result of
deliberate forethought and observation, you are neither

hasty nor imprudent, and it is not easy to disturb your
equanimity. Your firmness is beyond dispute, but you
are willing to listen to reason, and quite free from pre-
judice, as your intelligence is clear, and you evidently
possess a large share of excellent common sense. You

rarely give advice without fully understanding the

subject on which your opinion is required, or pass
judgment before you have heard both sides of the

question in discussion. Courage, moral and physical,
is well represented. You are brave and contented,
rather than ambitious. Practical, steadfast and

trustworthy, and neither impressionable nor imagina-
tive ; but honest and matter of fact, you say at all
times exactly what you think if put to the test, and al-

though considerate for individual sensibilities, you are

indifferent to general opinion. A love of method and

order, especially in business transactions, are very per-
ceptible, but there is room for a little more energy.—
Marcella.

CHIROMANCY,
OR THE

SCIENCE OF READING HANDS.

THERE has been so much interest taken in the

Graphology Column, that it has been decided to

start a ‘Chiromancy’ Column, under the able

guidance of Madame Yero. This lady has devoted a

great deal of time and thought to this very interesting
subject, and has thoroughly studied it in all its branches.
Her ‘readings’ have been extraordinarily successful,
and The Graphic is fortunate in securing her services.
A sketch ofa handwith all its lines is given, as a guide to

those wishing their hands to be read. No one has all the

lines indicated on the specimen hand, but some few of

them will be found on each hand. The following sug-

gestions will help in drawing the hand :—

Lay your hand, palm downwards, on a piece of clean

white paper, the fingers as far apart as they will com-

fortably go. Then with a pencil trace all round it.
Next hold it up against the window, and reverse it so

that it will appear with the palm uppermost, as in the
sketch. Then ink it carefully all round, taking pains to

have the fingers the exact length. In the first sketch in-

dicate the joints as you come to them by dots ; this

makes it much easier to get the correct distances when

filling in the lines. Draw all the lines you see, as far as

possible at correct distances from each other. Put no

names in. Then send your hand with two shillings in

stamps, to

• Madame Vero, care of the Lady Editor,

New Zealand Graphic, Auckland.’

‘ Codlin Moth.’—lf you have been accurate in drawing
the diagram of your hand, like ' Boz,’ you are also a

subject of Yenus ; but in your case, the type is morepro-
nounced. You are polite, charitable, benevolent and

gallant, excessively anxious to love and to be loved, and

you keenly appreciate the pleasures of the senses, seeing
fair sights and hearing sweet sounds, etc., etc. In
manner and appearance you should be pleasing. Eyes,
brown, large and clear, chin round, complexion gocd.
From the length and shape of the fingers I infer that you
possess a spirit of freedom and independence. You are

practical, and disinclined to take much on trust when

suggested by others ; but your own temperament is im-

pulsive, you decide to act quickly. The thumb, however,
is so powerful that your decisions must be supported
by a will of iron, and the second phalange shows
that sense and reason will govern the determination.
The lines of your hand, if correctly drawn, give
promise of much good fortune. The lije line is un-

interrupted and of great length, being accompanied
by the line of Mars, the career promises to be happy and
successful as well as long ; but this line gives warning of

passionately strong affections. The Heart line by its
length also bespeaks warmth of heart, and theeven fork
in Jupiter, beneath the first finger, proclaims capability
for domestic love. The Head line confirms the indica-
tions of the thumb, and shows good memory and clear

intellect. The Fate line indicates that there was an im-
portant change in position or fortune in early youth—l
think for the better, as after that change, the line
promises a calm and fortunate life, unless you have
omitted some lines or crosses. There is another im-
portant change at the age of 50, and at that time a very
strong influence comes into your life. The lines under
the little finger as you give them, indicate that the great
love of your life does not commence before 30. How

much after I cannot tell. You prefer dark brunette
ladies to blondes, and admire energy and spirit in
the feminine sex. I do not think you will
be the possessor of actual wealth until rather late
in life, although much general good fortune will
attend you Two voyages are marked. There is one

dangerous sign, viz., the crescent below the Ist finger
(the sign of Luna), it indicates a love of mysticism which

may lead to error, and your passions are unusually
strong ; yet so much practical sense and resolution are

displayed by the thumb and head line that I think they
will counteract tbe baleful influences.—Vero.

Engagements
The engagement

' of Miss

f
Browne, eldest

daughter of Mr Browne,
of ‘ Belle Vue,’ One-

hunga, to Mr W. Whyte, of the
VikingWheel Company, Auckland,
has been announced.

ORANGE BLOSSOMS.

MR BAGGE TO MISS LILIAN VON STURMER.

AVERY pretty, though quiet wedding took place
last Thursday afternoon at the Primate’s private
chapel, Parnell, the occasion being the marriage

of Miss Lilian Von Sturmer, daughter of Judge Von

Sturmer, of Parnell, Auckland, to MrBagge, architect, of

Wellington.

Canon MacMurray performed the ceremony in his
usual impressive manner.

The bride, who was given away by her father, looked

excessively sweet in a white bridal silk, en traine,
trimmed with sprays of orange-blossoms and satin bows,
around the neck some lovely Valenciennes lace fell

softly. A tulle veil, attached by a spray of orange-
blossoms, and a shower bouquet completed this becom-
ing toilette.

The wedding had been arranged for Wednesday, but
had to be put off till Thursday, as the bridegroom was

unable to travel on account of the floods.

The bridesmaids—three in number—were the two

youngest sisters of the bride and Miss Dunwoodie. Miss

Dunwoodie and one Miss Von Sturmer wore bluey-grey
lustres, relieved at the neck with white satin and white

bead trimmings, and epaulettes of the same, white hats ;

the youngest Miss Von Stunner wore a canary silk, and
carried a crook of yellow flowers.

Mr Brodie efficiently discharged the duties of best

man.

Afternoon tea was served at the residence of Judge
Von Stunner, where his eldest daughter, Mrs Arthur

Taylor, ably entertained the guests, who consisted only
of the relations and intimate friends of the bride and

bridegroom, owing to the family being in mourning.

The following were amongst the guests :—Mrs W. H.

Chnrton, in a pretty combination of grey and old gold
silk, the bodice was slaked, and the sleeves were also of
the same material, bonnet en suite with goose’s quills
and veil of white tulle ; Mrs Von Sturmer Miss
Dunwoodie), white silk finished with lace, black
picture hat with pink roses ; Miss Bursill, lilac crepon

finished with white tulle, white chip hat with lilac

ribbons and flowers ; Miss Lennox, slate grey with fawn

bodice and trimmings, white high-crowned hat relieved

with effective pink bows ; and her sister wore a dark

skirt, petunia blonse, black chip hat ; Miss Rita Tole,
blue silk veiled in fawn embroidery lawn ; Miss Thom-

son (Parnell), fawn check skirt, dahlia silk blouse ; her

sister, black lustre skirt, cream chine silk blonse figured
withrosebuds, large white chiphat; Mrs MacMurray. black
silk finished with lace, black bonnet relieved with white ;
Miss — Lnsk looked charming in a buttercup crepon,

white tnnslin fichu, large white hat veiled in black lisse,
and relieved with buttercups and daisies ; she carried a

shower bouquet of yellow flowers; Miss Kensington
black costume, black hat with red flowers; Miss Olive
Kensington looked distingue* in a grey tweed skirt,

coquelicot red silk blouse, picture hat with ribbons en

suite ; Mrs Harrison, black costume, black hat relieved

with blue ribbon ; Miss Burch, black gown relieved
with autumn-coloured flowers, hat to correspond.

NR PLAYNE TO MISS MEINERTZHAGEN.

The marriage of Mr William Heyworth Playne, only
son of Arthur Playne, Esq., of Longfords, Minchinhamp-
ton, with Mannela Margaret, daughter of the late Mr

Frederick Huth Meinertzhagen, of Waimarama, New

Zealand, took place on the 18th February at St George’s
Church, Hanover-square, London.

The rector of the parish, the Rev. David Anderson,
assisted the Rev. A. Ellis-Viner toperform the ceremonv.

The aunt of the bride, Mrs Henry Alers Hankey, gave

her away.

The bride looked very well in a white satin dress, em-

broidered with leaves in diamonds, and trimmed with

Brussels lace, of which her large veil was composed.
Her jewels were a diamond riviere necklace, the gift of

Mr and Mrs Playne ; a diamond and pearl comb, the gift
of Mrs H. A. Hankey ; and a diamond and pearl brooch,
given by Mr and Mrs E. L. Meinertzhagen.

The six bridesmaids wore dresses of white satin, with

large lace fichus, pink sashes, and lace hats trimmed with

red and pink roses.

After the service a reception was held at 23, Park-

crescent, the residence of the bride’s uncle, Mr Henry
Alers Hankey, and the newly-married couple subsequ-
ently left for Longfords, Minchinhampton, where the
honeymoon will be spent.

The bride went away in a fawn-coloured cloth dress,
with white satin vest, and lace jabot ; small sac jacket,
and large hat trimmed with violets.

There were present at the wedding Mr and Mrs

Meinertzhagen, Mr and Mrs E. L. Meinertzhagen, Mr

and Mrs Playne, Mr and Mrs Alfred Huth, Mr and Mrs

Louis Huth, Mr and Mrs Ferdinand M. Huth, Mr and
Mrs F. Huth-Jackson, Lady Charles Pelham Clinton, Sir

John Dorrington, Mr Leonard Courtney, Mrs and the

Misses Holdsworth Hunt, Mrs David Ricardo, Mrs

Stuart Lane, and many others.

MR PERCY SURREY TO MISS L. E. TURNER.

A very pretty wedding took place at the bride’s
mother's residence at Inglewood, when Mt Percy Surrey,
third son of Mr J. C. Surrey, of Dudley Road, Taranaki,
was married to Miss L. E. Turner, fourth daughter of

Mrs George.

The room had been prettily decorated for the occa-

sion. The Rev. Mr Dawson, of Otaki, a personal friend
of the family, came up specially to officiate.

The bride was dresred in a handsome figured alpaca
beautifully trimmed ; she also wore a dainty hat and

veil to match.

Miss Florence Turner was bridesmaid, and wore a

very becoming tweed costume, with hat to correspond.

The bridegroom was supported by his brother. Mr
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Ernest Surrey, and the bride was given away by Mr J.
C. Peach, of Waitara.

The wedding refreshments were laid outin the dining-
room, where the guests met with a hearty reception
from the hostess. The wedding cake was a very hand-

some one, and formed a prominent feature on the table.
The health and prosperity of the bride and bridegroom

was proposed bv Mr Peach, and was replied to by Mr

Percy Surrey, who thanked his friends for their good
wishes onbehalf of himself and wife.

The wedding presents were numerous, and were

greatly admired by the visitors.

MR T D. TAYLOR TO MISS EVA HUGHES.

A large and fashionable gathering assembled at All

Saints’ Church, Ponsonby, on Tuesday afternoon, 20th

April, to witness the marriage of Miss Eva Hughes,

daughter of Mr S. E. Hughes, of this city, and Mr T. D.

Taylor, late of Napier, second son of the late Captain J.
J. Taylor, 65th Regiment and New Zealand Volunteers.

The church was beautifully decorated and there was a

general stir as the bride entered leaning on the arm of

her father. She looked lovely, attired in a rich white

silk trimmed with real lace and pearls, a coronet of

orange-blossoms and tulle veil, and carried a beautiful

shower bouquet.

The bridesmaids were Miss Muriel Shayle-George
(cousin of the bride) and Miss Macindoe; they were

dressed in stylish cream and gold costumes with black

velvet picture hats, and wore handsome half-moon

brooches, the gift of the bridegroom, and also carried

shower bouquets.

The bridegroom was attended by Mr Edgar Walton

and Mr A. Hughes (brother of the bride). The officia-

ting minister was the Rev. Canon Calder.

Among the wedding party were Mrs Hughes (mother

of the bride), who looked very handsome attired in a

violet shot silk trimmed with lace and jewelled electric

embroidery ; Miss Hughes in a most becoming fawn cloth

costume handsomely trimmed, French hat to match ;

Miss Shay le George, stylish black dress, white hat; Mrs

Plumley, black satin trimmed with Honiton lace, black

bonnet; Miss Plumley, very pretty electric bluecostume,
hat to match.

After the ceremony, the wedding party adjourned to

the residence of Mr and Mrs Hughes, Shelly Beach

Road, where they were entertained. Amongst the guests
present were :—Mrs Hancock, in stylish black costume,

black and white bonnet; Mrs Carter, handsome tweed

costume, hat to match ; Mrs Oldham, black silk ; Miss

Drinkwater, pretty green tweed trimmed with velvet,
stylish hat ; Miss E. M. Hughes, cream silk, cream hat.

Great regret was expressed at the absence of Mrs D.

Walmsley (Wellington), aunt of the bride, owing to the

non arrival of the s.s.
* Anglian.’

Many congratulatory telegrams were rece: ved from

different parts of the colony by the newly-wedded couple.

The wedding cake was covered with lovely decorations
of flowers, stags’ heads, and doves, and the table was

beautifully embellished with ivy, cosmos, white chry-
santhemums, and ferns.

The bride and bridegroom left about 5.30 p.m..
amidsta shower of flowers and rice, for their honeymoon

trip. The bride’s travelling dress was an extremelv

stylish and handsome fawn broche cloth, with a mixture
of blue, and trimmed with blue velvet, hat to match.

The presents consisted ofSilver sugar baskets and tongs, in
Morocco leather case : bamboo afternoon tea-table ; case of silver
teaspoons and sugar tongs; silver-mounted biscuit barrel and
sugar bowl: silver preserve dish: china sugar basin and cream
jug; cheque: two Japanese tea trays: brush and comb in hand-
some case : enamelbowl: handsome pin cushion; servietterings :
cut glass silver mounted butter dish : silver preserve spoons and
sugar tongs: hand-painted china tea-set: afternoon tea set: two
silver-mounted butter dishes : two silver bread forks ; silver nut

tongs: cake basket: cake dish: two fruit dishes ; band painted
cake tray: handsome clock: painted plaque: silver preserve
tray with glass dishes : silver pickle fork : glass epergne: album :
silver butterdish and knife : silver mounted bread tray and
knife: embroidered tray cloth: silver butter kaife : handsome
plush ca-hion : painted satin cushion ; Dresden china ornament:
pair vases: half-dozen afternoonJapanese tea plates ; embossed
Turkish cushion: centreflower bowl; spoon and fork tray : brass-
mounted coal scuttle: flower stand: mangle; and numerous
others.

MR H. GOOD TO MISS CAPEL.

A quiet wedding was celebrated in St. Mary’s Church.
New Plymouth, when Mr Hugh Maurice Good, youngest
son of Captain T. Good, N.L.M., Oeo, was married to

Miss Ellen Fitzbardinge Cspel. eldest daughterof Captain
S. A. Berkeley Capel, N L M., late R.N., New Ply-

mouth.

The bride, who was given away by her father, wore a

slate grey dress trimmed with white silk and white
chiffon. She was attended by her sister. Miss Winnie
Capel, who was dressed in crimson.

Mr FoisTER, of Oeo, acted as best man. The cere-

mony was performed by the Rev. F. G. Evans.

After the ceremony Captain and Mrs Capel enter-

tained a few friends and relations at their residence,

‘ Montrose.’ In the evening also they entertained others

who were not able to be present at the wedding.

The bride and bridegroom drove straight to their
home at Oeo.

AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee. April 26.

I gave you some account of the

EASTER CARNIVAL

held at the Drill Hall in aid of the Church Mission to

the Lanes. Financially, it must have been a success, as

it was well imagined, well arranged, and well carried

out. The stalls were carefully placed, with excellent

effect as regards decorations—pungas, nikaus, flags, etc.
—and with the addition of fairy lamps at night, the

whole presented an exceedingly pretty and most attrac-

tive appearance. The side shows were particularly good,
and the various other amusements— tableaux, music, etc.,
etc., made the Drill Halla particularly delightful renrfezeouj

on the nights when it was open. ‘ Mrs Jarley’s Wax-

works ’ was one of the very good side-shows, and great
credit is due to Mrs Williamson and Mr Leslie Dix for

the trouble they took in getting it up so capitally.
‘ Bargain Night ’ (Thursday) showed a record attendance,
many of the articles for sale being reduced in price. As

for the stalls themselves, it is very difficult to know

which to take first. However, I will give the names

and dresses of the ladies in charge just as I jotted them

down, without regard to precedence or order. The

first I examined closely was Flower Dell No. 2, an ex-

tremely artistic arrangement of flowers, pot plants,
bouquets, button-holes, etc., all shrinked in a sylvan
bower and presided over by Miss Tye, wearing black

silk, lace and jet; Miss Burningham, effective pic-
ture hat ofcrimson, silk blouse of the same shade, black

skirt ; Miss Alice Tye, tussore silk relieved with scarlet

dahlias; Miss J. Tye, pale blue costume, picture hat of

blue. The picture hats were exceedingly becoming ; I

noticed several wandering about. The Misses Percival

in cream lustre, the one finished with yellow, the other

with red, completed this stall. The Doll Stall was. of

course, a great source of attraction. Some of the occu-

pants thereof were very prettily dressed. Two baby
dolls by Mrs Pritt, a lady superintendent and nurses,

all in correct costumes sent from the Hospital, were

amongst those most admired. The ladies here were Mrs

Pritt, in black crepon finished on the bodice with black

silk and jet pas-ementerie, black hat with feathers and
chiffon ; Mrs Kilgour, pale grey figured material trimmed
with revers and epaulettes of pale heliotrope silk edged
with bright passementerie, black hat composed chiefly
of green feathers and green tulle ; Miss Pickmere, white

muslin with yellow sash ; Miss Hardie, figured silk

mus'in with pale green ; Miss Dargaville, mourning cos-

tume. The fish pond next caught my fancy, ami

here I found a brisk business going on. For, as is

well known, everyone likes the faint suspicion of

risk involved in paying sixpence without being at

all certain whether he or she will obtain a shilling
result or a penny one. It was impossible to help ad-

miring the careful attention to piscinal details manifest
at this stall. From the curious denizen of the vasty
deep swimming in the sky above the stall, to the nets

and lines and floats hanging from the improvised walls,
everything exhaled a properly piscatorial odour ; to sum

up, all was decidedly fishy. And the attendant fish-
women were quite in keeping, and looked delightfully
attractive. Miss Westwood, Newhaven fishwife, wore a

yellow and black turned up skirt over a striped crimson

petticoat, blouse to match, smart coloured knitted fish-

wife cap; Miss W. Westwood, Breton fisherman's

daughter, striped petticoat, red upper skirt, black velvet

laced bodice, red cape; MissF. Hewin, Neapolitan fish-

wife, striped red and white petticoat, turned up navy-
blue overskirt, bodice and little cap of the striped
material, small silver fish hanging from bracelets and

dress; Miss Dowell. Boulogne fishwife, red petticoat
under a blue turned up overskirt, red bodice, scarlet

cap ; Miss Black, Caller Herrin’ (a costume hailing
from Edinbro’) consisting of red hose, navy pet-
ticoat with turned-up fishwife parti coloured overskirt,
tangerine yellow bodice, blue fisher cloak, mutch and

plaid handkerchief tied round the head. A delicious
smell of cakes drew one irresistibly to the next stall,
which was a study in yellow and white, the prevailing
tone being yellow, and the ladies all being dressed in
these colours with yellow chrysanthemums. They were

Mrs W. Bloomfield, Miss Carr, Miss Devereux, and Miss

Colbeck. Every variety of cake was well represented.
The country produce stall was presided over by Mrs

Herrold in black, with lieautiful ecru lace collarette,
black bonnet with tiny red flowers ; Mrs T. Mor-

rin, red and white striped cambric, and Mrs Cotter.

The latter lady was, unfortunately, not well

enough to be present. The assistants were Miss
Cotter in pink ami white striped cambric, crimson belt
and tie ; Miss W. Cotter, blue and white ; Miss Herrold.
blue figured cambric with white lace ; Miss M. Herrold.
grey ; Miss Bailey, yellow cambric ; Miss K Hay, stone-

grey costume ; Miss McLaugh in, yel ow ; Miss Clayton,
red and white striped dress, red tie and belt ; the two

Misses Morrin in white. The stall was appropriately
decorated with oats and poppies. At the jumble stall,
presided over by Miss McLachlan and Mrs Stitchbury
with various assistants, al! sorts of unclassified at-

tractions were to be found, fans forming the most

noticeable decorations. Miss McLachlan wore a

striped silk blouse of a unique dahlia shade, and
grey skirt ; Mrs Stitchbury, grey dress trimmed with
white silk and steel gimp, black hat with feathers and

upstanding quilled ribbon ; Miss Henderson represented
Evangeline, in Puritan grey and white, dainty bonnet to
match of the correct shape in grey and white ; Miss

Murray, eau de Nil silk blouse, dark skirt ; Miss Cooper,
cream costume ; Miss Linda Culpan and Miss Bertha

Mitchelson, all white. The Ponsonby stall contained a

splendid assortment of ladies’ and children's garments
intermingled with many of the usual bazaar cushions,
cosies, etc. One of the latter was especially handsome,
priced at £2 10s. Yellow and white draperies, ferns,
and fairy lamps were the scarcely-needed decorations

where so many bright and prettily arranged articlesjwere
displayed. The ladies here were Mrs Masefield, in
black crepon skirt, shot petunia silk blouse with

passementerie trimming ; Mrs Bedford, black crepou

skirt, dainty lace and chiffon fichu ; Miss Wylde-Browne,
white and yellow ; the Misses Newett and Miss Gladys
Masefield being similarly costumed to harmonise with
the stall. The Grafton Road District was well repre-
sented. Flower Stall No. 1 came under this heading,
where Mrs Smith ruled, herself unseen. The ladies

assisting here as well as at the refreshment stalls
were attired in chic Roman costumes, a particularly
pretty style of peasant dress. The skirts were dark,
brightened by the smartest of variously striped Roman

aprons, and square pana-i also of various colours, which

formed very becoming head-dresses ; black velvet corse-

lets over white chemisettes completed the toilettes.
The other ladies at the Flower Stall were Mrs Watson,
Mrs Coombe-Baker, Mrs H. Ashton, assisted by Miss

Brown, Miss L. Atkinson, Misses M. and F. Preece.
Over the oyster supper rooms, afternoon tea tables, and

refreshments generally, I found Mrs Goodall presiding.
(She is, in fact, known as good all round at anything
of this kind). Her chief supporters were Miss Doonin

and Mrs Dawes, assisted by Mrs Atkinson, Mrs Dacre,
Mrs Harrison, Miss L. Dconin, Miss Jenkins, Miss

Ilbert, Miss M. Kelly, Miss Mabel Douglas, the

Misses Graves-Aicken, Miss E. Preece, and Miss Baker.

They were all very courteous and attentive, flitting
about in their pretty costumes, and must have

done a ‘ roaring
’

trade, their refreshments were

so good. Mr Sandford kindly sent oysters, another

firm stout, and Messrs Brown. Barrett and Co. coffee.

Everyone was most liberal in providing articles of all

sorts, whether to eat, or wear, or amuse, for this Easter

Carnival, and the promoters desire to thank them ac-

cordingly, hearty congratulations being meanwhile

awarded to themselves Atthe greatchildren’srenzfezoo««,
the bran pie, MissGoodall and Miss Haslett were the skil-
ful manipulators. A splendid three-tiered iced cake near

the door was presented by Mr Buchanan, the weight of

which was to be guessed at 3d a guess. Miss Laird was

in charge. The cake was won by Mr A. Cox, Remuera,
2Slbs. At the Parnell General Store Mrs Goodhue wore

a black dress and red tie, so did Mrs Salmon. They were

assisted by the Misses Brodie, Aileen Hull, Witchell.
Kilgour. Salmon and Laishley, all dressed in white with

red badges and white chrysanthemums. This stall with
its central feature in red and white, drapings to match,
was a pleasant change from lhe yellow ones. The Bon-

bon Kiosk presented a specially attractive appearance,
and great must have been the toothache prevailing in

Auckland throughout last week, for no one could resist

those lollies. Mrs Davis. Miss Reeve, and Miss E. Brett,
in white silk and yellow, were in sweet accord with the

yellow and white garnishing of their tasty stall.

General stall No. 2 was replete with the proper acces-

sories of a well fitted up bazaar, and the same remark

applies to No. 3. At the former I noticed Miss Plum-

ley in black ; Miss Wadham. fawn-coloured costume;
Miss Hughes, black skirt, black and white striped silk

blouse with many jet buttons, black hat with green
chiffon and white flowers ; Miss Muriel George, mourn-

ing dress. General stall No. 3 was well conducted by-
Mrs Moore-Jones, in black ; Mrs Kenny, widow s weeds;
Mrs Watson, grey with passementerie trimming; Miss

Watson, powder and patches ; Mrs Rolfe, black ; Miss
Blanche Vaile, bluey-grey dress, shot silk revers and

epaulettes Combining two colours edged with chiffon,
cream hat with cream ribbon. The fortune telling stall

was much enhanced by the presence of a new arrival,
Mrs Platt, who charmingly assisted Miss Husband. She

was clad in scarlet silk, zouave of scarlet silk and velvet,
coquettish cap with sequins ; Miss Husband was similarly-
attired, only her zouavewas of black. The Fairy Post-
mistress was Miss Lily Austen, whose office looked
business-like with copies of the Graphic and Bulletin.
Miss Orniiston Smith also sells the latter paper. She, it

will be remembered, was a great success at the Floral

Fete as a Maori. Miss Austen wore myrtle green and

white, hat with white plumes. At the Chinese and

Japanese Court, an octagon-shaped affair most cleverly-
arranged in the centre of the hall, I noticed some ex

quisite dresses Mrs Russell. Mandarin's court dress cf

first rank —rich crimson satin almost entirely covered

with thick embroidery in all shades of blues ami reds.
The Misses Russell wore what are supposed to be

Chinese singing girls’ dresses ; one was cream silk with

brocaded flowers in blue and green dotted all over with

handsome borderings in same shades ; the other, pale
blue embroidered in same mannerwith reds and greens ,
Mrs Robert Browning, red satin with embroidery of
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blue ; her little daughter looked very quaint in a blue

satin child’s dress worked all over in gay flowers ; she
wore real Chinese shoes ; Mrs Ware, handsome Man-

darin’s dress of scarlet crepe cloth, having large dragon
on back and front, sleeves and skirt covered with gilt
thread embroidery. With all these were worn quaint
Chinese necklaces, bangles and hair ornaments.
Mrs Archie Clark, as a Japanese lady, looked very-

daintyin pale blue silk with silver and pink embroidery,
handsome sash to match ; Mrs G. R. Bloomfield and her
sister, Miss Griffiths, very pretty pink and green em-

broidered dresses with pink sashes and kerchiefs;
Miss Devereux, pale terracotta crepe cloth with

kerchief and sash of a deeper shade ; Miss Wilkins, very
becoming green with orange sash; Miss Ware, dove
grey with pink crepe kerchief, and pink and black satin

sash. All the Japanese ladies wore their hair in correct

style bedecked with Japanese ornaments. The Chinese
dresses have been in Mrs Russell's family for over fifty
years, and are not in the least faded, showing the

superiority of the old silks overthe modern.

Amongst the many visitors to the Easter Carnival I

noticed, Mrs Devereux in black merveilleux bodice

edged with floral brocade, large black hat with black

plumes ; Miss Wilkins, white pique, rose silk collar, also

same colour on her black hat ; Miss Scherff, black dress,
tweed jacket with fur-edged storm collar, black hat, red

band ; Miss Colley looked exceedingly well in white, the

bodice veiled with tinsel lisse ; Miss D. Scherff, musk-

quash cape, dark dress, hat with green chiffon and

plumes ; Mrs Kilgour, shot gown, vest of amethyst silk,
floral bonnet; Miss Kilgour, white spotted muslin ; Miss

Hughes, silver grey striped silk blouse, black skirt, black

hat with cluster of white flowers; Miss — Hughes was

dainty in cream, large white chip hat with white feathers ;
Mrs C. Taylor (Te Awamutu), white pique, gem hat;
Miss Aubrey, brown boucle cloth, large brown velvet
collar, brown hat ; Mrs Furby, smart black jacket and

skirt, light blouse, jet bonnet with shot ribbon bows;
Miss Brigham, black ; Mrs Littler, yellow silk, bonnet to

match; Miss Kennedy, white pique, white hat; Miss
Laishley looked pretty in white spotted muslin, white
fichu ; Miss Peacock, floral crepon, white hat with up-
standing bows of cream ribbon ; Miss M. Peacock, fawn
coat and skirt, white pique blouse, black hat ; Miss

Kelsher, dark skirt, black and white striped blouse,
white net fichu, becoming golden brown hat; Mrs

Wrigley (Hawera), cream floral blouse, dark skirt, brown
bear boa, brown felt Bond-street hat; Miss C. Campbell,
black serge skirt and jacket, gold silkvest, shot straw hat;
Miss F. George, mourning ; Mrs Hudson Williamson,
black ; Mrs Wilson Smith, black ; Miss Lena Owen,
light blouse, dark skirt; Miss Burcher, stylish fawn cos-

tume, pink blouse ; Mrs Douglas, black ; Miss Darga-
ville, mourning ; Miss Williams, blue silk bodice, dark
skirt, etc., etc.

AFTERNOON TEA AT THE SOCIETY OF ARTS.

Some of the lady members of the Society of Arts gave
a very enjoyable afternoon tea on Thursday. There was

a large assemblage, notwithstanding so many other at-

tractions on that day. The weather was so beautifully
fine that all amusements were well supported. The

Choral Hall, with its walls hung with an exceedingly
interesting collection of paintings and studies, looked
very bright, the tables being dainty with floraldecorations
of chrysanthemums and rich brown leaves of theVirginia
creeper. Mrs Payton (wife of the President) and Mrs M.
Clark presided, and were assisted by several young ladies.
Mrs Payton wore a cream silk blouse, dark skirt, black
hat with red roses; Miss Stuart, white lustre gown
finished with black ribbon bows, black toque ; Mrs

Holland, black, lace fichu, black bonnet with posies of
violets ; Mrs M. Clark, black floral gown, gloire de dijon
roses in her bonnet; Mrs Cheeseman, striped shot silk
blouse, dark skirt, Panama hat; Mrs Alfred Nathan,
stylish grey silk shot with orchid mauve, cream silk
fulled yoke and large bow at back of bodice, white chip
hat with feathers and two shades of mauve chrysan-
themums ; Mrs Arthur Nathan, effective white serge
double breasted coat and skirt, black hat ; Mrs T.

Morrin’s grass lawn gown was much admired ; it was

over pink silk with stripes of insertion down the front

gore, black hat caught up at back with dark red roses ;
Mrs T. W. Leys, pretty heliotrope and green stripe cos-

tume, bodice finished with a handsome shot bead

passementerie ornament and chiffon, green straw hat
with shot ribbon and sprays of sere-green leaves;
Miss WinnieLeys was charming in green figured lustre
shot with pink, pink silk fichu, black velvet hat ; Mrs

S. Morrin, smart fawn cloth tailor-made costume, cream

serge vest with bright red tie, large black hat with black

feathers; Mrs A. Clark, stylish black serge coat and

skirt, light vest, black hat; Mrs Stevenson, grey gown
flecked with black, black trimmings, small bonnet with
pale green ribbon bows; Mrs (Dr.) Bayntum, handsome
black seaweed crepon, heliotrope bonnet ; Mrs E. Lewis,
black ; Mrs Ware woreastylish grey lust re gown, handsome

design of Honiton lace on the bodice and hem of skirt,
new style jet bonnet with clusters of yellow roses ;
Mrs Duncan Clerk, white spotted muslin ; Miss Vaile,
grey, black hat ; Miss Holland, pink cambric, white
fichu ; Mrs T. Baxter, shot lustre, black bonnet with

cream bow; Miss Baxter, shot lustre trimmed withcream

lustre, hat en suite', MrsSeegner, blackcrepon, scarlet hat;
Mrs Lusher, black ; Mrs Mitchelson looked very stylish
in an ivy green cloth tailor-made costume, dark red

velvet vest, black jet bonnet with iris ; Miss Mitchelson

was pretty in white spotted muslin, white hat; Mrs E.
Mahony, shot lustre gown, pleated yoke and revers of

electric blue silk, hat en suite, Mrs Upton, navy blue

brocade sleeves, bonnet trimmed with cream ; Mrs Ed
miston, black silk gown, black bonnet ; Mrs Thompson,
blue and cream stripe shot silk blouse, dark skirt, brown

hat with autumn leaves ; Miss Hardie, brown boucle

cloth costume, brown felt Tyrolese hat; Miss Clayton
wore a lovely tone of pink silk blouse with cream lace
zouave,black skirt, black hat, beefeater crown of chine

velvetwith clusters of velvet ; Mrs Oxley, Gobelin blue,
white pique vest, white hat; Mrs Hudson Williamson,
shot green lustre, handsome black cape; Mrs Dignan,
grass lawn, floral hat ; Mrs Oberlin Brown, light blouse,
dark skirt, black and white hat ; etc.

THE GREENWOOD DRAMATIC AND COMEDY COMPANY,

have attracted capital audiences throughout their season

here. The dresses worn by the Misses Greenwood on the

stage were most beautiful and gorgeous. Especially
handsome was the one worn by Miss Maribel during her
* Seen a from Lurline’—white satin embroidered all

over with water lilies in silver thread. Miss Agatha, as

Romeo, wore scarlet shoes and tights, white satin shirt
heavily embroidered in jewels, rich jewelled girdle,
white satin cloak lined with scarlet silk and scarlet cap
with ostrich feathers. Miss Roberta, as Mercutio, pale
blue tights and satin shoes, rich pale blue plush shirt
embroidered in silver, pale blue plush cloak lined with
blue silk, pale blue silk cap embroidered in silver
and trimmed with ostrich feathers. Miss Nora, as Juliet,
was dressed in white Indian muslin trimmed with white

satin ribbon and white flowers—a truly graceful little
dress. Amongst them I noticed Mrs Seager, in pink silk
blouse, dark skirt, dainty scintilating threatre bonnet ;
Mrs Charles Taylor (Te Awamutu), white dress ; Miss F.
Dixon, tussore silk blouse, dark silk ; Mrs Lowry (nee
Miss Watt, of Napier), black silk skirt, grey low evening
blouse and ornaments ; Miss Biss, dark skirt, blue
blouse ; Mrs Hookey, navy tailor-made gown, white

vest ; Mrs (Col.) Dawson, grey skirt, white blouse ; Mrs
Charles Baker, grey gown with fawn lace; Miss Fanny
Johnstone, dark skirt, Gobelin blue blouse ; Mrs Chur-

ton, black mourning costume ; Mrs Rigby, black silk ;
Miss Dixon, white embroidery muslin ; Miss White,
black silk with lace ; Miss Chambers-Taylor, navy tailor-

made gown ; her sister was similarly attired ; Miss M.

Chambers Taylor, grey tweed ; Miss Ada Wood (North
Shore), pale lilas costume ; Mrs Maxwell, grey check ;
Mrs Pearce, very handsome black and white striped nier-

veilleux ; Mrs Rattray, white theatre blouse, dark skirt.

THE AUCKLAND RACING CLUB

held their second day’s meeting onEaster Tuesday, when
the weather was as brilliant as on the prior day, and
many of the ladies had donned lighter costumes, as it

was still pleasantly warm. The trimming of the hats
worn was grotesque in the extreme. One would really
have imagined the ostrich feathers were planted, as
there would often be seen half-a-dozen ostrich feathers
standing perpendicularly round a high crowned hat, and

the back turned up with flowers of every colour. Red hats
werevery prevalent, and of every size and shape possible.
Amongst themost strikinggowns I noticed thefollowing :
Mrs Thomas Morrin (President’s wife), navy and white
striped silk trimmed with silver passementerie, black
velvet hat ; Mrs Alfred Nathan, very stylish fawn cordu-

roy velvet with brown braiding, black chip high-crowned
hat with large green bows and purple violets ; Mrs
Willie Bloomfield was much admired in a spring green
silk mousseline, lizard green high-crowned hat with

green velvet bows and goose’s quills; Mrs George
Bloomfield, navy serge tailor-made gown, pink vest,
black velvet hat with pink roses and black ostrich
feathers ; Mrs Harry Bloomfield(n(e Miss Grierson, the
bride from Dunedin) wore silver-grey lustre with bands

of blue silk and fawn insertion, cream high-crowned hat

with yellow flowers and black quills ; Mrs Read Bloom-
field, brown flowered silk, brown bonnet with pink
roses ; Miss Reay, black merveilleux, autumn-coloured
hat ; Mrs Lowry (nie Miss Watt, from Napier), gen-
darme green cloth tailor-made gown, green-trimmed hat
with cream beefeater crown ; Mrs (Colonel) Dawson, very
stylish gaulois grey crepon with white silk trimmings ;
Miss Lizzie Gorrie, periwinkle blue lustre with fawn

trimmings, black hat with violets and goose’s quills;
Miss Sereta McLaughlin, navy serge tailor-made gown ;
Mrs Holgate, mushroom pink nun’s veiling, red toque
with black ostrich feathers ; Mrs Elliot, black ; Miss
Winnie Cotter was much admired in a blue and white
striped gown, hat trimmed ensuite; Miss Mary Gorrie,
Gobelin blue lustre trimmed with black silk; Miss Clay-
ton (Sydney), black silk with white silk let in the neck
veiled in pink net and spangles, black velvet hat with
pink flowers ; Mrs Alfred White (nee Miss Li'y Hamlin),
pale lilac merino trimmed with cream and lilac of a

darker hue, white hat with feathers ; Mrs Hamlin,
black silk ; Miss Little, black ; Miss Otway, navy serge ;
Miss Hay, dark skirt, purple blouse, hat with quills ;
Mrs Hay (Remuera), black silk with white vest veiled
in black, black bonnet with white; Miss Kate Hay,
navy tailor-made gown, black hat with red, vivid parasol ;
Mrs Herries, black mervellieux, red toque trimmed with
black ; Mrs Keesing, black silk ; Miss Keesing, black

silk, pink vest, black tulle toque with pink ; Mrs Alfred

Buckland, black silk with red bow at the neck, black hat

with red bows ; Miss Dunnett looked exceedingly well
in a splendidly-fitting grey check relieved with white
satin, white chip hat with feathers ; Mrs Walker (Ellers-
lie), black silk ; Mrs Forbes, grey lustre relieved with
pale blue ; Mrs Andrew Hanna, dark skirt, light blouse,
sailorhat ; Mrs Harry Tonks, electrique blue and cream

applique, black chip high-crowned hat ; Mrs Greenway,
navy tailor-made gown ; Miss Eva Firth, beige tailor-
made gown; Mrs Thompson, black silk, black bonnet
with yellow ; Miss Thompson, white embroidery gown,
rush hat with red poppies ; and her sister, dark costume ;
Miss Thomas, brown tailor-made gown ; the Misses Davy
(two), dark skirts, light blouses .• one wore a white chip
high-crowned hat, the younger a red ; Mrs Davy, black ;
Miss Leighton, violet serge; Miss Yonge, navy serge,
blue vest ; Miss Tina Grey, dark skirt, check blouse ;
Mrs Windsor and her sister were similarly attired in
dark skirts, spuice Orientalblouses ; Mrs Ansenne (Taka-
puna), a combination of navy and white ; Miss Ansenne,
brown ; Mrs Cottle, black silk ; Miss Brodie, neat-fitting
white lustre ; Miss Esme Elliot, dark skirt, grey blouse ;
Mrs Andrews, green check ; Mrs Beale, very pretty lilac
zephyr ; Miss Atkinson, pink ; Mrs Griffiths (nee Miss

McFarlane), a combination of fawn and blue; Miss

McFarlane, dark skirt, pink silk blouse. hat
with pink ribbons; Mrs Devore, navy; Mrs Nelson
Gamble and sister; Mrs Bodie, purple tailor-made
gown; Mrs Ranson, navy silk with silver sequins;
Mrs (Colonel) Craigh, dark costume with white vest ;
Miss Craigh, dark grey ; Mrs Tanner, grey lustre ; and
her daughter was similarly attired ; Mrs Sam Morrin,
beige tailor-made gown ; Mrs Ware, very effective cos-
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tume of mode grey with white applique, bonnet with ear

flower trimming; Miss Ware, pretty black and white
silk, Nil green hat; Miss Ida Thorne George, navy
tailor-made gown ; Miss Churton, brown gown ; Mrs

Tilly, dark grey satin, black tulle bonnet; Miss Tilly,
autumn-coloured dress, brown hat with ribbons en suite ;
Mrs Hope Lewis fawn tailor-made gown, red velvet
toque ; Mrs Robison, dark grey, black toque with pink
roses ; Miss Jackson, navy ; Miss Claire Smith,
navy ; Mrs Mercer, fawn cloth costume relieved
with blue; Miss Percival, fawn striped canvas gown;
Miss Wilkins, white gown with green bretelles; Miss

Maud Wilkins, white silk mousseline ; Mrs Isidor Alex-

ander, black silk with violet trimmings, black toque
relieved with violet ; Miss Stella Alexander, beige tailor-
made gown ; Mrs Edward Lewis, black ; Mrs Arthur
Nathan, black skirt, dahlia-coloured silk blouse, pink
cone-shaped hat ; Miss Nathan, black skirt, shot prune
blouse, white felt hat with white bows and green and

white coque feathers ; Miss Dolly Davis, dark skirt,
check blouse ; Miss Thorpe,cream ; MrsW. H. Churton,
grey lustre with old gold trimmings, toque en suite ; Mrs

Churton, black ; Mrs E. Buchanan,grey ; Mrs Devereux,
navy blue ; Miss — Devereux, beige tailor-made gown ;
Miss Moss Davis, slate grey tailor-made gown; Mrs

Lyons, black kyrle cloth, black hat with touch of red ;
Miss Fanny Johnstone, dark skirt, Gobelin blue blouse,
hat trimmed en suite: Miss Kirkwood, a combination of

beige and pink ; Miss Maggie McDonald, fawn; Mrs

Kilgour, grey brocade; Miss Neakes, grey gown, black

jacket; Miss Spiers, white pique, red straw hat ; Mrs E.
W. Burton, black lustre with mauve trimmings, floral
bonnet of white and mauve flowers ; Mrs Foster, fawn
gown with pink trimmings ; and many others. lam

going to add a few gowns which I had not space for on

the previous day :—Mrs Sherff, black silk finished with
vest and collar of pale heliotrope watered silk edged with
passementerie, bonnet en suite ; Mrs (Prof.) Seagar, black
lustre skirt, pink and ecru striped b’ouse, bonnet of

flowers en suite ; Miss Hill, bright pink cambric ; Miss
Eva Rich, dark costume, Welsh hat with pink flowers ;
Miss Shuttleworth, navy serge, white vest, sailor hat;
and her niece, Mrs Booth (Wanganui), looked very pretty
in a white serge, white felt hat with red quills; Miss
Gorrie, electrique grey with ecru lace ; Miss Mary Gorrie
slate grey ; Miss Griffiths, green (bronze moyen) melton

cloth, green fancy straw hat with ostrich feathers ; Mrs

Thompson, black merveilleux, black bonnet; Mrs (Col.)
Craigh, black costume with stylish winter jacket; Miss
Craigh, slate grey tailor-made costume; Mrs A. P.
Friend, b ack lustre, white vest, black toque with white
flowers ; and her little daughter wore navy, white
muslin hat ; Mrs Bodie, dark costume ; Miss Wil-
kins, black lustre, bright pink bodice, fashionable
hat; Miss May Chambers, grey gown with autumn-
coloured vest, hat with chrysanthemums en suite ;
Mrs Mair, cinnamon velvet, small hat en suite ; Mrs

Donald, dark costume, red toque with black feathers;
Miss Ring, yellow flowered French mousseline ; Miss

Cuff, brown tailor-made gown ; Miss Flora Thorpe,
white silk, black feather boa, black net hat with black

ostrich feathers; Mrs Walker (Ellerslie), dark green
check ; Miss Maud Buckland, navy tailor-made costume ;
Mrs Seccombe, fawn tailor-made gown, brown felt hat ;
Mrs Blair, dark green tailor-made costume.

On Saturday the

THIRD meeting

came off. The weather was as beautiful as on the pre-
vious days only much colder. The energetic secretary,
Mr W. Percival, must be congratulated on the smooth
manner in which all the arrangements were carried out

during these race meetings—races punctual, etc. Now
for the gowns. Vivid red parasols were en evidence. Mrs
Thomas Morrin (the president’s wife) wore a black
lustre skirt, pale blue silk blouse, black velvet high-
crowned hat with ostrich feathers ; Mrs (Colonel)
Dawson, dark skirt, pale pink taffeta silk blouse edged
with chiffon, parasol to match, sailor hat ; Mrs (Major)
Banks, black lustre, black bonnet with pink roses ; Mrs

Clifton, electrique blue tailor made gown, black velvet
hat ; Mrs George Bloomfield, white silk with narrow blue
stripe, royal blue velvet trimmings, black velvet picture
hat with pink roses ; Mrs Willie Bloomfield, grey and

white striped silk, lace epaulettes, green straw high-
crowned hat with quills and ribbons en suite; Mrs

Lowry, black fancy kyrle cloth, cape en suite, the upper
part being veiled in black lace figured in ecru, which

gave the appearance of applique, black velvet toque
with pink roses and black ostrich feathers, white parasol
with plaid stripes ; Mrs McLaughlin, black gown with
mauve ribbon round neck, black bonnet with mauve

flowers ; Miss McLaughlin, navy serge tailor-made gown,
cream vest ; Miss Dunnett, navy tailor-made gown, red

vest, navy boat-shaped felt hat; Mrs Mercer, violet tailor-
made gown ; Mrs Archie Clark, navy tailor-made gown ;
Miss Brodie, white serge ; Mrs Goodhue, dark green ;
Mrs Tanner, navy serge with red tie, red sailor hat ;
Miss Hay (Grafton Road), dark skirt, petunia blouse ;
Mrs Tewsley, peacock blue veiled in black lace ; Mrs

MacDonald, black gown, violet velvet hat relieved with

black ; Mrs H. Gorrie, black tailor made gown, very

pretty moss green bonnet relieved with heliotrope flowers ;
Miss Laird, a combination of black and lilas ; Miss Rose

Laird, reseda blue cloth tailor-made gown ; Mrs James
Russell, slate grey, bonnet with red; Misses Russell

(two), ardois grey fancy cloth trimmed with black as-

trachan fur, loose jackets to match, sailor hats ; Miss
Millie Cotter, Sultan red fancy cloth tailor made gown
faced with a brighter hue, red hat ; Miss Winnie Cotter,
electrique blue costume, hat with sky blue ribbons;
Mrs Charles Brown, dark skirt, autumn-coloured
brocaded blouse ; Mrs Harry Tonks, terre tailor-made
gown, black high-crowned hat ; Mrs Andrew Hanna,
brown tweed costume, autumn-coloured toque ; Mrs

Mair, a combination of brown velvet and Nil green
Liberty silk, fawn felt hat with ostrich feathers ; Miss
Eva Scherff, beige gown with flame-coloured collar and
plastron, finished with bands of passementerie, black
hat with roses en suite ; Mrs Cheeseman, black andwhite

striped silk ; Mrs W. Rathbone, bronze moyen green
tailor-made gown, black velvet hat with ostrich feathers ;
Mrs Lyons and Miss Aubrey both wore black costumes ;
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Miss Rose Bust, black skirt, green velvet blouse ; Mrs

Greenway, Miss Eva Firth, and Miss Thomas all wore

tailor-made gowns ; Mrs Robert Dargaville, mourning
costume; Miss Florence Thorpe, Lincoln green cloth
tailor-made costume, fawn felt hat with rose pink velvet
trimmings and black coque feathers ; Mrs E. Buchanan,
purple shot with green lustre, bonnet with violets to

match; Mrs Beale, mauve silk ; Mrs Blair, gendarme
green wave traced tailor-made gown ; Miss Blanche Pea-

cocke, peacock blue cashmere, white vest; Mrs Dennis-

ton, black skirt, salmon pink blouse, large black hat with
pink flowers ; her little daughter wore petunia velvet ;
Misses Cameron were similarly gowned in brown with
violets in hat ; Mrs Black ; Mrs Bodie, slate grey ; Mrs

Ranson, black lustre, black toque with autumn-coloured
ribbons ; Miss Clayton (Sydney), black skirt, pink blouse,
black hat with pink flowers; Mrs Walker (Ellerslie),
black silk, fashionable Nil green velvet high-crowned
bonnet ; Mrs Barter, electrique grey with ecru lace ; Mrs

Windsor, prune silk veiled in black net, toque of flowers ;
and her sister a pink and black striped gown ; Mrs Archie

Burton, navy tailor-made gown, hat with heliotrope
ribbons; Mrs Ernest Burton, dark skirt, light blouse

with green ribbons, green tulle bonnet with pink roses;
Miss Spiers, black skirt, striped blouse, hat with flowers ;
Misses Gorrie (two, Onehunga), grey; Miss Keesing,
black; Mrs Upfil, slate grey with fawn lace; Mrs

Hunt, brown ; Mrs and Miss Creagh ; Mrs Devereux,
green, bonnet en suite ; Miss Devereux, brown gown,
red hat with feathers; and her sister, navy ; Mrs
Colbeck (Parnell), black fancy kyrle cloth, black

velvet hat with wreath of pink roses ; Mrs Hope Lewis,
black with cream applique ; Miss Ida Thorne George,
dark green : Mrs Thompson, black ; Miss Thompson,
brown gown with fox fur, black hat with chrysanthe-
mums; and her sister, dark skirt, long fawn jacket,
green felt hat; Mrs Hay, black silk gown, bonnet of
black and white ostrich feathers ; Miss Kate Hay, Mrs
Foster ; Mrs Bamford, black silk trimmed with jet
beads, bonnet with brown and green ribbons ; Mrs and
Miss Ware, Mrs Friend and little girl; Mrs Masefield,
mode grey lustre, fawn bonnet with pink ; Mrs and Miss
Devore; Miss Binney, violet gown; Miss Alice Binney,
slate grey; Miss Tus. Binney, green cloth, pink vest

with black braid, black boat-shaped hat; Mrs

Brassey, black silk with old gold yoke and collar,
bonnet en suite; Miss Rathbone, grey; Miss Rees

(Gisborne) wore Prussian blue with black braid ;
Miss Percival, Mrs Nelson Gamble and sister; Mrs

Alfred White, electrique blue ; Miss Kelly, brown tweed,
sailor hat of red straw ; Misses Davy (two) ; Mrs Forbes,
black skirt, petunia blouse ; Mrs Robert Browning,
black lustre, black bonnet with mauve ribbons ; Miss

Kilgour, navy tailor-made gown ; Miss Wilkins, white
lustre, picture hat with ostrich feathers; Miss Maud
Wilkins, white grenadine with satin stripe, hat with
pink roses , Mrs Seccombe; Miss Griffiths, bronze green,
hat en suite; Mrs Reed, black silk gown, pink hat; Miss

Eva Rich ; Miss Daisy Stevenson, brown ; Miss Ida
Worsp, navy serge ; Miss Daisy Worsp, beige pink cloth,
red parasol ; Miss E. Tanner, grey lustre, black hat;
Miss Atkinson, pink, and her sister, navy with fox fur;
Mrs W. Churton, grey fancy cloth trimmed with white

bordered with silver passementerie, black hat with

pink gossamer veil; Mrs (Dr.) Bews; Miss Brook-

field, fawn tailor-made gown ; Mrs Sharland, black ;

Miss Wylde Browne, grey lustre ; and her sister wore

green, very becoming green velvet hat with white ostrich
feathers ; Miss Buckland ; Mrs Nichol, dark green ; Mrs

McCormick ; Miss Chadwick, navy trimmed with royal
blue ; Miss Churton, brown ; Miss Smith, grey striped
gown ; Miss Claire Smith, electrique blue with white
lace; Miss Wallnutt, pink and white striped zephyr ; Mrs

John Smith, brown camel’s hair, bonnet with green tulle

and pink flowers ; Miss Yonge, grey ; Miss Tina Grey,
brown; Mrs Grey, black mourning costume; Miss

Little, black gown, black hat with pink roses; Miss
Otway, blue print; Mrs Otway, black ; Miss Noakes,
green ; Miss Leighton, pinpie ; Misses Shirley Baker

(three); and many others whose namesIhave mentioned
at one or other of these meetings.

Phyllis Broune.

HAMILTON.

Dear Bee, April 24.
A VERY PLEASANT DANCE

came off on Easter Monday evening in the Public Hall.

About sixty were present. The hall was prettily bung
with flags, and the stage, decorated with evergreens, was

converted into a supper-room. The floor (mainly owing

to the exertions of Messrs W.and M. Hume) was in splen-
did order, and the music charming. Many compliments
werepaid from all directions to the musician. Miss Ander-
son (Cambridge), whose playing waschiefly instuniental in

making the dance so enjoyable She was assisted during
the evening by Mrs W. M. Hay and other lady friends
Amongst the visitors present were Mr and Mrs T. L.
Murray (Auckland), Mrs Von Berniwitz and Miss Belcher

(Thames), Mrs W. M. Hay (Papakura), Mrs J. Newell
and Miss Butters (Ponsonby) and Misses Gardiner (two)
There were several pretty dresses worn, amongst which

I noticed Mrs Drury, in black silk ; Mrs Hume, black
and pink ; Mrs J. Newell, yellow; Mrs Murray, black

silk, pale blue chiffon fichu ; Miss Hume, pretty mauve

crepon, pearl trimming ; Mrs Sandes, black silk ;
Miss Alice Sandes, cream ; Miss C. Wallnutt, pale green
brocaded silk; Miss Butters, pink, pink ribbon trim-

mings ; Misses F. and H. Graham, white ; Miss V.

Graham, pink ; Miss Selby, handsome brocaded satin ; Mrs
Cussen, black ; Miss T. Cussen, white silk ; Miss Newell,
pink ; Miss Gardiner, brown velvet ; Miss — Gardiner,
white; MissEliceJolly, pink ; Miss Holloway, yellow and
white. Much regret was expressed thatall the West End

tennis players (who tOuk part in Saturday’s matches)
were unable to remain for the dance, but owing to other

arrangements they were obliged to return to town on

Monday afternoon.
Zilla.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, April 22.

It seems heartless to start straight away with
prattle of our doings, however innocent, without think-

ing of those who have endured perils by land and perils
by sea during thisEaster time of ’97. Wrecks and loss
of life from in and around Napier and Wellington are

terrible, and the only thing to be done is to ungrudg-
ingly try to help those who have been desolated.
Visitors from Christchurch to Wellington and vice versd
spent most of their few days’ holiday on a very tempes-
tuous sea, some only getting about fifteen hours in

Christchurch before having to return, as those coming
south fared the worst. The Pollard Opera Company
could not open on Saturday evening, as half their people
and belongings had not arrived, but are in possession of
the Theatre Royal now, and on the holiday nights were

well patronised.
On Wednesday Mrs James Henderson gave a

PLEASANT LITTLE LUNCHEON PARTY

at her residence, Webb-street, chiefly for Mrs Kerr, of

Napier, who has been paying her a visit. Among the

guests were Mrs S. Gordon, Mrs G. Humphreys, Mrs E.
P. Houghton (Dunedin), Mrs (Dr.) Jennings, Mrs G.

Bennett, and Miss Walker. The table with its autumn

decorationslooked lovely ; vases of gaillardias with frost

touched asparagus on a yellow silk centre piece were

most dainty.
The threatening aspect of the weather prevented

many
CYCLING PARTIES

being got up, though individual riding on Good Friday
was much indulged in, as every available machine in the

place had been secured for that day weeks beforehand,
and people unwise enough to leave their cyclesat any of

the makers (that is, anyone wishing to sell them) for

sale may find them loaned out for days at a time, the
dealer turning an honest (?) penny on his own account.
One cycling party leaving Kaiapoi to spend Easter at
the Otira Gorge returned on Saturday night, the ele-
ments being so unfavourable. On Monday Mr and Miss

Kinsey, Mr and Mrs C. W. Hill and Mr F. Barkas rode

to the Ashley Downs via Woodend and back. Mr and
Mrs F. M. Wallace doing the Kaiapoi trip, and dozens of

similar small parties.
For the

RACES AT RICCARTON

on Monday the weather was perfect up to late in the

afternoon, which was only kind to enable the happy pos-
sessors of seal capes, though only ‘electric’ seal, and
other new and fashionable wraps to be worn with com-

fort. The new electric seal has a very good appearance,
but the wear has to be proved ; but the difference in the

price is, of course, immense. Capes of all kinds for
wraps are still the favourite garments, owing to the ease

with which they are adjusted. We missed many of the
old faces, notably, Mr and Mrs G. G. Stead, Mr and Mrs

P. Campbell, the Hon. Mrs E. W. Parker, etc. Many

visitors from the North Island were also absent. Some

really choice gowns were worn, and the bright colouring
of hats and bonnets gave a most charming appearance.
Mrs R. H. Rhodes looked well in figured silk canvas of
black and magenta, black swathe belt, white revers on

bodice, floral toque with chine bows; Mrs A. E. G.

Rhodes, black satin skirt and shot silk blouse, large
black hat trimmed with green velvet, cream lace and

feathers, short velvet cape; Mrs G. Rhodes (Clare-
mont), fawn cloth coat and skirt, floral toque of

pink ; Mrs Wason (Corwar), grey corduroy costume,

white vest, white felt hat; Mrs Pitman, dark red

cloth costume braided with black, zouavefinished with

fur, hat to match ; Mrs Peacock, handsome black

brocade, bonnet relieved with yellow and bear boa ; Mrs

E. C. J. Stevens, black and white costume, bonnet with

forget-menots and handsome velvet mantle; Mrs J. D.

Hall, brown coat and skirt, hat to match ; Mrs

Stephenson (Dunedin), rich black brocade finished with

lace and jet, green straw bonnet with wallflowers and

ribbon ; Mrs Boyle, black and white striped silk, toque
with pink flowers ; Mrs G. Gould, dark terracotta cloth

with velvet zouave, empire belt of silk, white hat with

feathers ; Mrs C. Lewis, black fancy cloth with helio-

trope silk vest, handsome fur-trimmed velvet mantle,
pretty black and green bonnet ; Mrs H. Wood, black

dress with fancy silk vest and cream lace, black and pink
toque ; Mrs Ogle, black and green costume, hat tomatch

with pink flowers; Mrs Babington, brown costume,

bonnet to match, black mantle with fur ; Miss

Fraser-Tytler, black princess dress, short seal jacket
large black hat and feathers ; Miss Moorhouse, black
fancy silk with pale green trimmings, hat to match ;
Mrs Ranald Macdonald, navy blue braided with black,
red and black hat ; Miss Cowlishaw, navy blue costume,
black hat with chine ribbon and fancy wing ; Miss G.
Cowlishaw, dark green fur-trimmed costume, becoming
hat with handsome shot bows ; Miss Palmer, very pretty
costume of green with violet vest covered with lace, hat

trimmed to match ; Miss Deamer, brown coat and skirt,
brown het with pink roses, bear boa. There were many
other attractive gowns to be seen on the lawn, and I

might go on to an unlimited extent.

Dolly Vale.

WELLINGTON.

Dear Bee, April 23.
the social

which was given to the Premier and Mrs Seddon the

evening before their departure was a most pleasant
affair. The Drill Shed was made to look quite bright
and pretty with bunting and pot plants, etc. A comfort-
able pavilion was arranged with easy chairs, and across

the top was the motto of the women’s social and politi-
cal league, ‘ Advance with courage,’ in gold letters

mounted on a crimson ground. During the evening re-

citations were given by Mr A. S. Patterson and Mrs

Plimmer, after which dancing was indulged in up to an

early hour in the morning. Mrs Wilson and Mrs

Schoch, both members of the League, received the

guests. Mrs Wilson was wearing a black silk
gown relieved with yellow silk ; Mrs Schoch wore

black silk and lace ; Mrs Seddon looked well

in a handsome black satin gown, the bodice trimmed
with old lace; Miss Seddon, scarlet figured silk gown
trimmed with black velvet ; Miss Mary Seddon looked

very nice in a sky blue silk gown trimmed with chiffon
to match ; Mrs F. Dyer, black silk gown trimmed with

net and satin ribbon ; Mrs Hall-Jones, prune-coloured
silk trimmed with black lace ; Mrs Fisher, black silk

trimmed with jet and lace; Mrs J. K. MacDonald,
handsome black and white brocade trimmed with jet
embroidery ; Miss MacKenzie, cream silk and lace; Mrs

Hamer, black silk skirt, pretty pale pink evening
blouse ; etc. Mrs MacDonald, after making a very suit-

able fare veil speech,presented Mrs Seddon with alovely
bouquet of flowers. Mrs Seddon replied, and Mr Seddon
also made a short speech.

Mrs John Duncan gave a very jolly little dinner party
on Thursday night. It was given as a farewell to Miss

Eila and Mr Alga Williams, who are leaving for Eng-
land next week. A few of the guests were Mr and Mrs

lan Duncan, Mr and Mrs W. Turnbull, the Misses Wil-

liams (2), Ro-e, and Messrs Williamsand Higginson.
Mrs Higginson is giving an afternoon ‘ At Home ’ on

Friday.

Ophelia.

An attempt was made to introduce a new dance into

England last winter. It goes with a musical composi-
tion known as the ‘Washington Post.’ The music is

very pretty, and was heard throughout the London

season when any of the great bands played ; but it ap-

pears to be reserved for thecountry to bring it into vogue

for dancing. It is, in its way, unique. Those who take

part in it start in couples, not face to face, but one be-

hind the other, touching each other’s hands with arms

fully outstretched, the right higher than the left. The

step is quite easy, and accords well with the music ; a

glissade twice over, each way, and then outwards. The

drawback is that a tiained dress is apt to be trodden on.

AT the Chrysanthemum Show held on the 23rd of last

month at Napier under the auspices of the Napier Hor-

ticultural and Florists’ Association, some very fine
blooms were shown. The most successful among the ex-

hibitors was Mr Vigor Brown, who, in addition to carry-
ing off three champion prizes, was to the fore in all de-

partments. He was first in no fewer than ten classes,
the beauty of his flowers being much admired. Mr

Theakstone and Mr J. B. Teychenne were also very suc-

cessful. The proceeds of the exhibition go to the Flood
Fund.

The fifty-mile championship of Victoria has been won

by J. Megson on Dunlop tyres.

MOTHERS SHOULD REMEMBER
whenaelectli>R an artlflcial Food for thetr fratHea

THREE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF

It I* easily Digestible and very Assimible and Nourishing.
It Is readily soluble and may be prepared in a few seconds.
It is free from husks and indigestible matter, which would cause Irritation

MELLIN'S POOD lor Infants and Invalid. may la- ohlamrd of all Dealer* throughout the World

6. MELLIN. MARLBORO* WORKS, PECKHAM, LONDON, ENGLAND.
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A VALET OF TWO CENTURIES.

(BY VIRGINIA WOODWARD CLOUD.)

HAD
another pointed him out as my

future man servant I should have

resented the reflection upon my

taste and discrimination. But on a certain

morning an old man, made grotesque by a

snutf colonred coat and a very high stock,

presented himself at my lodgings and in-

quired if I were in need of a valet.

From my desk I surveyed him in sur-

prise To no one had I confided my inten-

tion of securing a valet. I felt, too, that

the ruddy, round-calved individual whose

prototype was employed by my more for-
tunate legal associates held nothing in

common with the figure confronting me.

He was a peculiarly wiry old man, with
dark, twinkling eyes, and with scanty gray

hair brushed straight back, giving, except
when he turned his head, the impression of

a queue. He held a flat crowned bat, and

when he bowed it lay upon his heart.

* How do yon know I want a valet ?’ I

inquired, when 1 had ascertained his name.

Doubles answered, with a deprecating
shrug, * Young gentlemen who come into

property usually need additional servants.'

• Ah '. then you saw it there !’ I tapped
the morning paper, which had an item

about a streak of luck that hadrecently be-

fallen me.

The old man bowed with lowered eye-
lids. I asked his reference. Doublex

shrugged again. He could have given
superb reference long ago, he assured me.

He had not entered service for many years.
What need ? An old man has few wants

and no wishes.

Still I hesitated, trying to place the old

fellow's ace at a convenient date. Fifty?
Sixty? His old world manner ! Seventy?
Eighty ? His agility and alertness !

I played with my pen and casually sur-

veyed him. I met two dark eyes fixed

upon me with a penetrating mournfulnes«.
indescribable.

I was about to go down into Cheswick
and investigate a certain property which I

had leased. I knew nothing about the

neighbourhood, nor the requirements of

my position as country squire. I intended

taking a man down with me—a florid Joe

or John, who would turn his hand to any-

thing, and, when not on duty, smoke his

pipe at the country tavern.

‘ You have had experience T I asked.
Again the old man bowed. His experi-
ence. he could assure me, had been long
and varied.

His age ? This time the shrug was mani

fest, but his manner perfectly respectful.
He begged to suggest that he was at his

employer s service, ace and al). He would

take pains to adapt his age to the require
ments of bis position.

And I engaged Donblex on the spot.
The es ate in Cheswick, known as Gray

Hollows, was. like some ancient belles,
theremains of beauty and elegance. Old

storybooks would have described it aa a

lordly pile. The lordly pile, however, was

now reduced to a front and one wing, with

walls thick enough to have sheltered Mora
vian nuns, and which still showed dusty
tracing suggestive of the abode of old

tapestry. I have always felt strangely in
touch with the past. Its glamour and

tradition run in my very veins, and in an

idle moment I set to work to investigate
annals, records and letters, so as to fami-

liarise myself with the history of my fore-
fathers.

The original owner of Gray Hollows was

a wealthy bachelor, who adopted his two

nephews, Henry Eastman and Beverly
Lane. These two boys were first cousins,
and Henry Eastman was his uncle’s
favourite, and was afterward my great-
grandfather.

When the cousins attained their majority
their uncle died, leaving a will which, to

the surprise of the community, bequeathed
his entire property to Beverly Lane, thereby
rendering Henry Eastman penniless.
Furthermore, this incident was handed
down from father to son ; that when

Beverly Lane entered upon his inheritance

and took possession of Gray Hollows, be
gave a ball, regardless of his uncle’s recent

death, and after the ball fought aduel with

bis cousin. Henry Eastman, in the grounds
of Gray Hollows.

Tradition attributed this to the mutual
love of the two cousins for the daughter of

a neighbouring squire. It appeared that
the girl favoured Henry Eastman, but was

afterwards forced into an engagement with

Beverly Lane, and died before the wed-
ding.

On the night of the duel Henry Eastman

disappeared from Gray Hollows, to reap-
pear in history as an officer in the war.

After this, he lived a quiet life, and died
honoured and beloved. But at the last my

great-grandfather broke through the re-

serve which characterised him and confided
to his only son that be had always sus-

pected his cousin, Beverly Lane, to have
been guilty of treachery respecting their
uncle’s will. But, being without absolute
proof, he had silently resigned that which
he believed to be bis right rather than bring
so terrible an accusation against one of his
family.

His last words were these, spoken to my
grandfather.

•Never forget that I believe Gray
Hollows to be yours by inheritance, for I
was in my uncle’s confidence. Time may
yet right you.’

Meanwhile, Beverley Lane had become a

lawless, dissipated man, who squandered
his inheritance and was notoriously brutal
to his slaves. He had one son, who fol-

lowed closely in his father’s footsteps, and
who in his old age parted with Gray Hol-
lows toa man to whom he owed a great deal
of money.

This much I learned of the old estate in

Cheswick, and it whetted my interest con-

cerning it. But I was an orphan, and my
exertions had only proved sufficient to en-

able me to keep a small office, and put a

shingle out, when, all unexpectedly, at this

pericd, I inherited a comfortable income
from an aunt of my mother.

After the delighted freedom of drawing
independent breath and not feeling any
anxiety respecting my breakfast on the
morrow, I bethought me of the home of my
ancestors. Property agents informed me

that the old place had been closed for a

generation, and that the owner, who had

received it from the son of Beverly Lane,
was an old man, ending a disreputable
career at Monte Carlo. His efforts to sell

Gray Hollows had been in vain, and the

estate was about to pass under the
hammer. Then I stepped in at the nick of
time and leased it for a year, with the re-

fusal of it at the end of that period.
Il came about, therefore, that early in

the fall I sat smoking in the library of
Gray Hollows, recalling these eventsof a

fortnight back, and feeling not nnlike the
hero of a novel.

I, Henry Eastman, formerlyimpecunious
lawyer, was sole possessor of the home of

my forefathers. What mattered it that

the left wing was a fragmentary pile of
rock and blackberry vines and the plaster
crumbling from thehall, and that at nights
rats ran riot behind my library shelves ?

Time could remedy that. Meanwhile, the

old books were there, unmolested saving by
dust, and the tarnished sconces now held

candles and the mammoth fireplace a

burning log.
I had engaged a woman to work by the

day, and oneof the many silent chambers
above stairs was made habitable for my
use. In my first excited enthusiasm I be-

lieved that I could live forever within the
silent walls of Gray Hollows. Then,
too, I possessed an additional luxury.
Circumstances adapted themselves to my
band in a surprising manner; my tastes
were catered to as if by one who had known
them since my childhood, and in the midst
of my novel experience, had I paused to

analyze the situation and the supreme
cause of success, I should undoubtedly have

said—Donblex.
1 do not claim that so pet feet a servant

never lived, but that two such could never

have fallen to my share. How the old

fellow divined my most intimate tastes I
did not question. I took the gifts of the

gods and was duly thankful.

My valet was noiseless, uncommunica-

tive ; never in evidence, and unfailing, to

the nicest point, in the discharge of his
duties. Nor yet did he smoke a pipe at the
tavern. Hie sole recreation was apparently
to wander around the old place, threading
his way here and there among the briers
and debris, or to stand aimlessly in the
shadow of the ruined left wing of the house,
gazing at the landscape, and making a

figure strangely in accordance with its

autumnal decay.
At first I remonstrated. Did he never

rest ? Nor wish to stroll to the village ?
The cook complained that he was forever
wandering about.

Doublex bowed low and thanked me ;
that was all. It was then that I recognized
an impassable bar of reserve between my
old man servant and me. If there was

clear consciousness, it lay with Doublex.
I could not explain it, but he baffled me.

One evening, after sunset, I strolled to

and fro on the terrace, when I beheld the
snuff coloured figure of my valet hastening
down the path of Gray Hollows and disap-
pearing rapidly between the trees below.
The leaves lay in neutral hued piles be-
neath them, and he went so rapidly that

impulsively I followed him. Down the

winding path sped old Doublex, and I

after, keeping him in view through the
paling light. There was an abrupt incline
at the foot of the lawn—one of the misty,
gray hollows which bad no doubt given the
place its name—and near by was a little
gate, which I surmised was the side en-

trance to my neighbour’s place
Brought to an abrupt standstill at the

hedge, I looked round for Doublex. He
waa not in tight. Instead, I faced a young

woman who leaned upon the gate, and

who moved aside at my unexpected ap-
pearance.

I made some lame apology, and ex-

plained that I bad hurried down the hill

after my old man ; that I was not aware

that there was a gate in the hedge : but

she smiled and opened the gate.
* Mr Eastman is it not? I am Rose

Latane,' she said. * Gray Hollows has

been closed for so long a time that we are

in the habit of using this gate as the

shorter way to the road.’

I interrupted by beseeching her to con-

tinue the use of the wicket gate, and in
reply she said:

* Will you not go with me, then, to meet

my mother? We are so near neighbours
that I would not have you think so nn-

neighbourly.'
She opened the gate and I passed

through. I recall to this day the sound of

the latch clicking and the odour of late
honeysuckle I was conscious of an im-
pression that I had dreamed of Rose
Latane; that I bad walked that box-

grown path before, and had heard the

‘ One bird singing alone to its nest ’ and

had seen the • One star over the tower.’

It was the next morning when I sat
before my fire; for the mornings were cool.

I summoned Doublex, and before his name

had been repeated he stood beside me.
* You don’t make noise enough,

Donblex,’ I said ; * I dislike to be startled.
You disappeared very suddenly yesterday
evening. What takes you down to the

hollow so often ?’

Only his habit of walking, he assured
me. He hoped he had not affended me.

•No—no!’ I replied, repentantly, re-

marking bis sad countenance ; * you are a

good old fellow, Doublex. Walk all you
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gavehim a cold. The cold, neglected,
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sent him to a bed of sickness. A dose

of Ayer's Cherry Pectoral, taken at
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in the bud and saved the sickness,

suffering, and expense. The house-
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of heart, pain in or under breastbone, shortness of
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• lar power, gloomy, remorseful, fearful of something
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wish You have lived in Cheswick, I be-
lieve*

Yea-, Doublet had been there long be-
fore.

* With whom did you live !* I inquired.
He replied that hie master was dead.

Ah, yes, they wereall sone long ago 1 The

old man sighed, and his eyes were

strangely mournful. Why was it they
always seemed to look beyond and through
me!

I arose impatiently. Iwas notional.
‘You have heard of Mrs Latane'a family,

then !* I said, while striking a match.
Yes—oh, yee ! For the first time Dou-

bles teemed to awaken. There had been a

Min Rose Latane onee, he had heard.
She was a famous belle, who died unmar-

ried. Ab. well many belles have remained
unmarried. Doubles paused, and I
smoked. Then he remarked that there
was a young lady at the nest place whose
name was also Rose. Yes—yes, Rose !

She, too, was very beautiful. No doubt
a descendant of the older Miss Latane’a
family.
Iwas surprised at the interest and ob-

servation shown by Doubles on this point,
and smoked in silence, waiting for him to

continue. Hesitatingly he did so, eyeing
me all the while.

Only an hour before he had seen the
young lady go through the wicket gate.
She was doubtless even then returning in

the lane. It was a beautiful morning-
beautiful.

Again Doubles eyed me. I flung my
cigar into the fire without a word and
caught up my cap and rushed out into the
frosty sunlight, with my heart throbbing
one refrain, * Rose ! Rose ! Rose !'

I plunged through dry leaves, and, sure

enough, met her passing through the little
gate. As we went up the garden path
together I saw old Doubles standing by
the wall of the ruined wing, evidently
watching us. But I didnot care. Iwould
not deny to a soul that which was patent
to myself. I was desperately in love, and

at first eight. For from the momentwhen
I saw Rose Latane first at the wicket gate
I realized without hesitancy that she was

the one womanwhom I wished to marry—-
nay, whom I intended to marry !

From that time on I was conscious that
my infatuation was wholly perceived by
old Doubles, and that in some unaccount-

able manner he bad Mt himself to help me

on with my suit. But no sign of what he

divined did the old man give. I did not

pause even to question myself, for in a

fortnight after my arrival at Gray Hollows
my fate laystraight before me, and Roee
Latane alone bad the solving of it.

On the night of November 30th I sat in

the library drawing plane for the future

renovation of Gray Hollows, and although
I bad not yet broached a word of my feel-
ing to Rose, I found myself arranging
rooms according to what I thought would
be the taste of her whom I hoped to bring
as the future mistress.
I felt unaccountably restless. The day

had been cold and cheerless—an abrupt
change from days preceding.

The wind swept around the old place,
and rattled the windows and screamed up

the chimneys, and made me unsettled and
nervous. I had found no exeuM to call

upon my neighbour, which fact was no

doubt the key-note of my mood. I strove

vainly to divert myself by investigating
the contents of anold diary which had been
kept by my great-grandfather, and which
was afterwards left me among my father’s
personal possessions. But I could settle
to nothing, and was dissatisfied and brood-

ing, like the weather.

I had to own, too, that I was growing
tired of the ancient figure of Doublex. An
unusual spirit seemed to have entered into

the oldman that day. He was uncomfort-
ably in evidence whenever I desired soli-
tude, and he appeared in the library hour

after hour without excuse, and was almost
officious in his effort toremain near me or

to be of service. I appreciated the unac-

countable devotion with which I bad ap-
parently inspired my old servant, but it

palled upon me, and he persisted in fixing
his eyes upon me with an eager sort of

wistfnlness which made me feel antieipa-
tive. By night I had pretty well deter-
mined to get another and a youthfully
robust valet, more in accordance with my
own age and less harmonious with that of

Gray Hollows.
I found myself inexcusably vexed with

old Doublex. Perhaps we are all more or

less vexed with that which we cannot

understand. I looked for some fault for
which I might upbraid him ; but Doublex
was provokingly correct—too correct.

During the evening I read for a while in

my great-grandfather's diary, picking out

a date here and there, and deciphering
with difficulty the fine, old-fashioned
handwriting ; but at last, when the clock
struck eleven, I put the book away and
threw myself upon the lounge in a corner,

with my hand shading my eyes, and fell to

dreaming about Rose.
Suddenly I was aware that Doublex

stood before me. I had not heard him
enter, and was about to make on Irritated
remark about his unnecessary quietness,
when, to my surprise, ho beckoned to me.

Bewildered, I sprang up to seethe figure of
the old man disappearing out of the door.
I hurriedly followed him through the ball
and out of the house.

It was now a windless night, and moon-

light, white and mysterious, lay over Gray
Hollows. Straightahead went old Doublex
to his usual haunt—the ruined left wing—-
and I after him. Then I stopped short,
utterly bewildered and smazed. I had

been brought to a standstill, not by a

scattered pile of stonework, but by the left
wing of Gray Hollows, looming dark and

undestroyed above me. Near by, with his
mournful gaze upon me, was the figure of

old Doublex.
I could not speak nor make a sound.

Some dumbness oi brain as well as of tongue
was upon me. Mechanically I waited. The
lights shone through thewindows,and within
I could see a ballroom, with figures moving
to and fro in a stately dance. Jewels flashed
and red lips smiled. Plumed heads bowed
and brilliantbrocades in groups ofcolour met

and parted in the dance. Suddenly I started,
and my brain throbbed. She was there be-
fore me! Roee ! My Rose ! Did I not know
hereyes—her smile! Beneath the powdered
coiffure and waving feathers Roee Latane
passed before me in the dance. Surely I
was dreaming ! Surely I would awaken
presently ! I strove to rush forward to

satisfy myself that I slept, to break the
mystery or the dream ; but, like an iron
grasp, the inscrutable gaze of old Doublex
was upon me. I could not move.

Two figures approached the Rose of the
dance, and one of them resembled myself.
Yes, in spite of the powdered hair and
courtly dress, it was my own face. Where
or when bad I done the same! Where
and when had I seenor heard of the other!

Aha ! The old story of the ball, on the
night when Beverly Lane came into his

inheritance 1 The two cousins ! With the
rapidity of a dream, all which then trans-

pired flashed upon my bewildered vision.
Roee turned and laid her hand upon the

arm of the young man who resembled my-
self, and the other, with a malignant look
of hatred, turned on his heel and left

them;
In the shadow of night, with the figure

of old Doublex beside me, I marked what

then passed. It was with the lightning-
like transition of thought. The guests
left with no sound of hoof or wheel. One
by one the lights were extinguished in
Gray Hollows. Presently two figures de-
scended the steps to the terrace, and thence

down the path toward the hollows, and
silently we followed them, old Doublex
and I.

In a moonlit space below, the young men

paused. There was a gleam of steel, and
then one of them spoke Was it the voice
of my inner spirit! Surely I had heard it
all before.

* Wait, Beverly Lane ’. This is of your
own seeking. Were you worthy of her I
should speak no word ; but I shall strive to

protect her. Once more I ask you by what

means you gained possession of my inheri-
tance—for I had our uncle’s assurance that

so it would be !'
* Dog ! Liar ! She is mine '. Gray

Hollows is mine !’
The words cut the air simultaneously

with two swords. There was a flashing of

steel ; the first speaker made a swift lunge,
and the second sprang back with the blood

flowing from his band. Then the other put
up his sword.

* There! I do not wish to kill you,

Beverly ! I go, but Time shall yet tes-
tify—’

He plunged into the gray underbrush of

the hollows and disappeared. There was

the faint sound of horses’ hoofs, and the
other stood in the moonlight with his
bleeding hand held high.

* Aba ! You leave the field, my brave
soldier ! She is mine now, and you shall
pay dear for this blood ! Who shall Time
employ! Who shall testify against me!'

* I !—I shall !’

The figure of old Doublex was no longer
beside me. He stood in the space, with the
moonlight on his gray hair. The younger
man started back with an oath.

* I shall, Master Beverly ! 1 shall testify
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yet for Master Harry ! I saw yon burn

master’s will on the night of his death ! I
saw yon make another ! Ay, old Donblex

shall testify—’
With a wild expression of rage the

younger man turned upon the older. His
blade Hew through the air, and Donblex
fell with a cry to the ground. He threw

his hands upward.
• I shall not rest till I have testified— ’
Again the blade fell. In a frenzy of

effort I strove to tear myself from the

lethargy wrapping me, and to throw my-

self upon the fiend who stood langhing in

the moonlight. With supehnman effort I
cried alond and dashed forward. I fell.

My bead struck a stone, and there was

darkness.
•Of course it was a dream, and yon

walked in yonr sleep !’ said my wife, con-

clusively, some time afterwards, when the
mistress of Gray Hollows was esconced by
her own hearthstone; ‘ for when we fonnd

yon yon were lying in the path near the

hollow, quite unconscious. Had I not

been sitting up nnnsnally late, and heard

you cry out, you would have lain there all

night.’ I shivered in spite of myself.
•Of courseit was a dream !’ said Rose,

briskly, while she eyed me.

■ And the Rose of the ball ?’ I said.
• And Doublex ’ Was Donblex a dream,

tool Yon have seen the old fellow often !’
Rose was silent. We had trod this

gronnd often in the preceding weeks of my

convalescence. She tapped her foot im-
patiently upon the hearth.

• Such things are ridiculous ! Of course

it is a coincidence that I happened to have

a great-grandaunt who was engaged to one

Beverly Lane, and who died before the
wedding, and of course it is a coincidence
that your old valet disappeared on the

night of—of yonr accident. I’m snre lam

glad he is gone ! The old mummy !’
In reply, I took from my desk the diary

kept by my great grandfather, Henry
Eastman.

•I discovered two things yesterday,’ I

said. * This is the first,’ and I opened at a

certain page and read alond :
•February 20th, 1776.—1 am sorely

troubled to have news of the sndden death
of Doublex. Ihave felt that the old place
still held a link with the past whilst Dou-
blex remained. He has been a most

faithful friend to my nncle and me, and

my attendant since childhood. I have

some untoward foreboding and fear about
the cause of his death, which, it is said,
was caused by an accident in the grounds
of Gray Hollows on the night of November
30oh, at which date I left my old home.

Perhaps Time may help me to unravel still
another unpleasant mystery ’’

I closed the old book, and Rose looked
at me with startled eyes.

‘ Come, and I will show you the other

discovery,’ I said.
She pnt on her wraps and followed me

down the path of Gray Hollows, which,
even in the wintry sunlight, held so vivid
a recollection for me that I shrank from

treading it. I led near the wicket gate,
and across the hollow to a sequestered spot,
overgrown by brambles. There, amid a

mass of dead nndergrowth, was a monnd.
The stone, a small one, had long before
fallen face downward, and lay half em-

bedded in the earth. But the day before I

had nnearthed it and turned it over and
scraped the moss and mould from its face.
The inscription was -. —

JULES DOUBLEX.
AGED SEVBNTV-TWO YEARS. :

November 30th, 1776.

I turned away, and Rose followed me up
the path without a word.

When we gained the terrace and stood in
the sunlight she laid her hand npon my
arm with a sigh of relief.

• Admitting that such things could ever

happen,’ she said, *it is satisfactory to
know that we were intended for each other.

And your man-servant may have been the
great-grandson of that one, you know.'

She nodded toward the hollow.
• Perhaps,' I said, to satisfy her. Then

I looked from the rained wing of Gray
Hollows through the bare trees to where I
had stood in some suspended moment of

my existence, and I shook my head. • But
we shall never see old Doublex again.’
And it is needless to say that we never

did.

ENGLAND’S WHITE SLAVES.

Eight hundred years ago, says the St.

Louis Republic, all of the large cities of

England had regular slave markets for the

sa'e of white slaves from all parts of the
kingdom. -In the ‘Life of Bishop Wulf-

stand,' the writer says :— * It was a moving
sight to see in the public markets rows of

young people of both sexes tied together
and srld like cattle—men, unmindful of

their obligations, delivering into slavery
their relatives, and even their own child-

ren. In another part of this work it is
noted that these slaves were

* particularly
young women of fine proportions and of
great beauty.*

UNSOLICITED PRAISE.

GRATITUDE OF A NEWTOWN
INHABITANT.

It is an old saying that one volunteer is
worth ten pressed men, and when we re-

ceive unsolicited testimony as to the value
or efficacy of any particular article
we are inclined to place double value on

such voluntary statements, more especially
when they hail from old-established and

respected men of business. It was in view

ot the foregoing paragraph that a reporter
interviewed Mr Charles Green, provision
dealer of 4, Alice-street, Newtown, who for

the last four years has been a martyr to

indigestion, accompanied by a dry hacking
cough.

Our reporter, on making himself known

to Mr Green at hie pleasant home in New-
sown, asked,

** Is it true that you have been suffering
for over four years from indigestion, Mr

Green
“It is, indeed, and it has been so bad at

times that I have often felt tempted to go

up to a stranger in the street and get him
to punch me in the back. I have often bad
friends to do it, and simple as it waa it gave
me relief for a time.”

“ Did you have any other ailment at the
time, Mr Green !’’

“Yes, I also suffered from a nasty cough
in the summer time ; it wae also on me on

and off for about the same as the indiges-
tion. As an example, I would cough and
immediately a lot of thick black phlegm
would fly up into my mouth. I presume it

came from my chest, on account of the
ticklish feeling I would feel there. For
that I have taken numerous concoctions,
including cod liver oil,which didmenogood,
but now I am thankful to say I feel grand,
and hope the cough will not return. In one

sense I miss it, as I have been acquainted
with it so long, but it is a very welcome

miss.”
“Towhat do you attribute this marvel-

lously happy alteration in your health, Mr
Green !”

“To one medicine alone, and that is Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People, for
from nearly the first pill I felt relief, and
an improvement in my appetite. I went

steadily on taking them, until ] got as I am

now, and there doesn’t seem much the

matter with me now, does there !”
“Indeed, no, Mr Green, you look the

very picture of health and strength.”
“ I feel so, and I assure you that 1 have

such unbounded faith in their restorative

properties that I have recommended them
to plenty of my customers, numbers of
whom are taking them, observing the won-

derful improvement in my health and

condition. Why I have actually gained
141 b in weight since taking them, and I
continue to put on weight c'aily. I learnt
of them first through an advertisement in
one of the papers, and I can truthfully
state that they have doneall and more than
I expected them to do.”

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills create new

blood, build up the nerves, and thus drive
disease from the system. In hundreds of
cases they have cured after all other
medicines have failed, thus establishing the

claim that they are a marvel among the

triumphs of modern medical science. The
genuine Pink Pills are sold only in boxes,
bearing the full trade mark, “ Dr.

Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People.”
Protect yourself from imposition by refus-

ing any pill that does not bear the
registered trade mark around the box.

They are now obtainableof all Chemists,
and from Dr. Williams’ Medicine Company
Wellington, N.Z., at 3s a box, or six for
15s 9d ; but are genuine only with full
name, Dr. Williams' Pink Pills for Pale
People.

GREATER THAN THE KING.

During a campaign in Silesia Frederick
the Great made it his habit to stroll
through his camp in disguise at night, bo
come into closer relations with his soldiers.
One night he was stopped by a sentry, bnt
giving the proper password, was permitted
to proceed. Instead of doing so, however,
he endeavoured to tempt the sentry into
accepting a cigar, saying that a smoke
would solace his long watch.

* It is against the rales,’ said the soldier.
* Bub you have my permission,' said

Frederick.
* Your permission !' cried the soldier.

• And who are yon f
* I am the King.’
* The King be hanged 1’ said the incor-

ruptible sentry.
* What would my captain

say T’

THE OLDEST UNIVERSITY.

The oldest university in the world is El

Azhar, meaning * the splendid,’ situated at

Cairo. It is the greatest Mohammedan
school, and has clear records dating from
976.

MAKING CLOUDS AND RAIN.

If anybody would like to produee elouds
and rain on asmall scaleit is easy to do so,

according to Professor L. Errera, who de-

scribes the process in del et Terre. He ad-

vises that the experiment be made with a

cylindrical vase of Bohemian glass about
eight inches in height and five inches in

diameter. It should be filled half full of

strong alcohol, about 92 per cent, pure,
covered with a porcelain saucer, and
warmed in a hot-water bath. It must be
warmed for quite a while, so that the
liquid, vase and cover may attain a high
temperature without bringing the alcohol
to the boiling point. Then the whole
should be removed to a wooden table, tak-
ing care nob bo agitate bhe fluid, and re-

sults may be awaited.
The warm liquid will continue to send up

anabundance ofalcoholic vapours. In afew
minutes the porcelain cover will be sofar

cooled that the vapour nearest to it will
begin to condense, and thus very clearly
visible elouds will be formed. Presently
these clouds will begin tn resolve them-
selves into tiny droplets of rain, which will
fall vertically into the liquid- There will
be countless numbers of these raindrops,
and the interesting spectacle may goon for
a half hour.

At first the vapours will rise quite up to

the porcelain cover, but as the whole cools
the condensation will occur at a lower
level. Then there will be a perfectly clear
zone above the cloud zoue, and nature will
be exactly reproduced, except that in the
place of water, everything is made of
alcohol. The clear space above will re-

present the pure sky, below which are the
clouds, condensing into rain, which is re-

turned to the liquid, representing the ocean

from which it came. Thus this experi-
ment illustrates in miniature the whole
aqueous circulation of the atmosphere.

SHE PLAYED HER CAROS WELL

The fair young woman looked her be-

jewelled and florid employer coldly in the
face.

‘ No. Mr Boodlemuch,’ she said, ‘ I can-

not afford to make social acquaintances of

those whom I meet in my business life. I
must decline to goto dinner with you this
evening, and I shall certainly not attend
the opera in your company. lam exceed-
sorry, for you have been kind bo me. If I
have displeased you, be it so. I cannot
help it. lam your typewriter. It ill be-
comes one of my station to speak so to the
man whom the whole business world fears

and honours, and npon whom society has

smiled- Yet I speak from the heart.
They were married a week later.

HOW SHE MANAGED IT.

When M :ss Kingsley, the naturalist,
visited the rivers of West Africa, she ex-

perienced some difficulty in securing a

proper degree of privacy for executing the
functions of the toilette. It is difficult to
comb your back hair or trim your corns

with a group of interested African natives
looking on.

In her recently published book she tells
how she succeeded in taking a bath un-

molested by prying eyes. She got up in
bhe middle of the night from the Fan
village, and taking a canoe, paddled across

the lake, and after blundering into the
middle of an evening party of five hippo-
potami, paddled to a qniet spot on the
banks in the depths of the forest and took
a midnight bath.

• Drying one’s self on one’s cnmmerbnnd
is not pnre joy,’ she quaintly observes,
• bnt lb can be done when you put yonr
mind to it.’ And she got back from her

midnight excursion without a Fan being
aware of her absence.

"

■■Mir

DELICIOUS AND NUTRITIOUS.

BIRD’S
CUSTARD

POWDER
Supplies a Daily Luxury—Dainties in endless variety.

The Choicest Dishes and the Richest Custard.

THE FRUIT SEASON and BIRD’S CUSTARD.
BIRD'S CUSTARD advantageously takes the place of cream with Fresh.

Stewed or Tinned Fruits. So iich yet will notdisagree; enhances the flavour. So
cooling, agreeable andwholesome.

BIRD'S CUSTARD la the ONE THING NEEDED with all Btawed or
Tinned Fruits.

ND ECCBI NO TROUBLE 1 NO RISK !

Storekeeper* cam obtainsuppliesof Bird’s Custard* Bird** Concentrated Egg Powders.
Bird’s Bakingand Bird’s Blanc-Hang*Powders, from all the leading WholesaleHouses.
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PLUMP AGAINST A BIG FACT.

It is not properly any part of my business

to enforce lessons in ethies ; therefore I

commonly leave that responsible task to

those whose vocation it is. But no man

can continually write on the subject which
constitutes the burden of these essays

without now and then running plump
against a mighty fact in morals. If you

will be good enough to read the following
short letters I will then try to show why I
was moved to speak as I have spoken.

* My daughter Annie Jane,' writes that
young girl’s mother, * now five years of
age, was a fine healthy child up to March.
1891, when she began to sicken and fall
away. She had no appetite and every
particle of food she took came up. She
lost strength rapidly and witbin a fortnight
she was thin as a rake, being not much
else than skin and bone. For days and

days she lay in a half-conscious condition,
scarcely moving hand or foot, and to all
appearance lifeless. I had a doctor attend-
ing her for four weeks, and he said the
child was suffering from indigestion, yet,
so far as we could see, hie treatment had
no effect. My husband and I, and all that
saw the poor baby, thought she was slowly
dying, and we were almost heart-broken at

the thought of losing her.
‘Nothing that we gave her did the

slightest good, and the child was fading
away, when one day, towards the end of
April, a lady called, and after seeing Annie
Jane, advised us to use Mother Seigel's
Syrup. She said she had known the lives
of many children saved by this medicine
who were down with the same complaint.
I hurried to get a bottle from Mr Routly,
the chemist, in Susan’s Road, and began
giving it in small doses. In lees than
twenty four hours the child began to eat,
the sickness stopped, and we could see a

change for the better. We kept on giving
the Syrup, and in two weeks Annie was

aswell as ever, and fast getting back her
flesh. Since that time—now four years
ago—she has never been ill. We consider
that Mother Seigel's Syrup saved her life.
You can publish this statement and refer
anyone to me. (Signed) Mrs Annie
Alexander, 35, Melbourne Road, East-
bourne, August Ist, 1895.’

* My son Joseph,’ writes Mr Joseph Bond,
of Salter’s Green, Mayfield, Sussex, * was

never strong. He did not come on like
other children. He was weak, sickly, and
puny. He ate but little, and was usually
in pain until he vomited most of it up
again. Nothing gave him strength. In

February, 1894, his feet and ankles began
to fester. Next three abcesses formed
on his neck and nnder the chin, mak-
ing deep holes. He was merely skin

and bone. The abscesses seemed to be ex-

hausting his life’s blood. He was in a

doctor’s care five months, but got no better.
From July (1894) he had four months'
treatment at the Tonbridge Wells
Hospital, without benefit. The doctors
gave him medicines and cod-liver oil, bnt
nothing strengthened him.

‘ln December (1894) I concluded to take
the case into my own bands, and gave him
a medicine that had cored my wife—

Mother Seigel's Syrup. To oor astonish-

ment and delight he began to improve in a

few days. He could eat, and was stronger
for it. We kept giving him the Syrop, and
he grew better every day. The abscesses
soon healed, and he is now a fine healthy
boy, nine years old, and strong for the first
time since he was bom. Publish this letter
if you wish and refer inquiries to me.

(Signed) Joseph Bond, July 26th, 1895.’
What, now, is thatmighty fact in morals ’

Ask yourself the question. What justice
was there in the suffering of these two little
children ? For whose sake was it ? Why
do the majority of the human race die in

infancy and childhood ’ That bundle of
laws and forces called • nature ’ has no pity,
no mercy. Obey and live; disobey and

perish, that’s the whole story.
Then how does Mother Seigel’s Syrup

cure? It cures by bringing the diseased
and suffering body back where nature’s
band can reach it. It puts the derailed
coach back on the metals, it re launches the
stranded, ship. The radical trouble of both
Annie Alexander and Joseph Bond was of

the digestion, the first (a mere baby then)
having been seized with acute in digestion,
and the boy having, as his father tells us,
been born with a feeble stomach. Hence,
in his case, the bad blood and the abscesses
by which nature sought to remove it.
Will parents take warning from these in-
stances ’ I hope so. Watch the little
ones and use Mother Seigel's Syrup when-
ever you see them inclined to droop or

languish.

WHERE THE QUAKE COMES FROM.

The greatest depth at which earthquakes
are known tooriginate is about thirty miles.

It has also been calculated thata beat suf-
ficient to melt granite might occur at about

the same depth.

THE LATEST FAD.—THE MUSIC CURE.

Artek the water cure we now have tbemusic cure, and the French and German

papers are devoting some attention to it —Daily Paper.

Throw away the medicine dhest

And cast aside the horrid Dills.
For music now

will stand’the test

Of curing* all our earthly ills.

When baby howls at dead of night.
With turnturn ache he’s sore 4lstr«s» d.

Send outand find a drummer bright.
And let his music do the rest.

At supper time when papa dear

Asserts his head with aches will split.
Let little Williestand quite near

And play the tambourinea bit

And sister Sue, when she has chills
Which shake herboneslike very Bin.

Let her youngman perform some trills

And Quivers on his violin.

When grandpa, with his rheumatix.
Complains it hurts to even sneeae.

A dose of bagpipes quickly mix.
Then watch the way he takes his ease.

Or If the cook should have a head.

Because she drank mixed ale that day

Just tuck her snugly in her bed

And get a German band to play.

Mamma-in-law. when she falls sick.

And talks the milk out of astone.

She might recover very quick
Ifdosed each day with slide trombone.

And after all has been arranged

Drugs won’t be wanted gny more.

The chemist's shop will all be cha

Into a first class music store

ANCIENT JAPANESE LAWS.

Private conduct wm regulated in Japan
(■aye a writer in the Atlantic Monthly}, by
some remarkable obligations entirely out-
side of written codes. A peasant girl,
before marriage, enjoyed far more liberty
than was permitted to city girls. She
might be known to have a lover ; and
unless her parents objected very strongly,
no blame would be given to her. It was

regarded as an honest union—honest, at

least, as to intention. But having once

made a choice the girl was held bound by
that choice. If it were discovered that she

met another admirer secretly the people
would strip her naked—allowing her only
a ehuro leaf for apron—and drive her in

mockery through every street and alley of

the village. Afterward the girl was sen

tenced to banishment for five years. But
at the end of that period she was con-

sidered to have expiated her fault and she

could return home with the certainty of

being spared further reproaches.
The obligation of mutual help in time of

calamity or danger was the most impera-
tive of all communal obligations. In time
of fire, especially, everybody was required
to give immediate aid to the best of his or

her ability. Even children were not

exempted from this duty. In towns and

cities, of course, things were differently
ordered ; but in any little country village
the universal duty was very plain and

simple, and its neglect would have been
considered unpardonable.

This obligation of mutual help extended

to religious matters ; everybody was ex-

pected to invoke the help of the gods for

the sick. For example, the entire village
might be ordered to make a sendo mairi on

behalf of some one seriously ill. On such

occasions the Kumi-cho (each Kumi cho
was responsible for the conduct of five or

more families) would run from house to
house crying, ‘ Such and such a oneis very
sicK ; kindly hasten all to make a sendo
mairi!’ Thereupon, however occupied for
the moment, every soul in the settlement
was expected to burry to the temple, tak-
ing care not to trip or stumble onthe way.
as a single misstep during the performance
of a sendo mairi was believed to mean mis-

fortune for the sick.

A TERRIBLE CASE OF

ECZEMA
CURED BY

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla
Mrs. E. Wyatt, of Port Road, West

Hindmarsh, So. Australia, writes of

the sad conditionof her little daugh-
ter, whose portrait she also sends:

A

“My daughter was afflicted with
Eczema of the most aggravated
type. The disease first appeared in

eruptions on her head, then her hair
began to fall out, and in spite of

the best medical advice and treat-
ment she grew steadily worse. The
sores were full of matter and were

extremely offensive. Her eyes be-
cameaffected, and she was. in't ruth,
in a terrible state. My neighbors
were very sympathetic and took

great interest in the case. They
persuaded me to try Ayer’s Sarsa-
parilla, and I am most thankful to

be able to say that this wonderful
medicine completely restored my
daughter's health. She has now as

good a head of hair as anyone could

wish, her eyes are perfectly well,
ami she is a fine girl of eight years
with every prospect of growing up
to be a strong and healthy woman.’’

AYER’S
SARSAPARILLA
Gold Medals it the World’s Chief Expositions.
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SOZMZZE F FOR

VERY SEASONABLE fflgfeL COLD WEATHER

GOODS Te^se WEAR.

LADIES’ AND CHILDREN’S WINTER UNDERCLOTHING
Is now being shown in immense quantities, in unrivalled variety, and at wonderfully low prices, by

JAMES SMITH & CO.,
TE ARO HOUSE, WELLINGTON.

FLANNELETTE UNDERCLOTHING WHITE UNDERCLOTHING.
Was never presented in such wonderful assortment as on this occasion. All In addition to the ordinary stock, which comprises a rare selection ofall garments
qualities are there, some beautifully trimmed and perfectly finished garments in every quality up to the finest and most delicately trimmed, there has been

being included. The prices are unusually low, the value in all cases being imported this season a Special Job Line of strong, well-finished Garments, which
wonderful. will be sold much below ordinary prices.

CHEMISES, from i 6; KNICKERS, from i 6; NIGHTDRESSES, from 2 it. CHEMISES, from 1/6; KNICKERS, from I'6; NIGHTDRESSES, from 1/11.

LADIES’ WOOL AND MERINO UNDERCLOTHING.
Merino Combinations, from 3s lid. Wool and Merino Vests, Is to 7s 6d.

CORSETS IN ALL THE BEST MAKES.
*• CARMENIA ” CORSETS, in fawn, very well made and durable 3s nd | “ TALCONIA ” CORSETS, in grey, long-waisted, beautifully finished 4s gd
“ SCANDIA ” CORSETS, in grey, a make with very short hips 4s 6d | “ P.D.” CORSETS, and all favourite makes in immense variety 6s nd to 255.

A Special Line has been Imported of

LADIES’ CORSETS, in small sizes, really wonderful value at Is lid per pair.

LADIES’ AND CHILDREN’S HOSIERY
Is shown in enormous quantities, all lines being sent out to special orders sent home. The most reliable makes,
which have been tested by experience, are now stocked in all sizes. The most durable Stockings for Boys’ wear

have been imported, and a charming assortment is shown of Fancy Hose for Ladies' Wear.

LADIES’ PLAIN and RIBBED BLACK CASHMERE HOSE is to 3s 6d GIRLS’ PLAIN and RIBBED BLACK CASHMERE HOSE, “ MABEL,"

LADIES’ RIBBED BLACK CASHMERE HOSE, with seamless feet
“ EDITH,’’ and all best makes.

isneciall is 6d BOYS’ EVERLASTING STOCKINGS, “ DREADNOUGHT,ETON ”
and

' UATAPOT TCNITT
LADIES’ TAN and BLACK EMBROIDERED CASHMERE HOSE is 6d

CHILDREN’S SOX and Ji-HOSE, in black, white and tan-all qualities.
LADIES’ BLACK EMBROIDERED LACE HOSE, lovely goods 253 d CHILDREN’S GAITERS, in cloth, corduroy, lambskin and wool-fine assortment

In the Ladies’ Glove Department
The stock is replete with all the novelties of the season. Messrs Dents’ famous Gloves are kept in constant supply,
and the well-known French and English Makes of the utmost reliability may always be obtained. A Specialty is

being made this season of the

TE ARO HOUSE HALF-CROWN GLOVE,

Which can truthfully be described as presenting the best value ever offered in this colony. This Glove is the

"CLIMAX,” tan or brown kid, with four buttons. It is a beautifully finished, beautifully fitting, and most

durable Glove, for which 3s 6d would readily be paid in the ordinary way, At half-a-crown it is a real bargain

JAMES SMITH & CO., TE ARO HOUSE,
WELLIITG-TOIT.
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LONDON AND PARIS FASHIONS.

COMBINATION of adjectives,
f g or‘exquisitely luxurious ’ can

MBim alone describe this season's

W ■ modes; but snch a wealth of
_■ colour and scope in the matter

■ of shape are allowed us as

1 regards millinery that it is

a neither difficult nor expensive
*n These days to be perfectly

Krejegjßtfy and suitably attired. Amongst
the latest materials of which
our chapeaux are fashioned I

may note black, white, and

coloured chenille plaited in very cleverly with ‘ wood-
shaving ’ straw, that peculiarly shiny fabric which was

christenedpaillede satin during thesummer. Then, again,
there arethe new speckled felts, imitating somewhatclose-

ly certain makes of Scotch tweed, emerald green and a

particular dull shade of turquoise, together with a sub-
dued tone of red, being the favourite backgrounds to a

faint speckling ofblack. I have already inspected other

models in tan and brown, sprinkled with a kind of white
‘snow-flake’ pattern, but these do not approach for

chic the first-mentioned styles. My winter nouveautS

is made of the new turquoise blue felt, speckled
in rather a shadowy way with black. At the back

it is raised very high over successive loops of cream

satin, that are kept in place by a pair of paste brooches.

Some very rich turquoise velvet is draped round the
crown under a blue bird’s head aud a fan like arrange-
ment of jet-black wings. The paradise featheis are

cream, to match the cache-pfigne. By the way, it is
strange to note that while the French have been revel-

ling in this kind of ethereal plumage—a very expensive
article when real—we are only justcommencing to realise
its beauty as an adornment to our smartest millinery.
At present the imitation of the bona-fide feather is so ex-

cellent that the difference can hardly be detected unless
by someonewho is a perfect connoisseur. But to return

to the remaining trimming of our model. The brim is

bound with blue corded ribbon, and on the right of the
crown is rather a large paste buckle. What an amount

of cream and white is employed, to be sure, on all the

new winter shapes! Sometimes, as in to day's design,
the ivory note assumes the form ofbewildering loops and

plumes, while on many of the latest chapeaux delicate

cream lace is draped and brought up into a side bow,
duly wired to stand erect. Chrysanthemums, sewn so

closely one after the other that they look as if they were

huddling together for warmth, form girlish wreaths

round some of the fresh hats, and the crown, draped ‘ a

la Tam o’Shanter,’ is far from being out of fashion.

All kinds of peltry bid fair to be universally worn this

winter, and, really, nothing can possibly look cosier or

more suitable on a bitterly cold day than nice fur wraps.

There is indeed, something poverty-stricken looking
about those who refuse to don furs, because, perhaps,
their limited pin-money will not allow of their buying

real seal or sable. Together with chinchilla and
astrakan, the most fashionable skin at present is ermin
—that right regal peltry that looks so supremely charm

ing when introduced moderately on a winter mantle
Here is a pretty example of a dull red box-cloth sacque

coat, cut with the latest in ‘tailor ’ sleeves and nicely-
trimmed with ermine. A kind of yoke is formed by an

embroidery of black silk cording and gold metallic
thread, and down the centre of this worked breastpiece
hangs a long ermine tie with six black tails. The high
collar, which stands out becomingly from the throat in

the newest much-approved style, is lined with the

qneenly fnr. A muff »n suite is carried, and some very
narrow but thick ermine cuffs make a very cosy finish

round the wrists. The three-quarter cape, fashioned en

visits, holds a considerable place in the esteem of up-to-
date womankind, but this shape is certainly not so de-
lightfully youthful as the sacque when it is cut to per-
fection.

At the first glance, some ot the new Paris capes that

are cut somewhat longer in front than at the back and

sides, look as if the wearer had made some kind of in-
comprehensible blunder. And yet this particular kind
of model is quite the thing to don just now. Another

pet garment on the other side of the Channel, where ex-

aggeration in dress never appears altogether so vulgar as

it does in England, is a double-breasted black astrakan

coat, with gigantic cuffs and revers of the same fur in

white. The contrast is violent, to say the least, and the

addition of appliques of the dark astrakan on the

snowy background hardly tend to tone down the appear-
anceof the jacket, especially as these applications are

brilliantly embroidered with crystal beads and silver
sequins. Of all the tones of red and purple, the new

wine tint may be rightly considered the most ladylike ;
the colour looks simply charming when carried out—as

in my third sketch—in soft vicuna cloth, with conven-

tionalblack silk braid both on skirt and corsage. Here

the bodice assumes the form of a closely-fitting Zouave,
fashioned roundly and in one with a baggy vest of

turquoise blue bengaline—that silk which never seems to

wear out. The little coat is daintily hemmed with a deep
band of claret-tinted sequins mixed with just the

slightest suspicion of gold beading, the rucked baby cein-

ture being composed of material to match the waistcoat.

Although a good many beautiful things are combined to

make this gown sweetly becoming, it would seem as ifno

effort had been lavished on it, so exquisitely simple does
it appear.

Heloise.

'NOUVEAUTE D'HIVER.’

THE LATEST IN SACQUR COATS.

'LA SIMPLICITE.’

AUSTRALIAN HOSPITALITY.

Australian station hospitality keeps the latch-string
always out and says, • Come when you wish, do what

you like, and stay as long as you can.’ A writer in the

February Scribner says that the Australian host places
himself, his family, and all that is his at the service of
the guest—fishing-tackle, breech loaders, horses, and ser-

vants.
Such hospitality is rarely abused, though the writer

mentions one exceptional case, where a guest prolonged
his visit until it wore out his welcome.

To one station came a visitor, whose original intention
of staying a month was reconsidered, and he remained

two. Six months passed, and he was still there. He

enjoyed himself hugely with horses, dogs and guns,
developed an encouraging appetite, and his host did not

complain.
After about nine months the host's manner became

less warm, and at the end of the year he spoke no more
to his guest. The latter was not sensitive, but lingered
on for the space of a second year, when he departed and
went to visit somebody else. During these two years he
was never told that he had stayed long enough and
would do well to go away.

A THOUGHT OF HEAVEN.

Of all the thoughts of heaven the sweetest this, I say —

To have, sometime, somewhere, the things on earth

foregone,
The precious gifts of God we blindly put away,

The days whose fleeting light was wasted at the dawu.

The things we might have done, to do, sometime, some-
where.

Our best, our truest selves in that new life to be—

Oh! that were sweetest heav’n, I think, or here, or

there.
Enough for sons of God, enough for you and me !

James Buckham.

Ladies should inspect

PRIESTLEYS
New Designs

in

High-class

DRESS FABRICS
at the leading

Drapers’
Establishments. -

Trade Mark -

THE VARNISHED BOARD.

TAILOR-MADE GOWNS.
We beg to announcethat we are now making

Dresses from £4 4s.
Bicycle Dresses from £4 4s.

Separate Skirts from £1 10s.

The foregoing—F OR NET CASH ONLY.

While we do not pretend these Dresses equal our best,

they will prove for Young Ladies excellent everyday
Dresses.

Ln our BEST class of dresses we shall, this year,

EXCEL OUR previous EFFORTS, and in order to devote
our whole time thereto, we have closed our gent’s

department.

We shall also sell,per yard, AllDRESS MATERIALS
used by us, including the Real ADMIRALTY SERGE
as worn in the Navy, also Foxe’S and other noted

makers.

WE ALSO KEEP IN STOCK—

Ready Made Tailor Gowns,
London Habits, Vests, Jackets,

Capes, Gaiters, Etc.. Etc.

We send patterns, sketches, and measurement forms,
but ladies will please state colours and class of DRESS

they require, as we cannot send a full range ofsamples.

&d CO.,
LADIES* TAILORS,

163 LAMBTON QUAY, WELLINGTON.

A TERRIBLE COUGH.
A TERRIBLE COUGH.
A TERRIBLE COUGH.

94, Commercial Road. Peckham, July 12.

“Dear Sir,—l am a poor hand at expressing my feelings,
but I shouldlike to thank you. Your lozenges have done

wonders in relieving my terrible cough. Since I had the
operation of * Tracheotomy ’ (the same as the late ‘rmpero:
of Germany, and unlike hlzz*, thank God, I am still alive

performed at St. Bartholomew s Hospital, no one could

possibly have had a more violent cough; it was so bad al

times that it quite exhausted me. The mucous, which wa*

very copious and hard, has been softened, and I have beet

able to getrid of itwithoutdifficulty.—l am, Bb\ yours truly

A DOCTOR’S TESTIMONY.

A DOCTOR’S TESTIMONY.
Routh Park. Cardiff, South Wales. Sept. 28. 189J.

“I have, indeed, great pleasure in addingmy testimony u

your excellent preparation of Cough Lozenges, and I hav.

prescribed it nowfor thelast eight years in my hospitals and

private practice, and found it of great benefit. I otter
suffer from Chronic Bronchitis; your Lozenges is the onli
remedy which gives me immediate ease. Therefore . cor

tainlyand most strongly recommend your Lozenges to th<

public who may suffer from Catarrh. Bronchitis, W intet
Cough, or any kind of Pulmonary Irritation.—Yours truly,

A.GABRIEL M.D.,L.R.C.P. and LM. Edinburgh.
L.K C.S. and LM. Edinburgh.

USE KEATING’S LOZENGES.

USE KEATING’S LOZENGES.
USE KEATING’S LOZENGES.

••It is 75 years ago” since KEATING’S COUGH
LOZENGES were first made, and the sale is larger thai

ever, because they are unrivalled in the relief and cureo*

Winter Cough, Asthma, and Bronchia*: one alone give*
relief.

UTTERLY UNRIVALLED.
UTTERLY UNRIVALLED.

Keating's Conch Lozenges, the unrivalled remedy fa
COUGHS, HOARSENESS, aud THROAT TROUBLES
are sold in Tins by all Chemisw.

TEN PUDDINGS
POUND of good Corn Flour. The BEST CORN flour—

BROWN & POLSON’S J41552
is a trifle dearer than ordinary Corn Flour, but the

difference in price cannot be noticed when divided over

ten puddings. The superiority in flavour and quality
can be distinguished at once Brown and Polson
have been making a specialty of Corn Flour for nearly
40 years. They guarantee what they sell. See that

your grocer does not substitute someother make. Many-
articles are now offered as Corn Flour, usually without
the maker’s name, and sometimes bearing the name of
the dealer instead, which can only bring discredit on the
good name of Corn Flour.
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WORK COLUMN.

OUR WINDOWS.

IT is really terrible to think how many people lose their
lives yearly by cleaning windows, I believe last year
they came to something over a hundred, and people
should readily welcome the invention of a • safe guard.'
which has lately made its appearance in our midst. It
consists of a kind of portable balustrade of iron, made to
nt any window, to which it is secured by two iron bars,
thus rendering falling from the window sill an impossi-
bility. These guards are made of two heights, one suit-

able for using when sitting to clean the window, and the

other, which is much higher, toprotect the cleaner when

standing. There is also another arrangement which

obviate the necessity for standing outside the windowsat

all, as both the top and bottom sashes are, by a skilful
arrangement of bolts and hinges, capable of being
brought right into the room for painting or cleaning

After all, nothing plays so important a role in home
life as curtains, but many find it difficult to devise new

and artistic ideas. As ageneral rule, more depends upon
the effect of graceful draping than upon the actual

material itself. Cords, sashes, ribbons, are quite ostra-
cised and out of date for looping back curtains. The
latest idea is to employ butterflies, or sunflowers, or iris
blossoms to festoon the muslin or lace at your windows.

These novel ‘tie-ups' are made of silk and velvet: a

butterfly has yellow wings and a green velvet bodv
maybe, or is more fanciful with blue wings and a brown

body according to the colour of the room. A pair of

nippers, like those attached to candle-brackets, serve to

fix the butterflies, etc., to the curtains. A very pretty
mode of looping a pair of curtains with the aid of a pair
of butterflies is shown in mv sketch.

NEW CURTAIN LOOPS.

QUERIES.

.Iny yuenes, domestic or otherwise, will be inserted free of
sharge. Correspondents replying to queries are reguested to

jive the date of the question they arekind enough to answer,
ind address theirreply to ‘ The Lady Editor, Nsw ZEALAND
Graphic, A ucLland, and on the top left-hand corner of the
envelope, ‘Answer' or ‘ Query,' as the case may be. The
ttiSSfor correspondents are few and simple, but readers
of the New Zealand Graphic are reguested to comply
■eith them.

Queries and Answers to Queries are always inserted as

toon as possible after they are received, though owing to
pressure on this column, it (nay be a week nr two before they
ippear. —Ed.

Rules.

No. I.—All communications must be written on one side

of the paper only.
No. 2.—A1l letters (not left by hand) must be prepaid, or

they will receive no attention.

No. 5. — The editor cannot undertake to reply except

through the columns of this paper.

RECIPES.

Filet deßo-up a la Frederick.—Take about four
or five pounds of the fillet of beef, trim off the rough fat
and skin, and lard the top part of it with lardoons of fat
bacon ; trim these evenly and tie up the fillet in three or

four places so as to keep it close. Put in a stewpan two
ounces of butter, a sliced carrot, some onions, turnips,
and celery, herbs, four or five cloves, a blade of mace,
and a few peppercorns ; place the meat on the top. cover

with a buttered paper, close the pan. and fry its contents
for about twenty minutes. Then add a quarter of a pint
of sherry and the same quantity of good flavoured gravy,

put the stewpan into a hot oven, keep the cover half

over it ; bake the meat well, adding a little more stock
as that in the pan reduces. When cooked, place it on a

baking tin. brush it over with warm glaze, remove the

strings, return the meat to the oven to crisp it ; dish it,
garnish with scraped horseradish and pour round it the

following sauce : Take the strained gravy, free it from
fat, add to it an ounceof glaze, a teaspoonful of French

mustard, a stick of horseradish grated, a pinch of castor

sugar, the juice of a lemon, a wineglasaful of sherry, two

sliced tomatoes, a few drops of carmine, a dust of coral-

line pepper, two washed mushrooms, boil till reduced a

quarter part, keeping it well skimmed, tammy, and use.

Oil Mustard Sauce.—Put into a sauce boat two

tablespoonfuls of mustard, and stir in gradually, as for

mayonnaise, a quarter of a pint of oil ; this should be

added in two lots, which must be alternated with one

tablespoontul of white vinegar—»_e , first some oil, then

vinegar, then the rest of the oil, and again some vinegar.
When the sauce is smooth and creamy, add a pinch of
salt and of sugar respectively, and serve.

Blackberry Tartlets.—Make some paste with one

white and four yolks ot eggs, qoz. of sugar and 6oz of
butter, a pinch of salt, a pound of flour, and a little
water, work it lightly, roll it out to the thickness of a

quarter of an inch, line some patty pans with it. fill
them with uncooked rice, and bake them in a moderate

oven till done. Take a pound of blackberries, stew (as
dry as possible) with sugar, and, removing the rice, pnt
the blackberries in their place.

Treacle Pudding.—Take a pie dish and line it with

pastry, pour some golden syrup into it, enough to cover

the bottom, then on the treacle place a layer of nice

puff pastry, about a quarter of an inch in thickness.

Pour more treacle on the pastry, and continue in this

way until the pie-dish is full. The last layer should be

treacle, and you can ornament the top with leaves of
paste. Cook the tart in a moderately hot oven for about
an hour, if only a moderately large dish is used. If

breadcrumbs were used, when the treacle began to boil,
the crumbs would all be mixed with it, and consequently
they would not remain in layers.

Blackberry and Crab-apple Jam.—This is one oi
the most delicious preserves made. The addition of a
few crab-apples to the rather luscious blackberries is a

vast improvement. It neutralises their excessive sweet-

ness, and gives the jam a pleasant acid roughness. As
both fruits are ripe at the same time, there is nodiffi-

culty in procuring them, especially in the country. Let
the blackberries be well picked over, and all unripe fruit
discarded. To every pound of blackberries allow one

pound of sugar and half a pound of crab-apples;
the weight to be taken after they have been pared
and sliced. Before adding them to the black-

berries, bake them until quite tender in a covered
jar in the oven. Boil the blackberries alone for twenty
minutes after they begin to boil. Then add the crabs,
and lastly, the sugar. Stir all well together,and boil for
half-an-hour longer, stirring the wholetime. The crabs

are rather more bitter if instead of cutting them up they
are merely wiped and baked in their skins, and then
passed through a coarsesieve.

Value of Fresh Fruits —An expert states that
fresh fruits are rich in grape sugar, malic acid, and pec-
tose. The former nourishes, the two latter assist in a

very material degree the acids of the stomach, which
play an important part in the process of digestion.
Again, they contain potash, and the potash of fresh

fruits is invaluable for scorbutic affections, for no

remedy devised in the laboratory of the chemist is in anv

way comparable to it. Tardicu, the eminent French
authority, asserts that the salts of potash found in
fruits, not in the chemist's shop, are the chief agents in

purifying the blood. The great value of fruit juices .ies
in the fact that they are powerful internal tonics, they
excite the action of the various organs naturally, help
secretions, enrich the blood by purifying it, and at the
same time form the best summer and winter drinks
either that skill, ingenuity, or wealth can devise.

MANICURING.

For manicuring, the necessary articles are, besides a

moderately soft nail brush, a piece of pumice stone, a

pair of small, curved scissors, a good file, a small piece
of emery board—made specially for manicure purposes—-
and a good knife, of not too great sharpness. Use good
tools or noneat all, as great harm can be done bv dull
or poor instruments. The nails should be filed and not
cut with scissors, as by so doing they assume a much
better shape and are not apt to break. When filing,
give the nail a round, oval shape without bringing to a

point, after which smooth the edge with a piece of

emery board. The cuticle around the nail should be

softened by holding in water in which a piece of soap
has been dissolved, after which the cuticle should be
carefully loosened from around the nail with your knife,
which, let it be remembered, must not be too sharp. By
doing this regularly, the crescent or half moon at the
base of the nail will be preserved. Cut away any rough
pieces of skin that may arise from the loosening.

Too much cannot be said against the habit of biting
the nails, which so many people allow themselves to ac-

quire. While this habit is encouraged and practised no-

thing can be done to improvethe nails ; it not only re-

tards growth, but ifencouraged for any length of time
will cause the finger to have a broad, clumsy andequally
unadmirable appearance. Hang-nails in the corners
must not be torn out. as is so often done, but carefully
cut away with the scissors, otherwise they will become
very sore and inflamed and take a long time to heal.
Always when drying the nails rub the cuticle (the cres-

cent) gently back with the towel. In this way it will

have little chance to adhere to the nail again. A good
way to remove the soil from under the nails is by a bit
of cotton on the end of an orange-wood stick.

The nails should, if possible, be polished daily, as it
not only beautifies them, but willkeep them smooth and
clear and sometimes prevent the ridges which are so dis-
figuring. Rosaline should be used to give a little colour,
and must be well rubbed in with the polisher and some

tinted powder, after which, to take away the red appear-
ance, a second application of rosaline should be used
without powder or polisher, simply with the palm of the
hand this finished, the nails will have a pretty shell-
like tint.

CAVALIER CURLS.

There arc perhapsno two party names ot history which
call up before themind of the average reader such vivid

pictures as those of Roundhead and Cavalier. One need

have stndied no deeper historic work than the * Wood-
stock ’ of Scott to summon their portraits before his

mind’s eye in an instant—the close-cropped, energetic
Roundbead, sombre and severe ; the gay and elegant
Cavalier, with his great boots, his brilliant costume
adorned with tags and slashes, and above all with his

love-locks floating on his shoulder, and perhaps a dandy
knot of ribbon at each side to tie them back from his

ears. It is the Roundhead we respect, but theCavalier

was picturesque or he was nothing.
His curls, the crown of his picturesqueness and the

chief abhorrence of his Roundhead enemies, were at first

natural, the art of the barber being concerned only in

their artistic arrangement and the perfume with which

they were scented ; but gradually they were supplanted
by the wig. the fashion of wearing which was first
brought from Paris by Charles 1., of whom itis recorded

by a disapproving chronicler of the day that he

* shadowed himself under a burly peruke, which none in
former days bnt bald-headed people used.'

Under Charles 11. wigs came into general use, and the

famous diarist, Mr Samuel Pepys,—who was the son of
a tailor, and always attached great importance to matteis

of dress,—records in his diary the day on which he

parted with his own hair and * paid three pounds for a

periwigg.’
But he was evidently a little nervous concerning this

important venture, for he records later that he went to

church in it, adding with evident relief: ‘lt did not

prove so strange as I was afraid it would.*
In the recently published autobiography of William

Bell Scott the author narrates a curious experience. He

chanced to be present with a friend in the ancient
London church of St. Bartholomew when some repairs
were being made in the pavement, in the course of

which an old grave was disturbed. The inscription, still

legible, showed it to be that of a man who had held the
position of hairdresser to his Majesty Charles 11.

When the grave was opened there were taken from it
two or three wheelbarrows full of curious cylindrical
objects of white terra-cotta, the use of which no one

could explain ; but Mr Scott, having the curiosity to in-

vestigate, afterward found them to be cnrling pins, two

centuries old, of the kind employed to curl the flowing
wigs of the Cavaliers and courtiers in the days of the
Merry Monarch.

How they came to be buried with the deceased hair-

dresser beneath the pavement of a church remained a

mystery. Perhaps it was at his own request ; perhaps
the fashion had begun to change and they were no longer
of use, and were thus disposed of as a matter of conveni-
ence.

The fancy for wigs increased until the reign of Queen
Anne, under whom they were at their ugliest and most

enormous, and after that declined until our own day.
Americans travelling in England still occasionally ob-
serve with amusement a faint survival in the cumbrous
white head-gear of the presiding judge in a British court
of law, and ofthe lawyers who practise before him.

NOT AFRAID OF A MOB.

The late Lucy Stone, for many years ofa long life a fear-
less advocateof unpopular causesin public was giftedwith
one charm in which the majority of her countrywomen
aresadly deficient. She was the foitunate possessor of a

sweet, rich, mellow voice, penetrating but persuasive,
and so delightful in quality that persons who had only
heard her speak once would sometimes recognize her

years afterward if they chanced to hear her utter a single
sentence. This winning voice, united with a dignified,
gentle, and entirely feminine demeanour, sometimes en-

abled her towin curious triumphs over rough and turbu-

lent crowds.
Once at an anti-slavery meeting, at a time when

Abolitionists were dangerously unpopular, the crowd
which gathered around the open-air platform as the time

approached for the speaking to begin, became so unmis-

takably threatening and mischievous that the speakers
announced to appear, one after another slipped quietly
away, until only Stephen Foster and Lucy Stoneremained.
Looking down upon the heaving and riotous assembly,
she said to him quietly :—‘ You had better run, Stephen ;
they are coming.' ‘ But who will take care of you ?’ he

naturally inquired.
At that moment the mob made a rush for theplatform,

and their leader, a big man with a club, sprang upon it
close beside her. Turning to him without a moment's

hesitation, and calmly laying her hand within his arm,
she said : * This gentlemen will take care of me.'

The astonished rioter declared immediately that he

would, and tucking her under hisarm —she was a little

woman—and keeping his club in the other hand, he

marched her through the crowd, who were already
handling Mr Foster and a few other Abolitionistspretty
roughly, and found for her a place of safety. Not only
that, but presently, in compliance with her fervent en-

treaty, be mountedher upon astump and stood guard over

her with his club while she delivered her address, which
was so eloquent and effective that her hearers desisted
from further violence, and capped the climax by actually
taking up a collection of twenty dollars to repay Mr

Foster for the destruction of his coat, which had been

torn from top to bottom in the melee.
On another occasion, when a meeting in a hall had

been so disturbed by howls and hisses that none of the
speakers had been beard excepting herself, she tnrned
indignantly to a number of the disturbers after it was

over, and remonstrated with them for their behaviour.
They beard her good naturedly, but the leader remon-

strated in his turn :

‘ Oh, come !’ he protested. • You needn't say any-

thing ; we kept still for you
"

TO DARKEN GREY HATH,

Lockyer’s Sulphur HairRestorer, quickest, safest, best;
restores the natural colour. Lockyer's, the real English
Hair Restorer. Large bottles, is 6d, everywhere—(Advtl
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The Youth's Page

CHILDREN'S CORRESPONDENCE COLUMN.

Any boy or girl mho tikes to become a cousin can do so, and xrite

etters to ‘ COUSIN Katk,’ care of the Lady Editor, Graphic Office,
Auckland.

Writeon oneside of the paper only.
AH purely correspondence letters urith eneelopeends turned tn are

arried through the Post office as fo-ows : -Hot exceeding \cz, id: not

exceeding Soz, Id: for eocrg additional2oz or fractional part thereof.
\d. It is uiettfor correspondence tobemarked 'Press Manuscript only. '

Please note, dear cousins, that all letters addressed to

Cousin Kate must now bear the words, * Press Manu-
script only.’ If so marked, and the flap turned in, and
not overweight, they will come for a J4d stamp in

Auckland, but a id from every other place.

THE 'GRAPHIC' COUSINS' COT FUND.

This fund is for the purpose of maintaining a poor, sick
child in the Auckland Hospital, and is contributed to by
the Graphic cousins—readers of the children’s page.

The cot has been already bought by their kind collection

of money, and now a year is needed to pay for the

nnrsing, food, and medical attendance of the child in it.

Any contributions will be gladly received by Cousin

Kate, care of the Lady Editor, Nbw Zealand Graphic,
Shortland-street, or collecting cards will be sent on ap-

plication.

COT FUND ACCOUNT.

Per Cousin Tessie :—Cousin Tessie, ss; M.K., 2s ; T.

Cbadrick, 3s; H. Mel., 5s ; R. G.. is; H. Stracket, is

61; D. Giles, is; P. Lawry, is ; E.K., 2s 6d ; total. £1

Carried forward £22 ns= /.23 13s.

Dear Cousin Kate.—l think it is nearly time I

wrote to thank you for the very enjoyable time I had at

the picnic. Since then I have been to the Thames, and
I could not send the collecting card in before this, but I

hope you will forgive me this time. Have you been to

see George Rignold yet ? I went to see
* The Lights o’

London ' and • Tommy Atkins ’ and I enjoyed it very
much. I must now bring this short note to a close, hop-
ing Little Florrie is well.—lremain your loving Cousin
Tessie.

[Many thanks, dear Cousin Tessie, for your generous

collection. lam so pleased with the way the ‘ Fund ’is

going on, and so much obliged to the cousins assisting
with it. I went to see the ‘ Lights o’ London ’ and
‘ Henry V.,’ and liked them both immensely. I also

wentto the Drill Hall for the Chrysanthemum Show, and
the following week for the Easter Carnival ; also to see

the capital play of the Greenwoods at the City Hall. I

am going again this afternoon to the Drill Hall to have

another look at the Carnival; then I must go to the

Society of Arts Exhibition ; there is so much going on

just now. Again let me thank you for the Cot collec-
tion.—Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate.—Here is the JPeia at last. I

must apologise for the long delay in sending it, which

was due to some misunderstanding. You may keep
these numbers until you have plenty of spare time in

which to read them. You will see from one of the
numbers that onreditress is anxious to have your opinion
of the magazine.—Sincerely yours. Cousin LilLa.

[Many thanks, dear Cousin Lilia, for the IPelca lam

very busy just now, so much going on, but will devote

my first leisure to a perusal of this interesting paper. I

am so glad you managed to let me have a peep at it, evi-
dently, too, with the consent of the editress. To her

present my compliments, and I will, with pleasure, tell
her what I think about your joint work. I could not re-

sist a peep at the MSS. just now. The illustrations are

good. Who is your artist ?—Cousin Kate ]

A CAT WHICH WEARS SPECTACLES.

A correspondent sends to the Philadelphia Times an

account of a handsome cat which wears spectacles—not
a very surprising thing in this day, when dogs wear

rubber boots and carry umbrellas.

The cat, whose name is Max, belongs to a lady, as

may be supposed. She has had him for many years, and

lately began to notice that his sight was failing. She

took him at onceto an oculist. That worthy practitioner

declined at first to have anything to do with such a

patient. For one thing, as he said, he did not know

how to go to work.

On this point the lady came tothe doctor’s relief. An

image of a mouse was concocted, and by holding this

before the cat’s eyes at varying distances, the doctor

finally secured a pretty good diagnosis.
As a result the cat was by and bye fitted with a pair of

gold-bowed spectacles, and now not only looks as wise

as an owl, but can see almost or quite as well as ever.

So says his owner, as she is reoorted by the Times cor-

respondent.

ACROSTIC

My first read downwards gives the name of a poem ; my

last read downwards gives the name of its author.

bhrto Palpitation
ylhlo A Christmas shrub

Isvei Wickednesses
vlii A Roman historiau
raa A river in Switzerland

wde Moisture

rryaa A river in Australia

Irao Spoken
fghrtei To load a ship

rttei Hackneyed
hrae To grant

Isvee Dwarfs
cglio Something sensible

dllmraaio An animal

Ikti To tuck up
cltae Applause

By Cousin Phil.

ROSIE’S NOSES.

BY ALICE A. SMITH.

OH,
dear !’ sighed Rosie.

The sigh was so deep and Rosie's face so sober

that Aunt Em and Sister Lillie looked np from

their work.

‘ What’s the matter. Puss ?* inquired auntie.

‘ I wish I didn’t have a pug-nose,' said Rosie, sadly.
Auntie and Lillie looked amused, while Rob. who was

lying on the lonnge, langhed outright. She was snch a

little girl that no one suspected a heavier trial than a

broken dollor a dead kitten.
‘Weil , I do.’ she persisted. ‘ Rob says it points to my

bangs.’
‘ So it does.’said Rob. still laughing; ‘straight upto

her little curly bangs. Look at it ’
‘Don't tease her, Robbie.’ said Aunt Em. • Don’t

mind him, my dear, ’ she said to Rosie; pug-noses are

nice. See, mine is a pug.’
Rosie looked at Aunt Em’s nose critically. ‘ Well, I

don’t think it’s very nice.’ she said. ‘ Anyway, I wish I

didn’t have one.’
‘ You ought to be satisfied with your looks, Rosie,’ re-

marked Lillie ‘ Now my nose is a pug too. but I don't

feel bad about it.*
• But you ain’t satisfied with your hair, ’cause you curl

it with hot irons every day.’
‘ Oh, that’s only to make it look a little better,' said

Lillie, in self-defence ; ‘now I wouldn’t dye it to make

it any other colour.’

’Well, I only want to make my nose look a little

better; I don’t want to change its colour—only its
shape.’

‘ What kind of a nose do you want ?’ asked Aunt Em.

‘ Like Hannah Lee’s.’ said Rosie. I heard her mother

say yesterday that Hannah’s nose was just perfic ; and

when she saw me she said to the lady that was with her.
“ What a horrid pug-nose that child’sgot !” and the lady
said, “ Yes, ’ain't she ?” ’

‘ I tell vou what. Puss, that was hard.’exclaimed Rob.
‘ but you just get your nose fixed over. Yon can do

it as easy as wink. There’s a man down town that

makes noses grow any shape you want them. And I

I read the other day that if you wear a patent clothes-

pin on your nose it will grow straight and “ perfic.” ’
‘ But. Pussie.’ said Aunt Em, suppose you changed your

nose, and we didn’t any ofus recognize you, what would

you do ? I am sure we would all miss that dear little

pug if it were gone.’
‘ There’d be my mouth and eyes, and I’d know all the

rest of vou. and I’d tell you who I was,' answered Rosie.

' Of course you would,' said Rob ; ‘no danger but we

would know you. I’ll send along the first good fairy I

see. and have the thing fixed up.’
Rosie wondered if he meant it, but she didn’t ask

him. because he teased somuch. Then auntie and Lillie
left the room, and Rob soon followed. After that Rosie
settled down in the big soft chair by the fire, and as it

began to grow dark she wondered why nurse didn’t come

to put her tobed. While she wondered the door opened,
and the queerest creature came in and walked up close to

her. Hewas very little, not half as high as thetable. He

had funny thin legs and a big body. His eyes were

round and bright, his mouth large and well turned up at

the corners, giving him a very jolly look, and his nose

was the puggiest of pugs. The little girl knew he was a

Brownie ; she had seen Brownies’ pictures so often. At

first she was frightened and was going to scream, when

she caught sight of a little basket he was carrying. It

was full of noses ofall shapes and sizes. He must be the

good fairy Rob was going to send, so her brother wasn't

teasing her after all.

‘I hear yon don't like your nose.' said the Brownie.
• No.’ said Rose, not quite sure whether or not she

ought to say sir.

‘ Well, all you’ve got to do is to choose the one you

want out of my basket, and I’llhave it on for you in no

time.’
Rosie forgot her fright, and thought only of the new

nose that there was a chance of getting, so she watched

with interest as the Brownie held up one after another

for her inspection.
‘Try that, now,’ he said, holding up a large red one

with a big bend in it.

She held it up to her face and looked in the glass. It

made her think of the woman in the fairy story whose

chin turned up and nose turned down, making her look

likea nut-cracker. ■ Oh, that won’t do at all,’ she said,
laying it back in the basket. ‘ There, let me see that,
and she pointed to a beautiful straight white one. as per-
fect as Hannah Lee's own.

The Brownie handed it to her, and she held it in

place.
• Ah, that is fine !’ cried he ; ‘ what do you think ? ”

Rosie said it was just what she wanted, sothe Brownie

took a bag of tools from the basket, and climbing upon

the arm of the chair began to put the nose on. When he

had finished he said : ‘ Now you look fine indeed with

that beautiful nose. All the other children will wish

they had seen me, too ;’ and before she could say aword
he had gone.

Rosie sat and stared in theglass for a long time, think-

ing how glad papa and mamma would be to have her

look so nice, and how Rob couldn’t tease her about her

nose any more But, alas ! just as Aunt Em had said,
no one knew her. Their Rosie hadn't a straight nose

like that, they declared, but a cunning little turned-up
one. In vain she told them that it had been made over,

and begged them to look at her eyes and hair and
mouth, and showed them two rows of pearly teeth. She

looked for Rob, but he was not to be found.

It made her sad not to be recognized, but she would go

to the Sunday-school picnic, anyway. ‘ I guess they’ll
know me there,’ she said to herself.

So she started off and looked with scorn upon several

girls with pug-noses that she met on her way that she

almost made the straight new one turn up. She went

into the Sunday-school room and took her seat. Soon

Rosie's teacher came in.
• Who are you, my dear ?’ she asked.

‘l’m RoseCady.’the child replied, timidly.
‘ Oh, no, you can’t be ; Rosie hasn’t that kind of a

nose.’

Poor, poor Rosie '. The happy moment had come for

starting, and hundreds of little eyes danced with

pleasure, and hundreds of little feet could scarcely keep
from dancing, but Rosie stood sorry and ashamed. Her

teacher called the superintendent and said to him.

' Here is a little girl who says she is Rose Cady, but she

doesn’t look the least like her.’
‘ It's funny,’ thought Rosie. ‘ that noses are the only-

things girls is known by,' and then she said aloud, ‘ I

came to go to the picnic.’
‘ Why not let her go ?’ asked the superintendent.
‘ It wouldn’t do at all ; we can take only our own

pupils, and likely her mother knows nothing about it.

I'm sorry, my dear, but we couldn't think of taking
vou.’

Rosie walked out, her heart almost bursting, and that

horrid nose hurting all the time. Here were a hundred

happv bovs and girls, all dressed clean, and with their

very
own" noses, going in a big boat up the river, with

music, too, and plenty of good things to eat, and she,
because she hadn’t been satisfied with her nose, was

turned right away from her own Sunday-school picnic.
This state of affairs would never do, and she didn't

know where the Brownie had gone. Soon she caught a

glimpse ofhim a little way ahead.
‘ I want my own nose,’ she shrieked, and put up her

hand to pull off the one he had given her, it was hurting

so, and then she sat up in the big soft chair, and saw

Rob on the lounge laughing. In her hand was—what ?

Not a new nose at all, but a patent clothes pin, oue of

the kind that works with a spring, and is warranted to

make pug-noses grow straight if worn long enough.
‘Did you put that thing on my nose, Rob?’ she

asked.
‘ Why, ves, Puss ; I wanted to help you get a

“

per-

fic ” nose.’ I thought you’d be glad to get rid of your

pug.’
Rosie jumped down from the chair and smoothed her

skirts. ‘ I think a pug nose is as nice to have as any

other,’ she replied, with dignity.

A DOG TRAIN-STARTER.

There died recently at Lowestoft, England, one who is

spoken of by the local press as ‘ a very popular member

of the staff of the Great Eastern Railwav.’ He was a

black and tan collie dog. and he was not appointed to

the ' position ’ which he held by the officers of the com-

pany, but by himself.
Although self-appointed, time and habit brought about

his recognition as assistant train starter at the Lowestoft

Station. Through residence at the station he had ac-

quired an instinct which told him the exact time at

which each train shonld start from the terminus on its

journey.
As the moment drew near, the collie became restless

and excited. As the bell uttered its first warning sound,
he would scamper down the platform, and, planting
himself close to the engine, bark furiously until he saw

the wheels begin to move

Having accomplished the starting of the train, as be

supposed, he would rush to the guard’s or conductor’s

van, and hurry the conductor to his post.
As the train passed out of the station lie retired, and

was seen no more until the time was near for another

train to start.
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The Graphic's
Funny Leaf

WOULD KEEP HER TOO BUSY.

He : ‘ I have never kissed you, Alice. Would you cut

my friendship if I stole just one ?’

She : ‘ I might be tempted to, but I was just reading
about forgiving seventy times seven offendings. Good-
ness ' That’s 490.’

NOT AN UNUSUAL CASE.

Sackman : ‘ I suppose you have heard about your neigh-
bour Goldleaf ? He is very seriously sick as a result of

overwork.’
Seeker : ‘ Don’t say ! What has he been doing to

bring it about ?’

Sageman : ‘ Trying to collect his thoughts.’

HER HOLD ON OFFICE.

’ You did not let Mrs Flubdubs resign the presidency.'
‘Of course not; she is the best dressed woman in the

club.’

HOW WE ALL RISE.

He : ‘ You know great men always rise from small be-

ginnings.’
She : ‘ Yes, how true ; evenNapoleon was a little baby

once.'

UNDOUBTEDLY.

An Irish witness excused his running from an opponent
by saying. * It is better to be a coward for five minutes

than dead for the rest of your lifetime.’

CERTAINLY.

Prisoner : ‘ If Your Honor will allow me a little time I

think I can prove my innocence.’

Magistrate: ‘ Allright; take thirty days.’

HINTS FOR LADY CYCLISTS.

Don’t trv to catch the handle-bars with your teeth.

Don’t look round to see if the hind wheel is following.
Don’t be surprised if the front wheel shows a dis-

position to turn into a yard and lie down for a rest.

Alwavs fall on your right shoulder, and do not let your
ear strike the ground till a few seconds later.

When you lose a pedal don’t get off and go back to

look for it. It’s right there on the machine, and if

vou’ll feel around long enough you’ll find it again.
Should you find a runaway horse on your trail keep

close to the curb until he has passed. Then make a

spurt and seize him by the tail, and put on the brake.

Never kill a pedestrian when it can be avoided ; but

when you do kill one, dismount, and say you’re sorry.

HER EXPLANATION.

Jlk Grayson : ‘ You say that thia Mrs Sappington is a

bad woman, and yet you invite her to your house. I'd
like to know how you justify yourself ?'

Mrs Grayson :
' Oh, but society hasn't found her out

yet.

OUT OF PLACE.

‘ Wife : ‘ I suppose there will be a crowd at our silver

wedding next week, and itmight not be a bad idea to
have a policeman in the house.

Husband : ‘ No, my dear. It would never do to have

a copper at a silver wedding. ’

FOR GOOD CAUSE.

1 Why have you decided to engage another doctor ?’

* Because old Pilkington told my wife that she needed
exercise, and might ride a bicycle.’

POISONED PLEASURE.

■ Fritterby doesn’t go to the theatre any more.’
* Why not ?’

* Says he can’t stand it to sit in a half crown seat and
see so many people who owe him money sitting in the
dress-circle.’

OTHERS HAVE GONE.

‘ I understand,’ remarked Squildig, ‘ that Fitzsim-
mons wrestles with a mastiff as part of his training.’
‘lt is quite likely,’ replied McSwilligen. ‘He is not

the first prize-fighter to go to the dogs, either. ’

TOO MUCH COMPETITION.

* Mrs Bowker has cured MrBowker of swearing.'
‘ Did she use force or moral suasion ?’

* Neither ; she bought him a parrot.’

May : ‘ Charley tells me he has never loved anyone be-

fore.’
Nelly : ‘ Excuse me for telling you, but he and I were

once engaged.’
May : * Oh, I did not ask him about engagements, I

only asked him about love.’

EXTORTION.

The large and greasy bandit bowed low before the con-

tessa. Opening a package, he disclosed an ear. ‘ This,
miladi,’ said he, • is the ear of the worshipful count.’

• The ransom,’ said the contessa, toying with her fan,
‘ was set at 10,000 plunka ?’

• Exactly,’ said the bandit. ‘ And remains at the same

figure.’
• This,’ said the lady, her bosom heaving with emotion,

‘is outrageous. It isn’t business. Asa reasonable man,
you cannotexpect me topay full price for a remnant.’

A CONSIDERATE WIFE.

‘ Have I not been a considerate wife ?’ she asked, re-

proachfully.
‘ Considerate !’ heexclaimedbitterly, in what way ?
‘ Has there ever been a night when you were out late

that I haven’t left the gas burning for you ?’ she de-
manded.

‘And you call that being considerate,’ he said, sar-

castically. ‘Of course you have, but who pays the
bills ?’

A PERFECT TREASURE.

Mistress : • Where’s thebreakfast tray, Mary ?’

Mary (from the country) : ‘ I dunno, mum.’
Mistress : ‘ Why, there it is under your nose.’

Mary : ‘ Whoy, yer told me larst night as how that
were the teatray.’

THE POOR POET.

‘ Does your poetry pay ?’
■ Well, it just keeps the wolf from the door.’
‘ I suppose you read it to him.’

‘How is your brother getting along in ’Frisco’’
‘Splendidly. He writes me that he is already more

than $2,000 in debt.’

AS WE ALL KNOW.

‘Thkrb’s only one drawback in a big roast for dinner.’
What’s that?’

‘ Hash for breakfast.’

NO TIME FOR FORM.

* Who performed the wedding ceremony ?’

* Ah, we didn’t have time for any ceremony. Pap
wasn’t more’n a mile behind.’

A GOOD BEGINNING.

Fond Wife: ‘John, dear was it the First, or the

Second you came home so late and tried to open the

door with yonr cigar, and insisted on taking your
umbrella to bed with you ? I want to begin my diary
for the New Year correctly.

TWO HEADS WORSE THAN ONE.

• Can you lend me ten shillings ?’ asked the two-headed

girl of the fat girl.
‘With pleasure,’ said the fat girl, ‘but you don’t

mean to tell me you’ve spent all yonr salary already.’
‘ I—l didn’tmean to,’ replied the two-headed girl, al-

most in tears, ‘ but there was such a lovely vase put up
at auction, and I got to bidding against myself before I

thought. ’

THE AGE OF CHIVALRY.

‘ WhaT is the age of chivalry, Aunt Penelope ?’
‘ Those good old times when men fell in love with

women over 40.’

OUR VIGILANT POLICE.

Judge: ‘What is the charge against this man, Mr

Officer ?’
Officer : * Creating a disturbance, Your Honor.'
Judge : ‘ Was it much of a disturbance ?’

Officer : ‘ Indeed it was, sir. It woke me up.’

A PROPER GIRL.

Nell :
‘ Emma is very bashful, isn’t she ?’

Belle : ‘ Bashful ? Why, that girl won’t play a piece
of music without an introduction.’

TWO PROPOSITIONS.

Miss de Cosh : ‘ I say that if the women must take off

their hats the men should be prohibited from going out

between the acts.’
Miss La Touch : ‘ Yes, or else from coming in between

the drinks.’

Breathless Hunter : ‘ I say, boy, did you see a

rabbit run by here ?’

Boy :
‘Yes. sir.’

Hunter : ‘ How long ago ?’

Boy : ‘ I think it’ll be three years next Christmas. ’

UNEXPECTED.

Barmaid (to military man. who rather fancies himself):
• So you're ordered off to China ?’

He : ' Oh, ah, ye-s,’ he said, languidly.
Barmaid : ‘ Well, take good care of yonrself; they tell

me that they eat puppies out there.’
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