Sat,, May 1, 1897.

THE " NEW  ZEALAND GRAPHIC

541

CYCLING.

- LEABNING TO RIDE.

ROBABLY, if every woman 1n the begloning had
realized the difficulties of learning to ride, she
never would have esaayed her first lesson. Ent

the feat looks 30 casy, that probably there was not one
woman In ten who did not believe that abe couald grace-
folly monat and forthwith ride away in trinmph. The
schools hold traditions of women who have actustly done
this thing, but they are the glorious exceptions that
prove the male of preliminary falls ; and they prove some-
thing eise as well. These favoured ones are generally
wouets who have been noted for excellence in some other
sport. They are good skaters, who have been in the
habit of balancing themselves on the steel bindes over
the glaring ice; or fine shots, whose trained eyes and
steady arms have shown the ballet the path to the bull‘a
eye ; or hilliardists whose balls knew their way throogh
the myatieries of * draws,’ * drives,” and ‘follows.’

Steady nerves have everything to do with bicycling,
and the chief value of the sport is its education of the
nerves, and throogh them of the character. Moat of the
women who took np the wheel had slready leartied the
theories of Delsarte. They knew that & dignified car-
risge was the result of a well organized snd a well-

1led t ; that an acquired dignity would
react npon the mind, and culiivate the qualities that go
to make the attitode real. They speedily discovered
that 10 enemy had ever found ont their weaknessea so
readily as the bicycle. The woman who would ride
must be patieat, watchful, selfireliant. ‘The least tapee
in purpose, the thousandeth part of a second’s indulgence
in indecision, waa recorded, nsually by a bruise on some
portion of ber anatomy which had come in contact with
the Boar.

Physicians say that science has discovered no new
remedy for incipient brain discase equal to the bicycle.
It gives sufficient epjoytoent to make it fascinating to
the patient, and it provides for a constant concentration
of mind. The play it gives the musclesis extraordinary,
‘The first long spin brings the rider home wiw. the reali-
zation that every fibre of the body has been brought into
active use. There is no comparison between horsehack
riding and bicycling in this respeet, While the horse is
a companion to the true horsewoman which she is Joath
to give up, her wheel becomes something much better,
It is soon identified with its owner as a hoise never can
be.

A haundy little novelty was shown at the Paris Salon du
Cycle. It is an ingenions folding parcel carrier attached
to the apright above the front wheel, and when not re-
quired it folda up, thereby doing away with the ugly
basket at present in nse. It is not mansightly, and has
the advantage that it cannot be forgotten when going
out shopping, etc.

THE BICYCLE PATH, PROSPECT PARK, NEW

The cxpert rider forgets how she rides as she forgets
bowahe breathes. She threads her way throngh crowded
strects as readily as she walks them, and with as little
effort and annoyance.

At the other end of the Dark Continent, British
settlers have introduced the wheel along with the tennis
racket and (he ericket bat. The bicycle is the one Uit-
tander innovation that has found favonr with President
Kriiger of the Transvwal, whose doctor recommends it as
the most beneficial form of exerciss. All ower the

world the story is the same, from Rio de Janeiro, where
there is & fine racing track, to Cabul, where the Ameer
has recently ordered a consigunment of wheels from Kog-
land for the benefit of the ladies of his havem.

& PETROLETM AUTO-TRICYCLE NOW IN TUSE IN FARIE

Automatic machines fignre largely in the manafacture
of bicycies, These alone require the expenditure of a
good many thousands of pounds for a factary able to
tartt out & few thousaud wheels, Some of the makevs
whoae oatput is perhaps fifty or sixty thousand wheels &
year, have as many asa hondred and ffty of ihem. The
working of the antomatic machine is in itsell a marvel
lons revelation, Imagine & bar of steel, an inch or two
in thickness, and ten or twelve feet in length, being
placed in the machine, which is them set in operation,
and, without further aid from the man in charge—who

hes o dozen hi at one time—turns out & per-
fect hub, or pin, or nnt, or bolt, as the case may be,
without the difference of a thonsandth part of an inch
between any two of thetn. When they are finished, these
minute parts of the wheel are as carefully and delicately
constrncted sa the works of a watch. At every opera-
tiot to which they are subjected, they pass a rigid in-
spection; and the slightest deviation from the gange
causes them to be rejected.

The den rim first app d on & wheel in 1893, and
thorough tems proved its stanchness and apringioess.
Althongh it has maorped the place of the steel rim in
Auterica, the latter being practically obsoclete, it is re-
garded with disfavour in England.

It was a splendid evening, with acarcely a breath of
wind, when Mr Jamea Caughley recently attempted to
lower Reynold’s unpaced mile record of 2min. 18sec. at
the Recreation Ground, Napier. The first quarter wag
ridden in 35sec., the half-mile in tmin 7 2.5th sec., and
the mile in 2min 18 4.5ths sec. Although he has not
lowered Reynold's record for New Zealand, he beat the
local record of zmin, 20 3-5ths sec., recently put up by
Petersen, and thus leads in the competition for Mr Rey-
nold's medal among members of the Wanderers' Bicycle
Club,

The Christchnrch Cycling Clob held a sports meeting
at the Lancast=r Park gronnd on Good Friday aftermoon,
and despite the cold and threatening weather, it is esti-
mated that over 3,000 spectators were present, The
principal race, the Easter Handicap, five miles, was won
by J. Chalmers (400yds), of Oamarn, G. Sutherland,
Christcharch tsoopds), being secoad, and A. Phipps,
Christcharch (280yds). third, Time 14mine 10 2-5th secs.
Another rider irom Oumam in E. |. Ritchie won the half-
wile and Good Friday Handicap, three miles (second
class), The racing, as & whole, was fairly good, some
of the finishes were close, and some of the fielde large.
The officisls, however, got the eventa off practually, so
that ho serions waits occurred. A novelty was intro-
duced in the shape of* Buckjumping ' races. ‘The wheels
of the machines were elliptical in torm, and, when pro-
pelled imparted a * bucking ' or * bumping ' movement
to the bicycles. The difficulties of the riders caused
much laaghter. A. R. Barker, who paced by a triplet
and a tandem, easayed to reduce his own mile record of 2
min zsecs, but the atmoapheric conditions were against
him, and he did not reach it by z1secs,

Efforts are being made by our cash cyclists to get
T.s8na, the crack French rider, to visit thie colony,

A team of the Wanderers” Bicycle Clab, consisting of
Messrs W. R. Jourdain, T. Taylor, T. Oliver, A. C,
Norris, A. J. Paocock, James Canghley, and Messrs W, ],
Strickiand, ]. Lindsay, and A, F, Bowman, of the
Athletic Club, left for Wanganui by the express train on
Friday in order to be present at the cycling sports there,
However, they could get no forther than Paki Paki,
and from there had to return to Hastings, where they
spent the night at one of the hotela, Having obtained
a room with a piano, they got up an impromptn smoke
concert, and the songs and rausic contriboted by the
Club made the long evening pass pleasantly away,

CLAREE'S WORLD I"'aMED BLOOD MixXTU A, —*The moet senrch

Blood Cleanssr that saience and medical akill bave brought 1o
%h’ Sufferers [row Scrofula, Seurry, Eczema, Skin

d Blood Pimples and Sorss of any Hnd are 30) cired
w &ive it & trial to teat ir.l value. ‘Thonsanda of wonderful cures
have heen effectad hsre.

by it. Bottles 25 3d each. sold everyw
of w and substituten.
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