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RECITAL on the Dresden plavo-orgas combioa-
A tion instrument was given in Measrs Grace,
Clarke and Co.'s premises, Emerson-street,
Napier, receatly, when there was a crowded audience
and numbers of persons were unable to obtain sdmis-
sion, Mr Grace sang Goonod's * Nazareth * with much
aweettess and parity, and Sullivan's * Loat Chord * was
undertaken by Misse Mabel Millar, while the organ,
which pealed in during the concloding part of this song,
was heard o great advantage under the clever manipa-
lation of Mr Spackman, A cornet solo by Mr Willisms
was also incloded in the programme.

A grand concett, in aid of the Indian Famine Relief
Fund, was given io the Marine Parade, Naupier, by the
City Band on the Sth inst,, when & large nomber of
people responded to the energetic efforts of the pro-
moters to swell the proceeds. The Band, which was
stationed om the Rotnnda, performed with its wecus-
tomed verve the favounrite muosic of the day, and later on
effectively.dressed children took part in a Maypole
dance, After the concert the band proceeded to the
Council Chambers to meet the Mayor, who thanked the
members of it for their assistance, and stated that {470
had been collected before their entertainment, and 500
would now be sent from the people of Hawke's Bay,
whom he thanked for their generosity. Mr Tankard,
who replied on behalf of the Band, said that their ser-
vices were always available for charitable purposes,

At a recent rcheamal of a concert in Awmerica a large
spider came slowly down his silken thread to abont the
height of the singer’s sboulders, where he bung sus-
pended for & few mioates, and then began tn wove up
and down in froat of the music reck. The second tenor,
who was leading the air, scon noticed (says m corres-
pondent of the St. Paul Globe) that the movements of
the spider corresponded with the variations of his voice,
up and down the scale, and in perfect time. They then
began a series of experiments, aud found that the spider
wonld ascend or descend aboat a foot for every octave,
and, though the melody was carried ever so lightly, and
the bassos thuodered in their heaviest tones, the insect
could not be deceived, but aiways followed the leading
part accarately and with the precision of a director's
baton. All kinds of songs, from ‘' Down in the Corn-
field ' to * The Bridge,” were sung to test the ability of
the wonderfnl little being, and each time he came out of
the conflict not a beat behind. At last the four voices
atruck an awful discord, and instantly the spider scurried
wp his improvised metronome and disappeared in the
chimnoey.

An American d Dudley Pr and dubbed the
‘Humay Bross Band,” was lately performiog in *Frisco.
He imitates everything from a mausic box up to a mega.
phote, and his performmances have made wonderful hits.

Most of the Londoa papers concur in saying that Sir A,
C. Mackenzie's new apera, * His Majesty," will have to
be severely cut dowa if it is to be  snccess, The piece
is set in the imaginary Court of Vignoila, & country the
architectare of which suggests the perpendicular, with
depressed four-centred arches, whilst its costnmes are of
the most exiravagant of the 135th eentary. A ¢mrious
comic effect was obtained by making all the characters
lock like & pack of card pictures, Of the character of
Ferdinand the King some idea tiay be obtained from bis
first soag ;— .

[ wes born upot & Sunday. At the early age of one day,

I wes Colonel in the Lancers and the wearer of « rword ¢
And they made me on the Tussday, which I always call my oruise

day,
Into Captain of & crutesr, though 1 conldo't go aboard,

Every rort of decoratione I recelved from foreign nations.
All the potentstes of Europe showered croeses oo my head,
And before the wook was snded 1 wan looking really splendid,
Lyleg tucked with ull the orders of my Kaighthoods loto ded.

Thua, lot all aatlone kpow it—-Jam painter, pluywright, poet ;
['m the futher of oy country. and that country’s greatost son.
When I'm and ray subjects talier ; bub when circumatancss alter,

Lono always sel Lhem lnughing at what 7 ider fun,

W hen compared to Kiag or Kalsor, I sm grester, betier. wiser;
I'm ta all my brothar Soverolgos as lafloity to souaht,

Yot my chursctet's the oddest, for I'm so supremely modest,
That | kwow [ oever vaiue all my merits as I ought,

Apropos 10 musical examinations, sowe figures based
upon recent reporis by the exawmivers of Trinity College,
Loodow, may not e withoot interest. In the higher
divislons for pisnists 105 ceandidates cutered for Awso-
clateship, of whom three succeeded and forty-ote gained
& second-class certificate. In singing the pasees were 33
per cent., and in secoud-class theory 56 per cent. There
were five sapirants for the degree of Licentiate, and four
succeeded.  Oat of 197 candidates in all departmeats,

ninety-two, or aboat 48 percent., satisfied the examiners.
The passes at recent local examinations in Australasia
were, of senior candidates, 47 per cent, ; of junioms, So
per cent. There were some schools, however, in which
4 many a8 9O per tent. were soccesstul. These figures
are much more satisfactory then some wpon whieh I
commented & whils ago, though, knowing a little of the
average candidate, I am inclined to dissatisfaction with
resalts which show 80 per eent, of passes. Insuch a
case, cither the examiners are undnly lenient or the
standard of knowledge required is too jow. The results
in the higher divisions certainly i d

WOMANS PHYSIQUE.

IN a recent lecture at the Academy of National Sciences
of Philadelphia, Professor A, B, Brubaker, discussing the
subject of * Physical Development,’ said :—

* Professor Gottfried Schadow, of the Royal Academy
of Arta in Berlin haa given to the world, in his fignre of
an artistically formed woman, the following tueasare-
ments :—Height 63)4 inches, breadth of seck 3% inches,
shonlders 15 inches, walst g inches, hips 134 inches.

' Long betore Professor Schadow’s time an nnEnown
artist created the statue the Venns de Medici, the world's
idea) of perfection in the female fignre, on these mes-
surements ;—Height 63 inches, breadth of neck 4 inches,

honiders 16 i

pi con-
veying an impreasion that & g test was prepared
and honestly applied. -

Asindicating the advance of English music in Germany,
it may be stated that a Quintet for wind instroments,
composed by Mr Algernon Ashton, has recently been
performed in Cologue with snccess, The instruments in
the score are flote, oboe, clarionet, horn, and bassoon.
It is to be hoped that opportunity of hearing this work
in the comntry of its origin will soon arise, o

There shonld be plenty of music in Buda-Pesth if it be
trune that the city contains 120 gipsy bands, numbering
997 performers, thirty-two wind bands, and tweaty-one
orchestras in which the players are women. The grand
total is given as 2,000 wusitians in & population of half &
million. What & place for the Old Lady of Banbury
Croas ! - - .

The orchestra of the Berlin Philharmonic is going on
tour this year, actording to report, which adds that it
will give three concerts in Vienna in April, afterward
proceeding to Paris and London. . :

Bergamo, the birthplace of Donizetti, is collecting
docaments relating to the career of that composer, and
bas sent a representative to search Vienna. A commit-
tee, headed by Hanslick, has been formed to assist in
this matter.

The Qneen has accepted the dedication to herself of a
short Ode, for chorna and orchestra, composed by Mr
Cowen in hooour of the * Diamond Jubilee,” This work
comes opportinely, in view of demands for appropriate
music daring the national rejoiciogs,

An Haster henefit concert given in Picton ou Saturday
evening was completely marred, and the management
had to close proceedings, owing to the numanly condnct
of some of the rowing men, who simply wounld not allow
the performers o be heard, Sowme of the best talent in
Otago and Welliogton had promised to assist, and
Picton people and visitors anticipated a treat, bat sowe
of the audience fairly drove people off the stage with
jeers and insrlts. Even ladies with well-khown mnsical
ability and favourites of the public were subject to the
same unwmanly treatment, and wece forced to retire.
Picton people are always ready to assist in & benefit, but
as this is the second year these gentlemen (?) have
disgraced themselves in this way, it will be impossible—
if thiese men represent clubs—to get up an entertainment
of any kind at Easter. Of course in a larger place
the police wonld put a stop to such proceedings,
and thus some of the crews wonld be mon o3 at
the regatia. Some of the itema struggled throsgh
were the overture, ‘ Nigger Dance,’ Miss Greensill ; * The
Blind Girl to Her Harp,' Miss M. Seymour ; * The Tar's
Farewell,! and * The Death of Nelson,” Mr Wilmott
‘Afton Water,” and ‘The Auld Scotch Sangs,’ Miss
McCormick ; * Whisper and I Shall Hear,' Mr Riddeii ;
‘ Marguerite,” Miss Allen; ‘Land o' the Leal,’ Miss
Howard ; * Quneen of the Rarth,’ Mr A. B. Ross, of Port
Chalmers. Overture, Misses Thompson and Fuller;
duet, with violin obligate by Mr A. B. Ross, Messrs
Riddell and Platts (Port Chalmers); qoartetie, * Annie
Lautie,” Messrs Ross, Platts, Bauchope, and Riddel},
Miss Greensill played the accompaniments in her asual
perfect manner, and 10 the Port Chalmers’ crew in par-
ticalar, and all the rest of the visiting crews in geoeral,
the wanagement owe & hearty vote of thanks.

A series of concerts to be glven at the opening of the
Duuvedin Agricultoral Hall doring the jubilee celebra-
tions are now in conrse of rehearsal by the Dunedin
Orchentrat Society.

It es if New Zealand would be able tp lay claim
to being the birthplace of a tcal prodigy, Iy,
Miss Vera French, aged eight, granddaughter of Captain
Ellis, and graod-niece of Mr George Ellis, ex-Mayor of
Napier. This young lady, who formerly resided in
Auckland, exhibited au aptitude for music at a very
early age indeed, and has for some time been the pupil
of Herr Zimmerman and Cer]l Schmitt She is now in
London, where the examining p s at the Lond

b waist 93 inches; hipa 13 inches.

' Professor Sargeant, with several thonsand tabulated
life messurements in hand, produced a composite figure
of the young American girl with these measnrements :
Height 63} inches, breadth of neck 3'8 inches, girth of
neck 1z 1 inches, bremdth of shoulders 147 inches,
breadth of waist 8'6 inches, girth of waist 24°6 inches,
breadth of hip 13t inches, girth of hips 13°4 ibches,
girth of calf, 13'3 inches, girth of upper arm 16°I inches,
girth of thigh 21-4 inches, and forearm 92 inches.

‘Miss Anna Wood has given measnrements closely
similar to those of Professor Sargeant in her compoaite
figure of the Wellesley College girl, being averaged from
the measarements of over 2,000 young women.

‘ Given the height, proportion and weight of an average
physiqoe for the man and woman, what shonld be the at-
titude or posture of such an individual, especially when
standing ¢ By posture is meant a position of eguilibrium
of the body which can be maintained for some time, sach
as standing, sitting or lying.

¢ For the maintenance of the erect posture the follow-
ing conditions mnst be realized : (1} The corresponding
halves of the body must be in the same snatomical re-
lation. [2) The centre of gravity of the whole body
must fall jost in front of the last lumbar vertebra. That
the first of these two conditions may be realized there
must be a well-developed and symmetrical skeleton and
a corresponding symmetrical development of the muscles
of the two sides of the body. That the second condition
may be realized, there must be such a development of
the extensor muscles on the back of the body as will
be snfficient to antagonize the fiexor muscles on the
front of the body. :

These conditions are not always realized, and hence
certain physical defects are observable, such as obliqnity
of the head, elevation or depression of the shoulder, cur-
vature of the spine and so forth.

"Among the defects which intetfere with proper
stature and proportions may be mentioned knock knees,
bow legs and pigeon toes,

*Knock knees ocenr in childbocd or at puberty, and
are penerally associated with rickets and due to a want
of muscolar or bony strength. Owing to the width of
the “pelvis, the thigh boues are inclined inweard, This
detennines the direction of the deformity. There isa
disproportion between the weight of the body and the
strength of the muscles. In consequence the inner con-
dyle of the thigh bone grows dowt and inward, and
throws the lower leg ontward.

* Bow legs are also: associated with rickets and want of
strenpth i muscles and bones. In this condition the
tiatural curve of the hone is exaggerated and the legs
bend ontward.

¢ Pigeon toes are & tertn applied to the inward direc.
tion of the foot, dependent on insofficient development
of the muscles which should turn the foot ontward,
Thisis & condition chserved in monkeys and very young
children.

' In addition to the above-mentioned deformities re.
lating to the trunk and limbs, there are others found in
both men and women, especially in the latter, however,
which relste to changes in the shape of the thorax,
caused by undue compression or restriction.

‘It is dificuit to nnderstand why this construction
shouald have been indulged in through theages. Thereis
an idea, however, that it confers on the individual an ar-
tistic effect, The Greek woman of the decadent period
suggested the wetheds and objects. It was adopted by
tbhe Romaus at 1the beginning of the Empire.  During
the middle ages it died ount, to be revived in the twelith
century.'

THR April oumber of the Poli Mall Magazine does not
fall beneath the mark of its excelient predecessors, and
offers literary and artistic satisfaction to the varied tasies
of its very laree army of readers. The English show
place, beautifully jllustrated in this month’s issne, is
Levens Hall in tbe North Country. The sport of the
month, deslt genisliy with by the Hon. T. W, Teph,
M.P,, is ‘Trout Fishiog.” There are several good
wrticles on interesting subjects, and several good short
stories, obe more motlable than the others entitled *The
Strange Adventure of Joan Archer.’ There is the con-
tinoation of R. L. Stevenson's ¢xtremely attractive story
* 5t. Ives,” also the contivnation of ' The Story of 1812,
and the article entitled, ' The Major Tactics of Chess,”
Mr Quiller Conch treats to an amesing instalment of
light verses and talk upon many things from his * Corpish
w“iindow.' . The illustrations are sll of av attractive
order. - S [

TuR April aumber of the Review of Reviews is to hand,
Among the leading features is tbe third asrticle by Mr
Stead on Her Majesty the Queen, It is entitled, * The
Queen as Editor of the Realm,’ and ia interestingly
written and profasely illustrated, Mr W. H. Fitcbett
continues his * Fights for the Flag,’ hiasnbject this month
being George 11. at Dettingen, Readers who have not
scen Nansen's * Farthest North’ will God au interesting
review of the famious voyage. Among subjects more pay-
ticularly Australasian are an article on * Muosical Taste in

Conservatoire of music evipeed such interest in her per-
forwance, both on the viclin avd pisno, that they have
presented her with a scholarship of {35 and free tuition
for & year. Miss French, who is to appear professionaily
in aboot six months, should have a brillinnt career before
ber,

o] Jand,’ and snother on * The Federsl Convention
at Work.?

A BEAUTIFUL' COMPLEXION,.

Apgly Sulpholine Lotion, It drives away pimples
blotches, roughuess, redoess, and all disfigurements
Salpholine develops & lovely shin, 1s bottles Afade
in London—{Advt).



