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ROWINC.

The Victorian Rowing Association haas decided to send
un ¢ight to compete at the famons Henley Regetta to be
beld at "ome in July next. The Aastralisn scallers have
proved themselves far superior to their English brethren,
and I see o reason why an Australian eight should not
also prove successful,

The New Sooth Wales Rowing Association have
written to the Victorian Rowing Association, intimating
that noless the latter complied with the amateur defini-
tion adopted by the Sydney conference last year, the
New Sonth Wales crew wonld not compete at the
coming intercolonial eight-oar contest, It was decided
at a special mecting of the Victorian Association that it
would require one month's notice to make nny alteration
in the rules to conform with the Conference definition.
In conseguence of the Victorian Associstion taking this
stand New South Wales will uot compete, and the crew
picked have ceased training.

TENMIS.

The last tournament of the season, Waipawa v. Rua-
taniwha Plaios, was played on the Waipawa conrta, and
resnlted in a win for the former by 15 games, Although
the wind was rather boisterous in the morming. it sub-
sided later on, and as the conrts were in splendid order,
a very enjoyable time was spent. Refreshing afternoon
tea was dispensed to the players and spectators by Mrs
Loughnan.

In Donedin the westher doring the Easter holidays
was almost perfect. On Saturday week a  tennis
match was played on the Oiago tennis courts between
Otago and Canterbury, with the result that Otago won
easily by 27 games.

The anbual interprovincial tennis match, Canterbury
v. Otago, which lasted three days, and comprised Men's
aod Ladies' Doubles, Combined Doubles, and Men’s and
Ladies’ Singles, resulted in a victory for Otago by
twenty-three games ; the totals being : Otago 380, Can-
bory 257.

FDOTBALL.

Between forty and fifty persons were preseni st a
meeting held at Hastings receotly for the purpose of
forming a football club. Mr Cashion took the chair. It
was decided that a Clab, to be known as the City Clab,
shonld be formed, with a first and second fifteen, and
that it should be affiliated to the Hawke's Bay Rughy
Union. The following delegates were chosen ;—Messrs
Muarfitt, Callen, and C. Canlton, My McRae was clected
aecretary and Messrs Satherland, Humphries, Cullen,
and Stobs were placed on the Committee.

The members of the Albion Football Club, of Christ
church, received guile & sudden apd nunpleasant shock
when one of their playera, Eroest Merritt, died saddenly
while sitting and conversing with two of his comrades
oun board the 8.5, * Talune ' on her passage from Lyttel-
ton to Wellingtlon, where the Albion Ciub were proceed-
ing to play the Poneke junior term st Easter. Needless
to say the match did not eventvate. MesTitt was 25
years of age, and & well known and popuiar athlete in
Christcharch. He was married about a year ago to &
danghter of Mr H. Sutherland, of Wellivgton. At the
inquest held on the deceased the jury found that death
had been caused owing to weakness of heart caused
through ses-sickness. R

I hear on reliable anthority that Alf Bayly, the crack
Taranaki three quarter, will don the amber and black
jersey again thia scason,

The Champiouship matches in Auckland will com-
mence on Saturday, May Sth.

The Auckland Rugby Union has wrranged & programme

of matches for the varicus primary schools in Auckland,
and tbe contests will be played nizder the suspices of the
A_R.U., who will also provide trophies for the winning
team.
It is expected that the New Zealand team will leave
Wellington for Sydney at the end of June, The match
North v. South JIsland, will most likely be played in
Wellington prior to the departure of the New Zealand
team.

Football promises to be more interesting in Napler
this scason. The Hawke’s Bay Rugby Union intend to
endeavour to setid & team to play Welliogton, Tarsnaki
sad Anckland doribg the comiog seasom.

A. Muson, the littie but good crack Dunedin half back,
has taken up bis residence iu Wellington.

A. B, White, the well-kpown Canterbury half, h=s un-
foctunately had his collar bone broken again, and has de-
cided to give the game best.

NEW ZEALAND RUGBY UNION,

The fifth aonoal genera] meeting of the Council of
New Zealand Rogby Union was held last Saturday even-
ing. Mr Campbell (Wellington), wice-president, was
elected chairman. The following delegates were pre-
sent :—Messtn Bate and Fsche (Wellington), F. W.
Mitchell, MacKenzie, Bee and Wiikinson (Otago), Law-
renson (Poverty Bay), Wesney (Soutbland), Firth
{Nelson), Ronaldson {Taranaki), McCardle (Canterbary),
Whiffen (Mapawatu), Gibbons {(Auvcklaod}, Morrison
{Hawke’s Bay), Batchelor (West Coaat), Hyams (Wan-
ganni}, Lewis (South Canterbury), snd M. De Costa
{bon, secretary), - The chairmsn moved the adoption
of the annual report mugd balasce - sheet, stating
that the Union was now in good hesrt, and ful-
filling tbhe duaties which it ondertook when it
was inaugurated. It was doing good work, and he
was tertain that it would continue to doso, It was a
matter for congratalation that it was discharging its
functions without causing any friction, while at the
samie time it was able to undertske the msnagement
of teams snd settle dispotesof varions kinds, It was de-
cided that the delegates of the South Caotesbury and
Marlborough Unions should not exercise their votes as
those Unions were ip arrears. The treasarer explained
that 33 per cent. of the gross takings of the Queensland
matches in Wellington wss given to the Athietic Park
Company, The ti for the adoption of the report
and balance-sheet was agreed to. -

The Council resolved to ask the Earl of Ranfurly, the
new Governor, to accept office as batron., Mr Gellawey
{Otago) was elected president. The remaining officers
were elected as follows =—-Vice-presidents, Messrs De-
vore (Auckland), Rees (Poverty Bay}), Logan {Hawke'’s
Bay), Walker {bush districts), Hankins (Manawatn).
Empson {Wangeuoui}, Bayly (Taranaki}, Whatman (Wai-
rarapa), Littiejohn (Nelson), Mills, M.H.R. (Marl-
borough), Harden (Bnller), Boyd (West Coast), Rhodes
{Canterbury}, Jonas (South Canterbury), George {South-
land); Otago has yet 3o nominate a vice-presi-
dent; hon. sec., A. M. DeCosta (re-elected); hon.
Asgociation sec., Mr E. Batchelor (re-elected); hon.
treasurer, Mr ]J. Hyams {re-elected) ; mansgement com-
mittee, Messrs Bate {Wellibgton), Bee (Otagoj, Wesney
{Southland}, Morrison (Hawke's Bay), Gibboos [Auck-
land)}, Lawrenson { Poverty Bay), McCardle (Canterbury}),
with officers ez officio ; auditor, Mr Coopland (Welling-
ton); appeal committee, Messts Henderson (Auckland),
Fache (Wellington), Cotterill (Soath Canterbury), Firth
{Nelson), Logan {Hawke’s Bay).

. A number of football matches were played at Dunedin
during the Easter holidays. The Britannia Club, of In-
vercargill, visited Dunedin and played the Dunedin Club.
The latter team proved victorions by 11 points to 8.
Britannia were the first to score, Hill gaining a try,
which Purdie converted, and shortly alterwards the
latter kicked a goal from a free kick. Towards theclose
of the game Turton, for Danedin, Xicked a goal from a
penalty kick, 20d Eagle and MacKenzie scored tries one
of which was converted into a goal by Turton.

The Linwoed {Christchurch) Clob played the Unionon
the Caledonian ground, Dunedin, on Haster Saturday.
Althongh Linwood was the first to scote, the Union Clab,
chiefly through the fine play of their forwards, gained an
easy victory by nineteen points to five. For Linwood,
J. O'Brien scored a try which F, O'Brien converted,
while for the winhers triea wers gaived by Armstrong
{twa), Thomson and Stewart, and Ritchie converted two
into goals, and also kicked a goal from a free kick.

The match between Merivale {Christchurch) and Al
hambra {Dagedin), played at Dunedin, attracted conaider-
able interest, and after an int¢restiog game resulted io &
draw, neither side scoring.

The annual match between the second fifteens of the
Linwood {Christchnrch) and Union {Donedin) Clubs was
played at Danedin, snd regolted in & win for the Lio-
wood team by four tries {I2 points) to nil. Tries were
scored by Ormandy (two), O’Brien and Adams.

‘The East Christchurch Club, which has been in exist-
ence for filteen years, recently disbanded. The Club
was formed on April 17th, 1882, o the proposition of
Mr F. D. Kesteven, and siravge to say, it was this gentle-
man who proposed that the Club be disbanded.

The two Wellington teams, Melrose and Wellington,
had & very rongh pasage in the s.5. *Rotomahana’ to
Lyttelton, and this fast steamer occupied 74 hours of the
journey. The Melroae tenm, despile theisr rough sod
long passage, defeated Sydenham {Chrisichurch} by &
pointa to 3 For the wioners, Hardcastle scored tweo
tries, one of which Mason converted, while S, Halliday
gained a try for Sydenbam,

The Wellington Clob's Reps were defeated by the
Christcharch Club at the Christ’s College Ground by 22
points to 5.

The match between the North and Soath of England
was Dlayed at Dewsbury on Saturday, Febroary z7th
and contrary to geperal expectation was won by the
North by thirteen points to five. The Sonthern men
plaved against a strong breeze thronghont the first apell,
and held their own well all throogh, but aflter changing
over, and with the wind behind them, they collapsed al-
together, the forwards especially being beaten badly.
The South backs were, as s whole, superior to the
Northern brigade, and the resunlt of the game goes to
again prove how a fine, dashiog, straight-abead set of for-
wards can annihilate nearly all the work of good backs,

A QUESTIDMABLE ADYANTAGE.

I reading (ssys the London Daily Mail) the eyes neces-
sarily travels over a great desl of space, Backward and
forward from the beginning of a ling to its end, and then
to the beginning of the pext, it all amounts up 1o & sur-
prisingly Jong distance in a life time, or even in the
course of reading this morning's copy of the Daily Maii.
It does not often occar to a reader, however, that the
eye travels jost twice the distance that it wonld bhave to
go if the type could be so arranged as not to necessitate
going from the end of one line the whole distance back
in order to get at the beginning of the next one, Tt has
been suggested, however, that books and papers be
printed in such a way that this can be overcome. It
could be done by baving the alternate lines read back-
wards, the first line being straightforward, and the jol-
lowing being printed backwards. For example :—

' Two ceremonies in Burmah mark when childbood
boys The  begins womanbood or manbood and stops
have their legs tattooed in brilliant blue and red patterns
girls' the of boring The .bored ears their girls the and
ears is commenced with a peedle, and the puscture is
be cav finger the of tip the until incteased gradually
introdnced. Thia enlatging process is mlso carried on in
& carry can pative the where, Islands Polynesian the
good-sized knife hanging in the lobe of his ear. The
who ,Esquimeawx the of that is mutilation ngliest
punches a hole in his cheek, and puts a bone stud into

N -t

The chief argument cleimed for the plan is that it
might save the eyes and possibly facilitate rapid reading
if customary. A million letters laid side by pide witl
make hardiy more than a mile, y¢t in a year the average
teader covers with his eyes almost 1oo miles, and in a
lifetime a great reader covers over 2,000 miles of print.
A joo-page novel has a mile of reading, and the four-
volume edition of *Macanlay’s History of Hogland®
Jeads the eyes a chase of four miles and a half to get
through. In such calculalions it can be seen where the
possible utility of the proposed change can come in, for
in the case of *Macaoley’s History,” for example, the
eyes travel oot the mere four and a half miles but nine
miles, since for every line read they have 10 travel back-
ward fust as far to begin the next ope. It kas also been
calculated that it takes a rapid reader five hounrs’ steady
reading to read a mile of print.

After several testa we are forced to confess that Lthe
new method of readiog, which we became acquainted
with in the pagex of a paper devoled to the interests of
the prioting trade, comsumes considerably more time
than the old.

The faces of the women oot passes in the street form a
curions and, too often, a saddening stndy. ©One womsn
purses np her lips, another screws her eves into nn-
patarainess, while a third will wrinkle up her forehead
and e¢yebrows until she looks abgolutely ngly, The
trick {8 an moconscioss one, but it is none the less a
trick, and a bad one. There is no reason why m woman
should look forbidding and bad tempered just because
she is annoyed aboot something, Deep-seated trouble
has & way of writing itself upon the face whether we will
or not. Sickness, too, bas its own haodwriting, and
will not be concealed by art.  Bat the frown caused by
superficial troubles should not be eutertained by the
face for an instant. We sbould strive 10 look a5 pleasant

a8 possible for the sake of others ; » corresponding cheer-
fulness of temperament will inevitably result, and al-
ways to the aweeteniog of our pature, We cavnot afford
to go about with gloomy faces.
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