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NEW ANCLICAN CHURCH AT OKATO AND
TATARAIMAKA.

LAVING OF THE FOUNDATION STUXES.

tricts in Taranaki. The former isabout eighteen
miles south of New Plvmounth, the township
being on the Stoney river, and in the sixties, when the
nalives were io & state of rebellion, it was considered one
of the frontier settlements. Tatarsimaka is sboot ten
miles to the north of Okato, and was originally pur-
chased f1om the patives in 1§36, In the old times there
was & large pa on the land capable of holding a consider-
sble number of nstivres, and was called Pukeporoporo.
The natives then had the place in e state of caltivation,
bot when it was sold the pa had become dilapidated, and
the land overgrown with weeds and native shrubbery.
Previons to the rising of the Soutbern oatives in rebel-
lion im 1361, the settlers on the Tataraimmaka hlock had
decided 1o ercct & place of worship io & ccutral sitvation,
and arrangements had gobe so far that the timber had
been cut and placed on the ground. The ootbreak of
hostilities, however, put a stop to furtbher progress, and
the timber was purchased by the Government for £ oo,
and was utilised in the erection of & block-house, The
money received was invested, and formed the noclens of
the fund now being raised for the erection of the church_
For some time past the setilers both at Okats and
Talaraimaka have been most energetic in raisiog funds
and in secaring sites for charches in their distnets, and
evervthing being completed to start the erection of the
buildings, the Ven. Archdeacon Govett was asked to lax
the foundation stones. The day fixed on for the cere-
mony wae Thorsday, Febtuary r11thk, but the weather
heing wery wet and tempestoous, it was postponed till
the next day. Accordiogiy om Friday. the weather
having cleared up, a party in vehicles, left New Piy-
mouth, consisting of Ven Archdeacom Govett, Rev. F.
W. Walker, Rev. F. G. Evagos, Rev. €, W. Robson,
Mr W. H, Skioner, Mr 5. W. Shaw, the members of St,
Aary's choir {voder Mr Sidney Cooper), aud others. As
the sun rose in the heavens the atmosphere became plea-
saotly refreshiog, so the drive oot was miost enjovable to
the party 1aking part iz the ceremony.

OK:\TO and Tatareimskae are two progressive dis-

LAYING THE FOUMDATION STONR OF TATARATMAKA®
CHURCH. .

The party from New Plsmouath reached Tataraimaka
st about neon, and were met by the Rev, H. Mason and
a large party of the settlers, their wives and families.
Freparalion was at once masde for the ceremony, and &
procession was formed headed by MrW. Catfield, Mr Ware-
ham, and Mr W, H. Skinner, who were followed by Ven.
Archdeacon Govetl, the pssisting ministers—Rev. F. W
Walker, Rev. ¥. G. Evans, Rev. H. Mason, and Rer.
(. W, Robinson —all in tkeir robes, and the choir of St.
Mary's Chureh in theit surphces.  The procession went

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC

Sat, March 20, 1897. -

round the site of the proposed charch, which was pre-
sented for the purpose by AMr F. A. Carripgton, of New
Plymoutb, and oo erriviag et the corner stone the choir
sang a hyma. The Rev. C.W._ Robinson then read some
prayers and the choir chanted the "Te Denm,’ Other
appropriate prayers were read, and the religions service
was ¢concladed by the Ven. Archdeacon Govett givinga
geoeral thanksgiving.

Mr W. Cutfield, the minister's warden, then handed to
the Archdeacon a mallet on which was u silver plate,
suitably instribed, and the vencrable gentleman pro-
ceeded to lax the stone by tapping it and declaring it
*to be well and truly laid," at the same time naming the
bnilding to be erected St. Peter's Church, Archdeacon
Govett then tonched npon the origin of laying foundation
stones, and mentioned the rite of Jacob the Patriarch,
who set wp a stone as & pillar in the wilderness afier
seeing the wision in his sleep. In conclusion he con-
gratalated the settlers on possessing a chorch in the near
future dedicated solely to the worship of God, and e
ferred to the fact that thev.now had a minister of the
s ospel dwelling in their midst. Anocther hymn was then
sung by the choir, when the benediction having heen
given, the proceedings were bronght to a close,

The officers of St. I'eter’s Tataraimaka. are - —Vestry,
Mesars W. Catfield, G. W. Warcham, W. Hozneyfield, W.
Cave, L. Lackin ; minister's warden, Mr W, Cxtfield :
people’s wanlen, Mr G, W. Warcham ; secretary, Mr W,
L. F. Chmmbera.

LAYING YHR FOUNDATION STONE OF OKATO CHURCH,

In preparation for the event, Okato had puot on its
holiday attire. and all the svailsble buntiog was made
use o for the occasion. The party from New Plymonth
were accompanied from Tatarnimaks bya nomber of the
settiers, and proceeded to the farm of Mr W. Lambie,
near the Kaihihi River, where theladies of thedistricthad
P in & glade by the river barnk a wubstantial re-
past. The ledies were unremitting in their attention to
the visitors, who did jostice to the g2od things provided.
Those who took pact were Mesdames Bell, Cathield, Cor-
bett, Elwin, Bustace, Fax, A, Gray, McCullum, Silc,
and Warcham, who were assisted by Misses Bell {twos,
Bowers, Crozier, Greenway, Humphreys, Pearce, Soie.
Shaw, Thomson, and Woolridge.

The site of the new chorch ia in Carthew-street, just
off the mein road, and was gisen by Mr A. Gray, of
Okato. The setilers have sobscribed liberally towards
the boilding. which has been supplemented by a lcan of
Aroo from St. Mary’s Vestry for ten years withont in-
terest, and (25 from the English Society for the Promo-
tion of Christian Knowledge.

The visitors having refreshied themselves, n start was

LAYING THE FOUNDATION STOXE OF ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, OEKATO.

MEW AWMGLICAN CHURCH (ST. PAUL'S), OKATQ, TARANAKIL,

made for the lownship, and as the party aurived at the
site of the new chorch there was to be seen placed on a
hoarding near the stone, painted on cagvas, the follow-
ing text, ' Behold 1 lay im Zion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious—r1st Peter, ch. 2, v. €' The work was
done by Mr D). F. Greenway. The ceremony gone
throogh at Tataraimaks was again repeated at Okato,
bat on this occasion Messrs W. J. Gray and A. Bell were
the assisting wardens. After the religions service was
cencinded the Archdescon proceeded to lay the stone,
and mamed the charch St. Fanl's. He then addressed a
few remarks to those present. He said the work of lay-
ing two foandation stones in one day was an event which
very seldom fell to any but a bishop in a large diocese,
and it pleased him to think that the settlers had been
moved to erect two chaorches in that part of the district.
From what he knew of the clergvmen in the diocese, he
feit ecriain they wonld laboor hard to carry on the gocd
work, and he predicted a happy career for both churches.

A marble plate was iulaid in the foondation stone. on
which was ipaseribed, * This stooe was laid by Ven. Arch-
deacon Gowett, Febrnary rith, 1897," and in a cavity cot
in the stone, besides the current coins of the realm and
local newspapers, were placed the names of the otficers
of Sit. Paal's Chorch, wha are as follows :—Cuarate-in-
charge, Rev. H. Mason ; vestry, Messrs C. Sole, A.
Grav, A. Bell. and J. McCullam ; minister's warden, Mr
A. Bell | people’s warden, Mr A. Gy ; building com-
wittee, W. N.Syme. A. Bell, and A. Gray; secretary and
treasarer, Mr A. Bell.

After the ceremony Mr A. Bell, the minister's warden,
read an address to the Archdeacon, in which the settlers
thanked him for the assistance rendered that day. and
wishing that gentleman bon vogage on bis contemplated
trip to the Old Country. Archdeacon Govelt. in reply,
thadked them, and said with God's will he boped to re-
taorn to Taravaki and lay his bones in the land of his
sdoption.

After the ceremony thosc assembled retarned to the
spot near the Kaibibi river, where tea had been pro-
vided, and the local Maori hrass band, under the leader-
ship of Mr Swaysland, plaved several selections. In the
cveniog & concert was held in the schoolroom, which
was well attended. The offertories collected at each
place were large apd satisfactory.

We are indebted to Mr E. H. Clark, schoolmaster at
Oknto. for the photograph of the ceremony of laying
the foundation stone, and to Mr F. Messcuger, nrchi-
tect, New Plymouth. for a sketch of the bailding to be
crected.



