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The sketch here gives a little of the frieze as
it appeared on either side of the mantelpiece
drapery, which was, | think, exceedingly preity, and
it really srose out of the fact that | possessed a nice
sheet of looking.glass without any frame to it. This I
fixed up agaiost the wall with two pails which projected
over it 80 as to prevent it falling forward, and thes sur-
rounded it with two gradnat flonnces of art musiio,
the lowet one vellow, the
upper one white, while
above this again the
printed muoslin nsed in
the f{rieie was iotro-
doced. The drapery
falling down on either
side of the mantel.-board
was decorated to match.
As it had to do dutyas a
dressing-table as well, I
fixed a Jittle basket that
a friend of mine had sent
me oy the wall near hy,
so 43 10 hold odds sand
ends of toilet accessories.
Ithad a fretwork wooden
back, which 1 painted
white 1o match the rest
of the room. and was
covered with a pretty bit
of yellow brocade, and
tied up at the corners with butterfly bows, two pieces of
ribbon being run throogh the slats at the back, I have

A PRERTTY TIDY.

given the basket drawn separstely, as I think it suffi- .

cientix pretty for vou towish 1o copy it

QUERIES.

Any guerics, domeslic or pfheriise, ln'u.bc inserted frez of
charge. Correspondents rsylz'-g L] gmﬂu are sted fo
mive the date af the question t. m ind enough fo anncer,
and address their reply to ! The y Editov, NEw ZEALAND
GRAPHIC, Auckiand,” and on the top left-hand corner of the

envelope, ' Answer' or ' Query, ax the cust may be.  The
RULXS for enis are few amd simple, bul readers
to compiy

of the NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC arr
widh them.

Queries and Anpwcers Lo Queries are adways inserted a2
soom as posnble afler they are received, though owing to
pressure on this column, &t may be a wvek or twe before they
appear. —ED.

RoLNss.

NO. 1.—Al communicaions must be writicn on one pude
of the paper only. . .

No. 2 —All letters  not left by hand ) must be prepaid, or
tAey will receive no altention.

N % —The editor cannol undmiake to reply exrent
through the columns of thix paper.

RECIPES.

Toapaxs-THE-HoLR.—1b beel kidoey, '21b of beel,
6az of flour, 1 pint of milk, 2 eggs. Mix the eggs with
the flour, without previously beating them, then add the
milk graduatly, stirring a1l the time, beat well; ket it
staod a little wrhile, cut np the meat, lay it in a well-
greased tio, poor the batter over, and bake in a good
ovea for o= hour,

TARRAGON CHICKENS.—Chickens with tarragon are
prepared as follows :—Truss the chickens for boiling, tie
some slices of bacon round them ; put them into a sance-
pap with a bunch of sweet herbs, carrots, onions, pars-
lex, pepper and salt. & good hitofl 1arragon, apd satficient
second stock to come bail way up the birds. Put on the
id of the sancepan, and let the whole simwer very gently
1ill the chickens are done. Fifteen minntes before serv.
ing strain off some of the stock, and having removed alf
fat let it reduce gnickl)y over a brisk fGre; dish up the
chickens, spriukle them with some chopped tarragoen,
and pour all over and round them the reduced stock.

PaTaTo CARE.—Ilogredients: The potatoes, flour,
sait.  Boil the potatoes until they are soft and Boury:
Jdry them. and while warm mash thoroughly with the
hands. Mix with safficient flour to bind the potato
wilthaoot wakiog it stiff, add the salt, roll the cake out
and fry in flavoured fat. The cake is usuaily half an
inch ip thickness and shaped (0 the size of the pan. It
shounld be most carefully turned to avoid breakiog it.

Bux.—OQOutside Paste: Take 1's breakfastcupfols of
flour, and put iote it b of either dripping or butter,
and 's teaspocnful of beking powder. Mixto a Grm
paste with water, and roll it ont intoa thin sheet ; grease
the inside of cake pan and iiae it neatly with the paste,
reserving a piece the size of the pan for the top of the
hun. Then put together iu a large basin the following :
—11b flour, ';1b sugar, 21ts large blue raisios (stooed),
2lbs corrants (well washed in cold water, robbed dry,
aopd picked), % 1b orange peel, ' teaspoonful black
pepper, [ small teaspoonful baking yoda, %416 slmonds,
‘;oz each of ginger, cinnamon. and Jamaica pepper, |
teaspoonful crenm of tartar, and a smsll breakfasicupful
of miik, or just as mach as barely moistens it all. Mix
all thoroughly with the bands, and pot the mixtare into
the lined 1lio ; make it flat ob Lhe top, wet the edges
round sud put on tbe piece of paste reserved for the pur-
pose.  Prick it all over with a fork, brush it with a little
egg. wnd put it io the oven for about two sod a-half
hours.

STRAWEBERRY COTTAGE PUDPDING —Cream together
one-balf cup of butter and ave cup of sugar, add ooe cup
of milk, coe beaten egg, one pint of sifted foor and two
tesspooufuls of baking powder. Bake in a cakepan, and
serve hot with liquid sance, into which fresh straw-
berries, mashed with sugar, bave been stirred.

STRAWBERRY JELLY.—Boil three-quarters of & poound
of sugar in hall & pint of water, r it boiling hot aver
three pints of stramberries pl in an esrthern vessel,
add 1be juice of two lemons, cover closely, and let it
stapd twelve hours. Thet straib through s cloth (flagnel

is the best thing); mix the joice which bas ran throogh
with two and & hall ounces of gelatine which has been
dissolved in & little warm water, and add sanfficient cold
water to make the mixtore ope guart. Poor into a
moald, and set on the ice to cool.

TO MARX LINEM, ETC.. FOR SCHOOLS.

TownLs, finger napkine, nightshirts, and all white
apparel are generally done with marking ink; bat, if
they are to be suhmitted to the tender mercies of an
ordinary steam lanndry, or those of & lanndress who uses
bleaching powder and other destructive agents, the best
plan is to have the name in full woven in turkey.red silk
on white silk ground. Plannels for cricket, rowing, and
football can be marked in the same way, thoogh cross-
stitch marking is commonly used for the two latter,
Handkerchiefs are best marked with embroidered
initials, or, faule de mirwr, with marking ink: and for
collars marking ink is the best, Umbrellas can be marked
on a silvrer or metal plate on the bandle, or els¢ a tape
e¢wn inside near the edge. Bmshes (halr and clothes)
can have the uame neatiy cat in in block letters, orin
script style ; or thev cau have the initials cat in a silver
monogram. Many boys prefer tiny brass nails stndded
in, about '5 inch apart; and tbis plan, with larger nails,
answers well for play boxes and book boxes. Tronks
and bags are best treated by painting the initials, either
in white or black. on the two zides ; and it is a good pian
to bave some distinguishing mark painted on the bhag or
trook, as it saves time on atriving at a terminus, where
50 many bags, etc., are alike. Combs and toothbrushes
are easily marked with apy name. Soap boxes, if of
pewter, can be engraved.  Boots should hace a tape io-
side the tag, or tave jpitials painted ipside the tongne.
Books are best marked on the top edge with pen and
ink.

THE CIFT OF CRACIGUSNESS.

(BY MRS WILLTE WALEER CALDWELL.)

1r¥ I could play fairy godmother to all the girls I know I
shonld bring to each christening the same gifi—thereby
endowing them with a wonderfol power. which wonld
bring them friends. bappiness, influence and love—'the
gift of gracionsness.' i

Most girls fail Lo appreciate this quality, which is
more wicnoing than accomplishinenis, and more endaring
than heanty., When the freshuess, light-heartednessand
graces of youth are gone this giit abides, and forms as
becoming a diadem to the matroa’s brow, or the grand-
mother's silver locks as to the heanty of the maiden.

Unlike beanty, which God has pot granted to all
women, and accomplishments, for which all have not a
like taste or fitness, this gift can be acguoired by all.
The only things that can prevent iis acquisition are a
selfish disposition and a Joveless heart—it will not dwell
where love for humenity does not abide, and, like true
politeness it is foanded on nnselfishness. .

I have heard girls say somethicg like this: " OQh, she
is nice 1o every one—it is natural for her 1o be s0—some-
bow I do not feel that way. I am constitntionally indif-
ferent, and it would be hypocrisy in me to pretend to be
interested in most people, when really there are only a
few 1 care about.” I have heard these sate girls com-
puain of not being 30 universally liked as other girls, or
of being [eflt out of some pleasure in which their more
gracious friends were included. The secret at the
bottom of the nataral indifference of these girls isgener-
ally selfishness, indisposition to pat themselyes ont for
others, or else a conceited idea that their charms are so
great that every one shonld pay court to them and ex-
pect notbing in returo.

T bave heard other girls say that they were too timid
to be gracious, that their shyness made them appear in-
different. The best antidote for timidity is 1o coltivate
an unselfish interest in others, and to think as little as
possible of one’s self; there is no more effectual cloak
fot shyness than a kindly graciousness of manner,

I know two giris who live in the same town. One of
them is considered very beantifnl, graceful and bright:
she has several admirers and a few friends, bat the
majority of ber associates and her mother's and fether's
{riends feel entirely indifferent to ber, while some com-
meot gofavourably upon her vepellent manners. The
other girl iz not near so pretty and not a whit brighter,
but she has sweet, gracions ways with oid people and
children, with her motber’s friends and her own, with
the tradespeople and servants, and every ote in the town
is her admirer, champiou and friend. Wherever she
goes, smiles and blessings attend her.

Have you not obsetved the blessed preseace of o
gracious girl like this at a social gatbering or house
party ? She smiles brightly at ber hostess, and enters
heartily into the pleasores provided for her; stops in the
corner for A brief chat with the dear old grandmother,
and watches forab opportunity to¢xchange an unaffected
greeting with ber host. She compliments the pretty
costume or sweet voice of a sbrinking girl, and makes
the awkward boys, whe sre just entering society, feel
comfortable by her unstudied ease and cordiality, She
quietly thanks the setvants for their services, is ready
for a romp with the baby brother, or a game of dolls
with the little sisters. and makes hersell a veritable
source of sunshine 10 a whple gatbering or to an entire
bouseheld.

As life ripens and doties muoitiply, this *gift of
gmacioosness* finds pew chanvels, sand that which may
have at first been little more than a trick of manner,
prompted by kindlivess of heart, develops into a trait of
character—a life principle—and so becomes a power,

What & subtle, yet strong, force in the management
of a home! How it biegses the husband, assisis ia con-
trolling tbe servants, sod influencing the children;
whst & potent charm it is in social life, sod especially ia
performing the agreemble duties of bostess. Tbe yirl
whose motber has this gift is particolarly fortunate,
Her bome is sure to be & hsppy one, her fricuds are the
friends of her mother siso, snd in the pleasures of her
youth she has her mother's help and sympatby side by
side with her due restraiot and judicioas sdvice.

ON SHICING

BR SURE YOU HAVE A VOICE,

BY CLEMENTINR DR VEREK.

THe adrice which is used as the title of this article is
impostant to be observed in ita reference to both guality
sod quantity by girls who have any intention of making
poblic singisg their profession ; Lhoogh it is a matier of
far leag importance, in its latter connection, to those
who may igtend to sing only for their own pleasure, Lo
stady for a better apprecistion and enjoyment of the
singing of others, of Lo tesch vocal music, To those who
mtenc_l their voice to be their bread-winoer, in the
capacity to which I have frst allnded, the title-injone-
tion is the moat imporiant that can be given woy girl.

In the three cases cited bot the slightest quantity of
sctoal voca! strength may be present, provided that the
vocal cords are in a physical condition to emit the
musical tones. It sometines occurs that this is not the
case, that the throat cap not. from its defective forma-
tion, resound or reverberate as it shonld be able to do in
the prodncuo_n of a voice; bot this is nonswal. The
tones then being prese=t, even in the slightest quaptity,
the rest depends much npon the coltivation,

The best way to discover whether or not you-have a
voice is to submit yourself to a thoroughly good teacher,
and -bxde_hy his or her judgment, although, if Fou pos-
seas good intelligence, wusical appreciation aud & really
artislic sense, you shonld be able to judge lor yonrself
whether ¥yours tones are true and sweel, and those are the
obly regnisites v for a t in vocal
edncation.  Stirength, steadiness, volume and ability
come with trainiog; bot sweetness and trueness are
natuoral gifts. Thest can hardiy be acynired

The opinion ¢f yoor friends and relatives in this
matter, unless they are moce learned than loving, will
be of but little valee t0 you. They are, 8 & mule—be.
caust in their ignorance snd affection they condone and
overlook most glaripg fanlts-—the worst critics and ad-
visers that & girl can possibly have. I remetber a
famons prima donna once telling me thet when on her
tours of this conntry—more here than elsewhere, becanse
most foreign lands bave their national conservatories
open to the public, and because, in America, giris of a
lower stratnm bave ambitions beyond their station and
abilities—scarcely & morniug passed that fond parents
did not bring for her approval and examination embryo
Fattis and Scaichis. And it was a rarity when thege
singing birds could even follow a scale, thus showing by
their lack of natural ability how thoronghly naprepared
they were for a career as a public singer.

Therefore it is better, when possible, to submit your-
self and voer voice toa thoroughly good teacher ; one
who can have no prejudice either for or against you,
and wheo shon_ld. therefore, as he is interested in his art,
prove an unbiased and a safe judge. Flattery may be
pleasant, but trath is potent, and a girl of vocal anybi-
tions cannot kave teo much of the latter.

The guestion which natnrally suggests itsell next is,
‘How am I to know who is a thoroughly good teacher #*
And it is a very difficult question to answer; difficalt as
much becans: of the different schools and methods of
SiORIDg. As becaunse of the diffcrent characters, voices,
and abilities of pupils and teachers, One man may be
an absolute master of the style of singing ; can show
you all the little delicacies of expression and enoncia.
tion, the proper accentuation of important, and the pass-
ing over of unimportant, words, and yet may not know
the first priociples of voice production or execution,
Aguin, a master who may be able 1o develop for yon a
voice of large proportions from one so smal) ms to be
scarcely perceptible, will quite possibly give yoo nothing
of techiique—if one can apply this phrase in vocaliza.
tipn, If yon can find a teacher who combines execution
with voice production and development, you have found
& thing of value, und the safe person to whom 1o submit
your voict: as well as your vocal instruction,

Bol snppose that he tells you Lbal yon have no voice—
a thing which bappens bat mrely, most people POSsess-
ing at Jeast a small goaotity of that artic.e ; but if this
excelient teacher shall tell you that—although you have
the love of maosic, and the intelligence and industry
uecessary—yonus throat is defective i, its formation of
the socal cords, the oaly thing for yon to do is te resign
yourself to his judgment and abide by it. If you cannot
do it, umi_i.n. i{ ¥ou hase no voice, do not ry 1o sing.
The effect is painfol to your bearers and satisfactory only
to yourself. The traly srtistic spirit is nnselfish, and is
less desirons always of self enjoyment than of furnishiog
pleasure to others.

Bat if you-bave only the smatlest gusntity of voice,
enltivate what yom have; develop more, apd isarn the
art of sisgiog. Thet is all you will And it neCessary o
do in order to become & very pleasing singer. I say
*all,” but it is a very large *all.’ It represents months,
and even years of close applicatiou. patient study, con-
tinued practice and care. But the sdherence to them
will give you—provided you have started with the reqoi-
sites—a style which will charm, and a voice which will
be 10 yourself and yoor nearest and desrest, if not to the
publi¢, a constant source of refined pleasare.

A QUIBBLE

* How dare you say my bair is red »*
Fair Florence to ber lover said.

* >Tis aubarn, silly, can't you see ?”

‘ But let me tell you, dear,” said he,
* ‘Tis owiug 1o bair-red-ity.”
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