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YOUR DREAMS PHOTOCRAPNED.

Wr can photogruph all things liviog and all thingadead,
all thinga visible and many things invisible, bat never
atitil now hay map sacceeded in photographing a dream,
Before our time no serions effort was made to accomplish
this apparently impoasible task. The effort, however,
bas now been made, and we are asaured that the task has
been succesafully accomplished,

The scientist who claims to be able to give substance
and life to dreams is M. Radel. Heis a profound student
of philosophy, and he calls himaell & materialist, In
apiritualism he does not seem to have any faith, which is
rather remaarkable, as one wonld expect that a spiritualiat
would be more inclined than a materialist to interest
bimself in dreame.

M. Eadel, however, has studied spititualism very care-
folly, and the conclusiona at which he has arrived have

led bim to make the experiments which have prodoced
such & wonderful result. According to him, persons who
seem to be under the influence of spirits, or who see
what apirits do, are dreaming while under such infln-
ence, and of course all dream the same dream, the ner-
wvous centres of all being excited by the same thiogs, for
the reason that the attention of all is concentraied on
the same things, He concluodes, then, that when a
spiritualist is in thia condition and deacribes what he
sees he virtuslly photographa something which he has
seen in a dream, Sach being the case, he saw no reason
why the sights seen by spiritunlists could pot be actu-
ally photographed, and he determined to make experi-
ments in that direction.

His first experiments were entirely unsatisfactory.
The conditions were tot in his favour, Visions and
dreams are fleeting, and it is not always eusy to selze
them and give them ‘a local habitation and a name.*

THE LATHE MR. JAS. DILWORTH'S TOMB.
Founder of the Dilworth Ulster Instituie, Auckland.

[See * Our Iiostrations.’
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A SHIPS BOTTOM. {8te *Our Illustrations.’

Finally, however he succeeded. He photographed cer-
tain peraons while they were in a slumber or trance, and
the photographs showed not only the slumbering per-
sons, bot also the persons of whom (hey wert dreaming.

Here art bis ows words :—* To my profeund stupefsc-
tlon,” be says, 'I on two occmsions obtmined the pholo-
graph of s sleeping person, and over the photograph of
that person was the photograph of a form which the
person after awaking sasured me was the form of one
whom he had seen in his dream. As the time duriog
which it {s poasible to take soch & photograph is very
brief and the dream forms areever it motion, the forma,
as shown in the photographs, are vayue and confused,
but when the slecper awakena he can describe what he
bas seen in his dream, and it will then be enny to distin.
guish in the photograph the various forms of which he
has dreamed,*

The persona photographed by M. Radel slumbered
ohly a few seconds each time, and it can be readily seen
that it was almost impossible to photograph them.
During such very brief slumbers, however, the sleeper’s
dreams are constant and varied, and if satisfactory
photographs can be taken marvellous results should be
obtained.

It may be asked, If the dreams of such persons ¢an be
photograpbed why cannot the dreamns of all other persons
be photographed ? There is a good remson why they
cannot, M, Radel knew that his slumbering clients were
dreaming, whereas it is impossible to tell whether sn
ordinery sleeper is dreaming or not. An automatic
camera, sensitive enough to knrow when a sleeper begina
to dream, wonld be required in order to do such work
soccessfully, and some time may elapse before any such
camera is {nyented,

M. Radel's work, however, {3 not to be dismissed a3
illosory or useless, so far as practical results are coo-
cerned. Dreams play a greater part in our life than we
are aware of, and he would be a rash man who wonld
say that we can gain no good by photographing them.
There seems no reason why the ends of justice should
not in sSome cases be furthered by photographing the
dreams of suspected criminals, and we can imagine many
cases in which persons would be delighted to bave photo-
graphs of beloved ones seen in their dreams.

At any rate, M. Radel's work is novel and curious, and
the result of his further expetiment in this direction will
be awaited witk keen interest by scientists,

—_—

WOMAN'S LEAP YEAR RICHTS.

PROBABLY few spinsters who have been trylng to gather
up enongh courage to take advantage of their costomary
privilges duriag leap vear are aware that in two conntries
at least, and more than 600 years ago, laws were passed
which gave women the right of proposing marriage, saya
& writer in the Chicago Tribune. These enactments went
even forther than this. ‘They nlso stipulated that if 1he
man whose hand they sought should refmse he should
incur a heavy fine.

A searcher among the ancient records of Scotland
has recently discovered an Act of the Beottish Parlia-
ment which was passed in the year 1288, which runs as
follows :—

¢It is statut and ordaint that durisg the rein of his
maist blessit Megeste, ilk for the yeare knowne as
Lepe Yeare, ilk mayden layde of baithe highe and lowe
estait shall hae liberte to beapeke ye man she likeas,
albeit pgif he refuses to teik hir to be his lawiul wyfe,
he shall be mulcted in ye sum of ane dundis or less, as
his estait may be; except and awis gif he can make it
appeare that he is betrothit snpe ither woman, he then
shall be (ree.’

A year of two later a law almost similar to this Scot-
tish enactment was passed ih France, and received the
approval of the King. It ia aleo said that before Colum-
bua sailed on his famous voyage to the westward a
similar privilege was granted to the maidens of Genga
and Florence.

There is no record extant of any fines imposed under
the conditions of this Scottish law, and no trace ol
statistices regarding the number of apinsiers who took
edvantage of it or of the similar regulation in ¥France,
but the custom seems to have taken first firm hold upon
the popular mind about that time. The next mention
of it ia dated nearly 4o0 years Iater, and it Is a curious
little treatise called * Love, Courtship, and Matrimony,'
which waa published in London in 1606, Is this quuint
work the ' privilege ' ia thoa alluded to :—

* Albeit it now become a‘pnrr. of the common lawe in
regard to social relations of life, that as often as every
leap yeare doth retnrn, the ladyes have the sole privilege
doring the time it continveth of making love either b
wordes or lookes, as to them it scemeth proper, and,
moreover, no man will be entitled to benefit of clergy who
doth in any wise treat her proposal with slight or
eontumely,*

Up to within & centnryago it waa one of the ahwritten
laws of leap year that if & man ahould decline a preposal
he shonid soften the dismppointment which hia answer
would bring about by the presentation of asilk dress to
the unsuccessful suitor for his hand.

A ¢uatious leap year superstition is still to be met with
i rome parts of New England, and that is that in leap
year the ‘' beans grow on the wrong aide of the pod.®

ALCOHDLISM IN PARIS.

PARIS in alarmed over the ravages of alcobolism. ¥rom
investigationa recently counducted, Paul Raynand has
learned that the victims of the drink habit in Parig—
those seriously injured by it in health, some to the point
of Nisablement—now number 10,000 antually.

Ambulances carried to hospitals 300,000 persons last
year suffering from alcoholism in some form. Thia re-
presents, aays L’Iilustration, au expense of $180,000 for
trealing discases due to the effects of intemperance in
drinking. It is a sad fact that the proportion of women
ll;mng these drunks and patients is nearly equal to that
of men.



