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ally *‘out of sight’ has jast been patented by a San
Francisco gentleman. The merits claimed for the new
invention are, firat, that it is “oaot of sight” in a literal
schse, a8 the only portion exposed to view is the foot or
that portion coming in direct contact with the tire, and
does naot, therefore, give to the wheel a cumbersome or
awkward appearance; then it is convenient, always
being on hand and ready to operate, and light, weighing
only s few ouncesa; it is efective, s the wheel can at
ooce be brought to a full stop; and finally, it can be ap-
plied to any whee] and ischeap. The invention consists
of & handle-bar having a threaded extension,
with 8 corresponding interior thread fillivg and turning
upoun its extension. When the rider wishes to stop, &
single turn of the handle bar canses the »lidiag rod
within the handle post toact as a pully on the foot of the
brake and forces it against the rmbber tire. A hall torn
of the handle bar ia sufficient to stop a machine nnder
ordinary headway, while a complete turn will stop a
wheel going at any speed within ita own length,

How suddenly to briog your bicycle to a full stop
without dieastrous consequences is the problem which
an Illinois inventor thinks he has solved succesafuoily.
Acting upon a theory which is the outgrowth of a close
observation of nature, and which certainly seems plan-
sible to the lay mind, Mr Guertin has taken out a patent
for a new style of bicycle brake., In walking a person
instinctively throws the weight of the body on the for-
ward foot. When he wishes to stop he reverses the
operation, and throws the weight on the rear gne. In
riding a wheel the same instinct compels the rider to
favour the forward or back pedal as the case may be.
When the rider applies power te the pedal crank to
propel the machine forward, the upper side of the chain
becomes tauf and the lower slack, zllowing no friction
between the chain-shoe and chain, or tyre-shoe and tyre.
But when back pressureis applied to the pedals for the pur-
pose of arresting the forward movement of the machine,
the upper side of the chain is slack and the lower tasit.
Thas friction ensues between the chain-shoe and chain
and tyre-shoe and tyre, while the hub is arrested by a
back movement of the chain, causing the forward move-
ment to be arrested at hub, chain-shoe and tyre-shoe
simultaneously, thereby saving the racking ofthe wheel.
Asgoon as the weight is taken from the back pedal the
friction is removed and the wheel forced forward, pre-
venting the possibility of taking a header. The brake
may be gauged to work tight or loose as the rider
wishes, and the strain is equally distriboted. Also all
the rattling ia done away with. This brake ia a great
success, and meets B crying need.

A tandem bicycle can now be made from two ordinary
machines whenever the riders so desire. There need be
no more walking long, weary miles, cnrr);ing' a broken
wheel, nor need the wheelman or woman who meets with
any of the ordinary mishaps of the road despair. Nor
will it be oecessary for the sociably inclined to ride alone
in future, for lack of a tandem. An invention has jnat
been perfected, by means of which any good Samaritan
of the road may attach his unfortupate brother’'s wheel
to his own, and all the world may ride tandew if it
chooses. Anattachmenthas been devised which euables
you in & few minutes to make a tandem from any two
bvicycles, regardless of their make, height, or gear, and it
can be reduced to its original component parts with
almost equal celerity.. The weight being equslly dis-
tributed upen three wheels instead of two, & high rate of
speed with less output of effort is obtainable, It is a
fine hill climber, because it has two perfectly independ-
ent drivers. The apparatus whichaccomplishes so much
is simple in the extreme. The lower part consists of a
fork, with springs to connect the rear axle of the front
bicycle with the bottom bracket of the rear hicycle—the
front wheel can, if desircd, be entirely removed from the
rear bicycle. The upper part of the connection consiste
of two tubes which telescope and connect the saddle post
of the front bicycle with the stem of the handle-bar of
the rear bicycle,

THE BICYCLE AS AN INDICATOR OF CHARACTER.

{ How d'ye do, boys. Watching the fair eyclists, eh ?
Quite the proper thing nowadeysto drop in at the riding
academies ; and, by-the-bye, it will pay you chaps on
matrimony intent to keep a claose and thoughtful eye on
your lady-love’s performance a-wheel.

* That'a right, laugh—but you have doubtless heard a
trite proverb in regard to who laughs beat.

*If you will only give the matter a few moment’s con-
sideration you will cheerfully acknowledge that you can
tell more about & girl's temperament by watching her
ride a bicycle than by any other means,

* Juat watch Miss Ross—the best parfi of the season,
¥or my part I ahould not want to marry her, even if X
had the chaoce. A careful observer will note the firm
grasp upon the handle-bars, the snappy throw of the
feet upon the pedais, Despite her charming exterior,
that girl would make & perfect hornets' nest for her
better half.

* Miss Hogany—May Hogany? Well, she shows =
great lack of self rellance in her riding—gives the path
too casily, and would rather take a tumble than risk ron-
ning into anyone. I'm afraid she would be likely to
make home 80 wishy-washy that no spirited man wonld
be content.

‘Misa Von—Daiay Von? Ah, there's the ideall
Steady and easy, with a guick eye and a spriogy fool.
As & hostesa she would never omit & single detail. Aan
wife she would euter into yoar life as a troe friend and n
sympathetic champion. The one that marries her will
be sure of & congenial companicn mlong the road of life,
Should the sharp pin of misfortune pouctore the pnen-
matic tire of prosperity, her ready brain and fingera
would sid to patch the leaky tube.

* My opiniona prejudiced ? Heard rumours of my being
engaged to Miss Von ?

* Well, what of that. Shouldn’t a man have a good
opinion of his wife that is to be ?*

OLDEST MEN N THE WORLD.

THaE oldest man in the world has been discovered, He
is Bruno Cotrim, 2 negro born in Africa, and now a resi
dent of Rio Janeiro, The tnost carefnl Investigation
shows that this remarkable coloured man has lived to
the age of 150, and promisesa to continue his remarkable
exhibition of longevity for an indefinite peripd. The
discovery of this Jong-lived individual was made by a
German atatistician, who has pr ted his tnvestigations
with most jnteresting results. IHe finds that the closest
rival to Cotrim is a retired Moscow cabman named Kus-
trim, who is in hia 1{oth year. The statistician says the
oldest woman in the world is 130 years of age, bot prob-
ably out of natural courteay to the sex he refrains from
giving her name and address.

In diving still farther into the life and death statistics
of the world, the investigator found it necessary to turn
to the leaat civilized corners of the ¢arth in order to get
the longest livers,

The German empire, with 55,000,000 population, has
but 78 subjects who are moare then 100 years old.

Fraoce, with fewer than 40,000,000, has 213 persons
who have passed their 100th birthday,

Eungland has 146, Ireland 578, Scotland 46, Denmark
2, Belgium 5, Sweden 10, and Norway, with 2,000,000 in-
habitants, 23.

Switzerland does not boast a single centenarian, bnt
Spain, with about 18,000,000 population, has 410,

The most amazing figures found by the German statis-
tician came from that troublesome and turbulent region
known as the Balkan Peninsula. Servia has 575 persons
who are more than roo years old. Roumania 1,084 and
Bulgaria 3,883. In other words, Bulgaria has a cen-
tenarian to every thousand inhabitants, and tbue holds
the interpational vrecord for old inhabitants. In 189z
alone there died in Bulgaria 350 persons of more than
TC0.

Io the Balkan Peninsula, moreover, a person is not
regarded aa being on the verge of the grave the moment
he becomes z centenarian. For instance, inm Servia
there were in 18go some 290 persons between 106 and 115
years, 123 between ri15 and 125, and I8 between 125 and
135- Three were between 135 and 140,

oo e——

THE TAILED MAN OF MECCA.

CoLONEL DU CORRET, in a report to the French Aca-
demy of Sciences, says i—'* * When I was at Mecca,
being often at the house of an Emir, I spoke to him of
the supposed race of tailed men, calied Ghilanes, which
are thought to live in the interior of Africa. 1 doubted
the existence of the race, but in order to convince me of
my error the Emir ordered before me one of his slaves,
who, he said, was a tailed Ghilape. An examipation
proved that the slave, whose name was Bellal, bad a tail
about three inches in length, and almost as flexible as
that of a monkey.’

FORESTALLING 1DEA THIEYES.

As Thomas A. Edison watched the pumping of the air
from a glass tube in hia Iaboratory a day or two ago, re-
marks New Ideas, » man eaid to bim :

‘You prtent every little thing yon discover, don't you,
Mr Edison ?'

: ;I do," maid Mr Edison; ‘end do you know why I do
L3

‘I suppose yon do it so you will reap the benefit of
your discovery,' was the reply.

*1 thought you'd say that,” said Mr Edison, ‘and I
don’t suppose yon will believe me when I tell yon it isn’t
80 ; nevertheless, I discover a grest many things that I
wonld be glad to give Lo the public for nothing, bat 1
don’t dare. I patent these things to save myscil from
defending lawsuits. There are & lot of sbarks in this
world who are continnally on the lookont for new things,
and when one of them hears of something new he hustles
to the Patent Office to see if it is patented. If it isn’t
he claima it ma an original discovery and files his claim,
‘Then he will tarn right sronnd, and like as not, begin &
suit with the man who invented the thing for makiog or
using it. The inventor will say : *' But I discovered thia
thing first ; I am the inventor.”” He in referred to the
Patent Office, where he finds the official claim of criginal
invcotion. The fact that the papers are filed long afier
he made his discovery doea not belp him, for nll the
other man does is to hire a fellow to swear that he made
the discovery & month or two prior to the date the iu-
ventor claims. It sounds ridiculous, probably, bat itis
a fact that there are often races between the inventors
and the sharks to reach the Patent Office,. What 1 say
is literally trme.’

RULES OF DRESS MEEDED.

A LEADING London newspaper pleads for an authoritative

set of roles * for the gnidance of gentlemen who wish to
appear suitably attired at fashionable race-meetings, It
is so awkward to Dbe light-suited, hrown-booted, and
billy-cocked when everyone else in the inclosure isin a
high bat and freck coat. It is egually nnpleasant to
stand out against the sky in a high hat and frock coat
when evervbody else is in a straw hat and serge.’ The
necessity for such rulea is shown by the experience of a
leading American statesman just coscluding his frst
visit there. He went down to Ascot (writes a correspon-
dent) the day after his arrival, in his customary lounge
coat, tanno shoes, and straw hat. ‘I would as soon
have found myself at the opera in that guise,” he said ;
‘there was not another man in the grand-stand who was
hot dressed as if for a gerden party.” A little later be
went down to Newmarket, this time in full garden-party
array,but every man, from the Prince down, wasin tweeds,
billycocks and all. He was invited to a famous horse
sale, with preceding luncheon, at the private country
seat of a noted Englishman, Surely, he connselled with
himself, lonnge dresa will be in order here. He found
again every man in Ascot garb, the ladies in fallest
summer styles, and he and the stud grooms alone in
tweeds and billycocks, He was invited to a house-
boat at Henley ; he informed himself that there was to
be an elaborate luncheon, with many lady guests, and he
complacently donned his frock coat and silk hat. Even
the negro minstrels contemptuously grinned at him as
he tried to hide himself there behind the flowering plants
on the boat, He did not know that Ascotis a ' roysl
function ’ and full afternoon dress, therefore, absolately
necessary. Bnt he couvld not know why it was equally
de rigueur at the horse sale, nor can anyone not in 'the
know.! It is the mystery of the club sutocrats who set
such fashions, communicate them tothe world, and thus,
perhape, deliberately use their power to make the ont-
sider feel that be is one.

“YALUMBA' VINEYARDS, Avgaston, South Aus-
tralia. The wines from these vineyards are celebrated
for purity and delicacy of flavour. Have secured gold
medals at Bordeaur, Melbourne, Caleutia, and numerous
prizes at Dunedin and Tasmanian Exhibitions. Claret,
Rich Constantia, Red Frontighae, Mnscat, Special Old
Port (Bo vintage), ¢te., Obteinable from leading Wine
mod Spirit Merchants, and all first-clasa hotels.—S.
SMITH AND SON, Proprietors. {Advt.)
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