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SILVER WEDDINCS.

ME AND MRS RUWIN MITCHRLSON,

HE Hon. Edwin aud Mra Mitchelson, of ' Waita-
ramoa," Remners, were ‘ At Home*® to their
oumeraus friends at s garden party on Saturday

afternoon, the occasion being the celebration of their
silvet wedding, It was & warm spring day, and the
lovely grounds, planted with all varieties of pative and
sub-tropical shrubs, tree ferus, and flowers—the flagstaff
gaily festooned with mapy-hued flags ~looked at their
best. The mociversary falla at the time of year when
Parlinment is sitting, aod from this cause the present
occasion waa the first tiwe duriog m period of fifteen
years that Mr Mitchelson has been at home on the an-
niversary of his marriage. The metwhers of the Op-
position were resolved that the anspicious event should
not pass untecognissd by them as a political arganisation ;
they therefore sent as & joint gift & =zolid silver salver,
which bore the iollowing inscription:—*Presented by
the party in opposition in the New Zealand Parliament
1896, to the Hon. E. and Mrs Mitchelson on the happy
occasion of their silver wedding, September 12, 18g6.’
Mra Mitchelson has only just returned trom Sydney with
Miss Mitehelson, who is nowcompletely restored to bealth,
The toavoidableshortness of the notice given between the
issneoftheinvitationsand thef#fe preventedaconsiderable
nomber of friends irom attending; nevertheless, there
were upwards of a hundred guests present, Among the
gentlemen I noticed : Rev, Canon Gouid, Rev. H. D. A.
Major, Very Rev., Monsignor McDonald, Messrs W. 8.
Wilson, T. J. Steele, J. Henderson, E. Waymouth, G.
Waymouth, Thorpe, W. A, Marriner, E. Marriner, Cap-
tain Tiily, Messra R. Tilly, C, R. Tilley, J. Dengin, A.
C. Whitney, R. C. Carr, A. Carr, P. H. Carr, T, Cotter,
L. Wilson, R. Wilson, J. Wilson, T, Austin, R. Lusher,
C. Westwood, Caplain Worsp, Messrs G. Hull, J. Dick-
son, Wylde Brown, C. Wylde.Brown, I, Wylde-Brown,
E. W. Allison, Bellairs, J. Henderson, R, Wigmore, W,
Wigmore, B, Wigmore, and H., B. Jones. There were
also two gentllemen from Wanganui whoaccompanied Mr
Main, of the Hernld, one of whom, I think, is the
sub-editor of the Wanganui Chronjcle,

Tug earlier part of the afteruoon was spent in wander-
irg through the beautiful grounds gorrounding the
house, in listening to Impey's band, acd in pleasant chat
over lhe afternoon tea-tables, which were sbundaaotly
apread in a large marquee. Aboutfive o’clock the event
of the afiernoon took place, when Mrs Mitchelson cut a
splendid wedding-cake, and the Rev. Canon Gould pro-
posed the health of the bride and bridegroom. Iaci-
dentally bhe gave an account of the wedding, which he had
celebrated a quarter of a century beflore at the residence
of Mr Wilsan, Mrs Mitchelson's father, on the Northern
Wairoa River, The rejoicings, he declared, guite ont-
stripped tbe celcbration which they were gathered herre
for ; the whole township was en fere for a week, He ex-
pressed the hope that their hosts would live to celebrate
s happy golden wedding.

THE Hon, E. Mitchelson spoke with much cordiality
snd feeling of the pleasure which heand Mrs Mitchelson
had derived from the mapy tokens of friendship which
this red-letter day in their lives had called forth. Their
happiness was beighteted by the home-coming of their
daughter, whose residence in Sydney bad resulted in
complete restoration of health, Mr Mitchelson’s speech
was repestedly interrupted by apprecistory applause
from the audiecce, and nt the close the host und hostess
were accorded s perfect ovation,

MANY congratulatory telegrams and letters were re-
ceived from distant friends, and the wedding pressnts
were numerous and valuable, After tea many ot the
visitors returned to town end to their homes in the vici-
Bity, but about forty of the guests remained for the
evening and amused themselves with soogs and games
of various sorls until nine o'clock, when supper was
served,

Mro Mitche'son, who looked exoesdingly well, wore n binck
matin gowa with jet canvas yoke, jet ornaments on bodlce, biack
wnd gold bonpet : Miss Mitchelson looked nwreetly presty Lo & shot
tweed frock, with fuil collar, belt and cutfe of & rich shade of red
Telrel bisox hal wi'h feathers; Misa Herths Mitchelsan, cresm
chin¢ slik biouse, cardinal skirt with rows of biack'lace igserllon,
cardinal folt piclura hat: Mrs Weat, black Agured satin cloth
gown, black bonnet: Mra Kenrick, black moire gown, black velvet
cape. blark bonnet; Mlase Keorirk, new shade of blue cloth cos-
tumo: Miss — Kenrick wae charmieg in black silk sLriped greom-
dine over allk. langa black hat with & huge bow of ghat r;

fan M, Kenrlck. navy rorge trimvmed with braid passementeris }
Mrs Hrett, very handsome black silk gown, yellow and black em
bossad velvet ice, 'prelt{, hlack bonnet with yellow narcisaf;
Miwa Hrell, who was much admired. wors ons cf the pretriest
dreewos, which waa of vleux.rose bengaline, podice veiled with
tusrrore lace losarilon, black velvet picture hab with biack
fenthern; Mina Emily Nrett, very at¥lish taillor-made browno
tweed. brown beefeater hat with ribbon and ahaded ‘:How Tosey
M Dargavillo, black morvellleux with yellow allk Ice 'eslod
wilth black lace. bonnot ¢n duiir, Mins Largaville wore s sminrt
fawn check coslume, feaiher boa, brown velvet hat with frillod
rhot nilk brefrater crown and upatanding bows of ribbnn:
Miw Mclachian, vlolet bangaline gown, bodice trimmsd with
black velvet. black hal with reseda green ribboo bowa; Mre S,
Moreln locked vh'c In Blue chine allk bloure, black mervellleux

kirt, black chip haktzlmmed with chlifon; Mre Worsp, pale green.

crepen gown. front of bodios profusely tHmmed with b ¢k chiffon,
toque Lo match; Mlas Worap, black gown, red oloth bodioa, black
falvet hat; Mra Gorrie, black milk: Miss Gorrie, sea-foam blue
and pink brocade blouse, baucle cloth akirt:
blua and Euy check eodtume ; Mre Whitney, otyllsh black satln
gown with brocade badioe with a acroll deqlgn of tha new shade
af bloe, black jet bonoet; Mru
Mra Thorpe. blsck ;: Misa Th

looked pretty in pavy
pergeo, black felt Alpine hat; Mrs Lurher, fawn satin, whiia togue ;
Mi-a Weatwood Gohelin blue bengaline nlahed with black: Mrs
roe. wn. ravers af hellotra under
black luce, blsck bonnot with large bow of hellol:ngo n front;
Ming Wylde-Bromn looked dainty in » ching muslin blouse, dark
Eréen skirt, white straw hai coquettizhly trimmed with ribhen
And & feather mt the slde; Misa Ballairs, cardinal ecloored
frock: Mra W hitson, check tweed eodtume:
Whitson., red and blus atripsd tweed, black velvet hat:
Mlss Cotter looked very well in shot tweed. full vest of pink siik,
hat en awite ; Mra Tilly, fawn and brown check tweed gown and
cape trimmed with fur: Mia Tilly, siiver-leaf green shimmeriog
brocaded aatin gown, toque te match; Mra K. W. Allison, shot
gilk gown, ‘Trilby' velvet sleeven, jot Bonnet; Mrg Carr, hrown
nnd black costume: Miss Carr, Charireusas green velvet blones,
dark skirt. white hat: Miss Alice Westwood, fawn cash-
apanlettes, b'us arnd brown brocade
full rest; Misan Winnie Wealwood, fawn and brown check
tweed, frills falllng over sleevea: Misa G. Weatwood. grey:
Mra Heattie, brown check tweed: Mizs Henderson, s pretty
cream blause with vandykes of hellotrape wilk over sleaves, Also
band rotind rguare ¥oke, black skirt: Mra Auniin, brawn cloth
gown and strlish cape: Mre Norton looked vary stylishlin a blach
eilk cr&pnn, black bat trimmed with chiffon: Mra Hull, black;
eta., ete.
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MR AND MRS GEORGE RAYNES.

MR AND Mrs GO, RAYNES must certainly be heartily
congratulated over the resalt of their last social re-nnion,
the occasion being the celebration of their silver
wedding, which event took place in London, at Old
Paddington church, on September 7Lh, 1871.

As abore stated, the greatest delal was given to the
affair, and over 150 frienda gathered together ta express
their delight at the whole proceedings, which passed off
without & single hitch. The cusine wes one of the best,
and the supper table was what, with the pretty decora.
tions, bandsome dresses, and general coup d'oeil, omee
seen, never to be forgotten, The floor was in excellent
trim for votaries of the light fantastic, and if ever theyex-
erted themselves they did that bight. The music, too, &
most critical part, was excellent, and was ably supplied by
Messrs Reid and Davidson's String Band, A programme
of over twenty dances was gone through with great vesve
apd snimation, evidently showing their hearts were in
it, and, as stated previously, the whole was prouounced
a most enthusiastic success. At interludes songr were
sung, and Mr C, Winks proved himself a most profcient
M C Supper was served in Mr A. F. Stillwell's best
style, and was done full justice to,

Mg AND MRs GED, RAYNES were greeted with the
heartiest of congratulations, and they werethe recipients
of many handsome presents, including sonveanirs from
all their employés.

For the elderly folk who ¢id not dance, conside-ate
forethought way shown by allotting them a portiup of
the room fitted up as a drawing-room, iu which they
could ¢utertain themselves in a manner suitable to their
tastes,

Now for the dresses, which would take too much of
your valuable space to adeguately describe, contrast,
colour, gnd rich trimmings being seen in rivalry oun ail
sides, vuffice it to say the following list met with chief
approval, and must not be passed over:—

Mrs Geo. Raynes looked quite bawitching dressed as sha was in
white astin, pearl acd chitfon trimmings; Misa Rayned, white
striped silk, & muost brilliant effect beiog cansed by not poly the
heauty of the dress, but alsa by that of the wearer herseif. pod
many thoughnt, in fact, that the palm wascarried off between slisa

Rayoes sod Miss Fiach, who slso looked charmiog in yellow silk
i heli rope

irimmed wich white chitfon: Mrs J. Riynes. black ani
silk ; her daughter Lily. a pretty white striped silk : Mrs Schapp,
while aatin : Mrs Howaed, yellow satin ; Mra G. Brook. pink aalio
beautifully trimmed, and looking owe of the best intherom : Misa
M. Raynes, holiotrope s Miss Winks, pale green, velvet trimmiogs ;
Miss Kilfoyle, ] white: Mra W. Hpeight, black velvet: Miss
Speight. white timmed wirh vicleta: Ve Dawson, pale green &
Miss Daah. green sllk ; Mias Smith {Walwers), white trimmpd
with red poppies; Mra Codper, pale blue: Mirs Cooper. Fellaw
cashmere, black trimminga: Mis Maxwell, silver Srer: Mra
lonergan, white ailk velvet ; Miss Harkiae, black lace dresa,

Mr Gilmer, town clerk of Parnell, in a neat speech
proposed health and happiness to enable both Mr and
Mrs Geo, Raynes to celebrate in the future their golden
wedding, to which Mr Geo. Rsynes ably responded,
and with hearty congratnlations from all quarters, the
social given in St. Booaventura Hall on Monday, 7th
September, is not likely to be soon forgotten.

Taken as a clags, women learn their parts moch more
quickly than men do, but, ir accordatice with the nsnal
rule a8 to 'quick siundies,’ they are generally said to
forget themt much more quickly. Jn nine cases out of
ten the women of the stage commit the words of their
parts to memory by copying them out in their own
bandwriting, sud amepgst other distinguished disciples
of this method are Miss Ellen Terry aod Mra Patrick
Campbell, As regarde lenrning paris in the opeu air,
whilst walklog, driving. and so on, the aystew has fewer
advolstes amongst womes than it has samongst men;
but Mra Bervard.-Beere and Mra Langtry are both accus
towed to this form of study, and wany vounger actresses
adopt it, Tailway and evesn 'bus journeys being utilised.
Both Mrs Kendal and Sirah Bernhardt sit down to
serious study, aud nllow nothing wbatever to iutesfere
with them d‘uring the time they are learning a part by
heart. They study and consider every wovg a8 they go
along, avd mark aod s:ore ithe book contalning their
words in every possible menser,
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CHARMING AFERNGON

last Tuudnﬁ‘ll Mra McMillan's protty rosldence, * Ardairath,’
Hemunara, he diy waa simply perfact, and a few espring eon.
tumes heralded the coming slipping off of our wister chrysalis
clothen. and sppeariog in onr summer butterfiy belillancy, The
VEery chir tea-tables ajao spoke of spring. the oue laid in the dining-
room being unique!y decorated with lovely purple-biue anemonea
in numerousapeciman glasses, standing on tolded ailk of tha same
rare shade. acd ware arranged cakes, aandwiches, and confi
tures of every alloring variety. dilnted. by the appraelative
fuests, with tea or coffea. In ana'eave off the large music.room
war another tea-table, lighted by piok-ahaded lamps, where. on a
ground of crimson velvet, anemones of the crimacn to pink
order wers exgulsitely displayed, fisnked by delicions eat-
ables.  Just inalde thas anto-room. where we were wal-
cumed by our pleasant hostass, wad & large bank of pure
while camelias minst taatafully Irrnng;d Other floral decorations
graced the spacious rooms, Mra MoMillan is foriunate in having
three excellent eupporters to aid herin har many agreeabls partica
(bealdea various friends), and thess three daughtets were aa at-
1eotive as their mother ta their vary naumsrcus guests -and that
§a sayiog a at deal. GQoxt music is, of course, expected at
JArdatrath,'and we eojoyed the Io'lowing excellent se'ections :—
Misa Luawig, song, ' While Wiogs: pianoforte quartetie, " Moszko-
wiki,' Mias Hudson and the Mizsea McaMillan ithrea); Mra U pton
song "The Gifl,’ and * With the Suashine and the Swallo wa: Rliq
Tilly, pong. ' Bid Ma to Love; Misa Bursill, noog, * Lvat Night .
Mra Focter, song. ‘Children'a Homs;' selection by the ' Ardstrath

mandoling and guiiar band : Misa Hudson, plans aolo, Paderwaki'a
Mioust.; Mrs RKoberts, song from * Faust; ilra Archdale Tayler
sonar, ' Roee Maris:' gelection by tha * Ardatrath® orchestta; Mre
Kilgour. song, * Waiting:;” doet for teo pivnoe, ‘Goattachalk,’ Misa
Hudeor aud riisa MeMillan; Miss Greanwood, song. T wo Voices.

Mra McMillan, wore black silk brocade aund blacik lacs, rloh gold
ornaments: Miga McMillan, atylish fawn costuma trimmed with
velvet bordered by silver passemsnteria: Misa Hwie wore a roft
white Liberty milk artistizaliy relieved with Empice ssah of Mat-
darina or yellow rilk, the same colonr ruching the neck, gold or-
namonts ; Misa Kaasle, red Libarty silk made Empire style, sub-
dued with tonshea of black rib%on velvet: Miss Hudson ia
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wvisitor), purple velvet ekirt slightly traioed, white silk
blouse relieved with violet; r3  Neison Gamble, very
amart black skirt and sleeves with gold brocaded bodiga;

Mrs T. Morrin locked exceedingly well [ striped black and white
#ilk gkirt aud eleeves, the badica covered with siik figured chiffon
and trimmmed with green welvet, toque 10 mateh; Mra Alfred
Nathan was handsome in pale lavender wilk, deep collar of em-
broidered graps Iawn, black velvet hat with black feathers re.
lieved with orange ; Mra Brawer looked pretty in pals fawn, with
V-ahaped Eoi.nlﬂ of green silk Bt the neck, the sama silk on Lhe
cuffs, black and white large ateaw hat touched with co'our; Mra
Beally ware a mixed grezn avd brown eloth trimmad with velvat
and passementerie; Mrd Sexgar, bacoming sciotillating toque of -
fairy-like lace strocture, very pretty browa dreas figured in silk
and trimmed with shot slik and paiscointerle, large primroes
buttonhole; Mrms Matthew Clark, atylish dark peacock-blne
faced cloth and velvet, cupoite to match: Mles Daverenx
Jooked hnice in grey with white silk feont relieved with
touchea of ma%enu; Mjsa — Daversux, pretty walking deess:
Mra (Colonell Diwson, black cloth aad siik coatume, white
shirtlet, chapeau to correspond; Mra HRoberta {Chriatchurch),
grey silk biouse, dark skirl pretty bonnet; Mra Thomion
1 Rocklanda’). black milk with salmon pink silk vest; Mrs Mains,
widow's weeda; Mra Cottle. black, with touches of stylish magents
io bonnet; Mroand Miss Thorne-George, sty.ish Eagllsh dreasess
Mra H. Nolan, Mrs Ching, dark mixed Lweed ; Misa Burasll, lilac
pink cashmere, which filted her admirablys Mre Ionedale Pritt
nd Mrs Williama wore very hand:ome biack silks: Mm E W,
Paylon was woll dreesed 1a soft brown silk, hat en swife; Mra
Steveneon (Ponsonby), black slik; Mra Peacock, dark biue; Mra
Scherff, blaek silk, black bonnet with yellow buttercupa;: Mrs (D)
Roberton looked charming in Gobelin blus; Mre Arthur Taylor
was chic in & 8bylish combination of mndefrey aod white flolagked
with silver paseemonterie; Mra Archdale Tayler, black gown with
iee and sleevea of lilac nilk; Mra Tail, b ek silic ; the Missea
Btevenson (Gieoholm) ; Mrd Herbert Thompson, black silk, whize
vedt; Miss Thompaos, dark akirt, green velvet blonie: Mra Tully,
derk bluecloth ; Mies Tiily, dark akirt, st:iped taffota ailk blouse,
brightmagenta ribbon round neck, black hat; Mis: Ware, nicegrey
cashmore; Mra Wignmore. black silk; Mrs Whitney, black, with
blue bodice; Mra Reed {Koramarama); Mias Whitsoa: Mrs Hey-
wood, black with black broche revers; Mis Allle Buddle, nevy
serge: Mre Ryao, black eilk, brawa bonnet: Mins Ludwig, dark
cloth flecked with red ; Mra Prouse. black slik ; Mra Street, hand-
apine black merveilleux; Miss Thomson {Rockiands), black Rown,
becoming hat Emruwly trimmed with pisk roses; Mra Upton,
biack ellk, black bognnet relieved with white : Misa Cheesaman,
dark green cashmere; Misa Lucas, Mraand Misses McFarlaue, Mra
T, F. UMll, Miss Hardlug ; Miea Carr, graen cashmere skirt, velvet
blouse ; Mra Coletn an, black ailk ; Miss Cileman, navy eerge : Mlss
M datk fown. atrikiog lawniacahat; M Ashton Brice, uavy
serge; Mrs Clifton, navyaerge; Mre Winstoae, groy Agured brache;
Miss Alexander, brown ; ra Atkios, black nil{: Miss Atkins,
brown tweed: Mr Bull, very handsooie black sllk, white aiik
glecves velled Lo black lace, becoming unet cn suite; Mrs
Noakes loaked remarkably well in white serge, black lace toque
with flawere; Mra Bhirley Balkor, black groa grain silk with jet
trimmiege. black bonnat ‘with white marabont, black feathera
ink fAowers relieved this charming bat-shaped chapsau: Mis
aud Buckiland, slate-groy tweed; Mra Batnfasd, dark silk gown;
Mra Bise, black siik, bonpet to mateh; and her daughter wore s
plaky lilao cashmere, bonnet ¢a su’te: Mra Bleazard-Browa,
comioatlon of black with whits Ince; Ml Shicley Baker, brown
Rgown rollsved with slate rey . Mrs Chambers, black sllk, bonhet
en auitr; Mra Colbeck, Mra Uonolly, stylish blask ailk with bead
trimming, bisck bionet; Mra A. Clark, grey chec't with brown
trlomroiogs; Mra Cheeseman, Are flame red ahot silk. blick velvet
sleeves Lo elbaw, Light fittiog allk cufs, bounet Lo mateh: Mes
Cotter, stylish black silk relieved at the neck wiih ba'tercup
silk ; Misi Catler lco'red smart and aummery in acorail pink caal-
me ra Devereux, combinatioa of 'buci allk wnd white pro-
fusely trimmaed wilh biack beads: Mra Digoan looked dixtinguée
ioa tawn gown. fawno beslfealer miraw hit trlmmed ta coe side
Misa Doliy Davis, bilack; Mrs Dargaville, biack slik,
canary ullk_blousas trimmed with black net and baada, fur
boy; Mrs Iobert Dargaville. black roournisg costums ; Mre
Foater. brown tweoed; Mrs (Jordon, black alilk: Mlsae Gordon :
Mrs Gliliea. black; Mra QGreenwood, b'us fanoy oloth,
daioty bonnet of black mod whits: Miw Greeswood,
pavy merge, aky tlus trimmiogi, Tam o Shanter can;
Mra Garrie. black ollk with jei trimimings: Wra Edward Ruasell,
Gobalin blus cashmers, brown jackat: Mre Browniog, black allk 3
Miss Horme loo'ted well Lo dark green with wirf gT~e0 bilk
alooves aud trimmlioge, cheprow of groen velvel d wilk, atc. ;
Miss Mury Gorrie. grey cashmers tailor-made gown ; Mrs Hardle.




