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THE S.S. ' HINEMOA.'

HE Gover: t *Hi * is one of the
most familiar of the boats in onr coastal fleet.
Owtied and worked by the Government, she has

heen steadily doing ber duty (and perhaps a little more)
in and out and round abont the coast of New Zealand
atd the adjacent islands for the last twenty yeara.

I have met those individuals who, with a toss of the
head, tell you, * Oh, yes, fine boat, yon know ; just kept
for the Governor's pleasure, and when he doesn’t require
her—well, you see the Government people have a good
time on ber.’ But the 'Hinemoa® is very far from a
pleasure boat only. She haa a great deal of useful work
to perform in the course of the year, for the lighthousen
of the colony are dependent on her for their supplies,
and she is largely responsible for the state of the
buoys and beacons in out of the way places not under
the jurisdiction of & Harbour Board. As ano instance of
her multifarions duaties, let us glance at some of her re-
gular tripe. First there iz what in known as the
Northern trip. Leaving Wellington, her first point of
call is Portland Island, which lies at the Northern horn
of Hawke’'s Bay, about half a mile from the Mahia
peninsula. The lighthouse on the extreme aouth of the
island iz a tower 28 feet high, and shows a white revolving
light. From Portland Island the * Hinemoa’s ' conrselies
round the Kast Cape, and her next portof call is Tauranga
Harbour, Having seen to the condition of things there,
she makes for Covier Istand, off Coromandel, where there
is now a magnificent lighthouse. Leaving the island and
entering the Hauraki Gulf, the well-known lighthouse of

‘Tiri and the Beam rock are inspected_ and after a short
stay in Anckland the vesscl resumes her patrol
northward looking in at the Moko Hinou Islands
on her way to Whaogarei, and the lovely bharbour
of Whuogaroa. Ronnding the North Cape, the
wultima fhule of New Zealand, and visiting Cape Maria
Van Diemen, where on a small islet is a lighthouse
with a revolving white light visible at a distance of 24
miles, the voyage is resumed southward. Hekianga
harbour and Kaipaia harbour are entered in succession,
and then Auckland's other harbour, Manukau, receives a
visit of inspection. Further on,thetwo ports of call belore
reaching Wellington are New Plymouth and Cape
Egmont, The northern trip is made three times n
Fear.

The Sounthern trip, which s also made thrice in the
twelve months, includes a visit to Godley Head, Akaroa.
Moeraki, Taiaroa Head, Nugget Head, Waipapapa, Doy
Island, and Centre Island in Foveanx Strait, and Puy-
segur Point. The needs of all the lighthouses at
these places are attended to by the crew of the ' Hine-
moa," whose work besides, the supplying of provisions,
etc., to the lighthouse men, consists in cleaning and re-
pairing buoys, etc.

Between these long trips a local trip is made, the
veasel visiting Somes Island in Welliogton Harbour,
Pencerrow Head, Cape Campbell, The Brothers, Tory
Channel, Stephen Island, French Pass, Nelson and Fare-
well Spit Lighthouses. Ent the work of tke ' Hinemoa *
isnotconfinedtoour tsonly. Sh 11y ventures
further on the deep, part of ber duties being to visit the
Kermadec Islands whichlie in the midst of ocean solitude
about 700 miles N E. of Auckland, The Kermadecs are
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