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FOR HER BABY'S LIFE.

YOUNG mother eroouning over her
firet born sat in her homble eabin
on the border of the Greas Tensas

Swamp, thay dismal, mysterions, and all
but impenetrable jungle which stretches
for many miles loto the lower border of
Alabama from the head of Mobile Bay,
Bhe was awsiting the return of her stardy
bhuaband, s hunter by wvoeation, who had
gone iato the awamp lor game. I& waa the
middle of Augunatand the day was excssd-
ingly hoh The taii sedges and other
grasses that began where the jungle cessed
and that filled all the br flat pampas
region lylng between the swamp and the
foreas of pines was dry and off atempt-
ation to re

The woman belooged ta ths common
people, but the inboitely gracions lighy
of motherhood shone in her bloe eyes and
inveated with rare comesliness n face than
bore beneath it present radiance hard
traces of an inherited mecesity to earn &
sustenance by the aweat of the brow,
Strength of limb and health of body were
b ing i ta of tha rich
eolouring of her cheeks, for, having jssned
from g tions b d to
the miasms of the awamp, she was on ber

roper heath and her vigour reflected the

ontifol luzuriance of the sorrovnding
vegetation. Modified by the new happi-
nesas and light that flled her life the dofl-
ness of her comprehension was atill dicly
refiected in her face and in the heaviness
of ber movementn.

Bat anddenly she d io her ing
and play with her Llhy. raised her head
and sab in rigid stilloess, listeniog. Then
her face blanched, and, snatching her baby
to her breast she sprang to the door mnd
cagerly scanned the vast stretch of dead
grass palpitating in the aon.

*() God " sbe exclaimed, *ib in comiog.”

An she spoke & blaat of hot air struck her
white cheek, coming suddenly to disturb
the dead caim that hitherto had prevailled.
To the windward, rolling in great writhing
wreaths towards the sky, was a dense gray
smoke, that, mounting rapidly, in a
moment turned the brilliant sanshine to
s dosky opal hue. The flames, nrged by a
high wind, whoas forerunner had jost as-

mailed her, ran $oward bher with ineredible
spoed and fary—wich the spand of the wind
and the fary of destrustion. Sha knew
what I8 was bringing &0 bar in her lonely
and sxposed position.

There waa po Wme for regrete ; &
preci L waa elasped to her bosom,
and shat waas the one thing in all the warld
t0 be saved from she maerciisss monster
ecoming bo raze and devoor ail that lay in
its path. ~ With & silent prayer to Al-
mighty God for tha safe deliverance of her
tressure st her hands and with & damb,
blind hope that somewhers in the profasnd
and srackless jungla she might Gnd the ona
other next and most precioas to her soul,
she fed barcheaded and panting ta the pro-
tection of the swamp,

OF all the agoniea which sha thersopon
encounbered —fear of the roaring fire be-
hind that sent broad shests of Hame
athwars the aky and started small fires all
aboot her; eoncealed vines that tripped
her {eet and rebellious shrubs that tore ber
garments ; dread aof black bears whose
gvowls of alarm made her knees trembls ;
terror of frightened panthers whose screams
rang through the dark foresv—of none of
these things naed mach be told,

The womaa foughs her way throogh the
jungle, now beside hersell and uader the
jufiuence of & rash eagernesa to save her
baby's lifs from the innumerable mensces
that dogged her feet. Bat she knew a littla
of these wilds, and with approximate scco-
acy tonld judge whether thin tofc or that
was treacheroun or firm ; whether this vine
would poison her and therefore har baby as
it tore her fleeh; whether her leap was
able to clear that black pool, and whethea
the dark knob of moss on ths other side
covered & slippery root or honeat groond.

Bhe held her baby clutched tightly to her
breast, and ite loud wailing brooght forth
from the darker clumps of dwarf palmetto
certain hideous creatures that filled her
with a terror far beyond that inspired by
the growls of bears and the acreams of pan-
thers. Thess wers the alligators, those
ancient and formidablekingsol thesonthern
swampe. [hesimple folk of theas lowlands
knew with what jealonay they had bo guard
the safety of their babea when these mons-
ters were hunting food.

- Opoe in her flight she Inadvertently
stepped opon a young alligator, and its
ensning sharp sgoeal brooght plooging

forth it enraged mother, which gars
chase to the flssing homan mother wo
cloaely goarding her own yoong. The
pursnld was soon abandoni bat iy im-
paired the woman's remaining wite snd
ahs plupged, fonndered, and staggered
forward with but two porposes ip her dis-
ordered mind—Hight oaward and cgward
and the preservation of her ehild from
bharm. Indoed, to stop or turn back waa
jmpossible ; not bot that sha was now
perlocily safe from the parenit of fira, bay
there was nothbing to return to bat danger
in the swamp and & ible heap of ashes
where her home had been. She mows go
on aod on, dariog bos to eall her hos-
band's name alond for fear of the beasts,
but plooging and flonadering forward in
the damb and desperars hope that svme-
where ahead she might Gzd him, or some-
where beyond the jungle discover the
safety of buman eompanionship.

Tt was thus that after some honrs she
was dismayed bo find ber progress barred
by the broad expanse of the Tensas River.
Behind her lay the terrible forset, ite
nprﬂr parts lashed by the gale mnd its
still depthe echoing the moaping and
awishing of the cypress bopy snd the sway-
{og moscadine vines thad elambered from
the roots 8o the summits of the treea
Before her lay the broad stretch of tide-
water, ite eurface deeply rufflad by the
wind, aod beyond ite reach of two miles
in width began interminable canebrakens.
Besides & skurrying bird here and thers
not a liviog thiog, not & sign of h

of all the snakes of the Soathern jnungles,
poered s ber and the child from small
tafis of dwarl cane that fringed the river
bank. Bhe spatched op her baby snd
began cautionsly to pick ber way along the
river, lest she wset foot on one of thess
deadly reptilea. Soon she fonnd a placs of
secmiog safoty, whers shs might enjoy &
litcle rent and have time to briog ber wits
to order and devise mesns of sscape. It
was & great tree thav had stood on the low
bank and had fallen into the rirer at an
atote angle to the shore line. It was still
anchored to the bank by s few oneaversd
roota on the nnder side, and aithongh ite
great trunk was half snbmerged, the ex-
Emed part was broad and secore.  Had not
or observation been blunied or possibly
her sxperience lams sha wounld have ob-
served that the wpper parb, loug denuded
of its bark, bore certain signe that, had she
known their meaning, wonld bhave made
her nvoid this refnge as the most desdly
taap into which she ¢onld have fallea.
Seeing none of theee sha walked ont
upon the log as far as sha conld go to the
remaining stomps of broken limbs, and
thers she sat down, making herself com-
fortabla with ber back resting againet a
branch stomp, and appeased the honger of
her whimpering child. The infant then
fell into slumber., Tha spot where the
woman sat was in the shade of the trees on
shore. A leeling of niter exbaoetion and
of refreshing coolnesa came over her, and
before she coold realise ber peril and

habitatlon, greeted the wretched woman's
AsgET ACARDIDE.

She did not know where shs was nor how
many miles she had eome. She knaw only
that she was helpless and desclats, thab
ber baby was erying with fright and
buoger, that her own clothes wars nearly
stripped from her body and that she was
dying of thirsb.

Thers was = hazy interval, thongh
partly throngh iv rang faintly the peerish,
whimpering cry of an infant followed by
silanca. When tha mother staggered to
her feet sha found her baby sleeping in the
hot sand besids hor. She staggered to a
little pool a faw steps away, drank her till
of tepid, ill-emelling water and returned to
her infant.

A naw danger soon appeared—the twink.
ling eyos of mocassins, the most

her for renewed efforts to
escape ahe went to aleep.

Presently she was roosed by a strange
crackling and scrambling, and the log
swayed so heavily that sbe clotched
broken branch barely in time to save her-
self from the water, which was dark and
deep. It was a second or two after her
henry eyes bad opened that she was shle
to perceive s hoge alligator slowly creepiog
down the log toward her and thus com-
pletely shotting off all means of escape to
the shore. To spring into the river wan
ont of the queation. A choking terror for
s moment paralyzed all her faculties.
She realieed that her baby, which bad
awakened while zha slepk, was cryiog
pgain, and that this soond had attracted
the boogry saorian. With wisdom and
ctalmness born of a grear horror dimly

lised sha stilled the cries oi ber
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