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baby, st the same time wrenching a rotten
limb from the prone trunk snd waring it
menaciogly at the beant,

Tha alligator atopped and watched her
witk blinking eper, She eoold see his
brosd Aanks expsnd and contraet with his
breathiog, and the rank odour of the musk
which issned From an orifice onderneath
his throat was barne to her sensea with
the hot breath that poured heavily from
bis nostrile. There he lay Hat oo his belly,
perfectly still, hoggiog the log and blink-
ing stupidly &t her with bis small aud
watery black eyes,

He was not more than twenty foet from
her, bot present!y he btegao ta sharten the
interval by creeping forward with ao
almost imperceptibla motion. The woman
believed thay if she conld command soth-
cientatrengih %o rise and sasnme s thresten-
ing attitnde the monater woald retreat, for
uhe knew that it was only in the protection
of their young that aliigaturs were fero-
cious; hat she felt that all her atrength
had Hed. Her legs seemed to be bot
mazsen of stone, cold, heavy and inerk;
snd her arma, thongh still retsiniog
strongth wherewithal to grasp her infant
aod the rotten bracch, had loat their Aexi-
bility.

Worme than all, ahe found it impossible
W remova her steadfast gaze from the
blinking eyes whosa glance was riveted
opon her. Nor coald she even command
the foaetion of her eyelida, which remained
Gxedly open, leaving the eyeballs ta dry
ln_d barn. Tbe hoge brown balk, trailiog
thirty feet mlong the log and led by the
glittering eyes, slowly crept toward ber,
while she breathed in short and noisel

instans relaxiog her firm grasp of the child,
she loat the club with -Gich sha bad beld

hopelase mother, knowing thad ik was no
ahe, bay her baby, whoss lile was scughi
ia loath tar b

tha monster at bay, and oow sat belpl
and nnarmed.

The tide was &t the ebband the farther the
Ioﬁrilud from the shore the more rapidly
iv began to mova down the stream. A for-
tunate circumstance resided in the fact that
a nnmber of branches on the ander side of
the log remained intact and served as bal-
last to reduce the rolling of the trunk. The
wind had fallen and » dead calm lay upon
the dark water.

The mother, her babe's mouth pressed
to her empty breast, sat in nomb despsir.
Not even the strength or intelligence ta
set the foreat and brake ringiog with eries
for belp abided in ber. It was pot con-
ceivabile to her that in all she world thers
counld be auythiog but desolation and death.
This brovghc & certain eslmness opon her
spirit. She remembered the littls homa
that her own hands had done a0 much to
make comfortable, but which to har was
mare precious a1 the neat whither she had
gone with the man ahe loved, and who,
next always to her baby, filled the meagre
measore of her lifa t was hard to pive
him np, hard to dia thus miserably away
from him, leaving no trace of the ones he
loved %0 fondly and for whose protection he
wotld bave given bis life ; no record of the
horrors which bad been endared nor of the
tarribla end at band. And bow desper-
ately and eagerly he would have fought ta
save them)! How he wonld spend days
ahd weeks in searching the jungle for them,
calling opon them to gnawer !

From these bitter and despairiog re-
flacti she was lled to ber present

ga'ps and pressed her baby to her boaom.

Then came an opexpected horror. The
oosccustomed weight upon the lng broke
the restrainiog roota asunder, and, with a
deep molling like that of a ship in distress,
the log awung free of the shore and bepan
slowly to drift cut into the stream. Thia
alartued the alligator, fur it was a new ex-
parience on his old basking-log So he rolled
ioto the water with & heavy splash aod
disappeared beneath the sorface.

This gave the log mo heavy a roll that ic
dipped the woman and wetted har. In
clutching to eave heiself, but never for sn

ntate by A heavy scrambling on the log
and a deep rolling of ita bulk in the water.
Her tormeator had retarned—had indeed
kept faithful watch upon hbis prey from the
time the log had awuug free of the bank.
He wa: more dariog mow, for delayed
satisfaction of hunger will invest the most
cowardly beast with & certain order of
courage. It ia true that he clambered
upon the forther end of the log, which
was fully sixty feet long, bnt ib woold not
reqalre s great length of time tor him to
cover the interval.

Simnltaneonsly with his advent the

b{r.h AwArS
of & atrange sound ppon her sar. Al
though thers was someolbiog vaguely

famiilisr {a is she eonld Bok think otber-
wiss than that it proceeded from within
her and was an admonition of her deash,
J% waa at firat & low apd distant rumbliog,
se¢mingly behind ber, for by shis time 1he
log was headed straight down the river,
and she ant with bér face op stimam. The
rumbliog rapidly grew louder snd became
& roar, bat it un‘{ added to the damb cold
terrors that held her soul in chaine. The
roar thapged to & desfeniog clatter, as
thongh a thoursad smithe were hammering
b their forges. Then came a screaming
blast that Gilled all time, space and percep-
tion and trapsfixed her vitals with piercing
paina.  L'pon thay the hoge black bulk of

HOTELS FOR THE POOR.

AN American geptleman named Mr Mille
in abons %0 combine philanthropy sand
bunsiness in & way that must do greas good
ta the poor of New York city. By an ont-
lay of more than £160,000 be will boild snd
equip, in the metropolitan slums, swo large
hotels, ak which the independens poor may
obtain lodgings at no greater eosat than
that whick geta them precarions shelter in
common tepements.  These hotels will be
clean, airy, wholesome, fize proof, well
lighted and earefolly managed. (e of
them ja to have » espacity of 1,500 guesta.
He estimaten that at the low scale of rental
fixed opon, the returns will be certain to
ocover a fair int t on the in .
The thonghtful public will hope thad
this forecnat muy prove correct, not merely
gn M_r llflilll’ acconnt, but becacse the

glittering eyen, heaving Hanke and dripp
scales plupged bastily into the tide. The
lond clattering and screamiog ceased, nnd
thinking thatv she was dyiog the woman
presned her baby closer to her bosom mad
clesed her eyes.

Bot the clattering had been sa friendly
an ita cessation, and the wild rcresm had
been & notice of deliverance, for the log
had drifted to the grest railroad br.dge
which spans the river, and the peopls on
the rambling trajn that was paasiog with
%0 woch nojse bad se¢n the women and
the fearful mensce that sat facing ber on
the log. Bot the men who were lowered
by ropes and who brought her and her
precioue charge np to safevy and comibirs,
reported that she eaid nothiog bab this:

‘Save my baby ! Save my baby! D't
let him eab my baby I' And they added
thay it was hourm before she conld rey any-
thing elss or wonld permib the baby to be
taken from her Arma

* Ever have any troubls with your whoal?
*Not yet,” raid the sweet young thing.
* So far whenever I have run over anyone I
Inv_a been able to get away before he gob
up.

of his venture would be
likely to lead other rich men to go and do
likewise. New York and other great citiea
has urgent need of not only two, bubt &
bondred such hotels. The reasons why are
many.

In the firt place the Mills plan is de-
signed to segregate crime from misery. In
the common tenement the worthy poor snd
the vieions or degraded class are herded
together and the one slement becomes the
pray of the other, The ebildren of both
grow op in company And thees who, noder
other and hetler conditions, might coms to
be good eitizens, take tha hos of their sur-
ronadiogs sod go to the bad. The tene.
ment gathers all who eanter it into »
common eesspocl. It is the epawning
place, as well as the haunb of wickednes
and erime, bot a botel like that which Mr
Mills proposes to bgild wonld be thes abode
of the decent and indostrione poor who
wonld thers bave the chance to rear their
families in a civillsed way. That is asim-
possible now, in the streets back of the
Bowery, a» it wonid ha among the Der-
vishes of the Sondan.

The second point ia that the new ooder-
taking promises bo make relief work esay.
1t in & difficnlt, an inoffensive, and an an-
safe thing to seek oot the needy in the
lairs which they are forced to share with
thieves and desperadoes. Few charitahle
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A cearching investigation recently made by Dr. A. B. Griffiths, FR.S.E., F.C.§,, the well. . | : .
known Bacteriolugist, has estahlished ihe fact that very minute ])]’l) rtions of ** Sanitas” N i -
Fluid, * Ranitas” Uil and * Sapitas ” Emulsion suttice to quickly destroy the mierobes of (13 - "
holera, Ihphtheria, Typhoid Fever, Scarlet Fever, Pnenmonia, Measles, Influenza, ¥
oerperal Fever, Glanders, Yellow Fever, &c, v

Tt his al=o Twen shown that the vapour of * Sanitas™ (], as generated from the
“sanita~ Ihsinfecting Fumigator, has & most destructive action on the germs uf
disentse, aml that, cunsequently, its inbalation must be most beneficial in the treatimeat
of Diphtheria, Phthisis, and all Diseases of the Lungs and Throat.

When n=ed for fumigating sick rooms, Dr. Grifliths’ experiments show that a short tinwe
werves tu destroy all the germs that are present in the air.

roum~. the microles of disease are entirely and guickly destroy
quamtities of **Nanitas” Emulsion equally well destroy the same germs when preseut
in water, OF great importance is the further fact which is broughs out by Dr. Griftiths
invesrigation=, rauely, that not only do **Sanitas” Disinfectants kill all disease werms,
lnt they exhibit this yreat alvantage over other preparations—namely, thay they also
destroy the poisonous ~ndstances which are prulucedp by disease germs s to which
they largely owe their fearfnl character. -

Dr. Gritliths coneluidex hix Report with these words:—

*There is no Jdnubt that *Hanitas’ 01l and *Sanitas * Fluid are most powertul ilis-
“*infectanta ; convequently, they =honld not only be userd for disinfecting roows, ho=pitals,
“ Ywreacks, prisons, &e,, bot alao employed in the treatment of infectious diseases, sueh
chotera, diphtheria, scarlet fever, measles, glanders, typhoil fever, tuberculosis,
 perperal fever, &e.'

. and that sl

MEDICAL PRESS EXTRACTS.
- Nanitas ' is a valuable disinfectant, having certain advantages over atl others.”
—Medical Press and Cirruler.

*ewanitas ' now enjoys peneral favour as a disinfectant.”—Lencet.
**Nanitas’ has mee with wide recognition and approval "—British Medical Journai.
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Copies of Dr. Griffiths' Report (and others) will be sent Free on

application to the Office of this paper, or to
W. C. FITZGERALD, WELLINGTON, N.Z.

His experiments also demonstrate that when “Sanitas " Fluid is sprayed about dwelling
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