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A STRANGE TALE FROM ROME.

« By JoEN McNAvGHT.

HERE ars wany strange atories in tha
_records of Rome—many wild tales
in those wornderfol records of myth
and of mystery that have come down to us
through so many ages, but smong them all
ts none stranger or wilder ihan that which
{ncearding to & writer, whoss veracity we
sball not vouch for) in Febroary last
atarted the whaole city and recdered the
senritive among her people balf hysterical
with the dread of & new and unheard of
terror.

The first poriion of the story came from
tbe custodian of the eataccmbs.  On the
afternoon of that day two puides and =
party of sighteeers came rushing op from
the catacombe frantic with terror to tell &
tale auch a8 has not bees beard in Koma
aince tha saperstitions days of the middle
sges. The atfiighted goides asserted that
when far down in the sobterranean pas-
eages they had seen the glimmer of an un-
wonted light in one of the most distant,
daogerovs and uniceqoented recessen of the
tomba. From a desire ta tind out the canas
of the strange light the goides and their
party turped into the side path snd had
followed it some distance, when & rudden
opening dieclosed a aight that at Grst held
them spellboond with amazement snd then
sent them shriekiog and terror-stricken to
seek safety in flight. When they came
ioto the sunlight their ghastly faces hslf
terrified those who saw them.

‘We saw,’ said the guider, *an awfal,
walless, vanitless, limitless space open be-
fore ua in the depths of tha tombs. [t
wana lighled by fire from hell. Sach a light
wan never seen by man on earth before. In
the midst of the focrless space, in the glare
of the hellish light, we saw askeletons mov-
ing. They danced together withont har-
mony and awnog their bony arme abont
with frantic motion. Weheard them gibber
and laogh end ecream. We koew they
were wicked fiends and we fled.”

The strangers who were with the geides
virtually confrmed their story. Beiog

reons of & more intellectual character and
ass given to seperstition, they did wot
assert that the light came from hell, ner
that the horrid skeletons were Hewds: bot
they did aifirm the main slements of the
tale, and showed & terror as great as thab
of the guides themselves

While the talk of the town was still
busy with the atory and = thonsand
theorles in regard to it wers being dis-
cuesed, it was made known that foor of the
most promising stadenta of the woiversity
were missing from sheir accuatomed places,
and also that one of the workwen in the
physical laboratory had not appearad that
morning. Later in the dayit was told that
the students, the workman and fonr yoong
women had entered the catacombs early on
Suunday withoob a goide, having obtained
permission to do so on the plea of a desire
t0 make some experiments in photography
amang the tombs. As none of the party
had been seen to retarn it was evidend they
were #till in the catacombs, and the fear
arose thab they alxo had eeen she vision of
horror which had so affrighted the other

visitors on that day and bad been too
terror-atricken Lo erca

Several parties of guides thoroughly
familiar with all the labyrinths of the
catacomba were st once sent ond to sestch
for the missing oner. Belors Tumday
morning one of the sesrching parties re-
vurped, bringing the workman with shem,
bot ap to this time the atudents wnd their
companions have nod yet been found. The
workman when discovered was wandering
sboat chatteripg in & delilum, snd when
brooght to the aurface was onable to talk
intelligently. A strong soporific was given
bim, which threw him ioto & profound
sleep, from which he did nob awaken for
wany honrs. When he tevived, bowerver,
hin senses were completely reatored and be
was able to fell the physician and sume
profesacrs of the oniversity s story which
explaine the whole of this Iatest mystery
of K:me.

The stury ean ke best told in the words
of the workmen himeell. Iv rups in this
way : Ever mince thea tommencement of
the discovery of a means of photograph-

It was agreed thad the affair shonld be
kept & seciet among os, bot when did
young mep, Hashed with a new succese,
ever keep u secret?  The loor stodents
met their swesthearts op the Curse on
Siturday, dined with them and wend to
the theatre with them in 1he aveniog, aod
when I mes ihem by agreement with the
instraments from the laboratory on Soo
day. I inond the girls with them. 1t bad
been arranged 1o make & Irolicof it inevery
rerpect and the giils, with & basket of
lonch, were to be taken along.

Alter going some diatacce along the fie-
quented waya of the cstatombs we wenk
uil into m paseage where we were not likely
to be interropted by guiden snd sightseers,
and began to make preparations for the
experhineat. Everytbiog was soon in readi-
ness fur the work and we had only to press
the key of Lhe battery to turn on the
powerfal 1ay, when it wae suggerted to
bave loncheon frst. We wers all very
wiiling to favoar the propoeal, for the joor.
ney had been long and we were tired and
hoogiy from the exertion. [1 was an ex-
cited lanch party. All of os were mote

ing the bones within the body the stud

in the physical departmentol the university
have been working pight and day to accom-
plish some g in that di i
They #aid that while o German had led the
way. it ahould be an ltalian who wounld
complete the victory. [ am not a sclentific
man, and kpow nothing of the X ray, or
eathode TRy, as sarna people eall ir, bat T
liaten to tha talk of the atudents and know,
of course, whai they are aiming at. Oae
of the mosb ardent of them, Signor Valwi,
told me it was hia ictention to generata a
new ray of such a degree of power that it
would be poasible for the naked eye to see
the bouea within the fesh direcily and
withont baving to resort to photography.

When | expresaed gome doabt of his
ahility to sccomplish the feat he maid:
*There are stars in the heavens which
canoot be seen even through the most
powerfal telescope, but which register
themselves on a gelatine plate, Tha light
from those atars is Dot essentially different
from that of the atars which are plainly
visible. [n the one case the light ls weak
while in the other it is atrong. That is all
the difference. Hiatgen's ray can be made
visible only by photography. T will
generate ona which will enable you to see
the bonea within the man exactly as yon
now eee the clothes he wears or the hat on
his head. Nothing is lacking bat force,
aud the farce will be foand.

Laat Friday Signor Valmi and three
friende, who were working with him, came
out of their laboratory together in great
excitement, deelaring they had solved the
problem. They wera disputing esgerly
among themeelves an to the best way of an-
neoocing their diecovery ta the world when
I interrapted thero. 1 had sn idesa om that
anhject myrelf. It had ncenrred to me that
a light of that kind woald be of great ser-
viea in searching for hidden tressure among
the older boildings or the ecatacombs of
Rome, and that whoever invented it might
tind a fortune if he would use it in soch re-
searches before he made it known toothers.
I urged the yoang men, therefors, to make
A test of the ray in searching vut whatever
might be hidden in the catacomba before it
waa made puhlic. The idea eanght their
faney. 'On Sondsy we'll do it,’ they cried.

*We have worked hard and now for a
frolje."

or less nervous, and thoogh we drank little
onr talk agd actiona were like those of
versons half intoxicated.  One of the girls
spraog up and bégan to dance. Two ot the
stadents foliowed ber, and then the other
girla joined them. Snddenly there wa: a
whirl of skirts, & flntter of a breeze in the
sir, and instaptly all the candles which bad
been massed rogetber to light the femsc
were blown ont at once.

The accident was greeted with shonts of
Iaoghter. The girls ecreamed in pretended
fright and the students bepan loudly chal-
lerging ghosts to come forth and show
themeeives. After a little of this amose.
ment | began searchbiog for A mateh and
discovered to my surprise that [ had none.
A request made to the others of the party
brought forth the startling troth. There
was not & mateh in the party. We wers in
the farthest T of the cat b
withost & light, withont the means of pro
caring one, and too far from the freqnented
passsgea to be fonnd by the usual parlies
of sightaeere. If we gn.d been too merry
befure we were scber enough now, and
began to wonder how we could grope our
way back to the main paths of these under-
groand tombe.

I turned instinctively to tind in the dack-
peen the instroments beloogiog to the uni-
versity which were in my charge, nor did [
make & move to foliow the others nntil I
bad found the spparatoe and mononted it
safely on my back. When I turned to go I
heard the party groping their way along
and essily followed theo.

Soddenly Signor Valmi epake. *Feols
that we are,’ he cried, * to grope oar way in
darknesa when we have with as the greatest
light kuown to mau---the ropreme light of
ecience—the marvellous ray which onrselves
have perfected.’ His voice vibrated with
confidence, and we all brightened op and
began railing at one another for <o atnpidly
forgetting the very thing we had come to
the tomba to try.

We were all very joyous then an I lifted
ftom my shonlders the strap that upheld
the box containing the mpparatus. No
sooner had I tonched the key than thare
leaped forth & light that was not aw other
Tights are. It best npun the eyeballs like
flashes of ferce lightpniog following one
another with inconceivable rapidity. The

roof, the walls, 1he floor, seemed peoetrated
by it, and as 1 glared s1ound in smaz-meak
1 appeared to be in the midss of an illiwit
able rpace whots almorphere was sgitated
by loctrenntehs cko of slectticity and whore
light wan rendered rersible {:y shifting
shadows of mo awjol apd terrifying black-
neas,

Before I eould yecover from the mmsze-
ment cansed by this astouedicg glare, 1
beard frem bebiod me the most sppalling
shrieks. I turced goickly and lwheld »
sight 1hat shall he with me as retror by
day acd by night onotil desth takes me, |
saw before me eight skeletons 1bat ataried
back from one another with nplilied hands
of burtor. I saw four other Lrembling
vkeletons stoop Lo Jift vp thoss that fell.
Then ! heard the vuice of Signor Valmi,
bat «h ! how diflerent was it from the con-
fident voice that bad spoken but a moment
ago.

* Friends,” he said. and faltered, for his
voice was bnsky and bonrse s & raven’s
eroak, * fiiends," he repeated, ‘do pot Le
alarmed. The skeletons we zee me our

selves. Ib is in the light of the cathude
ray Ibat we bebold ona another.  Let us be
firm.”

There was enough of conlidence in these
woids lo ¢énconinge the stndepts and ] saw
Lhem et abont reviving 1he girla from tbe
ewoon in which they had fallen at the ficsb
shock of the terror. [ cannot say that my
courgge came back, thoogh my mind was
clear encogh to underatand Lhe meaning «f
what bad happeped. 1 crouched low on
the Hoor and watched what was going on
with eyes that buined in my head. 1aaw
the fallen zkeletons rize up. I heard the
basty frightened worda that were whispered
for encouragement by those whe, thew-
selves, had little conrage. Suddenly the
strain became too great. Men aod girls
alike wenb mad. They began Lo shout, Lo
dance, to leap, to scream. 1 saw them
even a5 1 eaw the ekeletons of the tomus
amidet them. In that inlernal ray the
goth and the beaoiy of lile were all as

ideous s the dead ol a thomesnd years.
Then my brain began to give way and I
fled feat T shonld become a wmaniac there
and then.

How far I Hled or how long 1 wandered I
know not. When next my senses returned
I waa in this bed and yon gentlemen wera
around me. Uf the students aud the girls
I can teil you nothing more. They went
forth om a frelic in search of iremnure and
they fonnd what f heve tried to tell, bot
what I cannct deecribe apd yon c¢annot
imagine. I lefs them between ecieure and
death, and God alone knuows which Lew
them now.

‘THE GREATEST THING IN THE
WORLD.’

BY FLOREN{CE MCUALLEN.

T was the week of the county fmir.
Margaret and Susie Adamas were
chaving over their work, chousing Lo

go abont together performing their varioua
tasks rather than to divide the work and
be neparated. The dining room where
they were at work had been enlarged by
throwing two large rcoms inko ons.  Une
could eatch & glimpse of a yellowllcored
kitchen across & narrow passsge—for no
Missonri woman likes her kitchen tv open
directiy inte ber dining room—and iarther
on, rows of milk vessels set againet the
wall of a vine draped, stone milk houss.
Thera were flagged walks ontside aml the
shada of walnut trees.

The dasp closets in the wall of the diniog-
room had been pewly ‘atraightened,’ and
Sueie, who had done the work, now stood
back from it and stodied the elfect.

* Margareb, don't you think this rouvmn is
rather nice for two girle to bave tinkered
np rut of almost nothing ¥

‘!Yen, indeed. 1 meemn to hear Iather
now : **lio ahead, pirls, hat no paintiog
rolling pina and shovela ! Ererythiog to be
nsable,’

‘Whep wa came back from school I
thought I shocold die, everythiog won so
dreadful ! All the pice chins, su dear Lo
all of us, was being rmawsbed to bite. Do
you remersber bow Leda need io set the
Bcreens opeh becan=a she wapted *" blenly
air alretty ! And mother 8+ belplens
pmoog tt 8l maa baby! Mother's & dear,
but she can’t do anyihing Lut love ue, And
say ‘‘don't worry " sbout everylbing:. Buot
she's heantiful ; [ am glad father marricd
for beauty, aren't yon 7"

Karie peepedl into the arip of wirror ne
the back of the sidebosard, and miade the
motion with bher head koowa as * bridling, '

*[ shuald say so! Fapcy beinz as ogly
as Miss l'erkine. Sue wna called pieis,
bat I think she was actoally trimmed with
ugliness. Liow we girls hated ber wheu
she used to lecture ua!  * Dephortment,
yoang ladies, in of more imphortanca than
mere beanty.” Poor weld Lhiog! She
conldn't sound the letter * p'' to save ber
lile, her testh ntuck out so.*

The room refarted to was eightoen leet
by twepty-aix in size, luw.ceiled, with &



