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fireplace midway on ope eide, fanked b
the closeta before mentioned. The soat
uide had two broad paned windows and »
door opening on & porch, which was
acreened aud filled with bloomiog plants.

The iloor was painted brown, and wes
shiniogly clean. In the middle of it waa m
rug about three yarde sjuare with a Hofly
fringe aroand it, not teo heavy. It bores
strong tesembiapca to the bed rogs io the
Javanese village at the Chicago fair. and
was made of foor thickneases of burlap in
the natorsl eclour, laid Hat snd etitched
clorely on & wachioe, with thread of the
swame colonr. The frioge waa of ravel or
borlap mtiiched on evenly, in overlapping
rawe, It was heavy, and kept its place
admirably. [no front of the sideboard was
another rag made of matting, with a rope
fringe.

The tireplace wan filled now with shade-
loving plants, which made a gratelul show
of greenery in enntraet ta the parched world
outside, yellow brown under 1he gold of &
September son. The sideboard, made of
an old borean, waa no homemade aifair of
woman carpentry. It had been taken to
the village carpenter and made after a
drawing of Sasie’s own and stood up boldiy,
88 if koowing itself worthy of admiration.
The strip of mirror set in at the back of the
lower she!f was the reversed dvor of an old
show case; ib reflected and doubled the
collectinn of old china and old Hlagons eeb
opou the ahelf betow il. The drawers
below beld a sopply of napery for present
uere. The table was no mew-fangled atair
to atare out of countersnce the old chaira
and dark wainscot, but the equare, mix-
legred table of old Kentockey walnme,
heavy to cumbronsness, which had been
one of the precions eseesions of the
Adams' great-grandmother sixuy years ago.
The chaira, too, were walnut, guaiotly
carved ; the giris had gathered them
up from Adame' kinfelk all over the coun-
try. (jne of them etood in an alcova in the
family room, Apd was & veritable curineity.
There was & legend connected with it,
which bad come across the water, and was
believed in by thoss who nnderstood, or
whao had imagination, which in such cases
does as well as understanding. The wood
of it was black wilh sge; in the heavy
back wey set a heavy steel chain of seven
links, It was riveted in atrongly. and this
with the heavy three cornered seat, and the
back in the form of a cross, made the chair
a weird atfair, and sent the beholder’s fancy
wandering in etrange far lanods. The
upper part of the croes had been broken off,
and Margaret had drawn a gay sitken ecarf
throngh the middle link of the chain and
thrown it across the ronph edyges, thuos
covering the dark secrets of the old world
with the frivolities of the new.

This room &lso was & charming one, and
the girls were prond of it Mrs Adams’
chsir waa a graceful one of rattan, and the
ribbon profusely threaded throngh its back
waa of Ao hne to correspond with the
curtains, and the greenish brown of the
wall paper and carpet, In front of Mre
Adams' chair was a woolly white rog;
between her hosband's old chair and his
desk waa one of cocos matting. b wonld
he pleasant to describe the whole process
hy which those twe young girls evolved
from an ugly, bare, apngolar farmhouee,
their comfortable home, byt space will not
admit of it. Lo the neighbonrhood, they
wera supposed to be rapidly ' breaking op
ole man Adams,’ but the girla had eeen no
sign of soch c¢alamity abour their father
that marniog when he had driven away
beside their pretty moather to the fair,
leaving the young ladies to their own de-
vicea for the day.

* They're sll right now, them an'ther
scaliops, bot just wait twill real hard times
comes ! Nooe o' thim kin cook a meal’s
vittlea." Thas spake one of the neighbonr-
hood oracles ; for in the conntry there mre
wousips, male and female, only second to
those one finde in country villages. Hus
they are 8o inoocent about it, =0 unfelgnediy
glad to get hold of a bit of gossip, that one
teels moved to juvent it for thena.

Yooug Dr Gilbert had heard all about
them ; in helping his uncle during his vaca-
tion he could not have failed to hear moch,
He had seen them too. They were driving
an old gray horse to an old bogev, and
ware expluring & ewamp in Britton Wogde.
Niueie was baoked up with tales—he ¢alled
them cat tails and thought them atiff, agly
things—wild graesen, and ithe biggest
banches of the reddest eardinal tlnwerse he
liad ever sern ‘I'hey had locked at him
with honeat, friendly eyes, and bowed to
im io the enrdial Missouri fashinn, and
had not seemed nshamed of *idlin’' their
time sway in the sunony afternoon. He
wan thivkieg of them that very moruing
while they were chatling over Lheir houes-
w. rk, and wne driviog towsard theni, too, an
fant 8a o rother superanouated horse counld
travel,

Sanie, lookiog up from her work of dust-
ing the parlour, called bo Margaret throogh
the foldiug doors, wheres her sister waa
arranging some Howern,

*{roodoeas ! There's the knight of the
atony eyes and tha mechaaical elbow. I'lL
call you " Gretn ™ till [ die, if yoo'll go tu
tha doar,”

‘I don'y 'lnt %0 be called ** Greta,™
I won't go.'

$asie turned to & mirror with that in-
voluntary movement of ber hands toward
ber hair -h:eh & woman always makes oo
nach ‘They ered s dost
cap, which she rewuved, sand she saw »
slim girl with roogh bmwn bair and abogt
a yard of cheess cloth doster thrown acrosa
her uhonlde 8She said to hereelf that she
hated * fixing," and wanted slways to see
the every-day side of people: her bige
calico drezs was good enoogh for the occs-
sion, wo she went to the deor in anawer toa
rather hesitating rap at the screen, duoeter
and all.

She noticed that the * mechanical elbow "
was less promph this time, but the hat
came off ab laat disclosing & fair forebead

sad

i

with girlish derk curls upon it Smis
looked nt the card so faiteriogly offered
and cordiatly invited him to enter.

t No, motber is not at home, buot rhl 1]
opne of us well do.  The doetor sat
the carved old chair snd beheld a vlnl:l of
two dimly lighted rooms with & lighter one
at the end where a red haired girl sat on
the carpet putting nastartinms into & bowl,
arranging them with their own gray green
leaves, among which the many-coloored
bloasowns glowed like fire.

*Iam Busle Adnlnl. want on Sosie do-
murely, ‘ snd that,’ po:nung to the girl on
the Hoor, *is Mnrglrat..

‘\’l;rglrcn came in ab this, carrying her
bowl, Her wrath was fierce, bot was ap-
paranb only to Suosis. The doctor looked
amuted : he began to be more at gase.
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* Everyone sesma to have gone to the
fair to day,’ he said, *snd Mrs Jansen i in
greab danger. There was Dot one woman
at bome at any housa I stopped at 11 I
eams here.  Jansen is at the fair, too, in
charge of Jodge Farley's atock. If gne of
{ou conld go hack with me and stay notil 1

tch my munt, [ shoold be glad. There ia
& two-monthe' baby Lhat eries all tba Lime.’

Jansen was & farmer on Judyge Farley's
place, and Susie piciured the seene to her-
solf —filthy, foreigo, mbd eqgnalid beyond
description.

*I will go,” said Surie ;: * my sister is s
thorongh aboot everythibg, she would tire
herself out.’

* Ven, and averyone else,’ assented Mar-
garet, honertly. *I will belp you gat some
things to take over.”

‘The doctor wondered ab the eize of the
bundle, bot stowed it away under the seat
of the buggy in eilence. They found the
woman delirions and the baby screaming.
Fowls wera walking in aod oat of the two-
roomed hoase at will. Sosie toock up the
baby, evil amelling as iv was, while the
doctor atood helplersly watehing her.

*It you will meke a firg in the kitchen
stove before you go for Mrs Gilbert, [ shall
be glad.’

Heo obeyed. He was & rich mwan and fol-
lowed his profession for love of ib, and be-
causad his temperament mada some kind of
work & pecespity, bat he went inte that
dirty kitchen and kindled a e in the cook
stove, while Sosie with the waopleasant
baby over one arm filled the tea kettle and
hunted for some milk.

* You need not be frightened aboot Mm
Jansen ; sbe has just bad a ehill. 1 am
alwayn deliricue when I **ehill,” And
just lock at that bed !

It waa tomething of a apectacle ; a per-
fect mountain of feathers, into which the
woman had sunk ont of sight, except
where a blopde head lay mnguietly oo the
dark blue pillow. The doctor would fain
have remsined to watch Susie’s deft minis-
trations, and when be ab last staried, he
aaid to himself that he had actually been
hustled off the premices. Left alone Sosia
washed, fed and dressed the wailiog baby ;
bathed the woman’s hot face, broshed har
hair, snd pat on her & clean white gown
brooght from home. Then she flattened
down the heaped feathers under a heavy
comfort and epread over it & fragrant white
sheet, covering her with another.

“Uh?! It schmale lika home,'
womal, opening her haavy eyee.

*It ia lavender; and we always put
clover heads in the bags with the lavender.
So we have sommer smells all the year
round.’

She had tidied the room somewhat, and
mother and babe were sleeping quoietly
when the doetor retaroed, alone.

“She was gone, too,” he said resignedly,
*but 1 left & message with the boy. She
will come after & while. In the meantime
let e take you home to get some lonch;
you mast ba fanished.’

*Yea, I am hungry, and so sre you, I
suppose. But we must not desert cur post
now, I will cook you eoma loneh.’

*No. Can't yon drive home and leave
me to care for Mra Jansen ¥

* The baby might wake. 1 aseure you I
ean make excelient griddlecakes,”

In lesa than an honr she called bim.
{Under an spple tree, with a grape vine
reachiog up from the trellis to the top of
it, and hupg from end to end with great
Luneches of purple grapes, she had set a
little table. Very few persons in our for-
tunate west are in actual peed of food ooless
it ie by resson of their owp shiftlessness or
lack of ekill in prepariog it. Sosle hed
not found s tablecloth, but & quesr-looking
ecarf with B fuzzy bnrder waa laid across
the table, There were sliced tomatoes
apon it, yellow and red, on a queer little
plate with feet to ib; daeinty croquettes
which she said were made of grated green
corn ; flaky, white biscalt, excellent butter
and clenr, tranalucent jelly.

*1 bronght pothing from home but the
butter and the jelly. And the nnpkma, of
courre. But look at that one, isn'v it
quaint ¥

It was more than balf & yard rqoare,
yellow, and stitliy starched, with s greenish
bloe border of raised Howers. Susie bad
pinched up the corners, makiog a harkat of
it, and it waa piled with yellnw apples and
porple ciusters of grapes. Hosie bromght
the doctor a enp of coffee, telling him sha
was sure he nesded it afver such ardnons
tnaks as he bhad thebv day performed, and
then exensiog hersell went in to ber in-
walid. But then Mrs Gilbert bostled in,
and after all Sorie eat down and ate her
lunch nnder the spple tree.

*And r0 yoo thought I conldn's eook
hecauee I Jike to gather toles and cardinal
tlowers | 1 might s wall form my opioion
of you by seeiog yooeat. Yonnrea beauty
lover; you eab that jelly becanse ib is
v ethy, aad neglesd the jam which ia really

& od, becanse it is thick and dark.’

* I wili be kind to you.
cellent norse.’

*Yes, mother is often sickeniog.
girls take cara of ber.’

* Yoo wonld make an excellent wife for a

eaid the

You are an ex-
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